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The Academy deems it a great favour of the Almighty Allah to have enabled 
it to publish this commentary on the Holy Qur'ün which would have not been 
possible for it, without the Mercy and Blessings from the Lord. If the readers find 
any printing error in any volume, which might have crept in inadverently, they may 
kindly bring it to the notice of the Academy for correction in the next edition. 


The footnotes in all the earlier volumes began and ended with a part (Para) 
of the Holy Qur'án. As, however, the third volume was terminated with the Sérah 
Fatir, a portion of Sirah Yasin which is included in Part XXII, had to be brought 
into this volume, Consequently the footnotes begin with the Sarah Yasin and 
continue into Part XXIIL In subsequent parts the usual practice of giving the 
footnotes by Quranic Paras has been followed. Care has been taken to correct the 
references to the footnotes of Part XXIII wherever they are cited subsequently. 
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SYSTEM OF TRANSLITERATION 


The system of transliteration adopted in this work is given 
below : l 


ta bz 


di Cr mp, ame, dme) 
Yb- é gh 

wg | Jf 
ES th 34 

ci l 3k 

cb l Tr Ji 

tke em 

sa on 

5z sh 

of 2 u (as vowel) 

32 +w (as consonant) 
ws wv i (as vowel) 

J sh s y (as consonant) 
ws "un 

we dh .. &n (above the line) 


ba « in (below the line) 
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Sarah Ya-sin 


Ya-Sin! XXXVI 
(Makkan, 5 Sections and 83 Verses) 
In the name of Allah, the Compassionate, the Merciful. 
SECTION 1 


1 (en) Yà-SIn. 

2. (EA M a By the Qur'an full of wisdom, 

8. (cell... eb) verily thou art of the sent ones, ; 
4 (<A... je) upon the straight path.? 
5 


© (end ix) This is a revelation of the Mighty, the Merciful, 

6. (04£....,x3) that thou mayest warnt a people whose fathers were 
not warned,’ so they are neglectful.’ 

7. (o3... 29) Assuredly the word’ has been. justified against most 
of them;? so they shall not believe. 

8. (2,3... U1) Surely We have placed on their necks shackles which 
are up to the chins; so 5 that their heads are forced up.? 

9. (05,44. ... aes) And We have placed before them a barrier? and 
behind them a barriers? so We have covered them; so that they do not see.!? 

10. (O43 ... 1s) It is alike to them,” whether thou warnest them’? or 


warnest them not; they will never have faith.’ 
E a e i nS i TT EET) 
1. The chapter is regarded with special reverence by the faithful, and is 
usually loudly recited on the approach of death. The word owl, is said to be an 


abbreviation of ola! V. ‘O man 
2, (O Prophet). 
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2 Part XXII 


3. (towards God, so that anybody who would follow thee could become 
sure of his salvation). 

4. (primarily, and in the first instance). 

5. (inthe near past by a prophet directly). The reference is to the Arab 
nation and does not preclude the possibility of their having received prophetic 
messages indirectly or through other nations and peoples. 

6. (ofthe commandments of God). 

7. t. e., the sentence of God. 

8, The sentence of punishment hath become necessitated as suitable to 
the requirements of justice, or as being just or right, to take effect upon the greater 
number of them.' (LL) : 

9. i.e. they cannot lower their heads and cannot see. 

10. (to prevent their looking forward). 

11. (to prevent their looking backward). 

12. (with darkness). 

13. The whole passage is a vivid description of utter blindness and un- 
shakeable obstinacy on the part of the perverse and wilful opponents of truth and 
light. 

14. (in point of futility). 

15. (asis obviously thy duty, O Prophet !) 

16. Because they have no will to believe. 
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XXXVI. Sirah Yasin 3 
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11. (eS ...W!) Thou canst warn’? him only who follows the admoni- 
tion and fears the Compassionate, Unseen.?® Bear thou to him the glad tidings 
of forgiveness!? and a generous wage.?? 
12. (ue....Vl) Verily We 1 We shall raise the dead;*! and We write 
down”? what they have forwarded?? and what they have left behind.** And every- 
thing?* We have counted up in a luminous Record.?$ 


SECTION 2 


13. (547 M... pls) And recount thou to them?" similitude of the resi- 
dents of a town,? when there came thereto the sent ones ;?° 
14. (54.5...5) When We sent to them two. Then they belied the 


twain; so We strengthened them with a third, and they said : we are envoys unto 
you. 


15. (o. ... M8) They said: you are but human beings like out- 
selves,8° the Compassionate has not sent down aught,?* you are only lying. 

16. (5,4.1...198) The envoys said: our Lord knows that surely we are 
envoys?? to you. 

17. (o4... bs) and on us is naught but manifest preaching.?? 

18. (g^ 2 MB). They said: surely we augur ill of you;?! and if you do 
not desist,?? we shall certainly stone you, and there will befall you from us an 
afflictiva chastisement. 

19. (55,5... 38) The envoys said; your evil augury be with you.*® 
What ! do you call it ill luck because you are admonished? Aye! You are a 
people extravagant.?? , 

20. (cle)... des) And there came a man running from the end of the 
town.?? He said;*?? my people, follow the envovs—— 
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21. (Osa... Lest) follow those who do not ask any wage of you,*? 
and who are rightly guided. 


17. (with effect). 

18. I: was the indifference of the Arab pagans that was the root cause of 
infidelity. They never gave serious thought to the after-life. 

19. (from sins). 

20. (for good works). 

21. (on the Day of Resurrection). 

22. (in angelic records). 

23. i. e., their own works, good or bad, which they shall find. 

24. i.e, their good or evil example which they shall have left behind 
them. 

25. (which is yet to happen) i. e., every future event. 

26. i.e., the Book of Divine decrees; the Preserved Tablet, ph is not 
only ‘a leader,’ or ‘an exemplar’ but also ‘a book, or written record.’ (LL) 

27. i.e, the Makkan pagans. 

. 28. i.e. a certain town peopled with pagans. Several commentators 
have identified the town, though not on very strong grounds, with Antakiya or 
Antioch, the capital of Syria under the Romans, and a very important city in the 
annals of early Christianity. ‘The squalid village of Antakivah marks the spot of 
Antioch ‘the great’ and ‘the beautiful. The city occupied an honourable place as 
the mother-church of Gentile Christianity and the centre of the missionary enter- 
prise which carried the new faith to Europe. Here, too, Jesus” followers were first 
called **Christians.^' (Mew Standard Bible Dictionary, p. 51) ‘Josephus calls her the 
third city of the Empire, next to Rome and Alexandria.’ (DB. I. p. 104) 

29. i. e., several apostles of God. 
30. (and not supermen or demi-gods, so you cannot be the messengers of 


God). 
31. (by way of Revelation). 


32. i. æ., the apostles of God. 
33. (of the Message). 


34. i.e, you are harbingers of ill-luck. Omens and portents, so impor- 
tant and potent with the polytheistic peoples everywhere, have not been without 
their influence even with the Christian nations. ‘It was to be expected that some 
at least of the superstitions of heathenism would survive in the church. In fact 
they did survive, and none more vigorously than the observation of omens and 
portents, which Christianity has never been able to extinguish? (DCA. II p. 1461) 


35. (from your preaching). 

36. i.e, whatever ill-luck there is in consequence of your own male- 
volence. 

37. i.e., a people given to transgression. 

38. (who had already embraced the true faith). 

39. (addressing his fellow-citizens out of the sincerity of his heart). 

40. (for themselves) 7. e., who are not moved by self-interest. 
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PART XXIII 


22. (òs... ls) And why should I not worship Him a/one Who has 


originated me,*! and to Whom you shall be returned.*? 
23. (55x1 ... XX) Shall | take, besides Him gods when, the Com- 


passionate intends me any harm, their intercession will not avail me at all, nor 
would they save me? *? 


24. (qe...) Verily then It? should be in clear error. 

25. (55-8... Verily now I believe in your Lord,? so listen to me.* 

26. (545... J3) It was said:** enter thou the Garden. He said:*8 
would that my people knew—-— 

27. i$. le) that my Lord has forgiven me,* and has made me of 
the honoured ones.5? 

28. (ols... 4s) And We sent not against his people?! after him,” a 
host? from heaven, and We have not been sending down any such 

29. (5542...) Itwas but one shout?! and lo! they were extinct.55 


30. (dsp. . 5,5) Ah the misery of Our bondmen**! there comes not 
to them any messenger of Ours but him they have been mocking. 
31. (oss... dA) Do they* not see how many of the generations5* 


before them We have ane ? Surely to them they shall not return. 


41. i.e, it is manifestly reasonable on my part to believe in and worship 


my Maker. 

42. (after death, for final judgment). 

43. (so that the ‘gods’ have no power either in themselves or through their 
influence with Almighty). i 

44. i.e., if I were still to practise polytheism. 

45. (to the exclusion of all false deities). 

46. (and follow my Lord). 
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P———— (cod 


47. (tohim at his death, after he had been stoned by his unbelieving 
community). 

48. (after entering the Paradise). 

49. (my sinful past). 

50. Ali this he felt impelled to utter by his sheer love for his people and 
his devotedness to them. 

51. (to avenge his death). 

52. i.e., after he had been slain. 

53. (of angels). 

54, The punishment came in this form. 

55. Literally ‘became extinguished ashes.’ 

56. i.e., such of them as are infidels. 

57. i.e. the latter-day infidels. 

58. (of rejecters and scoffers). 
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32. (os et... cls) And surely all, every one of them, shall be brought 

to Us. 
SECTION 3 

33. (oS... 41s) And a sign? unto them"? is dead land. We revive it 
and therecut We bring forth grain, so that they eat of it. 

34. (Cad... thes) And We place therein the gardens of date-palms® 
and vines, and therein We cause springs to gush forth—-— 

35. (03 Ss .. MS U) that they may eat the fruit thereof. And their 
hands worked it not.°? Will they not, therefore, give thanks? 

36. (o4... all Ge) Hallowed be He, Who has created all the pairs®* 
cf what the earth grows and of themselves,$* and of what they know not. 

37. (Gyles... XL) Anda sign** with them is night? We draw off the 
day therefrom, and lo! they are darkened. 


38. (e^ + u34) And the sun runs?* to its assigned term; that is the 
disposition of the Mighty,” the Knowing.'? 

39. (cud... ils) And the moon! for it We have decreed mansions”! 
till it reverts”? like"! the old branch of a palm-tree.”! 

40. (om... will) It is not permitted to sun to overtake the moon,'* 


nor can the night outstrip the day;'* each in an orbit, they float. 


59. (of Our majesty and providence). 

60. i.e., unto mankind. 

61. ‘Among the Arabian flora the date-palm tree is the queen. It bears 
the most common and esteemed fruit : the fruit par excellence. Together with milk 
it provides the chief item on the menu of the Bedouin, and except for camel flesh, 
is his only solid food. Itscrushed stones furnish the cakes which are the everyday 
meal of the came}, To possess ‘the two black ones' i. e., water and dates, is the 
dream of every Bedouin.’ (Hitti, op. cit., p. 19). 
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62. In Arabia ‘among the domestic plants the grape-vine, introduced from 
Syria, after the fourth- Christian century, is well represented in al-Ta‘if.? (Hitti, op. 
cit. p. 19). 

63. i.e., fruit and grains are the handiwork of God, not of man. 

64. One of the recent scientific discoveries is that everything in nature 
exists in pairs as male and female. Not only the vegetable and animal life but even 
the rock crystals and electricity have their sets of opposites. See also P. XXVII. 
n. 23. 

65. Such as men and women. 

66. (of Our majesty and providence). 

67. Which is not a deity to be adored or worshipped. In the Hindu my- 
thology Ratri (night), the sister of Dawn, is conceived of as a goddess. 

68. (in its daily rotation as well as annual revolution). This may refer to 
the apparent motion of the sun and to its path among the stars. The apparent 
annual path of the sun lies through twelve constellations as groups of stars, and the 
zone which these stars occupy is called the zodiac. Within this zone is also found 
the orbit of the moon. Or the reference may be to the rotation of the sun above 
its axis and its actual motion in space. The solar system, like all the other systems 
of bodies in space, is in motion. Not only the system as a whole is rushing bodily 
through the space but each individual member of the system has spinning motion 
of its own. 

69. i.e, One who has power over even the biggest of heavenly bodies. 

70. i.e., One whose every decree is governed by His all-pervading wisdom 
and knowledge. 

71. (to traverse). 

72. (at the end of the lunar month after passing through the 28 constella- 
tions, one every night). 

73. (in respect of slenderness and curvature). 

74. (withered and shrunken). *When a palm branch grows old, it shrinks, 
and becomes crooked and yellow, not ill representing the appearance of the new 
moon,” (Sale). 

75. (in its course). The sun and the moon both traverse the belt of the 
zodiac, yet they never catch up each other. 

76. Each one is subject to God's laws. 
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41. (òdi... al) Anda sign’? unto them is that We bear their off- 
spring in a laden ship.?? 


42. (oS... ales) And We have created for them of the like there- 
unto?? so on them they ride. 


43. (05344... ols) And if We will, We shall drown them, and there 
will be no shout® for them, nor will they be saved, 


44. (y... Yi) unless it be a mercy from Us, and as an enjoyment for 
a season. 


45. (ory... 4) And when it is said to them: fear what is before 
you?! and whatis behind you,** that perchance you may find mercy, they 
withdraw. 


46. (urp... 4s) And nota sign of the signs of their Lord comes to 
them, but they are ever backsliders therefrom. 


47. (o... Bi) And when it is said to them: expend*? of that with 
which Allah has provided you, those who disbelieve say to the faithful: shall we 


feed those whom Allah Himse/f would have fed, had He willed?** You are but 
in error manifest. 


48. (ode... Od) And they say: when will the Promise®* be 
fuifilled, if you say sooth? 


49. (o AE... u) They await not but a single shout*? which shall seize 
them while they are yet wrangling.5* 


50. (Spey... X) And they wil! not be able to make a disposition, 
nor to their family they will return.?? 


uu" —— ——————aÁu bu4 aS NNNM URNA ERR 
77. (of Our majesty and providence). 
78. i. e., ship filled with merchandise. 
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79. 


Part XXIII 


i. e., other articles for conveyance and transport, which may include 


not only the railways, motor-cars, and lorries but also the entire aircraft. 


80. 
81. 
82. 
83. 
84. 


85. 


86. 
87. 
88. 
89. 
90. 


(of help). 

i. e., the punishment of this world. 

i. e., the punishment of the Hereafter. 

(in alms and charity). 

Thus the richer Quraish spoke of the indigent Muslims. 
(jeeringly to the Muslims). 

(of Resurrection). 

i. e., the first blast of the Trumpet. 

(among themselves). 

(of their affairs). 


Death and extinction would be instantaneous, affording them no 


respite whatsoever. 
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SECTION 4 
51. (o l.l pus) And the trumpet will be blown,?! and lo! from their . 


tombs they shall be hastening to their Lord.” 
52. (od... 136) They will say:*? Ah woe to us! who has roused us 


from our sleeping-place?** This is*? what the Compassionate had promised, and 


truly spake the sent ones.” 
53. (ospa... o) It? shall be but one Shout; and lo! they shall all be 


brought together before Us.” 
54. (da5... ¢ tb) Today rio sou! shall be wronged at all; nor shall 


you be requited?? but for what you have been doing. 
55. (O. .. òt) Verily the dwellers of the Garden Today shall be 


happily employed.” 
56. (of... e) They and their mates shall be reclining on couches in 


shade. 
57. (ùA... p) Theirs shall be fruit’ therein, and theirs shall be 


whatsoever they ask for. 
58. (e... I) Peace shall be the word’ from the Lord Merciful. 


59. (Os adi... 556) And separate yourselves, this Day, O you 
culprits 1 19: 

60. (c...) Children of Adam! did | not enjoin you, that you shall 
not serve Satan; verily he is your manifest foe? 

61. (ct... ols) And that, you shall worship Me! this is the straight 


path. 


91. (fora second time which will be a signal for general Resurrection). 
99. (to witness the Judgement). 
93. (frightened at the extreme horrors of the Judgment Day). 


94. Or ‘sepulchres.’ Thus they would refer to their probationary lives in 


the interval between their death and resurrection. 
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p——————————————— HÓ———— M €——Á——————dáÁ—————— ÁÁ— —— 


95. -—-—a voice will proclaim— — 
96. 
97. i.e., the second blast of the Trumpet. 


whose warnings seemed to you incredible—— 


98. So that no merit shall go unrewarded, nor shall any penalty be exacted 
unmerited. 


99. (O wicked ones !). 
100. (in whatever they do). 
101. i. e., enjoyment of every sort. 
102. (of greeting addressed to the righteous). 
103. (from the men of faith). 
104. i. e., those guilty of infidelity and blasphemy. 
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62. (o... a3 ») And yet he has assuredly led astray a great multitude 
of you. Why do you not reflect ? 

63. (05265 .. . ee) Yonder is Hell which you were promised. 

64. (os... edet) Roast therein Today for that you have been 
disbelieving. 

65. (5&52...e54!) Today We will seal up their mouths,!* and their 
hands shall speak to Us and their feet shall bear witness to what they have been 
earning.19$ 

66. (dsan ... Js) And if We willed” We would surely wipe out 
their eyes so that they would struggle for the way;1%® how then would they see? 

67. (ox, ... Li 95; And if We willed,’ We would surely transform 
them?” in their places, so that they would be able neither.to go forward nor to 
return, *i! 

SECTION 5 

68. (odin ... 3) And whom We grant long life We reverse him in 
creation; H? why then they do not reflect? 

69. (o... Ls) And We have not taught him??? poetry, nor does it 
become him."4 This is but an Admonition? and a luminous Recital—-— 

70. (or gat, .. XJ) in order that it may warn him who is alive, ™ and 
that the sentence"? may be justified on the infidels.!:? 

71. (ol... 4s!) Do they”? not see that We have created fax them,120 
of what Our hands have created, cattle, so that they are their owners!!, 

72. (aS... 04255) And to them We have subdued them??? so that some 
of them they have for riding. and on some of them they feed ? 


—— M— MÀ 


105. (so that they shall not be able to open them in their own defence). 
106. And this testimony of the hands and feet will make the guilty dumb- 
founded. 
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107. (in Our universal Scheme, to punish them in this very world). 

108. (and grope unsuccessfully). 

109. See n. 107 above. 

110. (into certain ugly shapes). 

111. (butas nothing of the sort has happened, and their sight and power of 
motion are unimpaired, they have the choice of their own way, and great is their 
responsibility). 

112. i. e., in nature and constitution, so that he is made to go back to 
weakness after strength. 

113. i. e., the Prophet. 

114. i.e., the thing is much beneath iom. This is said in answer to the 
pagan Arabs us held the holy Prophet to be a poet. Now, a poet in their par- 
lance, did not mean a versifier. Poetry according to them, as according to most 
primitive peoples, was not a fine art, but a sort of magical utterance, inspired by 
powers from the Unseen; and the poet in their estimation was more allied to a 
soothsayer than to a literary composer. ‘The Arabian poet ((SAa'ir), as the name 
indicates, was originally one endowed with knowledge hidden from the common 
man, which knowledge he received from a demon, his special shaytan (satan). As 
a poet he was in league with the unseen powers and could by his curses bring evil 
upon the enemy. Satire (hija’) was therefore a very early form of Arabic poetry.’ 
(Hitti, op. cit., p. 94) ++ + his disavowal does not refer primarily to the poetic art, 
but rather to the person and character of the poets themselves. He, the divinely 
inspired Prophet, could have nothing to do with men who owed their inspiration to 
demons and gloried in the ideals of paganism which he was striving to overthrow.’ 
(Nicholson, of. cit. p. 159). See also P. XIX. n. 368. 

115. (from God summoning mankind to piety and devotion, and not allow- 
ing them to indulge in vain fancies and superstitions). 

116. i. e., who possesses a living conscience. 

117. (of damnation in the Hereafter). 

118. Who do not choose to profit by the clear Divine admonitions. 

119. i. e., the polythcists. 

120. i.e., mankind. 

121. (so that the cattle are to serve man, and not man to serve them). 
This emphasises the fact that all cattle, however much some varieties of whom may 
be sacred to the polytheists, are no more than created beings. Pastoral communi- 
ties such as those of India and Egypt have been noted for cow and bull cults. 

192. i.e the cattle. 
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73. (os Sb... ec) And they have therefrom other benefits?? and 
drinks!^, Will they not then give thanks??5 ? 

74. (55424... 3l) And they have taken besides Allah gods, hoping 
that they may haply be succoured??*, 

75. (25749... Y) They!" are not able to give them succour, whereas 
they shall be against them host brought forward?28. 

76. (5,1... . 9) So let not their speech grieve thee!*. Verily We ! 
We know what they conceal and what they disclose!?9, 

77. (ce... J) Does not man see’! that We have created him of 

. sperm??? ? Yet lo ! he is a manifest opponent!??, 

78. (es... 29) And he?! recounts for Us a similitude and forgets 
his creation. He says : who shall quicken the bones after they are decayed ? 

79. ($... J) Say thou! : He shall quicken them Who brought 
forth them for the first time!?*, And He is the Knower of every manner of a 
creation!*? — — 

80. (Gsai¥ . . . gill) Who gives you fire out of the green tree, and lo ! 
you kindle'*? therewith. 

81. (QJ... 5!) Is not He Who created the heavens and earth for the 
first time able to create! the like of them? Yea! He is the Supreme Creator, 
the Knower. 

82. (oK...) His affair, when He intends a thing, is only that He’! 
Says to it? : be, and it becomes#4*. 

83. (Oper... gi) Wherefore ha'lowed be He, in Whose hand is the 
governance of everything, and to Whom you shall be returned .?*! 


123. For instance, they get leather from their skins and furs, etc. 
124. (from their milk). 
195. (and come to acknowledge the unity of God). 
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126. (by those gods). 
127. i.e., these gods. 
128. . i. e., the associate-gods instead of proving a help to their worshippers 
on the Day of Judgment will appear as a band hostile to them. 
129. (O Prophet !). 
130. ( 
131. (who rejects the doctrine of Resurrection). 
132. (mean and contemptible). See P. XXIX. n. 507. 
133. ( 
134. (in his arrogance). 
135. (O Prophet !). 
136. It would be interesting at this juncture to recall a passage from the 


and shall requite them accordingly). 


against Us, oblivious of his low origin). 


Zoroastrian scriptures. ‘Zaratusht questions Ormazd in this connection. . . regarding 
the question of forming again the bodies of the dead, inasmuch as the material 
frames of the dead have perished and been reduced to dust. Ormazd, thereupon, 
tells the prophet that even as it was possible for him to have created something 
from nothing, when nothing at all existed, and as he was able to create the sky and 
the earth, the sun and the moon, and the stars, fire and water, clouds and wind, 
grain and mankind, in fact everything that formerly had no existence, it would not 
be difficult for him at the Resurrection to form anew something that had already 
existed. The spirit of the earth, the water, the plants, and the fire will at that time 
restore the bones, blood, hair, life and other materials which had been committed 
to them by God in the beginning, and in this manner the bodies will be formed 
anew. (Dhalla, Zoroastrian Theology, pp. 284-90). 

137. (whether it be original creation or restoration). 

138. The Arab method of producing fire was by rubbing two pieces of 
wood. The verse may also imply a condemnation of fire-worship ——so general in 
the Aryan religions—— by making it plain that fire is as much a created object as 
other things of the world. 

139. (your own fires). "These two methods, percussion and friction, have 

. always been the chief ways of making fire... Friction has been by far the most 
widespread method among primitive people.  (EBr. IX. p. 263), See also 
P. XXVII. n. 400. 

140. (once again). 

141. (out of His mere Will, without needing any material or helper). 

142. i.e., unto the thing proposed, and as yet non-existent except in His 
knowledge. 

143. (by a single act of His all-powerful Will). His word of command is 
all that is needed to bring it into existence according to His Plan; and this is the 
clearest evidence of His absolute omnipotence. 

144. (onthe Judgment-Day, O mankind !). 
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Surat-us-Saffat 
The Ranks. XXXVII 


(Makkan, 5 Sections and 182 Verses) 

In the name of Allah, the Compassionate, the Merciful. 
SECTION 1 

( lie cials) By the angels ranged in ranks‘, 
( Lr) =J% ) By the angels driving away’*®, 
(185 cdi) By the angels reciting the praise™®. 
( +1) Slot) Verily your God is One™’. 

5. (3431... s) Lord of the heavens and the earth™®, and what is in- 
between!®, and Lord of the easts!*". 

6. (Si... Ut) Verily We ! We have adorned the nearest!*! heaven 
with adornment——the stars—— 

7. (u... thi») and have placed therein a guard against any devil 
froward. 

8. (JR... ou) They!? cannot listen to. the exalted assembly", 
and?* they are darted at from every side?5, 


BONA 


9. (els... li s>) with a driving fusillade, and theirs shall be a per- 
petual torment ! " 
10. (sly... YI) except him who snatches away a word by stealth 


and then pursues him a glowing flame!55, 


144. (in heaven, glorifying God and in readiness to perform His 


ccmmandm: nts). 
145. (devils). Or, ‘By the angels who are the drivers of the clouds.’ (LL) 
146. (of God). 
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147. Not One in Three, and Three in One ; nor One in Many and Many 
in One; but an absolute Unity. 

148. (and there are no such monstrosities as Heaven-god and Earth-god. 

149. Which completely uproots the threefold division of Vedic gods into 
the Celestial gods (such as Dyaus, Varuna and Surya). Atmospheric gods (such as 
Indra, Vayu and Apah), and Terrestrial deities (such as Agni, Prithvi and 
Sarasvati). Cf. ERE. XII. pp. 693 ff. 

150. 4j in the plural signifies the different points of the horizon from 
whence the sun rises in the course of the year. The reference here is to the rising 
of the stars (Th). See also P. XXIX. n. 225. 

151. (with reference to the earth). \i!,\!! is “The nearest heaven: i. e., 
the lowest: the heaven that is the nearest to us.’ (LL) 

152. i.e., those devils. 

153. (of angels in the heaven, who are everready to execute God's 
commandments). 

154. ——when they dare—— 

155. (to repel them}. See P. XIV. n. 31. 

156. See P. XIV. n. 32. ‘Prior to the mission of the Prophet, the genii 
and devils or rather spirits of the air, had access to the outskirts of heaven, and by 
assiduous eavesdropping secured some of the secrets of the upper world, which they 
communicated to soothsayers and diviners upon the earth. But on the advent of 
Muhammed they were driven from the skies, and, whenever they dared to 
approach, flaming bolts were hurled at them, appearing to mankind like falling stars. 
( Muir, op. cit., pp. 52-53). 
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11. (5X... pib) Ask them!*? thous: are they stronger in structure or 
those ot/ers'** whom We have created? Verily We ! We have created them? 
of a sticky clay!$, 


12. (öss... J) Verily thou marvellest!?, and they scoff, 

18. (òs... 11) And when they are admonished, they receive no 
admonition. Ü 

14. (os... 135) And when they see a sign", they turn to scoffing, 


15. (o ...1995) And they say: this Qur'an is naught but a manifest 
magic. 14 

16. (oyst... Bi) When we have become dead and become dust and 
bones, shall we then verily be raised ? 

17. (o5... NET And also our forefathers ? 

18. (oslo... H) Say thou’: yea: and verily then you'*' shall be 
despicable. 

19. (os fe... V9) It shall be a single shouts, and lo ! they!*? shall be 
staring. 

20. (eal... 1353) And they will say!??: woe unto us this is the Day of 
Requital. 

21. (2435 ... Nae) This is the Day of Judgement", which you were wont 
to belie. 


SECTION 2 


22, (osaa ... byt) Gather together"? those who did wrong!? and 
their companions!!, and what they were wont to worship!'5, 

23. (eral. .. œ) beside Allah, and lead them on to the path of Flaming 
Fire; 

24. (ò=... 445) and stop them, verily they are to be questioned 3! 

25. (oz... eSI) what is the matter with you that you do not 
succour one another 7? 
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ne 
26. (oM...) Nay’! on that Day they will be. entirely sub- 
missive!?, » 
27. (Jla... Hl») And they will advance towards each other mutually 
questioning. 
28. (ud... 38) They will'*? say/5! : verily you ! you were wont to 
come to us imposing.!*? E 


157. i. e., the Makkan pagans. 

158. (O Prophet !). 

159. (mentioned in the foregoing verses). 

160. i. e., mankind. 

161. (the weakness of which material is evident). 

162. (at their denial of the power of God in regard to Resurrection). 

163. (at the arguments advanced to convince them). 

164. (by way of miracle). 

165. i. e., its charm and effectiveness are due to its being a work of magic. 

166. (O Prophet !). 

167. (who deny the doctrine of Resurrection to-day). 

168. The reference is to the second blast of the Trumpet. 

169. (made alive once more). 

170. (in utter despair). 

171. i.e, the Day of Deciding judicially between what is true and what is 
false. 

172. (O angels!). 

173. i. e., the ringleaders of infidelity and impiety. 

174. g») in addition to its other meanings is also : ‘A consociate, an asso- 
ciate, or a comrade . . . And a fellow, or like.’ (LL) 

175. i. e., idols and devils. 

176. (and called to account before God's tribunal). This will be further 
said to the angels. 

177. (as you promised to do each other while in the world, O offenders !). 

178. i.e., nothing of mutual help will ensue. 

179. (to the judgment of God). 

180. i. e., the seduced ones. 

181. (to those who were their seducers). 

182. i. e., with force, to compel us. cs literally is ‘from the right hand?’ ; 
and the right hand is symbolic of power and authority. 
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29. (u...149)) They! will say : nay | you yourselves were unbe- 
lievers ; 

30. (cio ... &,) and we had over you no authority but you were a ` 
people exorbitant. 

31. (o,tsld ... 38) So on us has been justified the sentence of our Lord: 
surely we are to taste!*5, 

32. (a... eS) We seduced you astary ; verily we were ourselves 
the seduced ones. 

33. (5$...) So on the Day they all will be sharers in the 
torment. 

34. (oV... U4) Verily We, We in this way deal with the culprits. 

35. (05,4... eé!) Of a surety, when it was said to them : there is no 
god but Allah, they ever grew stiff-necked. 

36. (sym... 03954») and said: are we going to abandon our gods on 
account of a poet distracted!$ ? 

37. (a... Jy) Aye! he has come with the truth and he confirms 
the sent onest. - 

38. (M... ee!) Verily you* are going to taste a torment afflictive. 

39. (Skee... bs) And you shall be requited not except for what you 
have been working. " | 

40. (a4... But the bondmen of Allah, the sincere ones— — 

41. (pdu... Aa) those ! theirs shall be a provision known!*?, 

42. (pfe... S\si) fruits!*? ; and they shall be honoured. 

43. (gall... 3) in Gardens of Delight, 

44. (cle... Je) on couches, facing one another. 

45. (uw...) Round shall be passed a cup unto them”, filled with 
limpid drink, : nU 

46. (ex d... 2) White ; a pleasure to the drinkers. 


Picea eei on a ÁN 
183. i. e., the seducers. 
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. 184. (to compel you). 
185. (the consequences of our sins). 


186. ‘The Koran was denounced at times, as the effusion of a frenzied poet. 


(Muir, op. cit., p. 78). 
187. (before him). 
188. . (both the seducers and the seduced). 
189. (to them as promised in several parts of the Holy Quran). 


190. (delicious and juicy) à$ 6 is not only ‘Fruit, of any kind,’ but also 
‘Sweetmeat,’ and ‘A thing, or things the eating whereof is enjoyed.” (LL) 


191. (by the heavenly attendants), 
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47. (353... Y) No headiness there shall be in it, nor shall they be 
inebriated with it. 

48. (m... e) And with them shall be damsels of refraining looks??? 
large-eyed?*?, 

49. (33%... og) as though they were!** eggs!” preserved’, 

50. (ola... jib) Then they! will advance towards one another, 
mutually questioning?®®. 

51. (oa... di) And a speaker from among them will say : verily there 
was!?? a mate??? EN mine, 

52. (ed sell, .. Ja) who said: art thou of them who confess fo the 
doctrine of Resurrection : 

53. (osd... il.) are we, when we are dead and have become dust 
and bones, going to be requited ? 

54. (osil... Jẹ) Allah will say : will you look down? ? 

55. (æ... bb) Then he? will look down and see him?** in the 
midst of the Flaming Fire. 

56. (oo)... dé) And he will say: by Allah, thou hadst what causedst 
me to perish, 

57. (g... Y3) and but for the favour of my Lord, ! would have 
been of those brought forward?e*, 

58. (egw... bl) Are we? then not to die any more? ? 

59. (cyise > + + YI) save our first death*"", and are we not to be chastised? 

60. (4254 ...5) Verily this?9*! that is the supreme achievement. 

61.. (bLA... JA) For the like of it? let the workers work. 

62. (es) ... alt!) Is this better as an entertainment or the tree of 
Zaqqüm?t? ? 


A77. 


61g sot ge Af 


192. Supremely modest and chaste as these maidens would be, they shall 
restrain their glances from beholding any besides their spouses. 
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193. i. e., big with grace and beauty. 

194. i.e., the heavenly maidens. 

195. (of an ostrich). The likeness of a modest maiden with an egg is in 
respect of her colour as well as in her being closely guarded and protected as beneath 
the wing. ‘This may seem an odd comparison to an European; but the Orientals 
think nothing comes so near the colour of a fine woman's skin as that of an ostrich’s 
egg when kept perfectly clean.’ (Sale). 

196. i. e., guarded by feathers from dust and stain. 

197. i. e., the inmates of Paradise. 

198. i. e., (as to the memories of the world). 

199. (on the earth). 

200. Evidently a materialist and a sceptic like many of the pagan Arabs. 

201. (O men of Paradise !) i.e., would you like to look at the man who had 
spoken thus? The phrase is equivalent with !,Jasolo x. 

202. i. e. the narrator of the above incident. 

203. i.e. his former associate or mate. 

204. (to eternal doom like thee). 

205. 1i. e., the dwellers of Paradise. 

206. (any more). This he shall say to his companions in the Paradise in 
an ecstasy of delight and joy. 

207. (which we have already met, and which has brought us to this abode 
of delight). 

208. 2. e., the realisation of our highest aspirations. 

209. i. e., for the achieving of such bliss. 

210. e à , is ‘Any deadly food. The food of the people of the"fire of 
Hell. A certain tree in Hell... A certain tree having small leaves, sticking and 
bitter, found in Tibamah'. (LL) The tree is here symbolic of the life-conditions 
in Hell. 
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63. (cul 
ungodly???, 

64. (cJ. 
Flaming Fire?!5, 

65. (abha... 
serpents?!4, 

66. (54... 
bellies from it. 

67. (em... 
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.. bi) Verily We ! We have made it a temptation?!i for the 
.. e!) Verily it is a tree that springs forth in the bottom of 
. el») the fruit of it is as though it were the hoods of the 
më) And verily they must cat of it and must fill the/r 


¢) And on the top of it thereafter*i* they shall have a 


draught of boiling werent 


68. ( eol . é ) And thereafter their return is verily to the Flaming 
Fire. 

69. (ole -.. er) Verily they?'? found their fathers gone astray; 

70. (ogg... pé) so they are rushing in their footsteps. 

71. (i... ads) And assurdly many of the ancients went astray 
before them. 

72. (v35... ads) And assuredly We sent warners among them. 

73. (gx... 2b) So behold what has been the end of those whc had 
been warned?38, 

74. (qa... Yi) save the sincere bondmen of Allah?!*, 

SECTION 3 
75. (ùs... 3) And assuredly Nth cried unto Us??? and We are the 


Best of the answerers. 


76. (ÆN... cw) And We rescued him and his people?! from the 
great affliction??2. 

77. CHRE un And his offspring ! them We made the Survivors??*, 

78. (op). . “5 74) And for him We left among the posterity??t, 
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79. (o... ge) peace be on Nüh among the worlds. 
80. (uM... Vl) Verily We | We thus recompense the well-doers. 


211. ï% is a ‘trial whereby the condition of a man may be evinced... . 
or a meats whereby the condition of a man is envinced, in respect of good and of 
evil ; hence it often means a temptation." (LL) 

212. (to see which of them rejects and which of them believes). 

213. As the word eš 5 in another sense means ‘fresh butter with dates,’ 
the Makkan pagans had mockingly said, ‘well, we will enjoy these foods with the 
greater telish.’ The verse answers such scoffers. 

214. so hideous to behold ! 

215. i.e, to make it even more hideous. 

216. (to drink). 

217. i. e., the present-day infidels. 

218. (but who heeded not). 

219. (who were on the other hand rewarded for their merits). 

220. (for help). 

221. jel | here stands for ‘those who followed him,’ and does not signify 
Noah's family. 

222. (while the rest perished). 

223. Who peopled the earth. It is from Noah that the genealogies of the 
present races of mankind make their start. 

224. (ihe following salutation), 
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81. (yl... a) Verily he was of Our believing bondmen. 

82. (oe... ¢) Then We drowned the others. 

83. (e... ots) And of his sect? was Ibrahim. 

84. (cle... te 3) Recall when he came to his Lord with a whole 
heart??9, 

85. (asa... Jë 3) Recall when he said to his father and his people?*': 
what is it that you worship ? 

86. (osas... Ki) Is it a falsehood —— gods besides Allah —— that 


87. (cs ... $) What then, is your opinion of the Lord of the 
worlds ??25 

88. (eydi... #3) Then??? he cast a glance on the stars®, 

89. (eñe... JW) And he said?! : | am about to be sick??? 

90. (gza... 13) Then they departed from him turning their backs. 

91. (ot... £15) Then he slipped to their gods and said??*: do you 
not eat?" ? 

92. (Ose... En) What is the matter that you do not speak ? 

93. (o os. pis) Then he slipped to them striking them with Ais right 
hand2%s, 

94. (O52... A6) Then they*? advanced toward him*’, hastening. 

95. (o3... dé) He said®5* : do you worship what you carve?49—— 

96. (ses... ly) Whereas Allah has created you and what you make. 

97. (eral... 136) They said**! ; build for him a building and cast him 
into the flaming fire?42, . 

98. (4.31... 1,51) And they devised a plot for him??, but We made 
them the humble2*4. 

99. (u34-...4965) And he said: verily | am going to my Lord?'^ Who 
will guide me?*$, 


225. i.e., agreeing with him in the fundamentals of religion. 


www.besturdubooks.wordpress.com - 


28 Part XXIII 


226. i.e., free from all taint of vice. 

227. Who were polytheists of the most degraded type——-—worshippers of 
idols as well as of stars. ‘Mesopotamian religion was the worship of these high 
gods, clearly associated with a fertility cult : but no less prominent in the beliefs of 
the people were the innumerable evil spirits whose attentions had to be warded off 
by incantations and charms.’ (Gregory, of, cit., p. 13). 

228. i.e., do you realise or not that He, the Creator of the universe, is One 
and Unique ? 

229. (ona certain occasion). 

230. (asif to gather some future knowledge from the aspect of the heavens). 
As a pastoral people chiefly occupied with the cultivation of the land and the care 
of flocks and hens, and also as a people addicted to divination the Chaladaens were 
constrained to have a constant look at the stars and planets. 

231. (to his people who were asking him to accompany them to a great 
festival they were celebrating). 

232. (and so I shall not be able to accompany you). 

233. i. e., idols. 

234. (unto them scoffingly). 

235. (of the offerings that are set before you). 

236. i.e., with might and main, and demolished them. 

237. i. e., the worshippers. 

238. (after they were informed of what had happened). 

239. (inorder to put them to shame). 

240. (with your own hands). The reference is to the stone images and 
idols of the Babylonians. Compare the exhortation of a Christian addressed to 
the idolaters :—‘O vain and blind ! can you believe in images of wood and stone? 
Do you imagine that they have eyes to see, or ears to hear, or hands to help ye ? 
Is your mute thing carved by man's art a goddess ?—-—hath it made mankind? —— 
also ! by mankind was it made. Lo ! convince yourselves of its nothingness—of 
your folly.” (Lytton, The Last Days of Pompeii, p. 343). See also P. VII. nn. 526, 
527 : P. XVI. nn. 153, 158 P. XVII. n. 137. 

241. (among themselves). ‘They’ refers to the counsellors of the king and 
the wise men of the state. Worsted in argument they think of resorting to the 
extreme penalty of law. See P. XVII. n. 147. 

242. ‘A building’ here means a furnace. ‘The furnace was heated to a 
great and consuming heat, ..The women, carrying their children with them, ascen- 
ded to the roofs of their houses, and the men gathered in great numbers: but. all 
stood far off, for none dared approach the great heat to look into the furnace; 
(Polano, of. cit., p. 38). 

243. A. Gf. the Talmud ;—'And both Abram and Charan were brought 
before the king, and in the presence of all the inhabitants their robcs were removed 
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from them, their hands and feet were bound, and they were cast into the flaming 
furnace. Now the heat of the fire was so great that the twelve men who cast them 
therein were consumed by it.’ (Polano, op. cit., p. 39). 

244. (and delivered him). Cf. the Talmud :—'God has compassion upon 
bis servant Abram, and though the ropes which bound him were burned from off 
his limbs, be walked upright through the fire, unharmed.... And the servants of the 
king called out to their master : Behold Abram walks unhurt through the flames, 
the ropes with which we bound him are consumed, yet he is uninjured. . The king 
was lost in amazement, and commanded his officers to take Abram ‘out of the fire. 
They were not able, however, to execute his order, for the forks of flame blazed in 
their faces and they fled from the great heat... Their second attempt was fruitless 
as the first and in it eight men were burned to death. Then the king called to 
Abram, saying : ‘‘Servant of the God of Heaven, come forth from the fire and stand 
before me." And Abram walked out of the fire and the furnace and stood before 
the king. And when the king saw that not even an hair of Abram’s head was 
singed by the flames, he expressed wonder and amazement...And the princes of the 
king bowed before Abram.’ (Polano, of. cit., pp. 39-40). See also P. XVII. nn. 
149, 151. 

245. i.e. I am leaving my people and my land for the sake of my Lord. 

246. (to the place where He has commanded me to go). 


www.besturdubooks.wordpress.com 


30 


tte 
recat 


of Ah 
GE oc 


100. 
righteous?#8, 

101. 
boy249, 

102. 
with him?91, 
thee***; so look, what considerest thou ? He said : father! do what?*! thou art 


commanded : 


103. 


Mn 5H SE estaian ROANET OD 
E Ei Ec fe C5 Fogi HANGS oad ENS EVE] 

oaks i È Gab iat n BAC Eos Md PEG 5 Glass ear] 
CERCA a AA ES cot escas » GRU ES Ade Uo spei! 


Part XXIII 


oe 


E SURGE ITE 6 SUE un 
* SoG IB ba sole Mable JE ues SIS CG hes) 


L 
Pi 


239 


(ota... os) Lord?! 1 bestow on me a son who will be of the 
(cm ... 443) Wherefore We gave him the glad tidings of a gentle 


(onal... Wi) And when the boy?* attained the age of running 
he said: son! Ihave seen in a dream??? that | am slaughtering 


thou wilt find me, Allah willing, of the patient. 
(capt. . . i) Then when the twain submitted themselves, and?** 


he had prostrated him?^* on the temple?5?, 


104. 
105. 


(gelu... cot). We cried to him : Ibrahim | 
(o9... 4.3) of a surety thou hast fulfilled the vision?**. Verily 


We! thus do We recompense the well-doers. 


106. 
107. 
108. 
109. 
110. 
doers. 
111. 
112 
prophet, and 
113. 


(a... o!) Verily that! that was a manifest trial?*?, 

(ghe... er And We ransomed him?*? with a mighty victim2*2. 
(a9. S59) And for him We left among the posterity?® : 

(el. j, ^ peace be upon Ibráhim*$?, 

(cod! , , . AAS) Verily We ! thus do We recompense the well- 


(o1. . at} Verily he was of Our believing bondmen. 

(zm 45. . 6,25) And We gave him the glad tidings of Is-haq, a 
of the righteous. 

(ox... 5,5) And We blessed him and lIs-haq?*! ; and of their 


offspring some are well. doers, and some who wrong themselves manifestly?95 


247. 
248. 


Thus Abraham prayed after he had arrived in the holy land of Syria. 
Notice that Abraham prays not only for a son but for a son who 


would grow up in righteousness and piety ; and the great prophet's prayer was sure 
to be granted. 
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249. (and mild-tempered). The epithet contradicts the ferocity of tem- 
perament attributed to Isma‘il by the Jews and Christians. 

250. Ismá'il, the son of promise and the first-born of Abraham. 

251. *And when he attained to working with him : or, and when he was 
able to assist him in his working.’ (LL) The first son born to the father occupied 
a prominent place in the Hebrew family.’ (JE. III, p. 222). 

252. And the dreams of prophets must come true and be fulfilled. — «L4 
literally is the time of sleep, and this state of partial.consciousness in the case of 
the prophets, is one of the moments chosen for divine communications to man. 

253. i.e., am offering thee as a sacrifice to God by His command. 

254. (as a matter of course). 

255. i. e., Abraham. 

256. i,e.. Ismail, who was for 14 years, the only son of Abraham. Cf. the 
OT :—And he said, ‘Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac. (Ge. 22 : 2) The 
word ‘Isaac’ in the context is clearly an interpolation, since he was never ‘the 
only son?, of his father. For a repetition of the epithet *only son? see verse 12 of 
the same chapter of Ge. ‘For now I know that thou fearest God seeing thou hast 
not wi:hheld thy son, thine only son from me.’ . 

257. (and was on the point of drawing knife across his throat), ‘And 
Abraham stretched his hand, and took the knife to slay his son.’ (Ge. 22 : 10). 

258. Taking the intention for the deed. 

259. According to the Bible, it was in the ‘the land of Moriah.’ (Ge. 22 :2) 
which took Abraham three days to reach (22: 4), where this ‘tremendous trial’ 
took place. The Biblical scholars are not unanimous at all in locating this region, 
‘What was originally denoted by this designation is very obscure.’ (DB.III. p. 437). 
‘Great obscurity hangs about this name.’ (EBi. c. 3200). To an unsophisticated 
mind the ‘Moriah’ seems to be a very close approximation to ‘Marwa’—a hill near 
Makka. 

260. 1i.e., Isma‘il. 

261. i.e., a fine ram from Heaven. w> is ‘An animal prepared for 
slaughter or sacrifice, i. e., intended victim.’ (LL) 

262. (the following salutation). 

263. That Abraham (peace be on him !) holds to this day a unique place 
of veneration not only among the Muslims of the world but also among the 
Christians and Jews is in part a fulfilment of this prophecy. 

264. (with abundant progeny, and with a multitude of prophets among 
them). 

265. (by their ungodly ways). 
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SECTION 4 


114. (öss... a3,) And assuredly We gave grace to Musa and Harun. 
115. (gh... (s) And delivered them and their people from the great 
affliction?$6, 


116. (clit . . eb 2) And We succoured them’, so they became the 
victors. 


117. (oM... ib And We vouchsafed to the twain?*$ a Book 
luminous. 

118. (ei AU haay) And We ted the twain on to the straight path. 

119. (5,231... ss) And We left for the twain among the posterity?® : 

120. (o4)&...X-) peace be unto Masa and Harun. 

121. (a ...0 Verily We ! thus do We recompense the well-doers. 

122. (oc 3! es Mil) Verily the twain were of Our believing bondmen. 

123. (ok M... ols) And verily, llyás??? was of the sent ones. 

124. (os... Jë) Recall when he said to his people?! : do you not 
fear ? 


125. (oa... ox x!) Do you call upon B’al?”, and forsake the Best of 
creators?” ? 

126. (cx) M t) Allah, your Lord, and the Lord of your forefathers ? 

127. (ds ed... +S) Then they belied him??4, so verily they are to be 
brought up?5, " 

128. (o5... Y!) except the sincere bondmen of Allah. 

129. (= ...U$4,) And We left for him among the posterity?”*: 

130. (ebd... eL) peace be on Ilyasin??", 

131. (o-i... v Verily We | thus do We recompense the well-doers. 

132. (a5...) Verily he was of Our believing bondmen. 


———— — 


266. i. e., from the. Egyptian oppression. 
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267. (against the Egyptians). 

268. 1,e., unto Moses primarily and principally, and unto Aaron as his 
lieutenant. 

269. (the following salutation). 

270. Identified both by the Jews and the Christians with Elijah of the — 
Bible, who *was a prophet in Israel in the first half of the ninth pre-Christian 
century, under king Ahab. (JE. V. p. 121). He ‘came from the land east of 
the Jordan, to wage war, in the name of the God of his fathers, against the worship 
of Baal.’ (ib) He ‘was among the greatest and most original of the Hebrew prophets 
mr and is not unworthy of a place by the side of Moses.’ (EBi.c. 1270) ‘The loftiest 
prophets of the OT, raised up by J” at a crisis in the history of Israel to save the 
nation from lapsing into heathenism.' (DB. I.p.687)Foremost prophet of the Northern 
Kingdom, whose activity......falls chiefly in the reign of Ahab (876-853). He is 
known as the Fishlite, probably because he was a native of Fishlite in Gibad... 
He performed some miracles, among them the restoration to life of a poor widow's 
son...Blijah like Enoch, is said to have been translated to heaven—-—apotheosis 
due no doubt to his great zeal for God and his insistence upon the spiritual and 
ethical value of Hebrew monotheism.’ (VJE. p. 201) 

271. i.e., the people of Samaria. 

272. ‘Bal is a primitive title of divinities, which is found in all branches of 
the Semitic race.” (ERE. II. p. 283). Hence the use of the name in the Qur’an - 
with an indefinite article Ww. The particular Baal mentioned in connection 
with Elijah is the Baal of Tyre. ‘And Ahab the son of Omri did evil in the sight of 
the Lord above all that were before him,...and went and served Ba-al and wor- 
shipped him. And he reared up an altar for Ba-al in the house of Ba-al which 
he had built in Samaria.’ (1 Ki. 16: 30-32). ‘When the Israelites invaded Wes- 
tern Palestine and passed over from a nomadic to an agricultural life, they learned 
from the older inhabitants not only how to plough and sow and reap but also the 
religious rites which were a part of Canaanite——the worship of the Baals who 
gave the increase of the land, the festivals of the husbandman's year.’ (EBi.c.402-3). 
"The Baalim were mainly active gods of fertility (the bull served as a holy animal) 
and their worship was connected with ecstatic frenzy and lewdness...The Hebrew 
prophets combated the worship of Baal that had become prevalent among the 
Israelites.’ (VJE. p. 64). B 

273. *And Elijah came unto all the people, and said, How long halt ye 
between two opinions ? if the Lord be God, follow him : but if Ba-al, then follow 
him. And the people answered him not a word.’ (1 Ki, 18 : 21 ; Also JE. II. p.380). 
For ‘the best of creators’ see P. XVIII. n, 15. The phrase allows the existence of 
the other ‘creators than God’. This suggests the teachings of modern thinkers, such 
as Bergson and Iqbal, who hold that the universe is not yet a completed act, but is 
still in the course of becoming. ‘The process of creation is still going on and man 
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too takes his share in it, inasmuch as he helps to bring order into at least a portion 
of the chaos.’ 
274. Perhaps under Jezebel, when the prophet had to flee for his life, see 
1Ki. 19:2, 3. ‘Particularly dangerous was the cult of the Phonecian Baal (Melkart) 
introduced by Jezebel, and against which Elijah and Elisha inveighed.’ (VJE. 
p. 64) ‘Elijah forced on the popular mind the cofiviction that Jehovah and Melkart 
were mutually exclusive.’ (DB. I. p. 210). 

275. (and arraigned before their Lord). 

276. (the following salutation). 

277. Another form of the word Elyas, adopted here for the sake of rhyme. 
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133. (od AL .. 0 And verily Lüt was among the sent ones. 

134. (cut... 31) Recall when We delivered him and his household, all, 
135. (bl... YI) save an old woman among the lingerers?’8, 

136. (oN... €) Then We annihilated the others. 

137. (um gu) And surely you pass by them??? in the morning. 
138. (oe... Jibs) And at night?&? ; will you not then reflect??? 


SECTION 5 


139. (cd Jl... Oty) And verily Yunus?*? was of the sent ones. 

140. (5,31...3)) Recall when he ran away??? to a laden ship?e4, 

141. (orm... e Then he joined the lots?** and was of the con- 
demned.?38 

142. (gb. . . adli) And??? fish swallowed him?!8, while he was reproaching 
himself. i 

143. (oml... YA) And had he not been of them who hallow #im,29 

144. (o$u.... ed) He would have tarried in its belly till the Day when 
they?** are raised. 

145. (ga... #3) Then We cast him on a bare desert? whilst he was 
sick. 

146. (oda. ... Lt) And We caused to grow over him?’ a tree, a gourd. 

147. (505x* ...«L.,1)) And We had sent him to a hundred thousand? : 
rather they exceeded??5, 

148. (x... 1) And they believed?*5 ; so We let them enjoy //fe for a 
seadson???, 

149. (5531 ..x-V) Now ask thou them:? are there daughters for thy 
Lord and sons for them ??9? 

150. (55445... e) Or, did We create angels female while they were 
witnesses ??0? 

151. (oJ)... Y Lo ! verily It is of their falsehood that they say. 
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278. See P. VIII. n. 571; P. XIX. n. 301. 

279. i. e., their sites; the places where they once dwelt. 

280. (during your frequent travels, O Makkans !) The ruins of the people 
of Lot lay on the trade route between Arabia and Syria. 

281. Would you have no wisdom therefrom ? 

282. See P. XI. n. 402 ff. * 

283. (like a slave from his master's captivity, angry with his people, because 
the punishment wherewith he had threatened them did not fall upon them). 4! 
is *A slave ran away, or fled, or went away, from his master, without being induced 
to do so by fear, or severity of work... ... In the Kuran it is said of Jonah, because 
he fled from his people without the permission of his Lerd.’ (LL) 

284. (and that ship, after he had embarked, was seized by tempest in the 
midst of the sea). ‘But the Lord sent out a great wind into the sea, and there was 
a 1àighty tempest in the sea, so that the ship was like to be broken.’ (Jon. 1 : 4) 

285. The sailors, thinking that the ill-luck was caused by there being on 
board the ship some fugitive slave, wanted to discover him by casting lots. Then 
the mariners were afraid. . And they said every one to his fellow, Come, and let us 
cast lots, that we may know for whose cause this evil is upon us.’ (Jon. 1: 5, 7) 

286. i.e., one of them, upon whom the lot fell. ‘So they cast lots, and the 


lot fell upon Jonah.’ (Jon. 1: 7) 

287. (after he had been cast into the sea, according to the custom of the 
country, as the result of being found guilty by lots). ‘So they took up Jonah, and 
cast him forth into the sea : and the sea ceased from her raging.’ (Jon. 1: 15) 

288. ‘Now the Lord had prepared a great fish to swallow up Jonah. And 
Jonah was in the belly of the fish three days and three nights." ( Jon. 1:17) Accord- 
ing to the Jewish rabbis, 'this fish had so large a mouth and throat that Jonah 
found it as easy to pass into its belly as he would have found it to enter the portals 
of a vety large synagogue.’ (JE. VII. p. 227). According to the Bible, Jonah 
*went down to Joppa ; and he found a ship going to Tarshish." (Jon. 1 : 3), which 
voyage suggests the Mediterranean. Our commentators mention the river Tigris, 
on the right bank of which stood the city of Ninevah ; and this ‘river contains great 
numbers of fish? (JE. XII. p. 145) Sharks and other fish of very large size have 
even recently been known to swallow human beings. During the last World War, 
in July 1942, a certain captain G. D. Hodges! ship. was torpedoed and sunk north 
of Cuba. In the month of November a shark was caught off the coast of Cuba, 
and in its stomach was found a signet ring which bore the initials ‘G. D." The cir- 
cuit court admitted itas a piece of evidence of the captain’s death in the belly of 


the shark. Also see Appendix-I 
289. (for having gone to the sea, and embarked on the ship, without the 


express permission of his Lord). 
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290. ‘Then Jonah prayed unto the Lord his God out of the fish’s belly.’ 
(Jon. 2 :1) 

291. i. e., mankind. 

292. ‘And the Lord spake.unto the fish, and it vomited out Jonah upon the 
dryland. (Jon. 2 : 10) 

293. (to shade him). 

294. The number of adult population. The reference is to Ninevah, the 
ancient capital of the Assyrian empire, which lay opposite the modern city of 
Mosul. Assyria was at the height of its power and Ninevah was the metropolis of 
the world (VJE, p. 325). 

295. (that number). Taking in view the total population. *Now Ninevah 
was an exceeding great city of three days’ journey’ ( Jon. 3: 3) : ‘that great city 
wherein are more than six score thousand persons.’ ( Jon. 4: 11) ‘The actual extent 
of Ninevah proper is about 1,800 acres, or about two-thirds the size of Rome within 
Aurelian's Wall. It would contain a population of 175,000 on the allowance of 
50 sq. yds. to a person.’ (EBi. c- 3421) ‘Captain Jones, who made a trigonome- 
trical survey of the city in 1853, estimates that allowing 50 square yards to each 
inhabitant, the population may have amounted to about 174,000 souls." (DB. III. 
p. 554) 

296. (on the approach of the punishment wherewith they had been 
threatened). i 

297. i. e., until the expiration of their terms of life. 

298. i.e., the Arab pagans, O Prophet ! 

299. i.e, while they are ashamed of having daughters for themselves they 
feel no shame in attributing them to God. The emotional side of Semitic heathenism 
was always very much connected with the worship of female deities partly through 
the associations of maternity, which appealed to the purest and tenderest feelings, 
and partly through other. associations connected with woman, which too often 
appeals to the sensuality so strongly developed in the Semitic race.’ (Robertson 
Smith, Religion of the Semites, p. 59). ‘In point of fact, goddesses play a great part 
in Semitic religion, and that not merely in the subordinate role of wives of the gods.? 
(ib. p. 52) 

300. (thereof), See P. V. n. 513; P. XV, n. 108. 
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m riu; 
BONS ROE CERRO E tI Bae C210 ad. 155 v zat djs 
aii NEILSEN CA AIRE SUR o RT EEE KA 
BEG GaU Cs IG SG AS sie Bosh io N e eR E 
CHOC STN CES eos aco IIE el oso Sie s salé 


BEEN gil aee E ecu S o Sis Sl iocos bé zl oa 


152. (09:51 .. 445) Allah has begotten. Verily they are the liars. 

153. (aA .. l1) Has He chosen daughters above sons ?°% 

154. (op... Sd) What ails you ? How do you judge ? 

155. (òf... 54 ) Will you not then be admonished ? 

156. (om... ¢!) Or is there for you a clear authority ?392 

157. (os .. . I$) Then bring your Book, if you say sooth. 

158. (Os ped. . Ides) And they have made a kinship between Him and 
the jinn,2°3 whereas the jinn assuredly know that they are to be brought up.34 

159. (Osta... e) Hallowed be Allah from what they associate to Him. 

160. (uo... Sh) Except the sincere bondmen of Allah. 


161. (ösa... X36) So neither you** nor what you worship, 
162. (oti ... gill) can tempt anyone to rebel against Him?9, 


163. (eee?! ... Wl) save him who??? is to roast in the Flaming Fire*t*, 
164. (pde ... bs) None of us? there is but has a station®° assigned. 
165. (pla ... ls) And verily we ! we are ranged in ranks™. 

166. (òpe, .. Vis) And verily we | we hallow*2?, 

167. (33s)... cls) And they??? surely were wont to say? : 

168. (1... 3) had we an admonition® as had the ancients, 


169. (uaa. . tS) surely we would have been the sincere bondmen of 
Allah?ts, 


301. The interrogative here is expressive of reproof. See 299 above. 

302. i£. e, some authority for this astonishing polytheistic belief in old 
scriptures. 

303. See P. XXII. n. 263. 

304. (like other helpless creatures for final judgment). 
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305. (O infidels !) 

306. Lit. ‘Ye cannot against Him be tempters.? The purport is : far from 
having any other power you cannot even seduce anyone except him who is himself 
inclined to go astray, and for whom therefore it is decreed in Divine knowledge 
that he shall be a companion of the Fire. 


307. (inthe Divine knowledge). 
308. (and who is himself paving his way to Hell). 
309. "Thus say the angels. 


310. i. ¢, so far from being gods or demi-gods we are but His servants 
obediently serving Him and carrying His commands, and cannot go beyond the 
limits imposed on us by our Maker. 


311. (attending the commands of God). 

312. (His praise and glory). 

313. i.e., the Arab pagans. 

314. . (before the advent of the holy Prophet). 
315.. t. e., a Book of revelations. 


316. (and would surely have accepted that guidance). 
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170. (5,4. .. 1s s&s) Yet?" they d sbelieve therein?1* : Presently?!? they 
shall come to know??9, 

171. (ag... ais) And assuredly Our word has gone forth??1 for Our 
bondmen, the sent ones, 

172. (25554 . . #1) that verily they shall be made triumphant*??— 

173. (5,39 ... oly) And verily Our host??? ! they are to overcome. 

174. (a= ....455 So turn thou aside? from them??? for a season. ' 

175. (osa .. eom) And see them thou? 5, they themselves shall 
presently??? see. 

176. (ogm .. hlist) Do they seek Our torment to hasten on ? 


177. (os... 13%) Then when it descends to them, face to face, a 
hapless morn that shall be for those who had been warned??*, 
178. (a... Js») And turn thou aside??? from them for a season. 


179, . (Sse: . . yas) And see thou" : they themselves shall presently see. 

180. (o4 .. tw) Hallowed be thy Lord, the Lord of Majesty, from 
what they associate?! to Him ! 

181. (gl... i 7) And peace be unto the sent ones??, 

182. fabi., x») And a// praise to Allah, the Lord of the worlds ! 


317. (now that the Qur'àn has come). 

318. (contrary to what they had promised and professed). 
319. i.e., at the time of their death. 

320. (the consequences of their infidelity). 

321. (in the Book of Divine decrees; in the Preserved Tablet). 
322. (over the infidels). 

323. i.e, the followers of Our prophets znd apostles. 

324. (when the Divine succour is assured, O Prophet 1) 

325. i, ¢., the persecutors. 


326. i. e., look at the calamities that are sure to befall them. 
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827. i.e, at the time of their death certainly, and possibly even before 
that. 

328. (and warned in vain). 

329. (and be comforted, O Prophet !) 

330. (their plight in the Hereafter and also in this world). 

331. (to Him). i. e., such crude and superstitious doctrines as that He has 
got a peer, or a ‘Son’, or a ‘Mother’, or a ‘Daughter,’ etc. In many cults and 
myths, as, for instance, in the religion of Greece, the God-Father, ithe Goddess- 


Mother, and the Son or the Daughter ‘are all assumed as essential to the drama of 
Divine life.^ (DB. V. p. 122) 


332. (who are to be followed and obeyed). 
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The Miracle of Prophet Yunus and the Sperm Whale in 
the Light of Modern Knowledge 


(XXXVII, Surat-us-Saffat, Verse 142, nn. 288) 
Sher Mohammad Syed 


1. INTRODUCTION :—Both the Quran and the Bible describe in some 
detail the miracle of Prophet Yunus (Jonah) and the Amber (sperm) whale or 
the *BIG FISH." Biblical scholars and western rationalists as well as some 
Muslim exegetes of Quran, with new-fangled rationalistic ideas of the West deny 
the occurrence of the miracle. But marine scientists; physiologists and experienced 
whalers have often observed that sperm whales (Amber) have swallowed whole 
objects, without mastication, larger than the size of a man and later, when injured 
or seized with panic, and pangs of death, have ejected the whole, thereby 
establishing scientific feasibility of the miracle. We propose to discuss here the 
occurrence of the miracle in the light of science. 


2. The Quran narrates briefly the miracle of Prophet Yunus having been 
swallowed by a huge marine mammal which subsequently ejected him ashore 
with the result that the Prophet survived the supernatural experience though he 
was stricken with illness resulting from the extraordinary event. We reproduce 
hereunder Pickthall’s translation of Verses 139-145 of Surah As-Saffat (XXXVII) 
which bear on the subject :— 

“And lo : Jonah verily was of those sent (to warn) 

- When he fled into the laden ship, 

And they drew lots and he was of those rejected; 

And the fish swallowed him while he was blameworthy; 

And had he not beenone of those who glorify (Allah) 

He would have tarried in its belly till the day when they are raised; 

Then We cast him on a desert shore while he was sick." 

Verses 48 and 49 of Surah Al-Qalam (LXVIII) also deal with the 
subject. Their English translation by Pickthall is reproduced below :— 

«But wait thou for thy Lord's decree, and be not like him of the fish, who 

cried out in despair. Hadit not been that favour from his Lord had 

reached him he surely had been cast into the wilderness while he was 
reprobate.” 

Prophet Yunus who is called Sahib-ul-Hut and Dhun-Nun is also menti- 
oned in verses, 87 and 88 of Surah Al-Anbia (XXI) which are reproduced below 
as translated by Pickthall: — 
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*And (mention) Dhun-Nun, when he went off in anger and deemed that 
We had no power over him, but he cried out in the darkness, saying : 
There is no God save Thee. Be Thou glorified ! Lo ! I have been a 
wrongdoer. Then We heardhis prayer and saved him from the anguish. 
Thus We save believers". 
How truly has Tennyson said : More things are wrought by prayer than 

this world dreams of. 


3. Some scholars of the Quran, influenced by the new-fangled ideas of 
western rationalists and scientists have denied the occurrence of the miracle. Sir 
Syed Ahmad Khan, Ghulam Ahmad Pervez and Maulvi Muhammad Ali of 
Lahore are three such scholars. They have tried to put far-fetched meanings on 
verses 142 and 144 of Surah As-Saffat (XXXVII), for instance, the last 
mentioned has translated verses 142 and 144 as under :— 


142: So the fish drew him with its mouth while he did that for which he 
was blamed. 


144. He would certainly have tarried in his tribe to the day when they 

are raised. 

The italicised portions of the above translation are obviously misleading 
and inapt, because la. has been wrongly translated as tribe. Sir Syed Ahmad stated 
that the fish (whale) caught Prophet Yunus in its mouth and thereafter let him go, 
while Pervez averred that Prophet Yunus was caught by the fish between its teeth 
and he escaped the grip after much struggle. Both these scholars were ignorant 
of the anatomy and functions of the jaws of the sperm whale which is not 
designed by nature to catch its prey in this manner. Their views were thus quite 
wrong and untenable. 


4. Our studies have led us to identify the marine animal mentioned as ; 


a) Hut and Nun in the Quranic verses referred to in the preceding paras 
2 & 3, and 

b) ‘The great fish", according to verse 17 of chapter 1 of the Book of 
Jonah of the Old Testament. 

‘The Lord had prepared a great fish to swallow up Jonah. And Jonah was 
in the belly of the fish three days and three nights". Thereafter as reported in verses 
1 and 10 of chapter 2 ibid, in answer to Jonah’s prayers made out of the fish’s 
belly, the Lord ‘spake unto the fish, and it vomitted out Jonah upon the dry 
land". There isan echo of these narrations in verse no. 40 of chapter 12 of 
St. Matthew’s Gospel where Jesus Christ is stated to have said : “For as Jonah 
was three days and three nights in the whale's belly; so shall the Son of man be 
three days and three nights in the heart of the earth”. Western rationalists and 
scientists have subjected the Biblical account of the miraculous experience of — 
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Jonah and of the Resurrection of Jesus Christ to scathing criticism. Prominent 
among the scientists is Thomas H. Huxley who questioned the feasibility of the 
occurrence lasting 3 days and 3 nights which he regarded as against the law of 
Natural Science. In this connection perusal of pages 208— 209 of his Science and 
Hebrew Tradition is requested. Even laymen have been skeptical about historicity of 
the event and have regarded the miracle of Jonah asa parable though some 
Christian exegetes of the Bible are of the opinion that since Jesus Christ reaffirmed 
the account of Jonah's wonderful experience, it must be taken as true. 


Besides the scholars of the Quran referred to in para 3 above, there are 
some modern educated youngmen, who have no faith in the story of Jonah (Prophet 
Yunus) as will be clear from a perusal of. p. 102 of Inside India where a young 
Turk is stated to have said, ‘‘I cannot call myself a Muslim any longer, because 
I cannot explain how Jonah lived in the whale's stomach". 


5. 'The marine leviathan involved in the miracle was a sperm (Amber) 
whale which combines special physical features and natural habits and charact- 
eristics that admirably qualify it for our choice. Among whales, the sperm 
whale is the only whale which has a throat or gullet large enough to swallow a 
man whole and can then under special circumstances vomit him out. “Naturally,” 
says Beddard at p. 201 of his Book of Whales, “the Cachalot, (i.e. the sperm whale) 
has been identified with the whale of . Jonah". "We describe below the main 
features and special characteristics and natural habits and tendencies of the 
sperm whale :— 


(a) The sperm whale is a mammoth of a marine mammal which would 
ordinarily grow to a length of 60 to 70 feet though some scientists and 
experienced whalers have reported having seen much larger sperm 
whales. For instances, Ashle (1926) mentioned a 90 foot specimen 
(taken by the Bark Desdemona in the late seventies of the la.t century). 
Dr. Beale (1899, said that a full-grown male may be about 84 ft. 
While Bullen (1899) wrote of a sperm hunted by the ship *Cachalot' 
which was 70 ft. long. A sperm whale may weigh upto 90. 100 
tons. A blue whale may, onthe other hand, be as long as 100 ft. 
with a weight going upto 150 tons, but it cannot swallow or vomit out 
anything of the size of a man.  Beale indicated at page 27 of his book 
that the depth of the body of a 80 - 84 ft. long sperm may be 12—14 
ft. and its circumference may go up to 36ft. while the depth and 
breadth of its head may respectively be 8—9 ft. and 5—6 ft. Its 
head (nose) is usually 1/3 of its total length, butas mentioned at p. 
818 of Volume XIX of Encyclopaedia Britannica (1981 ed.) it may be 
up to 1/2 of its total length. 


It has a large lower jaw which alone is fitted with widely spaced 
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(b) 


teeth that erupt sometime after weaning or maturity when the animal 
is between 28—31 ft. long. “Neither the teeth nor the’ lower jaw”, 
states Berzin'at p. 266 of his book entitled the Sperm Whales, “need 
to participate in obtaining food and in the digestive process". Its 
staple food consists of squids and fishes. Besides these items of its 
food, it swallows whole various other sea animals e. g.; seals, sharks 
etc. Clarke found (1955) in the stomach of a 47ft. bull sperm 
whale a squid measuring 34.5 ft. and weighing 400 Ibs. which had no 
tooth marks. In 1956 he reported having recovered from the belly of 
a sperm whale a basking shark that was 8.2 ft. long. The sperm is 
known to have cut into large pieces with it jaws not only giant squids 
but even boats. At pages 99-100 Bullen has recorded that once he 
found afloat a huge semitransparent piece ofa squid about 8' X 6’ 
which had been earlier swallowed by a whale but had been ejected on 
the eve of its death. 


It has been observed by experienced whalers and scientists that the 
sperm whale swims about with its huge jaws open and, *the lower jaw 
hung down" while all that comes its way goes down into its gullet and 
then into the first chamber of its complex multichambered stomach and 
that its food undergoes slow and prolonged digestion in the 2nd and 
3rd chambers. ‘When the whale is inclined to feed", observes Dr. 
Beale at p. 35, “he descends to a certain depth below the surface of 
the ocean, and there remains in as quiet a state as possible, opening 
his mouth until the lower jaw hangs down perpendicularly . . . . . The 
roof of his mouth, the tongue, and specially the teeth bz ingof a bright 
glistening white colour must present a remarkable appearance, which 
seems to be the incitement by which his preys are attracted, and when 
sufficient in number are within the mouth he rapidly closes his jaws 
and swallows the eontents". Other scientists like Prof. Slijper and 
Prof. Gaskin have confirmed this observation relating to similar strata- 
gem resorted to by the sperm whale. 


(c) Another characteristic or natural habit of the sperm whale that has 


been observed by various authorities is that when chased and harpooned 
and dying, a sperm whale usually ejects the unchewed and undigested 


food from its huge gullet or froin the first chamber of its specialized 


stomach. Jn this connection reference is invited to pp. 62—63 of the 
Cruise of the Cachalot by Bullen. Also as mentioned by Richard 
Ellis, in the Book of Whales, Robert Cushman Murphy (1933) saw a 
“dying sperm whale belching up squids barrelful after barrelful of the 
tantacled creatures”. Berzin has recorded at p. 205 of the Sperm 
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Whale : Clarke (1955) thinks that although very large mollusks are 
rarely found in sperm whale stomachs, they are swallowed more 
frequently than assumed, “but during its death throes the whale 
regurgitates them”. Clarke confirmed this with two personal obser- 
vations. Whalers in the Far East have also reported similar obser- 
vations. " 

Sperm whales are reported to have swallowed various foreign 
items also besides food items e. g., high rubber boots, toys, tubes and 
jars of cosmetics, big hunks of wood and stones etc. (Berzin p. 207).. 
As reported by the same author at p. 208, Nemoto and Nasu (1963) 
found stones in the first compartment of the stomach, and also sev- 
eral in the 2nd compartmet. (According to V. S. & A. S. Yablokov), 
the sperm whale rids itself of stones only by belching or regurgitation. 
At p. 66 of Whales (1900) Beddard also stated : “Whales when cap- 
tured usually allow some undigested, even unlacerated, food perfectly 
whole and intact to escape the mouth"- Prof. Gaskin also made 
similar observations. 


Another important point that needs must be specially mentioned is 
that sperm whales have been observed to have beached at river banks 
or sea shores in various parts of the world. Berzin has given a long 
list of the places at which sperms have been found stranded singly or 
in schools. It may be stated in particular that such beachings have 
been reported to have occurred inter alia also near Alexanderia, 
Palestine, Gibralter, Portugal, Spain, Italy, Corsica, the Emirates in 
the Arabian Sea, Persian Gulf, the Red Sea, the Gulf of Aden, and 
the adjoining waters which incidentally proves the appearance of 
sperms in areas where Jonah is likely to have undergone the mira- 
culous experience. Sperm whales are, however, found in oceans, 
seas, gulfs; rivers and even lakes. 

We would like to add a few more observations made by experienced 
scientists about the functions of the respiratory system and the tongue 
of the sperm whale, the respiratory system of the sperm is peculiar. 
It has only one blowhole. ‘After submersion" in the water either 
during swimming or diving, “all communication between the epicr- 
anial passages and the lungs ceases, since the opening of the bony 
nasal passages and of the plato-pharyngeal sphincter are closed, and 
air cannot travel from the sacs into the lungs and back". Moreover, 
the peculiar structure of the laryngeal tube, the pharyngeal passage, 
the bony nasal passages etc. protects “‘the air passages from the entry 
of water through the mouth when the animal feeds under water. 
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For further details in this respect, perusal of pages 111l and 115—116 
of Berzin’s book on sperm whales will be useful. This is explained 
also at p. 861 of Walkers’ Mammals of the World. As for the functions 
of the tongue, they include orientation of the captured prey into the oral 
cavity thrusting the catch into the pharynx with simultaneous ex- 
pulsion of water from the oral cavity. In short, little or no water 
can enter the lungs or stomach of the sperm whale when it swims 
about at the surface or under water with its mouth open. Moreover, 
according to Scheffer whales are seldom thirsty and as such they need 
drink little or no water like other animals. 


There are a few more habits and characteristics of sperm whales which 
we would also like to describe here. In his article: Exploring the 
Lives of Whales, Dr. Scheffer wrote; “The mammalian deep-diving 
record is held by a sperm whale. Its tragic remains were found 
twisted in a sub-marine cable off South America at a depth of 3720 
ft. Tracking of sperm whales with sound detectors indicates that they 
may dive to twice that depth. Clarke, the world authority on sperm 
whales, estimated that a sperm could dive toa depth of about 10,000 
ft. The longest known time of a deep or prolonged dive by a sperm 
is about 20 hours. One would wonder how a breathing giant could 
survive such a deep and long dive! Jonah’s whale would, however, 
have been in comparatively shallow waters and as such its dive would 
not have been so deep and prolonged. 


A perusal of pages 212—215 of Vol. 21 of the 1981 edition of 
Collier's Encyclopaedia would show that the muscles of a sperm whale 
store much more oxygen than those of other mammals. After a dive 
the whale must take several breaths to re-charge the tissues with 
oxygen before diving again. It may also not be out of place to 
mention that according to Clarke the spermacetti stored in a sac in 
the huge head of a sperm whale absorbs nitrogen. 


The last though not the least characteristic reported by Prof. Slijper 
is that sperm whales have been observed to sleep soundly at the surface 
for very long periods. 


In short, it may be asserted that the Prophet Yunus could inhale enough 
oxygen in the gullet and anterior stomach of the sperm-whale which 
swims about with its mouth wide open. He would not be drowned 
there because as already explained above little or no water can enter 
the gullet or the first part of the stomach of a sperm whale. Moreover 
the temperature, there would not be too high for his survival. 
According to Wilson it would be 104.67? f. while according to 
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Scheffer it would be about 91? f. Human being are known to have 
survived even at higher temperatures in the great African desert 
during adventurous explorations there. 


6. One would imagine that when Prophet Yunus was thrown overboard 
the ship which had been caught in a sudden apnd unprecedented storm, there 
happened to swim about in the turbulent waters a sperm whale with its huge jaws 
open as is its usual natural habit and it swallowed Prophet Yunus whole. Crash 
floods or bores or unprecedented high tides or waves are not an infrequent occur- 
rence in the watery areas where Prophet Yunus is likely to have been involved in 
the terrible experience. The whale must have beached when the flood receded 
and Prophet Yunus must have been regurgitated by the sperm. The exact place 
where all this happend has not been mentioned either in the Bible or the Quran. 
It is likely to have taken place in a river or lake or gulf or bay or sea between 
Nenevah and Tarsus. Naturally in the overwhelming circumstances, the peni- 
tent Prophet spontaneously prayed.to the Almighty Allah to help him out of the 
ordeal which he confessed to have resulted from his own sins of omission and 
commission. 

The All-merciful Allah answered the ferevent prayer of his penitent 
Prophet. The flood subsided suddenly and the sperm whale was seized with panic 
and under its own stupendous weight, its chest gave way and its lungs began to 
collapse with resultant death throes. It was atthis juncture that the whale 
naturally ejected Prophet Yunus on the sandy beach and he survived the terrible 
experience through the miracle wrought by the Almighty Allah. The occur- 
rence of all these events is of course providential and miraculous and is any- 
thing but a normal natural phenomenon. 


7. It is pertinent to add that famous books of the tradition of the Prophet, 
Sahih Bukhari and Sahih Muslim report traditions to the effect that a huge 
hillock of à giant sperm whale named Amber was found stranded on the shore of 
the Red Sea in the 8th year of Hijra by 300 ghazies led by Abu Ubaidah during 
the Seif-ul-Behar compaign. This happened at the time when the ghazies were 
on the verge of starvation after having run short of their rations and when they 
had been living on boiled leaves of trees. They fed upon its meat for 18 days or 
more and massaged their emaciated bodies with its fat oil with the result that 
they grew healthy and robust. On return to Medina they took with them 
some of the meat left over with them which was eaten also by the Prophet 
Muhammad (P.B.U.H.). An idea of the size of this giant of a marine mammal 
can be formed when it is borne in mind that at the instance of Abu Ubaidah, 
a tall ghazi riding on a full grown camel comfortably crossed under its ribs fixed 
on the ground. 

8. A valid question that arises is whether any human being has ever had an 
experience like Prophet Yunus ? In his article entitled the “Sign of Prophet Jonah 
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and its Modern Confirmation” published in the Princeton Theological Beview, 
Vol. 25 of 1927, Prof. A. Wilson of Oxford described the experience of a 
British sailor named James Bartley who was reported to have been swallowed by 
a huge sperm whale and lived to tell his tale which was publicised first in the 
French periodical Journal Des Debats of 14th March 1898 according to which the 
whaling vessel “The Star of the East" was in the vicinity of Palkland near 
Argentina when the lookout spotted a large sperm. Two long boats were 
launched in order to hunt down the whale and eventually the harpooners managed 
to hit the giant. The injured whale then furiously charged at the offending 
boat and crushed it into two pieces, hurling the occupants including Bartley into 
the sea. Excepting Bartley, the other men weresoon picked up by their comrades, 
but Bartley was swallowed up by the sperm whale. A short time after this the 
sperm was killed and brought alongside the ship and the crew busied themselves 
with axes and spades, removing the biubber. They worked into the night and the 
next morning they hoisted the caracass aboard. When the whalers cut open the 
stomach of the giant, they were aghast to find their missing comrade who was 
unconscious but alive. Bartley was given a sea-water bath and scme treatment 
after which he recovered consciousness and made a statement to the Captain 
relating his aweful experience. Bartléy is reported to have recovered fully except 
that the skin of the exposed parts of his body had been bleached and he seemed 
to have recurrent nightmares of his terrible experience. 


Although some scientists have doubted authenticity of the story, Prof. 
Wilson asserted that there was nothing incredible about it. The Prof. also rela- 
ted anothet incident of this nature in his article referred to above. 

9. Unlike the Bible, the Quran has made no mention of the period for 
which Prophet Yunus remained in the gullet or the first compartment of the 
multi-chambered stomach of the whale, from which he was ejected alive by the 
sperm. It can be reasonably surmised that he did not pass into the 2nd or the 
3rd compartment of the stomach whcre due to presence of gastric juices, the pro- 
longed process of digestion commences. We are, therefore, afraid that it would 
not be feasible for him to have been in the belly of the “BIG FISH" for as long 
as three days and three nights as mentioned in the Bible and then to have been 
ejected alive and hence the severe criticism of scientists like Thomas H. Huxley 
which tantamounted to prove non-feasibility “and hence incredibility" of the 
Biblical narration. The Quranic version, on the other hand, is generally consistent 
with the phenomenon of nature and in accordance with the observations of 
experienced whalers and scientists where encounters between a whale and a 
human being are involved. The exegetes of the Quran have hazarded various 
guesses as to the duration of Prophet Yunus’ stay in the stomach of the whale. They 
have stated it to have been 3 days, 7 days, or even 40 days, but we would agree 
with Ibn.i-Abbas, Abu Malik, Ibn-i- Juraij and lkramah according to whom the 
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ordeal of the Prophet lasted only a part of a day, which is most reasonable to 
allow of his ejection and escape alive. On the other hand the Biblical account 
appears to be far from possible and against the laws of nature though Prof. 
Wilson of Oxford tried to prove in his article entitled “The Sign of the Prophet 
Jonah and its Modern Confirmation”, already cited in the proceding para 8, that it 
was possible for a man (Jonah) to have come ott alive from the belly of the “BIG 
FISH” after a stay therein of thee days and three nights otherwise Jesus Christ 
would not have affirmed it. An article published in the Urdu Digest of 
February, 1962, which was unfortunately quoted by Maulana Maududi at page 308 
of Vol. IV of his Tafhimul Quran, was replete with errors and could not carry 
conviction. 


10. On the strength of what we have stated above, we are firmly of the 
view that if Thomas H. Huxley had been aware of the peculiar characteristics and 
natural tendencies with which God has endowed the sperm whale as explained by 
us on the authority of observations of eminent scientists and experienced whalers, 
he would not have subjected the Biblical account to such scathing criticism pro- 
vided that the Bible had not specifically stated that the phenomenon lasted as 
long as three days and three nights. 

It should be borne in mind that knowledge of science is progressive and 
dynamic and no scientist howsoever great can be audacious enough to assert at 
any given time that he knows all that is there to be known or that scientific 
knowledge is complete at any one time. One has to share humbly the views 
expressed by Sir Isaac Newton when he said: ^*'I don't know what I may seem to 
the world, but, as to myself, I seem to have been only likea boy playing on the 
sea shore, and diverting myself now and then in finding a smoother pebble or 
prettier shall than ordinary, whilst the great ocean of truth lay all undiscovered 

.before me." Earlier, similar views had been expressed by Hakim Bu Ali Sina 
(Avicenna). 


Human endeavours and perseverance are ever expanding the frontiers of 
knowledge and are unravelling the mysteries of-nature and explaining the mirac- 
les wrought by Allah in His mysteries. There is no denying the fact that what 
was propounded as a theory or law by an outstanding scientist of an earlier age 
after his scientific experiments and observations was modified and even upset by 
subsequent experiments and observations by his eminent successors. It is thus 
that the evolution and development of scientific knowledge, which is the precious 
heritage of mankind, has taken place. Not unoften it is the revelations made in 
sacred books that have provided food for thought to scientific researchers. But 
sometimes great discoveries and inventions are known to have come about just by 
His grace. 


11. It must all the same be borne in mind that there are limits to human 
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intelligence and knowledge and that some wonders and miracle may be super- 
natural; the hows and whys of which are beyond human comprehension unless and 
until he Omniscient Allah in His Grace grants their knowledge to whomsover He 
wills and when and to whatever extent He ‘wills. It is noteworthy that even 
prophets may not be vouchsafed knowledge of all miraculous and extraordinary 
occurrences which by themselves they are not competent to work and which are 
wrought only by the Almighty Allah as and when He so wills. In olden days 
mircales were believed to be credentials of a prophet, but the line of prophets 
having come to a close with Prophet Muhammad (P.B.U.H.), the question of the 
of such credentials now no longer arises. All the same; Allah has not ceased to 
work miracles and wonders which occur at various places under different sets of 
circumstances to remind mankind of His providence. 


12. As for marine mammals like the sperm whale, we can assert that 
though quite a good deal has been learnt about this mysterious mammal, much 
still remains to be investigated on scientific lines. Despite all the knowledge at our 
disposal we cannot help praying in all humility to the Omniscient Allah, “Oh 
Allah increase my knowledge.”’ 
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Sürat-us-Sad 


Sad. XXXVIII 
(Makkan, 5 Sections and 88 Verses) 
In the name of Allah, the Compassionate, the Merciful. 
SECTION 1. 


1. ( Sal... ce ) Sad. By the Qur'an full of admonition??, 

2. (gt ... y) Verily?* those who disbelieve are in vainglory?** and 
schism?**, 

3. (yee... 5) How many a generation We have destroyed before 
them??? and they cried?*, but the time to flee33? was past?te, 

4. (is, . Vene s) And they? marvel that there should come to them a 
warner from amongst them*#2. And the infidels say : this is a magic?*? and a lie?*t 

5. (whe... J») Does he make the gods, One God**5 ? Surely that is 
a thing extraordinary?t*, 

6. (3,... d) The chiefs among them departed saying?” : go and 
persevere in your gods; surely this?! is a thing designed?*, 

7. (G553.... 4) We have not heard of it in the later faith®*°; this is 


naught but an invention? 
333. (that the infidels are entirely in the wrong). 
334. $, a particle of digression, is here synonymous with 5! (LL). 
335. (and obstinacy). 
336. i. e., opposition to the truth. 
337. i. e., before the time of the present-day infidels, 
338. (for mercy). 
339. (and petitioning). 
340. «Mis only an indeclinable form of |J. 
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311. i. e., the Arab pagans. 

349. i.e., a mere morial iike themselves. 

343. (in his aspect of a miracle-worker). 

344. (in his claims of inspiration and Divine revelation). 

345. So that was the only real ‘offence’ of the Prophet of God !—his preach- 
ing of the One True God in place of so many separate godlings ! 

346. (and therefore must be rejected unheard and condemned forthwith). 
In the realm of polytheism the number of gods, higher and lower, and sub-deities 
is such that one is, in fact, overwhelmed by their vast medley. ‘Starting from the 
theology of savage tribes, the student arrives at the polytheistic hierarchies of the 
Aryan nations. In ancient Greece, the cloud-compelling Heaven-god reigns over 
such deities as the god of War and the goddess of Love, the Sun-god and the Moon- 
goddess...In modern India, Brahma, Vishnu, Siva reign pre-eminent over a series 
of divinities...such figures as Indra of Heaven and Surya of the Sun, Agni of the 
Fire..the divine Rivers, and below these the ranks of nymphs, elves, demons, 
ministering spirits of heaven and earth.’ (PC. II. p. 251) 

347. (to one another). òl is here explicative used in place of 535% (LL). 

348. i.e., the preaching of this new prophet. 

349. (against us to draw us from their worship). 

350. i. e., whatever may have been the practice in the remote past, we have 
never come across this strange doctrine of the unity of God in the religion of our 
immediate ancestors. 

351. (on his part). 
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8. (ois... dx!) What, has out of us*** upon him? been sent down 
the admonition ? Yea! they are in doubt concerning My admonition®™. Yea ! 
they have notë? yet tasted My chastisement®**. 

9. (obs! ...¢!) Or js jt that with them there are treasures of the 
mercy of thy Lord?*?, the Bestower ? 

10. (UY... e) Or és it that theirs is the dominion of the heavens 
and the earth and what is in-between?5?? /f so, let them ascend®** by steps. 

11. (el. . x) Here? there is. a host of the confederates only to be 
defeated?*t, , 

12. (W3... 3f) Before them there have belied?*? the people of Nüh 
and the ‘Aad and Fir'awn, the owner of the stakes?6?, 

13. (25-36 ..5,,) and the Thamüd. and the people of Lit, and the 
dwellers of the wood*4, these were the confederates?*5. 

14 (te... ol) There was not one?** but did not belie the messen- 
gers; so My wrath was just?*", 


SECTION 2 


15. (y ... bs) And these wait but for one cry?! which will not be 
deferred. 

16. (wholley ... 1985) And they**? say: our Lord ! hasten our portion to 
us before the Day of Reckoning?”, 

17. (45... sel) Bearthou*?* with what they say, and remember Our 
bondman Dāūd, endued with strength?7?; verily he was oft-returning to Us373, 

18. (3:3! .. V Verily We so subjected the mountains that they 
hallowed Us with him?” at nightfall and sunrise. 


352. (to the exclusion of our chiefs). 
353. -—a mere orphan— 
354. (itself) i. e., they have wrong notions of the very nature of Revelation. 
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355. W is compounded of J and & yal, and means ‘not yet.’ 


(WGAL. II. p. 41) 
356. Which is sufficient to open the eyes of the most perverse and obstinate 


of the rejectors. 

357. (so that they may honour and exalt whomsoever they like). 

358. i.e., are they the masters of the physical worlds of God ? 

359. (to heaven). 

360. i. e.p in the city of Makka. 

361. (and vanquished, so their opposition, however vehement, need not 
alarm thee). The passage is prophetic of Muslim victory of Badr. 

362. (the apostles of their times). 

363. See P. XXX, n. 336. 

364. (near Madyan) See P. XIV, n. 91. 

365. (against the messengers of God). 

366. (of them). 

367. (on them). 

368. i.e., the second blast of the Trumpet. 

369. z. e., the scoffers. 

370. i. e., bring our punishment here and now, immediately ; why postpone 
it to the Day of Judgment ? 

371. (O Prophet !) 

372. ‘He was a man of valour in a very extraordinary degree.’ (“Ant.” 
VII. 15 : 2) ‘His military capacity is proved by the uniform success he achieved 
as a commander... To these qualities he added astute diplomacy and far-seeing 
statemanship.’ (EBr. VIT. p. 78). He was the real founder of the Hebrew empire. 
‘Israel rallied to David...and under David's leadership the supremacy of the Hebrew 
kingdom was decisively established (UHW. I. p. 677 : see also II. p. 817). 
‘David was brave, generous and magnanimous. He was a master-spirit who drew 
others to him and for whom they would gladly lay down their lives? (NSBD. 
p. 173). i 

373. That David's was a deeply religious personality is admitted even by 
unfriendly critics. ‘David himself was sincerely loyal to Jehovah, Israels God. 
His F attles were fought and his victories won in the name of Jehovah. None of his 
public acts was marked by any disloyalty or unfaithfulnéss to Jehovah... Through 
David the popular conception of the power of Jehovah must have been greatly 
strengthened.’ (NSBD. p. 172) ‘He was a sincerely religious man, a devout wor- 
shipper of Yahweh’ (EBr. VII. p. 78) ‘David’s piety was so great that his prayers 
were able to bring things from heaven down to earth’ ( JE. IV. p. 455). 

374. See P. XVII. n. 171. | 
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19. (aa... adis) And so did the birds a/so, gathering?”®; all oft return- 
ing to Him on his account??6, 

20. (wks , V5 425) And We strengthened?" his dominion and vouchsafed 
to him wisdom??? and decisive speech?'?. 

21. (bal... Jas) And has the news of the contending parties?*? reach- 
ed thee?**, when they walled Ais apartment??? ? 

4.22. (bpa... 1s» 3!) When they went in to D&üd, he was frightened at 
them?*; They said : have no fear; we are two contending parties**t, One of us 
has oppressed the other; so judge between us with truth®8*, and be not iniquitous, 
and guide us to the even path. 

23. (ohal... ot) Verily this my brothers? has ninety-nine ewes while 
| have a solitary ewe, and he says : entrust it to me, and he has overcome me in 
argument®28 

24. (ti ... Jb) Daud said: assuredly he has wronged thee in de- 
manding thy ewe in addition to his ewes and surely many of the partners oppress 
each other save such as believe and work righteous deeds, and few are they?**, 
And Datd imagined?* that We had tried him**?. So he asked forgiveness of his 
Lord, and he fell down bowing??? and turned in penitence??*, 

25. (Jl... . bi) So We forgave him that; and verily for him is an 
access to Us?** and a happy retreat. 


375. (round him for the purpose). 

376. i. e., all of them hymned the praise of God in unison with bim. 

377. ‘David raised the land to the highest state of prosperity and glory, and 
by his conquests made the united kingdom the most powerful state of the age. To 
do this other qualities than mere military capacity were required...His talent en- 
abled him to weld together the mixed southern clans which became incorporated 
under Judah, and to buiid up a monarchy which represented the highest conception 
of national life possible under the circumstances.’ (EBr. VII. p. 858. 11th. Ed.) 
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*His real monument was the united kingdom which he established, its influence 
stretching right up into Syria : it was the most powerful Empire that Palestine ever 
produced.’ (EBr. VII. p. 78) ‘Greatly loved in his day, deeply revered by those 
who came after him. David was perhaps the most winsome character in Hebrew 
story, lovable, because so human, even in his faults. A great warrior, and a great 
statesman, his importance as the real constructor of the Hebrew kingdom can hardly 
be overestimated.’ (ib) ‘It is no easy task to gather into one view the various traits 
of character which the history of David's life has displayed before us. One feels so 
petty beside this great man : one's own feebleness is in such marked contrast to his 
strength, that, however one may strive to appreciate his many excellences, one is 
conscious of being unable to do justice to them.’ (Deane, David : His Life and Times, 
p. 205). David's work for Israel was of greatest importance... His fame will endure 
as Israel's greatest ruler after Moses. He not only reunited Israel and gave it for 
the first time a strong, well-organised, and well-administered government but he 
gave it a new national consciousness..... Under him for the first time Israel had a 
capital city, a central government, a standing army, a court, and a supreme court of 
justice.’ (NSBD. p. 172). 

378. «S ,in addition to its other meanings, also means *Equity or 
justice, in judgment or judicial decision.’ (LL) ‘We may safely asser: that... 
no ancient Israelite exercised such a personal charm as David, and that he owed this 
not merely to his physical but also to his moral qualities. In him the better ele- 
ments of the Israelitish character start at once into a new life, (EBi. c. 1033) 
‘He knew well how to wait his opportunity, and instead of snatching at the king- 
ship in haste allowed the fruit to ripen until it fell into his hands, all the while 
strengthening his hold upon his fellow countrymen. His choice of Jerusalem as capi- 
tal is an excellent example of his wisdom.’ (EBr. VII. p. 78) ‘He was a discerner 
of men and knew how to use each in the place for which he was best fitted. Asa 
king he showed a kingly dignity and bearing, but was withal affable and approach- 
able. Politically he was shrewd and far-seeing, and his military skill gave him victory 
inall his wars. His people trusted and loved him as a just ruler’. (NSBD. p. 173). 

379. David ‘was also of very great abilities in understanding, and appre- 
hensive of present and future circumstances, when he was to manage any affairs." 
(Ant. VII. 15 : 2). ‘Heading a kingdom which he had made, and giving to it 
institutions, military, civil, religious-he is energetic, laborious, unsparing of trouble, 
fertile in expedients, courageous in danger, self-relying, sufficient, in all transac- 
tions competent.’ (Deane, David : His Life and Time, p. 211) 

380. (in the reign of David). 

381. (O Prophet !) l 

382. i.e., the oratory of David, which was well-guarded, and meant for 
prayers and devotion. They were perhaps prevented from going in to him by the 
door, because of his being engaged in devotion. 
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383. (for their having invaded his privacy in this peculiar manner). 

384. (and have come to seek redress at thy hands). 

385. (and equity). 

386, Thus one of them proceeded. 

387. (in faith). 

388. Or ‘in dispute." 7 

389. Here‘l is redundant, denoting vagueness and wonder, or a corro* 
borative of fewness." (LL) 

390. (in his righteousness after the parties had gone). 

: 891. (through this incident) l 

392. (in thanksgiving.) Or ‘prostrating himself.’ 

393, (for what he, judging himself by his own standard, considered himself 
guilty). 

394, (in Paradise). 
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26. (eld. . ast) O Dàaàüd?*! We have appointed thee a vicegerent 
in the earth??*; so judge between mankind with truth®’”, and do not follow thy 
desire??3, lest it cause thee to err from the path of Allah. Verily those who err 
from the path of Allah, to them shall be a severe torment for they ignored the 
Day of Resurrection. 

SECTION 3 


27. (sb) o... bs) And We have not created the heavens and the earth 
and what is in-between in vain?*?, That is the conjecture of those who dis- 
believe*?1, And woe unto those who disbelieve ——the Firet?? | 

28. (w36... e) Shall We make those who believe and work right- 
eous deeds like unto the corrupters in the earth??? Or shail We make the pious 
like unto the ungodly? 

29. (.UW.. $ This isa Book blessed'?*, We have sent down unto 
thee% that they??? may ponder the revelations thereof, and that there may be ad- 
monished men of understanding. 

30. (1)... bess) And We vouchsafed to Daüd Sulaimān*®. An 
excellent bondman? | he was oft-returning*?®. 

31. (X... 31) Recall when there were presented m him‘! at even- 
tide*!? coursers swift-footed''?. 

32. (Jw ..JG) He said’! : verily 1 have loved earthly good above 
the remembrance of my Lord® until the sun has disappeared behind the veil. 


395. (God addressed him thus). 

396. (to execute and enforce His laws). ‘David was not only a warrior 
but also a wise and energetic ruler.’ (JE. IV. p. 455) ‘This man was of an excel- 
lent character, and was endowed with all virtues that were desirable ina king, 
and in one that had the preservation of so many tribes committed to him.’ (‘Ant.’ 
VII. 15 :2) ‘We can readily understand that the Jews of later days looked back 
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to David as the ideal king and pictured the ruler of the happy day for which they 
hoped as a second David, (EBr. VII. p. 78, llth Ed.) 

397. (and justice) “To the chief civil duty of a king—the administration 
of justice —David paid the utmost attention.’ (EBi.c. 1031) ‘In after-times his 
name became the symbol of a righteous rule. (c. 1034) ‘He was prudent and 
moderate, and kind to such as were under any calamities : he was righteous, and 
humane ; which are good qualities, peculiarly fit for kings : nor was he guilty of 
any offence in the exercise of so great an authority.’ ('Ant. VII. 15 : 2) 

398. (of thy heart), David's character ‘should be judged by his habitual 
recognition of a generous standard of conduct, by the undoubted purity and lofty 
justice of an administration which was never stained by selfish considerations or 
motives of personal reasons, and finally by the calm courage which enabled him to 
hold an even and noble course in the face of dangers and treachery.’ (EBr. VII. 
p. 858. !1th Ed.) ‘Further criticism of records has only confirmed the eulogy given 
to David by Robertson Smith in 1877—that the administration of justice was never 
stained by selfish considerations or motives of personal rancour.’ (EBi, c. 1034) 

399, i. e., without a serious purpose. 

400. i. e., the doctrine that there is no purpose behind the universe, or that 
it is the outcome of a mere fortuitous concourse of atoms. 

401. i. e., of the materialists. 

402. , is here only explicative. 

403. Which negatives the very purpose of creation. 

404. Which is tantamount to a negation of the moral government. 

405. i.e., abounding in advantage or ability. 

406. (O Prophet !) 

407. i.e. mankind. 


408. ‘And the wealth accumulated under his long rule has become pro- 
verbial.’ (UHW, I. p. 677). 

409. (of God). See P. I. nn. 442, 443. 

410. This repudiates altogether the charges of idolatry brought against 
Solomon by the Bible. (1. Ki. 11 : 4-9). 

411. (on the occasion of a holy war). 

412. i.e., after the sun had set, and the hour of his prayer was rather 
delayed. 

413. ‘And Solomon gathered together chariots and horsemen : and he had 
a thousand and four hundred cbariots, and twelve thousand horscmen, whom he 
bestowed in the cities for chariots. (l. Ki. 10: 26) ‘Solomon’s traffic in horses, 
and the sums for which he procured them for the kings of the Hittites and of Syria 
were among the most memorable features of his land commerce") (Farrar, Solomon: 
His Life and Times, p. 140) For large importation of horses by Solomon in Palestine 
sce also JE. VI. p. 470 : EBi. c. 2125. 

414. (grieving at the prayer delayed). 

415. i.c., the performance of my prayer. 
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33. (Jii. . bss.) Bring them‘!® back to met, and'* he set about 
slashing their legs and necks!!*. 


34. (A... a4, And assuredly We tried Sulaiman’, and set upon 
his throne a mere body??*, And then he was penitent??. 
35. (~lJ... Jv) He said,*? Lord ! forgive met, and bonis on me a 


dominiont?$ which no one may obtain besides me*?*, Verily Thou ! Thou art the 
Bestower!??, 

36. (obl .. ka) Then We subjected to him the wind ; it ran gently 
by his command witherward he directed**?, 

37. (oð... akida) And We subjected to him the evil ones**: every 
builder?" and divert?! ; 

38. (uel, . x 235) And others bound in fetterst3, 


39. (ule... laa) This is Our gift, so spend thou or withhold, with- 
out rendering an account. 
40. (Ju ... oly) And verily for him is an approach to Us*i*, and a 
happy end. 
SECTION 4 


41. (Qe... $35) And remember thou‘ Our bondman Ayyüb'?* when 
he cried to his Lord??*: verily Satan has touched me with affliction and 
suffering’. 

42. (+... 455!) Stamp thou the ground with thy foot!^!; yonder is 
water*??, to wash in, cool, and to drink. 

43. (OUI. . be 35) And We bestowed on him his household’! and 
along with them the like thereof!!!, out of mercy from Us, and a remembrance to 
men of understanding. 


416. i. e., those horses. 
417. This Solomon said to those around him, 
418. (to atone for his momentary negligence.) 
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419. i.e., slaughtering them as a sacrifice to God. 

420. (in another way). 

421. On a certain night, it is related, Solomon said that he would go in to 
his seventy wives, and thus would beget seventy sons, every one of whom would be 
a warrior in God's cause. Unhappily he omitted to add ‘if God will,’ which omis- 
sion, though no sin in itself, was unworthy of a prophet of God. The consequence 
was that instead of 70, he had only one son, and that also a mishap; undeve- 
loped invalid. 

422. (of that slight negligence, as befitted a man of his deep spiritual 
susceptibilities). 

423. The desire in Solomon’s heart for begetting a number of sons was not 
for its own sake, but in order to obtain recruits for God's army. Now on reflection 
he prays for a state of things when need for an extremely efficient army should no 
longer exist, so that his entire time and attention should be devoted to acts of 
prayer and worship. 

= 424. (for the past). 
. 425. Which worldly power was evidently intended to be used for God's 
service, 

426. (in my life-time, so that I may have no occasion for such negligence 
in future). ‘History, Poetry and Legend combine to magnify the splendour of 
Solomon... He filled an unusually large space in the eyes of his contemporaries,’ 
(Farrar, Solomon : His Life and Time, p. 129) For the greatness and splendour of 
Solomon's empire see P. XIX, n. 420. 

427. (see that it is not difficult at all for Thee to grant this prayer). 

498. See P. XVII. v. 81 : P. XXII. nn. 175,177. 

429. See P. XVII. n. 177. 

430. (of wonderful structures). See P. XVII. n. 179. 

431, (that brought up pearls from the sea). See P. XVII. n. 178, 

432. (by way of punishment for their unruly behaviour). 

433. "Thus God said to Solomon. 

434. i.e., thou art owner and master in the full sense. 

435. (in the Hereafter). 

436. (O Prophet !). 

437. "There was a man in the land of Uz, whose name was Job : and that 
man was perfect and upright, and one that feared God and cschcwed evil.’ ( Job. 
1:1) ‘And the Lord said unto Satan, Hast thou considered my servant Job, that 
there is none like him in the earth, a perfect and an upright man, one that feareth 
God, and escheweth evil ?’ (Job. 1:8). The land of Uz lay on the eastern borders of 
Palestine, near the desert of Arabia. Repeatedly in the Bible, he is classed with 
such personages as Noah aud David. ‘These three men, Noah, David, and Job.’ 
(Ezek. 14 : 14, 19) : and these are merítioned as the three most righteous men. His 
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age and his epoch are matters of uncertainty. According to the rabbis, ‘he lived in 
the time of Jacob's sons ;... was born when Jacob and his children entered Egypt;... 
and died when the Israelites left that country. Consequently he lived 210 years. 
(JE. VII. p. 193). ‘Tradition places the home of the patriarch in the Huran, 
where a monastery bearing his name exists. He is said to have been a native of Jol‘an, 
and early Arabian authors state that he was born in the neighbourhood of Nuwā. Not 
far from the monastery is shown the Makam Eyy'ub, or Station of Job, his well, and 
the trough in which he is said to have washed after his trials were over... The 
currency of the tradition among both Christians and Mohammadans living in the 
district implies that it is of considerable antiquity? (DB. IV. p. 842) See also 
P. XVII. n. 181. 

438. (after the loss of his sons and himself being afflicted with a loathsome 
disease). 

439. i. e., mental distress. 

440. i.e, physical diseases. Job, a prophet of God as he is, attributes, out 
of sheer respect, his ailments to the devil, though everything was from God. 

441. Thus God said to Job. 

442. (for thee) 

449. i.e., We restored to him his family. 

444. i.e, not only were they restored but also their number was doubled. 
‘Also\the Lord gave Job twice as much as he had before... So the Lord blessed the 
latter end of Job more than his beginning.’ (Job. 42 : 10, 12) 
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44. (As |. . aes) And*6 take in thy hand a handful of twigs***, and 
strike with itt? and break not thy oath*48, Verily We ! We found him patientit*, 
An excellent bondman?*?? } verily he was oft-returning!?1. 


45. (Xa W.. $314) And remember thou Our bondmen, Ibrahim and 
Is-h@q and Ya'qüb:*? a// owners of might and vision'*?, 


46. (4... v!) Verily We! We distinguished them with a distinct 
quality : the remembrance of the Abode**!, 


47. GLY... or!) And verily they are of the elect of the excellent 
ones*®® with Us. 


48. (eV... $314) And remember Isma il and Al-Yas‘a*** and Zul-kiflts?; 
all of the excellent ones‘, 


49. (sk ... 13) This is an admonition? And verily for the pious 
is a happy retreat—— 


50. (gl... et») Gardens Everlasting, the portals of which remain 
opened for them. 


51. (45... gS) Therein they will recline; therein they will call for 
plenteous fruit and drink. 


52. (yl. . aves) And with them will be virgins of refraining looks‘ 
end of equal age**!, | 


53. (olal... 134) This it is which you are promised for the Day of 
Resurrection!®, 


54. (ss ... ol) Verily this is of Our provision ; there will be no 
ceasing of it. 


55. (ot ... 1%) Thise for the righteous. And verily for the exorbitant 
there shall be an evil retreat— — 


56. (4341... per) Hell, wherein they roast, a wretched couch**, 
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57. (clés... 134) This——let them taste it, scalding water and corrup- 


tion’. 
58, (cls;!.. . <1.) and other torments, like them conjoined. 


445. (God said this to him further). Job, when he fell ill and had a very 
prolonged and loathsome illness was attended to very devotedly by his wife. Once 
the devil appeared to her, and taking advantage of her distracted condition remin- 
ded her of her past prosperity, and promised her that if she would worship him he 
would not only heal her husband, but restore to them whatever they had lost. On 
coming home she wanted to sound her husband on the subject. But hardly had 
she mentioned the proposal when the prophet Job was incensed at the very audacity 
of it, and swore forthwith to punish his wife with hundred stripes. 

446. «x» is ‘A handful of herbs;... or a handful of twigs of trees or 
shrubs ;... or whatever is collected together, and grasped with the hand.’ Here it 
means, ‘A bundle of rushes, a hundred in number, consisting of slender stalks with- 
out leaves, whereof mats are made.’ (LL) 

447. (thy wife). She was by now restored to her former youth and beauty, 
Job, to satisfy his oath taken in a mood of moral indignation, is now directed by 
God to strike her one simple blow with a palm-branch having a hundred leaves. 

448. (by abstaining from striking her altogether). The obligation of the 
oath is rescinded as a matter of special mercy. 

449, See P. XVII. n. 181 ff. 

45 . *And the Lord said unto Satan, Hast thou considered my servant Job, 
that there is none like him in the earth, a perfect and an upright man, one that 
feareth God, and escheweth evil ? and still he holdeth fast his integrity, although 
thou movedst me against him, to destroy him without cause.’ ( Job. 2 : 3) 

451. (to Us). ‘Then Job answered the Lord, and said....Wherefore I abhor 
myself, and repent in dust and ashes.’ (Job. 42 : 116). 

452. All of whom resisted and overcame evil. 

453. i.e., men of action as well as of knowledge and understanding. This 
is added to vindicate their character from the charges of immorality brought 
against them by the Biblical writers. 

454. i, e., they were men of true devotion and piety. 

455. i. e., among the most honoured of the honoured ones, and not men of 
doubtful and mixed character as painted in the writings of the Jews and Christians, 

456. See P. VII. n. 569, 

457. Prophet Ezekiel of the Bible, noted for his splendid visions and literary 
imagery. Very little is known of his personal history beyond the fact that he was 
asked and consecrated to the ministry in the fifth year of his captivity in Babylon, 
and that the period of his ministry lasts probably from 592 B. C. to 570 B. C, 
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‘Ezekiel and Jeremiah were contemporary prophets, though the latter was the much 
older of the two.’ (Dummelow of. cit., p. 489) ‘One of the great literary prophets, 
a son of Buzi, of priestly lineage. ..Highly respected on account of his piety and 
Sagacity.” (VJE. p. 219) ‘He is supposed to have been born during the reign of 
Josiah and to have been a younger contemporary of Jeremiah. ..He was carried 
captive with Jehoichin to Babylonia in 597, . . He is sometimes styled as the prophet 
of reconstruction. Others call him “‘the father of Judaism," since he placed the 
emphasis on love of God, need of holiness, and pre-eminence of the spiritual over 
the political aspect of communal life, thus cementing the real foundations of histo- 
rical Judaism.’ (ib). See also P. XVII. n. 188. 

458. This is added to correct and contradict the darker side of their nature 
as depicted in the Bible. 

459. (so that he who follows it shall fare well). 

460. i. e., who shall refrain from looking at any besides their spouses. 

461. i. e., of the same age as their spouses. 

462. (O believers !). 

463. i. e, so far with regard to the rewards of the righteous, 

464. (to lie on). 

465. (flowing from the bodies of the damned). 
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59. Cul... 133) This is a crowd,*** rushing in along with you; no 
welcome for them ; they are to roast in the Fire. 

60. (AA... !J$) They'*? will say*: nay ! it is you for whom there 
is no welcome; it is you who have brought it upon us, MI shall be their resting- 
place. 

61. (bls... 198) They!*? will say : our Lord | whosoever has brought 
this upon us, to him increase doubly the torment of the Fire. 

62. (1,29). . 1363) And they??? will say : what is the matter that we do 
not see the men whom we counted among the evil ones*?t 

63. (JY... i£!) Did we take them for a butt of mockery. so 
unjustly, or are they deluding our eyes*?? ? 

64. QUAM ... ol) Verily this is very truth: this wrangling*’® of the 


inmates of the Fire. 
SECTION 5 


65. (s... J5) Say thou'**: | am but a warner, and there is no god 
but Allah, the One'**, the Subduer*'*. 

66. (al... |,) Lord of the heavens and the earth and whatsoever 
is in-between them, the Mighty, the Forgiver. 

67. (eie ... d) Say thou 4”: itt”? is a great news!??, 

68. (Gye... pil) You are averting therefrom?e?, 

69. (2,4: . . 5U) | had no knowledge of the chiefs on high**! when 
they were disputing.**? 

70. (oe ... o!) Naught is revealed to mets except that | am a 
manifest warner. 

71. (ab ...993) Recall when thy Lord said to the angels : | am about 
to create a human being from clay; 


466. (of the culprits). Thus the damned will say to one another. 
467. i. e., the seduced ones; the followers. 


www.besturdubooks.wordpress.com 


68 _ Part XXIII 


468. (to the seduced, the ringleaders). 

469. 1. e., the seduced ones. 

470. i. e., the inmates of Hell; both the seducers and the seduced. 

471. i.e, whom we, viewing with our distorted vision, took for the erring 
ones, 

472. (while they are with us in Hell). 

473. i.e., this mutual incrimination. 

474. (O Prophet !) 

475. (with no ‘Persons’ and ‘Incarnaticns’). The number of the pagan 
gods is almost unthinkable. In the Hindu Pantheon ‘there is often mention of 
thirty-three, or three times eleven, once of three thousand three hundred and thirty- 
nine ; in the Atharva-Veda this last number is still further increased, the Gandharvas 
alone amounting to six thousand three hundred and thirty-three.” (Barth, of. cit., 
p- 25). 

476. See P. XII. n. 496. 

477. (O Prophet !) 

478. i. ce., the Message I bring. 

479. (worthy of being listened to with heart and soul). 

480. (asa mere man, and by myself). 

481: i. e., angels. 

482. (concerning Adam). 

483. i.c, Revelation is the only source of my knowledge concerning the 
happenings on high, and so you ought to helieve in me. 
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72. (oal... bb) Then when I have created him and breathed into 
him of My spirit'**, fall down before him prostrate*$5. 

73. (oy... 3) The angels fell prostrate; all of them. 

74. (5 Jt. . Y!) Not so Iblisit$, He grew stiff-necked, and became 
of the infidels. 


75. (owt ... Jẹ} Allah said: Iblis! what does prevent thee from 
prostrating thyself before what | have created with my both hands ?487 Hast thou 
been stiff-necked*33, or art thou of the exalted onest, 


76. (ob ... J) Iblis said*?: | am better than het: me thou hast 
created of firet??, and him Thou hast created of clayt?*, 


77. (ex5... JU) Allah said : get thee forth herefrom*, verily thou art 
driven away.*** 


78. (Ies... ls) And verily My curse shall be on thee till the Day 
of Requitalt*s, 


79. (094... Jv) /b/is said: Lord! respite me till the Day whereon they 
are raised upt”. 


80. (5 jet... J) Alah said : verily;thou art of those respited. 
81. (eM... Jt) till the Day of the time appointed***. 


82. (ux...) /b/is said: by Thy Majesty, then | shall surely seduce 
them?®°, all, 


83. (all... 3!) save Thy sincere bondmen among them, 


84. (J ... dé) Allah said: the truth is, and /t és the truth | always 
say, 


85. (ux... GY) that | shall fill Hell with thee and such of them as 
shall follow thee. all together. 
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86. (KU ... p) Say thou?! : lask of you? no wage for it® nor 
am I of the affecters5®, E 

87. (uM... ot) Itis naught but an admonition to the worlds. 

88. (x>... s43} And you shall surely come t^ know of its truth 


after a season?9*, 
TUR E OUTDOOR RU T Te a a RE eee 

484. ‘And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, and 
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and men became a living soul.’ (Ge. 
2:7) Note that this spirit of God breathed into man was never withdrawn from 
him. Hence there is no doctrine of the ‘fall of man’ in Islam: - 

485. See P. I. nn. 149, 150. 

486. See P. I. n. 15!. 

487. ‘The Muslim mystics explain this as meaning with both the glorious 
and the terrific attributes of God, whereas the angels were created by the exercise of 
only one class of attributes.’ (Pickthail) : 

488. i. e., hast thou through arrogance an exaggerated idea of thyself ? 

489. i.e., or art thou really too high in rank to bow to the command of 


God ? - : 
490. (choosing in effect the latter alternative}. 

491. (and so I ought not be asked to do obeisance to a being lower than 
myself). 

492. (which is a superior element). 

493. (which is an inferior element). 

494. See S. XV. v. 34. 

495. (from God's grace and mercy). 

496. (so that there is no chance whatever of forgiveness). 

497. i.e., the dead. 

498. i. e., the time of Resurrection. 

499. i. e., mankind; the progeny of Adam. 

500. i.e., marked by Thy grace. ‘In the Louvre there is a picture, by 
Guido Reni, of St. Michael with his foot on Satan's neck. The richness of the 
picture is in large part due to the fiend's figure being there. "The richness of its 
allegorical meaning also is due to his being there——that is, the world is all the 
richer for having a devil in it, so long as we keep our foot upon his neck. In the 
religious consciousness, that is just the position in which the fiend, the negative or 
tragic principle, is found; and for that very reason the religious conciousness is so 
rich from the emotional point of view. (James, Varieties of Religious Experience, 
p, 50). 

501. (O Prophet !) 

502. (O pagans). 

503. i. e., for my preaching. The purport is: I have no thought of gain or 
any other such motive for forging the role of an apostle. 

504. i. s., nor am I led by nature or habit to practice deceit and falsehood, 


505. {but then it shall be of no avail). 
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Surat-uz-Zumar 


The troops. XXXIX 
(Makkan, 8 Sections and 75 Verses) 
In the name of Allah, the Compassionate, the Merciful. 


1. (Soul... J) The revelation of this Book is from Allah, the 
Mighty***, the Wise’. 

2. (oll... V!) Verily We! We have sent down the Book to thee? with 
truth: so worship thou Allah, making exclusion*9? for Him in religion. 

8. (4S... V Lo! for Allah is the religion exclusive.?!? and those who 
take patrons?!ibesides Him, say/ng*?*:we do not worship them save in order that 
they may bring us nigh unto Allah$— —verily Allah will judge between them?! 
concerning that wherein they differ*!5. Verily Allah does not guide him who is?!5 a 
liar and ingrate. 

4. (Aa... J) Had Allah willed to take a son, He would have chosen 
whomsoever He pleased out of what He has created*", Hallowed be He*!*! He 
is Allah, the One®!5, the Subduer.*?e 


506. i.e., Able to punish the opponents of His will immediately. 

507. i. e.. One who gives respite to the transgressors in accordance with His 
universal Scheme. 

508. (O Prophet !) 

509. i. ¢, sincere and exclusive obeisance is due to God and to re-establish 
it on the earth was the mission of the holy Prophet. - 

510. Zeal and enthusiasm must follow true religion and piety. 

511, (as more intimately connected with the affairs of man and more 
responsive to his invocations). 

519. ie., apologising for their cult of saints, angels, incarnations, and other 
gods! 
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513. i, e., the ever recurring plea of the polytheistic people. Compare and 
contrast with this absolute, pure, and unadulterated monotheism of Islam the pal- 
pably polytheistic attitude of Christianity. ‘The faithful who belong to the Church 
militant upon earth, in offering their prayers to God, call at the same time to their 
aid the saints who belong to the Church in heaven; and these, standing on the 
highest steps of approach to God, by their prayers and intercessions purify, 
strengthen, and offer before God the prayers of the faithful living upon earth, and 
by the will of God work graciously and b:neficently upon them.’ (‘Longer Orthodox 
Catechism,’ quoted in ERE, XI. p. 51) ‘We ask God to grant blessings, we ask the 
saints to be our advocates. To God we say; “Have mercy on us” ; to the saints we 
commonly say : ‘‘Pray for us"... We beg of them, as they are pitiful, to take com- 
passion on us and interpose in our behalf. (‘Roman Catechism’, quoted in 
ERE. XI. p. 51) This mentality, perhaps, is at the root of the primitive manes- 
worship and the Christian cults of the dead. ‘A crowd of saints, who were once 
men and women, now form an order of inferior deities, active in the affairs of 
men and receiving from them reverence and prayer.’ (PC. II. p. 120) 

314. i.e, the true believers on the one hand and the polytheists on the 
other. 

915. i. e., respective divine honours to be effered to those Mediators and 
gods and goddesses. 

316. (by habit and choice). 

517. i.e., that ‘Son’ as a created being would have been in any case inferior 
to Him. The argument is: assuming that God betook for Himself a Son, is that 
Son an uncreated Being like Himself, or a created being inferior to Him and 
belonging to anotherclass ? If the former, then the clear conclusion is a doctrine of 
Dualism ; if the latter, does it befit a Perfect Being to beget one who is imperfect ? 

318. (from all such blasphemous notions). 

319. i.e., admitting of no duality or plurality in His person. 

520. i.¢., admitting of no partnership in His attributes, See P. XII. 
n. 496, 
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5. (u... de) He has created the heavers and the earth with a 
purpose™, He rolleth the night around the day, and He rolleth the day around 
the night®? and He has subjected the sun and the moon®each running on for a 
term appointed. Lo! He is the Mighty™, the Forgiving??*. 

6. (554... pat) He created you??* of a single soul? and made his 
spouse? therefrom*??; and of the cattle He sent down unto you??? eight kinds?! 
He creates you in the bellies of your mothers, one creation after creation,5?? in 
threefold darkness.533 Such is Allah, your Lord. His is the dominion, there is no 
god but He. Whither then turn you away?* ? 

7. (osaa ... ol) If you disbelieve, then verily Allah is independent of 
you**. And he does not approve of infidelity in His bondmen*5, And if you 
return thanks®3’?, He approves of that in you. No burdened soul shall have 
another's burdens, Your return is thereafter to your Lord, and He shall 
declare to you what you have been doing???, verily He is Knower of innumerate 
secrets . 


521. i. ¢., with a definite purpose ; and not aimlessly or sportively. 

522, ‘Professor Whitehead describes the universe, not as something static 
but as a structure of events possessing the character of a continuous creative flow. 
This quality of Nature’s passage in time is perhaps the most significant aspect of 
experier.ce which the Quran especially emphasizes.’ (Iqbal, Reconstruction of Religious 
Thought in Islam, p. 61) 

523. (to His laws). Being no deities or sub-deities, these two heavenly 
bodies, like all created beings, are subservient to Him and His laws. 

524. So He shall punish those who reject His signs. 

525. So He shall forgive them who repent after their rejection. 

526. (O mankind !) See P. IV. n. 476. 

527. (which He originated). The Holy Quran makes it absolutely plain 
that all the present varieties of mankind have descended from a single undivided 


www.besturdubooks.wordpress.com 


(dé Part XXIII 


stock, and that the white-, the black-, and the red-skinned people of to-day,—-—the 


typical Negrito and the typical Caucasian——have sprung from one common 
ancestor, ‘Specific unity of mankind is shown, in the words of a recent authority 
on anthropology, in the prevailing physical and mental unif «ity of all peoples. 
According to E. B. Tylor all tribes of men, from the blackesi io the whites, ^h: 
most savage to the most cultured, have such general likeness, © sc structu.e oi 
their bodies and the working of their minds, as is easiest ànc >. : accounted for by 
their being descended from a common ancestry, howeve ~ CIT REV,p. 522). 
The question of the unity of mankind has occupied a prc: ce pu San 1 anong i 

ethnological attempts to survey the cultural history of ite a istoric peop! 


World-wide distribution of similar cultural types could not possiis! 


at early stage of human civilization, if, as some believed it to h^ 


en 


of humanity would not have been one, but manifold and parali.i, in varius re, 
of the globe. To this evidence, moreover, the observations of physic: ! anthror ^ 
have still to be added. The various social, i. e., the bodily type- of the i 
race, are different in superficial details, such as colour of skin, hair. nd eyes ia 
of nose, lips, eyelids or structure of the hair. But still, the human body is . ada 
mentally the same among all the nations of the world. (Ehrenfels in The 4, amic 
Culture, for Oct. 1940, pp. 439, 440). The Quran is clear and emphatic in asserting 
the basic unity of mankind and in proclaiming that Man is of one kind. See also 
P. 1V. n. 477; IX. n. 346: 

528. i,e., Eve the first woman. 

529. i. e., from that soul. 

530. i. e., four classes, male and female, of sheep, goats, camels and oxen, 

531. i. e., for your general domestic use. 

532. i. e., by various stages. 

533. The embryo is covered by a membrane, which is in the womb, which 
again is in the belly ; hence the three veils of darkness. 

534. (O polytheists !) 

535. (so you cannot harm Him possibly). 

536. (in their interest, as it is to their own hurt). 

537. (to Him, by accepting true doctrines). 

538 (iu the Hereafter). This does away with the doctrine of atonement 
altogether. 

539. (and shall recompense you accordingly). 
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8. (MJ...) And when some hurt touches man, he calis upon 
his Lord, turning to him in penitence. Then when He bestows upon him a 
favour from Himself, he forgets that for which he had called on Him before, and 
sets up peers to Allah that he may lead astray others from His path. Say thou : 
enjoy thou life in thy infidelity for a whileSt!, verily thou art of the inmates of the 
Fire. 

9. (Apt. .. cl) is he who is devout in the watches of the night 
prostrating himself and standing, bewaring of the Hereafter and hoping for the 
mercy of His Lord to be dealt with like a wicked infidel ? Say thou*'* : shall they 
who know and those who know not be held equal??? ? /t is only men of under- 
standing who receive admonition. 


SECTION 2 


10. (ole... J) Say thou®#: My faithful bondmen! fear your Lord. 
For those who do good in this world there is good; and Allah's earth is 
spacious. Surely the steadfast will be paid their wages in full without 
reckoning?*", 

11. (o9 ... ,g) Say thou**: verily 1 am bidden to worship Allah, 
making religion exclusive for Him549. 

12. (uL... els) And lam bidden this, in order that | may be the 
first??? of those who submit**!. 


540. (O Prophet !) 

541. i. e., during the brief little life of this world, O infidels ! 
542. (O Prophet !) 

543. (in the sight of God). 

544. (to the believers on My behalf, O Prophet ! 
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. 945. (as compensation and reward). 


546. So let him who cannot safely exercise his religion in his native land, 
emigrate to a place of liberty and security. 


547. i.e., to their hearts content, and even more. 
548. (O Prophet !) 

549. i. e., to the total exclusion of every other worship. 
590. (in order that others may follow me). 


551. (themselves to God; and others should follow my lead). 
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13. (elie ... QJ) Say thou®?: 1553 fear, if | disobeyed my Lord, 
chastisement of an awful Day*94, 

14. (> ... gi) Say thou: ft is Allah | worship, making faith for 
Him exclusive. 

15. (dl... baet) So worship whatever you will besides Him*5 O 


pagans! Say thou: the real losers are those who shall have lost themselves5** and 
their households"? on the Day of Judgement. Lo! that will be a manifest loss®5*, 

16. (5,48... ppl) For them! coverings of Fire will be above them 
and beneath them. With this Allah frightens His bondmen. My bondmen there- 
fore fear Me, 

17. (e...) And those who shun the devils lest they shouid 
worship them and turn to Allah in penitence, for them are glad tidings®®. So 
give thou*9? glad tidings to My bondmen. 

18. Cou. .. gall) who listen to the Word and follow the excellent 
thereof?! , Those are they whom Allah has guided, and those are men of 
understanding. 


552. (O Prophet !) 
553. ——everlam—— 
iz 854. Even sinless prophets enjoy no privileged position in God's universal 
w. 
355. (and you will soon see the result, © pagans !) 
556. (by their own errors). 
557. (by having caused them to err). 


558. (and real). Cf.the NT. ‘For what is a man profited, if he shall 
gain the whole world, and lose his own soul ? or what shall a man give in exchange 
for his soul? (Mt. 16 : 26) 


559. (of forgiveness). 
560. (O Prophet !) 
561. Which means the whole of it. 
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19 (43... g) Is he then on whom is justified the decree of tor- 
ment——wilt thou®® rescue him who is*® in the Fire ? 
20. (Qi... X) But those who fear their Lord, for them are lc ^v 


chambers with lofty chambers above them, built?€*, whereunder rivers flow: ioe 


promise of Allah, and Allah fails not his appointment. 
21. NUM . d) Dost thou notë® see that Allah sends down water 


from the sky, and causes it to enter springs in the earth, and thereb. «oroduces 
corn various-coloured. Thereafter it9*9 withers and thou seest it turn yellow; 
then He makes it chaff. Verily herein is admonition for men of unde: + :ding. 
SECTION 3 
22. (o ... ga!) Shall he then whose breast Allah has e: 
Islam, so that he follows a light from His Lord be as he whose ea. 
hardened ? Then woe to those who hearts are hardened against remembransa 
of Allah.5° They are in a manifest error. 


562. (O Prophet !) 

563. (as if already). 

564. (already for them). Paradise consists of stages, one above another. 

565. (O reader !) 

566. i.e., the produce. 

567. Cf. the OT :—'Happy is the man that feareth always : but he that 
hardeneth his heart shall fall into mischief.’ (Pr. 28:14) And the NT :— 
hath blinded their eyes, and hardened their heart that they should notsee with 


their eyes, nor understand with their heart, and be converted and Ishould heal 


them.’ (Jn. 12 : 40) 
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Ve ce s astray, io: him there is no guide??. 
24 wat, de he then, who will shis.: himself with his face 
. of iorment? on the 7. of Resurrection??? be as he who is secure 
serefron: © And it +Ï! te -id to the ungodly: ::ste what you have been 
ing. 
25. ) Those who belied*** before them®, on them came 


ice they E ^ew notes, 

26. (ou... cé $) Allah made them taste humiliation in this world; 
d surely the torment of the Hereafter is greater——-if they but know. 

27. ‘os Sa... ads) And assuredly We have propounded in this 
Qurün every manner of similitudes for mankind, that haply they may be 
admo:;ished. 

28. (os. . ba) An Arabic Quran*?, without any crookedness**?, that 
haply they may fear’! 

29. (dsw... o) Allah propounds a similitude: a man has several 
partners*82, quarreling®83, and a man the property of one man??*, Are the two 
equal in likeness*85 ? Peace be to Allah ! But most of them know not®86.. 

30. (542... A) Verily thou?" art mortal and they?*$ are mortals. 

31. (Gsea# ...g) Then on the Day of Resurrection you 589 shall be 
comeneing before your ‘Lords, 


the torment tees 


568. (in parts; on many different occasions). 
569. i. e., or ‘self-resembling’ alike all through in the excellence of its con- 
tents. The whole of the Quran, although revealed piecemeal and during a long 
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? 49 
ols 4 Allah nas revealed®® the most excelient discourse, a 
Boo ns *», oft-repeated’, at which trembles ‘the skin: ‘of those who 
neir Lora then thei skin and heart soften to the remembrance of 
=. iş Allah's cuidance to which He guides whom He will^??; and 
wbom.-Alias-s s astray, ior him there is no guide’. 
24 (2$... gs!) le he, then, who will shie: himself with his face 
- of torment on the Day of Resurrection**5be as he who is secure 
therefrom And it will be said to the ungodly: taste what you have been 
rning. 
25. (554 . s3) Those who belied*'* before them*”, on them came 
the torment from whence they knew not?'5. 
26. (Ope. ee > 9) Allah made them taste humiliation in this world; 
and surely the Go of I dd Hereafter is greater——if they but know. 
27. (0553 .,.445) And assuredly We have propounded in this 


Quran every manner of similitudes for mankind, that haply they may be 
admonished. $ 

28. (òa. . bl’) An Arabic Quran®”, without any crookedness™, that 
haply they may fear?*!. 

29. (de...) Allah propounds a similitude: a man has several 
partners/?, quarreling®**, and a man the property of one man?€*, Are the two 
equal in likeness5** ?Peace be to Allah | But most of them know not*55, 

30. (552... A) Verily thou**? art mortal and they®*® are mortals. 

31. (954... p) Then on the Day of Resurrection you *** shall be 
contending before your Lord®®. 


568. (in parts ; on many y different RM 
569. i.e., or ‘self-resembling’ alike all through in the excellence of its con- 
tents. The Me of the Quran, although revealed piecemeal and during a long 
Note: Le Page was totally light, i made this legible by editing this 
page in photo editing software, please.comply 


.80 Pert XXIII 
————MM 

intetval of about 22 years and dealing with facts and events far removed from each 
other is yet a Book consistent with itself, and comformable in its various parts. 

370. i. e., with the teachings constantly reiterated. 

571. Which is a proof of their being moved by the Word of God. 

572. i.e., they are overcome by love and favour of God. 

573. Such as those who are soft of heart. 

574, Such as those who are hard-hearted. 

375. To shield oneself by one’s face is to expose oneself fully to the punish- 
ment ; and this conveys a true picture of utter helplessness. 

576. (the apostles of their age). 

377. i. e., the present-day infidels. 

578. The punishment they received arrived in such a way and at sucha 
time, and was of so tremendous a magnitude that the rejectors were taken quite 
aback. 

579. See P. XIV. nn. 342, 343. 

580. i.v., with no defect, doubt, or contradiction ; and unlike Christianity, 
without any ‘mysteries of faith." "It must not be forgotten that this claim of the 
Quràn to miraculous eloquence, . . was and is to the Arab incontrovertible.’ (Palmer, 
"The Quràán,' Intro. p. L) See also P. XV. n. 286. 

581. (their Lord). 

582. (as his masters). 

583. (among themselves). 

384. In the parable the distraction of the mind of the polytheist caused by 
service to so many gods is evident. Equally clear is the serenity of mind attending 
the worshipper of the only True God. Cf. the NT ;—‘No man can serve two 
masters : for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to 
the one, and despise the other.^ (Mt. 6; 24) Also Lk, 16 : 13. 

585. ‘Here is the secret of the transformation which Islam effects for the 
African animist...'The monotheist, set free from the terrors of the animistic demon- 
world, or from the uncertainties and confessions of the polytheistic pantheon, lifts 
his face to heaven and gives his worship to the Supreme alone, and asks help from 
a Power which, he is assured, has no rival.’ (ERE. X. p. 171) 

586. i.e., realize not even this single truth. 

587. (O Prophet !) 

588. 1. e., the infidels. 

589. i. e. the two contending parties of believers and unbelievers. 

390. 1. e., shall come contending, and receive final judgement. 


www.besturdubooks.wordpress.com 


XXXIX. SOrat-uz-Zumar 81 


pot 


— 
ME. SAM. 


AIO et! ON 


j 
* PA 


eo eMe "à WE opo. Ads REE werd dose 
IMS o n s a in’ 
36 di uii eis pe dd QE Sous E loeo ELO 


6G wee abe os 25 ja CH hes dá DPA 
La Gb eto QUOI Ali rr t HN CIARA ANNE 


7 ee 


Y 
zt 


EJ 
r 


PART XXIV 


32. (yai... x) And who is a greater wrong-doer than he who 
fabricates? a lie against Allah, and belies the truth when it comes to him ?? Wil 
not be the abode in Hell for the infidels ? 

33, (vad... ils) And whosoever brings the truth? and whosoever 
gives credence to it—— these ! they are the pious. 

34. (ua...) Theirs shall be whatever they will desire with their 
Lord’; that is the wage of the well-doers. 

35. (54s... uS) This will be in order that Allah may expiate from 
them the evil of what they may have worked, and may recompense them their 
wage for the best of what they have been working. 

36. (ah ... oM) Is Allah not sufficient? for His bondmen® ? Yet they’ 
would frighten thee? with those besides Him’. And whom Allah sends astray”, 
for him there will be no guide. 

37. (eus... es) And whom Allah guides for him there will be no 
misleader. Is not Allah Mighty and Lord of Retribution ?" 


(associating others with Him as co-partners). 
(through His prophet). 
(from God either directly or through His prophets). 


(whether of material objects or of intellectual pleasures or of spiritual 


I ae 


ends). 


5. (as a Protector). 
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6. i. e., for all His creatures in general, for the holy Prophet—the bond- 


man par excellence—in particular. On the use of ‘Our bondman’ or ‘His bondman’ 
for the holy Prophet see P. I. n. 98, and p. XV. n. 2. 


7. i.e., the idolaters in their ignorance. 

8. (O Prophet !) l 0; 

9. ie., with the vengeance of their gods. 
10. (in consequence of their own obduracy). 


1l. See P. III, n. 220; XIII. n. 511: XXI. n. 210. 
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38. (oA... fs) Wert thoui? to ask them? : who has created the 
heavens and the earth ? They will surely say: Allah,” Say thou: consider you 
then that those whom you call upon besides Allah, ——could they, if Allah 
intended some hurt for me, remove His hurt ? . Or if He intended some mercy 
for me, could they withhold His mercy ?!* Say thou: enough for me is Allah; 
in Him the trusting put their trust. 

39. (549 ...,$) Say thou: O my people!” act according to your 
station ; | am going to act in my way; presently you shall come to know —— 

40. (e ... o) on whom comes a humiliating torment!$ and on whom 
alights a lasting torment”. 

41. (ISa ... V!) Verily We! We have sent down to thee?? the Book 
for mankind?! with truth. Then whoever receives guidance it is for this own 
soul*’ and whoever strays, strays only to its hurt; and thou art not a guardian 
over them?3, 

SECTION 5 

42. (518%... 41) Allah it is Who takes away the souls?! at the time of 
their death and those who do not die in their sleep? ; then He withholds those?s on 
whom He has decreed death, and sends back the rest?? for an appointed term?8, 
Verily herein are signs?? for those who ponder. 

43. (ddaw... t) Have they? taken others for intercessors?! besides 
Allah ? Say thou: what ! even though they?? own not aught and understand not? 


12. (O Prophet !) 
183. i.e., the pagans of Makka. 

14. The Makkans believed ‘in a supreme God whom they called Allah’, 
(LRE.I.p. 326) ‘Wellhausen cites a large number of passages in which pre-Islamic 
Arabs mentioned Allah as a great deity’, (p. 664). The offence of the Arabs was 
not that they denied the Supreme Being or the Creator; they fully recognized His 
existence, but they associated other deities with Him. 
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15. (to confute them). 

16. i.e, have these associate-gods of yours any power either for: good or 
for evil in the presence of the Almighty ? In the philosophy underlying the religion 
of polytheism, nature is throughout divine, Everything which is impressive by 
reason of its sublimity is supposed to be capable of affecting man for good or evil, 
and therefore becomes a direct object of adoration and worship. It is this position 
the Qurán is so merciless in assailing. 

17. i e., the Arabs. 

18. (in this world). 

19. (in the Hereafter), 

20. (O Prophet !). 

21. 4. e., for their benefit and instruction, 

22. i.e., for the benefit and advantage of his own soul, 

23. i. e., responsible for their actions. 

24. (of men in toto). 

25. (partially). Life itself ceases at the time of death, while conscious life 
undergoes temporary cessation during every act of sleep. 

26. (souls) i. e., does not permit them again to return into their bodies, 

27. (to their bodies, when they are awake). 

28. i. e. till the time of their death. 

29. (of His providence). 

30. i.e., the pagans, 

31. (and therefore as objects of adoration and worship). 

32. i. e., images and idols. 
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44. (opm; ... ji) Say thou: Allah's is intercession altogether”. His is 
the dominion of the heavens and the earth; then?* to Him you shal! be returned?5, 

45. (Os, .. 133) When mention is made of Allah alone*, the hearts 
of those who believe not in the Hereafter?’ shrink with aversion; and when 
mention is made of those besides Him,?? lo! they rejoice??, 

46. (5954...) Say thou’: Allah! Creator of the heavens and the 
earth*11 Knower of the hidden and the open! Thou shalt judge between them? 
concerning what they have been differing in. 

47. (dym... 3») And were the ungodly’ to own“ all that is on the 
earth, and with it as much again, they will seek surely to ransom therewith*® from 
the torment of the Day. of Judgment, and there will become apparent to them 
from Allah what they had not been reckoning'e. 

48. (oje... EE) And there will become apparent to them the evils of 
what they earned, and there will surround them what they had been mocking at. 

49. (5, ... $36) When hurt touches a man‘? he calls on Ust, and 
afterwards when We have changed it into a favour from Us, he saysi?: | have 
obtained it® by force ot my knowledge? Ayə! it is a trial?, but most of 
them know not. 


33. i.e., none can presume to intercede with Him, unless by His per- 
mission. This strikes at the very root of Saviourhood and Mediation of Christ and 
others. Referring to four passages in the NT says a modern spokesman of Chris- 
tianity :—‘In all these passages Christ is represented as mediating between God and 
man, God and man have been estranged. The relation which normally subsists 
between them has been destroyed, and the work of the mediator is to restore it. In 
1 Timothy this work is explicitly connected with the redemptive death of Christ; 
there is one mediator between God and men, Himself man, Christ Jesus, who gave 
Himself a ransom for all’, (ERE. VIII. p. 516). The Christians pride themselves 
on calling this faith the religion of Mediation. ‘While the word “mediator” is 
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rarely met with, the idea contained in itis one of the most vital and influential 
thoughts in religion. Nearly every religion bears witness to it... (It) is found more 
clearly and forcibly expressed in Christianity than in any other type ef religion. So 
prominent and characteristic is the idea that we might define Christianity in the 
abstract as Theism plus Mediation...for it is this idea that most distinguishes the 
religion of the NT from pure Theism.' (D.B. III. p. 311-12). 

34. (after the expiry of your life in this world). 

35. (so Him alone you are to worship). 

36. (as the One and Only God). 

37. i.e., those who are not true monotheists. 

38. Whether as independent gods, co-equal with God or as subordinate 


ássociate-gods. 
39. Although the pagans of Makka were familier with the idea of a Creator, 


Allah, yet this belief *had little significance in their lives, as in the Maker of the 
universe they did not see their Lawgiver and Judge, but held themselves dependant 
for their good and evil fortune upon all manner of beings which they rendered 
favourable or harmless by animistic practices." (Hurgronje, Mohammedanism, p. 29} 
Not very different is the case of the Christians. Look at their invocation of the 
saints, their veneration of relics and their use of images. And look at their Litany 
of the Blessed Virgin :—‘We fly to thy patronage, O holy Mother of God ! despise 
not our prayers in our necessities, but deliver us from all dangers, O ever glorious 
and blessed virgin, Lord, have mercy on us. Christ, have mercy on us...God the 
Father of Heaven, have mercy on us. God the Son, Redeemer of the world, have 
mercy onus. God the Holy Ghost, have mercy on us. Holy Trinity, One God, 
have mercy on us......Lord of God, who takes away the sins of the world, have 
mercy on us, Pray for us, O holy Mother of God.’ (Butler’s Catechism, pp. 9-12). 


See also P.I.n. 523). 
40. (O Prophet !) 


41. (out of nothing ; merely from Thy all-powerful will). 

42. (finally aud demonstrably on the Day of Judgment). 

43, (to themselves while they were in the world) i. e., who were guilty of 
infidelity and polytheism. 

44, (in the Hereafter). 

45. (but in vain). 

46. i.e, in the first place, the fact of Resurrection itself, and next, the 


horrors thereof. 
i. e, an infidel. 


48. (devotedly and exclusively). 

49. (in forgetfulness of God). 

50. i.e., that relief. 

51. (and wisdom) i. e., as a result of my own resources and exertions, 
52. (from the Lord). 
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50. (545...) Surely said it those before them, yet there did not 
avail them what they have been earning.** 

51. (swe... pele) And there befell them the evils** of what they had 
earned. And of them they who go wrong**—.— presently will befall them the evil 
of what they earn; nor can they frustrate?", 

52. (uss... dsl) Do they not know that Allah*? expands provision for 
whom he will, and stints it for whom He will ? Verily herein are signs®® for them 
who believe. 

SECTION 6 


53. (eJ! .. OK) Say thou“ : My bondmen who have committed extra- 
vagance against themselves*! : despair not of the mercy of Allah: verily Allah will 
forgive the sins altogether*?. Verily He! He is the Forgiving, the Merciful. 

54. (55,22. .!£3) Turn penitently to your Lord®, and submit to Him*, 
before there comes to you the torment, and then you shall not be succoured®5, 

55. (0545 .. tts) And follow the best of what has been sent down 
to you from your Lord? before there comes to you the torment of a sudden, 
while you perceive not". 

56. (5 ,LJ.. ot) lest'5 a soul should say: Alas ! for that | have been 
remiss in respect of Allah, and | was but of the scoffers! 


53. Compare a saying of Korah in Surat-ul-Qasas, verse 78. 

54. i.e., their devices and designs. 

55. 1, e., the evil consequences. 

56. (of men of this generation). 

57, (Our vengeance). 

58. (in accordance with His own universal laws, and not as a consequence 
to the infidels’ petty devices and designs). 

59. (of God’s sole potency). 

60. (on My behalf, O Prophet !) 
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61. (by acts of infidelity and impiety). 

62. (to those who sincerely repent and confess His Unity). Compare and 
contrast with this the teaching of the NT :—‘All manner of sin and blasphemy 
shall be forgiven unto men but.the blasphemy against the Holy Ghost shal] not be 
forgiven unto men, And whosoever spegketh a word against the Son of man, it 
shall be forgiven him ; but whosoever speaketh against the Holy Ghost, it shall not 
be forgiven him, neither in this world, nor in the world to come? (Mt. 12: 31, 
32) 

63. (to earn His forgiveness). 

64. (by embracing Islam). 

65. i.e., if you die in the state of infidelity then there can be no escape 
from the inevitable. 

66. i.e., the Revealed religion, the whole of which is best. 

67. (the approach of it). 

68. i.e. you are invited to this course of action lest——. 

69. (on that Day). 


En"-————-——————————À————M——— cL Á—ÀÁÀ— Y 
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57. (dx... Jaa sl) Or, lest It should say: had Allah but guided me”® | 
would surely have been of the pious! 

B8. (ug... A) Or, lest it should say when it beholds the 
torment: were there for me a return?! | would be of the well-doers. 

59. (a, Ñi ... uk) Yea!” surely there came to thee My revelations, but 
thou beliedest them and wast stiff-necked”® and wast of the infidels. 

60. (4)... exs) And on the Day of Judgment thou” shalt see 
those who lied against Allah?>=——their faces blackened'*. Is not the abode of the 
stiff-necked in Hell ? 

61. (osym... gas) And Allah will deliver them who feared ///m to 
their place of safety. Evil will not touch them, nor will they grieve. 

62. (jf5...4) Allah is the Creator of everything,"*-^ and He is a 
Trustee over everything’*-, . 

63. (os p ...4) His are the keys of the heavens and the earth?'; and 
those who disbelieve in the revelations of Allah——those ! they are the losers. 

SECTION 7 

64. (odabi... y) Say thou?* : is it other than Allah that you?? call me 
to worship, O you pagans! ®° 

65. (abh... aas) And assuredly it has been revealed to thee?! and to 
those before thee® : if thou?’ joinest*! surely of no effect shall be made thy work, 
and thou shalt surely be of the losers. 


66. (afu... 414) Aye! Allah must thou worship, and be among the 
thankful. 


Seniman mamai 


70. (in the world) i ¢, had His guidance been reached me through any of 
His messengers. 


71. (into the world), 
72, "Thus they will be answered, 
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73. The denial was due not to any lack of understanding but to sheer 
contumacy: 

74. (O Prophet !) 

75. (denying the mission of the holy Prophet and calling the Holy Quran 
a human production). 

76. (with the scorching fire of thé Hell, as also with fear and disgrace). 

76-A. Even a thing so evident to the religious conciousness of mankind has 
needed special emphasis in view of the crudities and monstrosities of many a 
*philosopher;' Aristotle, for example, is no believer in Divine creation. ‘If the 
question be asked, whether Aristotle thinks of God as creator of the world, the 

"answer must certainly be that he does not, For him matter is ungenerated, eternal ; 
he expressly argues against a creation of the world.’ (Rose, Aristotle, p. 184) 

76-B. (and not only the First Cause or Prime Mover, as understood by 
pagan philosophers). He is the supreme Director, the Provider of everything big 
or small, and is into the closest conceivable relation with every object of the uni- 
verse. Aristotle, when he considers the nature of God, feels that the ascription to 
Him of any practical interest in the world would detract from His perfection.’ 
(Rose, op. cit., p. 124). 

77. t.e, He is their sole Creator, Preserver and Ruler. 

78. (O men of Makka !) 

79. (O Prophet !) 

80. JL literally is ‘Ignorant; and, silly, er foolish, in conduct; and, 
wrong in conduct; characterised by | in any of the senses assigned to this 
word above. (LL), but in the usage of the Holy Quran is also synonymous with a 
‘pagan’ or ‘a heathen’; and it is in this sense that the word is used here, See P. 
IV. n. 264. 

81. (O Prophet !) 

82. (ofthe prophets). 

83. (O reader !) 

84. (aught with God). 


mæt 
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67. (ùS... bs) And they® do not estimate Allah with an estimation - 
due to Him®, whereas the whole earth®’ shail be His handfíul*? on the Day of 
Judgment, and the heavens** shall be rolled in His right hand**. Hallowed be 
He and Exalted above what they associate?!, 

68. (o2). .. gis) And the trumpet shall be blown*?, when all who are in 
the heavens and all who are on the earth® shall swoon away?!, save whom Allah 
wilis. Then it shall be blown again, and lo! they® shall be standing, looking 
on”, 

69. (ùl, . 3,217) And the earth will gleam with the light?? of the Lord*? 
and the Record!*? will be set up,!?! and the prophets and the witnesses!? will be 
brought, and the judgement between them? will be given with truth, and they 
will not be wronged. 


70. (244 ... ess) Every soul will be paid in full! what it has 
worked; and He is the Best Knower of what they do!^5, 
SECTION 8 


71. (o, Xn . » ds) And those who disbelieve will be ariven to Hell in 
troops!** till, when they arrive thereto, its portals will be opened, and its keepers 
will say to them™ : did not there come to you messengers from amongst you, 
rehearsing to you the revelations of your Lord and warning you of the meeting of 
this your Day ? They will say: Yea! but the word of chastisement has been 
justified on the infidels!95, 


85. i.e., the polytheists. 

86. See P. VII. n. 585. Compare a saying of Paul in the NT: —*We ought 
not to think that the Godhead is like unto gold, orsilver, or stone, graven by art 
and man’s device. (Ac. 18 : 29) 

87. (with all its vastness). 

88. i. e., no more than a mere handful. So great is His might i 
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89. (with their staggering dimensions). 

90. (like an ordinary scroll). Notice the specification of the right hand—— 
the hand of power and majesty. 

91. (with Him). 

92. (for the first time). 

93. (ofthe living created beings). : 

94. i.e., the living will die, and the souls of the dead will become uncon- 
scious, (Th.) 

95. (to except from the common fate). ‘Who can be the subject of this 
exception but those in whom the ego has reached the very highest noint of inten- 
sity ? And the climax of this development is reached when the ego is able to retain 
full self-possession, even in the case of a direct contact with the all-embracing Ego. 
As the Quran says of the Prophet’s vision of the Ultimate Ego : His eye turned not 
aside, nor did it wander.’ (53:17) ‘This is the ideal of perfect manhood in Islam, 
Nowhere has it found a better literary expression than in a Persian verse which 
speaks of the Prophets’ experience of Divine illumination : 

Bri 2? dX gol as y cline ag Oh e cà, WA) o 
“Moses fainted away by a mere surface illumination of Reality : Thou seest the 
very substance of Reality with a smile U^ (Iqbal, of. cit. pp. 163-164). 

96. 1i. e., all the created living beings now dead. 

97. (in wonder). 

98. i.e, with full glory. 

99. (and not with the glory of the ‘Son of man?) Contrast with this 
Mt. 25: 31 ff. 

108. (of every one). 

101. (before him). 

102. (including, besides prophets, angels and the Muslim community as a 
whole. 

103. i, e., between sentient beings endowed with responsibility. 

104. +. ¢., neither the wicked receiving more punishment, nor the good 
receiving less reward than what is due. 

105. Compare with this highly monotheistic description of the Judgment 
Day a similar description, essentially polytheistic, in the NT, Mt. 25 : 31 ff. 

106. Classed according to the degrees of their impiety and infidelity. 

107. (by way of reproach). 

108. (as they paid no heed to the warnings). 
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72: (oM. ) !t will be said : enter the portals of Hell to be abiders 
therein!'??. How ill, na is ae abode of the stiff-necked! 

73. (calle . . Gs») And those who feared their Lord will ba driven to the 
Garden in troops! till, when they arrive thereto, and its portals will be opened, 
and its keepers will say to them!?? : peace be to you! excellent are you, enter it 
as abiders!!?, 

74. (uh... 165) And they! will say!!5 : a// praise to Allah, Who has 
made good His promise to us, and made us inherit this land, so that we may 
dwell in the Garden wherever we will!!!" Excellent, then, is the wage of the 
workers ! 

75. (aW... sys) And thou wilt see!!! the angels thronging round the 
Throne’, hallowing the praise of their Lord. And Judgment will be given 
between them" with truth!*!; and it will be said?2?: a/f praise to Allah, the 
Lord of the worlds. 


109. (for ever). Cf. the Bible :—‘Depart from me, ye cursed, into ever- 
lasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels.’ (Mt. 25 : 41) 

110. Classed according to the degrees of the faith and good work. 

I1. (to receive them). See Surat-us-Sad, verse 51. 

112. (by way of greeting and welcoming them). 

113. (for ever; and thus they do enter). Cf. the Bible :—‘Inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.’ (Mt 25 : 34). 

li4. i.e., the inmates of Paradise. 

115. (among themselves). 

116. (of Paradise for eternity). 

117. (in perfect security and abundance). 

118. (O Prophet !) 

119. x due obeisance). The particle y is here partitive, 

120. i. e., between His creatures. 

121. i. e., with perfect justice and equity. 

122. (at the end of Judgment by all the created bep 
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Surat-ul-Mamin 


The Believer. XL 


(Makkan, 9 Sections and 85 Verses) 
In the name of Alish,-the Compassionate, the Merciful. 
SECTION 1 


1. (Gt) Ha. Mim. 

2, v «+ dS) The revelation of the Book js from Allah, the Mighty, 
the Knower. 

3. (sal... J) the Forgiver of sin, Accepter of repentance!ti, Severe 
in chastisement, Lord of Power'!, No god is there but He; to Him is the 
journeying, 

4. (sul...) None dispute concerning the revelation of Allah save 
those who disbelieve; so let not their going about in the cities beguile thee!?5, 

5. (ole . . 3) The people of Nuh and the confederates!?* after them, 
belied their messengers before these!?, and every disbelieving community 
advanced towards their messenger that they may seize him’, and disputed with 


vain talk, that they may confute the truth thereby!??. So | seized them, and how 
terrible was My chastisement ! 


E ———— REG - 


123. Note once more that the expiation of sin in Islam entirely rests, on 
the one hand, on the repentance of the sinner and, on the other hand, on tlie for- 
giving and merciful nature of God. 
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124. J,a means ‘The Possessor of all-sufficiency, and of super- 
abundance, or of bounty, or the Possessor of power, or of bounty, and beneficence.’ 
(LL) 

125. (into thinking that they will escape punishment, O reader !) See 
P. IV. n. 458. 

126. (of evil and infidelity). 

127. i. e., before the time of these Makkan pagans. 

128. i. e., that they might get him in their power. 

129. (perversely ignoring the merits of the Message). 


www.besturdubooks.wordpress.com 


96 Part XXIV 


40) ZIA g al 92 799 PP LE 2^ 752.2 [4 Ya 9944 TT 
Oran cR Pied SA WM SACRUM Aia 
M D097 


alfo moram ‘ses Bex ses yea cg ] O33 9 4 vy, 


wey 


spe po Eiern ata ates zs MUTO AY lis egi 


gb Sys e WS LsiokA gs gsols iod Aa e By ces 
ARE e AGI Qo XGA EOS BSS. acie 
GF BEINGS COS CEE ABIES (5 o CEES bods a 


6. (3... cass) And thus has the Word of thy Lord been justified 
on them who disbelieve, that they shall be the inmates of the Fire. 


7. (gm... a3) Those? who bear the Throne, and those who are 
round about it, hallow the praise of their Lord and believe in Him and ask 
forgiveness for the faithful, saying : our Lord! Thou comprehendest everything 
in mercy'?? and knowledge", so forgive those who repent and follow Thy path, 
and protect them from the torment of the Flaming Fire. 

8. (K&N... t7) Our Lord! make them enter the Everlasting Gardens 
which Thou hast promised them, and a/so such of their fathers and their wives 
and their offspring as are fit, Verily Thou! Thou art the Mighty!**, the Wise!3*, 

9. ( tell .. eJ) And guard them against evils'?. And whom Thou 
shalt protect trom evils on.. the Day, him Thou hast certainly taken into mercy : 
and that: itis a mighty dchievement. 


SECTION 2 


10. (25,53... 9) Verily those who disbelieve——they will be cried 
unto: surely Allah's abhorrence!*® was greater than is your abhorrence toward 
yourselves!*?, when you were called to belief!*!, and you rejected. 


130. . (of the angels). 

131. (and dwell on the earth). 

132. (so Thou art sure to be merciful to the believers). 
133. (so Thou art sure to have knowledge of their belief). 


134. (to enter Paradise, but yet whose good works are not of the highest 
order). This shows that the faithful by their good works and prayers may cause 
their relatives who have died in the faith a higher degree of merit than they would 
be entitled to on the ground of their own works. 
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135. i.e., Able to make whomsoever Thou wilt enter the Paradise. 


136. i.e., Full of wisdom in apportioning degrees to the immates of Hell 
and Heaven. 


137. (of every sort). 


138. (when in the agony of Fire they will be feeling highly disguested with 
themselves). 
139. (towards you). 


140. (just now). 
141. (while in the world). 
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11. (jm... Sse) They will say: our Lord! Thou hast made us die 
twice!t?, and Thou hast made us live twice!**, now we confess our sins*4, is there 
no getting out any way ? 

12. (l... K) That ist because when Allah alone was called upon 
you denied; and when some one was associated with Him you believed™*. So 
the judgment is of Allah, the Exalted, the Great. 

13. (44... vil) He it is Who shows you’ His signs and sends 
down provision for you from the heaven, and none receives admonition™ save 
him who turns °° in penitence. 

14. (oy ai) . . . lex) Therefore call to Allah, making faith pure for Him, 
averse as the infidels may be. 

15. (5331... e» He is Lofty in degrees™!, Lord of the Throne. He 
casts the spirit of His command!? upon whomsoever He will of His bondmen, 
that he!** may warn the people of the Day of meeting—— 

16. (ai... ex) the Day whereon they!** will appear; nothing of 
them will be concealed from Allah. Whose is the dominion today ? /t is of 
Allah, the One!55, the Subduer!*?, 

17. (oi... e) Today every soul will be recompensed for what it 
has earned, no wrong-doing today; verily Allah is Swift at Reckoning. 


142. (having first created us in a state of lifelessness and given life to our 
inanimate body, and then causing us to die a natural death). 

143. (first in the earthly life and then in the life after the resurrection). 

144, | (specially the sin of denying the Resurrection). 

145. This will be said to them by the an gels. 

146. Seen. 39 above. 

147. (O mankind !) 
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148. i. e., the evidences of His uniqueness and potency. 
149. (and guidance). 


150. i.e, who wills to believe; who is sincerely and seriously desirous of 
finding guidance. 


151. Or, the Exalter of ranks ; One who has lofty degrees ta confer. 
152. i. e., of His Revelation. 

153. i. e., the recipient of Revelation. 

154. i.e., mankind. 

155. (face to face with their maker). 

156. i. e, admitting of no du ility or plurality in His powet or nature. 


157. i. e., admitting of no partnership in His attributes, See P. XII.n. 496, 
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18. (gl... X5) Warn them thou of the Day of Portending!** whereon 
the hearts will be in the throats, chocking!*?; then for the ungodly there will be no 
ardent friend nor an intercessor to be given heed to. 

19. (ssaa... lx) He knows the fraud of the eyes, and what the 
breasts conceal. 

20. (sað. ., 4) Allah decrees with truth, while those whom they call 
upon beside Allah cannot decree anything?®. Verily Allah: He is the Hearer, 
the Beholder! 

SECTION 3 


21. (Js... dl) Have theyisi not travelled about in the land so that 
they may see how has been the end of those who were before them!€?, They 
were mightier than these in strength and in the traces!$3 in the land. Yet Allah 

seized them for their sins, and from Allah they had none as protector. 

22. (lel. . . 8i) This, because their messengers were wont to bring 
them evidences*, but they disbelieved: so Allah seized them. Verily He is Strong, 
Severe in chastisement. 

23. (om... ads) And assuredly We sent Misa with Our signs: and a 
clear authority: 

24. (AS... Jl) to Fir'rawn!'**, Hàmàn!** and Qariin?®, but they said: a 
magician, a liar.. 

ae a a ee a 


158. (O Prophet !) 37 applied to a man, hastening, or quick; and 
endeavouring to hasten, or be quick. 453‘! The resurrection ;...or it means, the 
near event, or case, of being on the brink of the fire of Hell? (LL) 

159. (with terror). 

160. i. «., God is and shall be the sole Judge. This repudiates the Christian 
doctrine of Jesus being the Judge and Arbiter. Cf. the NT :—‘For the Son of man 
shall come in the glory of his Father with his angels; and then heshall reward 


www.besturdubooks.wordpress.com 


reveren qst PIT TO OR ee | at dp nm CER 


— s nÜ 


XL. Sürat-ul-Mümin 101 


pa ————————————À———————M—À PÓÓ—9À 


every man according to his works. (Mt. 16: 27) ‘When the Son of man shall 
come in his glory, and all the holy angels with him, then shall he sit upon the 
throne of his glory : and before him shall be gathered all nations : and he shall 
separate them one from another, as a shephered divideth his sheep from the goats : 
and he shall set the sheep on his right hand, but the goats on the left. Then shall 
the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit 
the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.’ (Mt. 25 : 31-34) 

161. č. e., the present-day infidels. . 

162. Itis a fact noted by historians and anthropologists alike that ‘imposing 
civilizations in the past have been overwhelmed in sudden and wholesale disaster.’ 
(EMK. I. 400) 

163. (which they have left of their power and glory). 

164. i. e., clear arguments and miracles, 

165, See P. I. n. 205. 

166. See P. XX. n. 100, 

167, See P. XX. n. 312. ff. 
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25. (J>... W) And when he came to them with truth from before Us 
they!** said : slay the sons of those who have believed with him!$? and let their 
women live!*?, And the plot of the infidels!*! was naught but vain. 


26. (abil... J6) And said Fir'awn??? : leave me alone, that ! may slay 
Misa and let him call upon his Lord??. | fear that he! may change your 
religion? or that he may cause disruption in the land!**. 


27. (iəd... J5) And said Müs&!" : verily | seek refuge in my Lord 
and your Lord from avery stiff-necked person who does not believe in a Day of 
Reckoning. 


SECTION 4 


28. (AS .. Jés) And a believing man of Fir'awn's household!**.,, hiding 
his faith, said"! : would you slay a man because he says, my Lord is Allah, and 
has come to you with evidences from your Lord ?. If he is an impostor, upon 
him will be his imposture???, but if he is truthful, then shall befall you some of 
what he threatens you with!®. Verily Allah does not guide?! anyone: extra- 
vagant or a liar®, 


168. i. e., the officials of the Egyptian court. 

169. i.e.,sons of the Israelites. See P. I. n. 207. 
170. See P. I. n. 208. 

171. (for the destruction of Moses). 


172. (to his ministers and officials who bad advised him to put off the 
killing of Moses). 


173. (to protect him from me). 
174. (ifleft alive and free). 


175. i.e., your ancient national religion, which included the Pharaoh wor- 
ship. The popular religion of Egypt, at the time of Moses, was gross form of 
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polytheism. ‘The priests had invented, and maintained the outward polytheism 
and idolatry, as the only religion suitable to the mass of the people; they inculcated 
jt; they administered its rites; they sanctioned its grossness, its licentiousness, its 
lowering and debasing materialism.” (Rawlinson, Moses : His Life and Times, p. 39) 

176. (by setting at naught the laws of the country and by raising seditions). 

177. (to his people when he came to hear of all this). 

177-A. Cf. the Of:—‘He that feared the word of the Lord among the 
servants of Pharaoh made his servants and his cattle flee into the houses’ (Ex.9: 20) 
That some, at all events, of the Egyptians had come to believe in Moses seems 
certain. 

178. (to the people of the Egyptian court). 

179. (i.e. upon his head will be the evil consequences.of his life. 

180. Compare a similar incident, recorded in coznection with the apostles 
of Jesus, in the NT : -*When they heard that, they were cut to the heart, and took 
counsel to slay them. Then stood there up one in the council, a Pharisee, named 
Gamaliel, a doctor of thelaw ... And said unto them '; Ye men of Israel, take 
heed to yourselves what ye intend to do as touching these men... .And now 
1 say.unto you, Refrain form these men, and let them alone: for if this counsel 
or this work be of men, it will come to nought : But if it be of God, ye cannot 
overthrow it; lest haply ye be found even to fight against God.’ ( Ac. 5 : 33-39 ) 

181. i.e., He allows him not to attain his goal. 


182. (so ifa liar, he is bound to come to grief speedily). 


www.besturdubooks.wordpress.com 


104 | Part XXIV 


ren eai 
NLS QIN euet oat GA G3 Qaa deo Sua 
KC OT Sea GS Oey Mes &is zi $65 poe? 
e Coe) C Mai oa eol rioa Pata DAE Ses 
i mE GU KE a GEES GAS edu ts Dto 
ESSA Gil & AAG o 2 one $5, Sida 62 
«lé exe aC teste Ec i Lo kh dien 


on 


29. Gl... ek) My people!! yours is the kingdom today, you are 
being triumphant in the land; but who will succour us against scourage of Allah 
if it comes to us! ? Fir'awn said : | show you only what | see155; and | guide 
you to the path of rectitude. 

30. (.h-YX.. J&;) And he who believed said: my people! I fear for 
you a fate like that of the factions! of the old1*7, 

31. (QU... J) Like the fate of the people of Nüh and Aad and Thamüd 
and those after them; and Allah does not intend any wrong to His bondmen!?, 

32. Gl. , tV) And, my people! | fear for you a day of Mutual Calling. 

33. (W... tz) A Day whereon you shall turn away retreating"; for 
you there will be no protector from Allah, and he whom Allah sends astray), for 
him there is no guide. 

34. (Cl... ads) And assuredly earlier there came to you! Yüsuf!*? 
with evidences, yet you ceased not to be in doubt concerning what he brought to 
you", until he died, and you said: Allah will by no means raise a messenger 
after him. Thus does Allah keeps astray one who is extravagant and a doubter— 

—————— S See PT 


183. A continuation of the believing man’s speech. 

184. ( consequent on the killing of His favourite servant) 

185. ( myself ) i.e., I advise you to take the course which I see advisable. 

186. ( of disaster ). 

187. ( against the prophets in former times). 

188. (so it would be an act of sheer justice that the rebels would meet their 
de ). This also makes it plain once more that God of Islam is not a malevolent 

eity. 

189. (from the judgment-seat to the Hell ). 

190. (in consequence of his own contumacy). 

191. (O Egyptians !). 

192. ie, the prophet Joseph. See P. XII. n. 361 

193. ¿.z.,his monotheistic teaching. 
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35. (lw... oll) those!*! who wrangle concerning the signs of Allah 
without any authority that has come to them. itis greatly abhorrent to Allah 
and to those who believe. Thus Allah seals up the heart!” of every stiff-necked 
high-handed person. 

36. (GLY. . dé») And Fir'awn said : Haman!2"* build for me a tower??? 
that | may reach the roads1*$— — 

37. (.U..-L-1) the roads of the heavens so that | may mount up to 
the God of Must, and surely | believe him to be a liar??. And thus fair-seeming 
to Firawn was made the evil of his work, and he was hindered from the path*9», 
And the plot of Fir'awn ended only in perdition. 


SECTION 5 


38. (45)1... Js) And he who had believed??! said : my people! follow 
me, and | shall guide you to the path of rectitude.??? 

39. (Jt... e 9t) My people ! the life of this world is only a passing 
enjoyment, and verily the Hereafter ! that is the Abode of rest. 

0.° (Le... Je o») Whosoever works an evil, he shall not be requited 

except the like thereof; and whosoever, male or female, works righteously, and is 
a believer——they will enter a Garden wherein they shall be provided for without 
measure. . 

41. (Ut... e3) And, my people! how is it? that I call you unto 
salvation, while you call me to the Fire? 


194. Another instance ofthe abrupt transition in Arabic, from the 
singular number, to the plural. 

195. (with no trace left for receiving the truth). 

196. 'That the Theban High Priest of Amon was himself only next in 
importance to Pharaoh is a fact well-known to history. * As the wealth and 
power of Amon in particular increased, his High Priest at Thebes became a more 
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————————MM—————M—M 
and more important political factor. We recall that he was head of the sacerdotal 
organization embracing all the priesthoods of the country : he thus controlled a 
most influential political faction. Hence it was that the High Priest of Amon 
under Merneptah ( Ramses Is son and successor ) and possibly already under 
Ramses himself was: ab'e to go further and to install his own son as his successor, 
thus firmly entrenching his family at the head of the most influential hierarchy in 

Egypt.’ (Breasted, History of Egypt. pp. 456-457). See also P. XX. n. 100. 

197. In the Jewish tradition there is a dim yet sufficiently distinct mention 
of a castle being built for the king of Egypt ‘between heaven and earth’.( JE. L 
p.288). The kings were the builders, and the high-priests carried out their directions.’ 
(Rawlinson, Ancient Egypt. p. 290). Haman, or the Theban High Priest cf Amon was 
also the Principal Architect of the empire ( ib ). 

198. See P. XX. n. 211. 

199. (in his assertion that there is a God other than myself). jb here stands 
for belief or conviction. - l 

200. (of rectitude ) 

: 201. (among the people of Pharaoh ). See verse 28 above, 

202. See the concluding words of the verse 29 above. The path of 
rectitude, says the man of faith, lies with him, and not with Pharach. 

208. An expression of wonder, equivalent to ‘how is it ?’ 
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42. (UM... giev) You call me for this, that | should blaspheme 
against Allah, and associate with Him that cf which | have no knowledge, while 
1 call you to the Mighty, the Forgiver. 

43. (Ui... e XY) Undoubtediy you only call me to what is not to 
be invoked in this world nor in the Hereafter ; and verily our return shail be to 
Allan ; and the extravagant! they shall be the inmates of the Fire. i 

44. QU... 025X3) And soon you shall remember? what | am tell- 
ing you. | confide my affair to Allah, verily Allah is the Beholder of His bondmen. 

45. (31 . . . 45,3) So Allah protected him??? from the ills which 
they plotted,?** and the evil of the torment surrounded the household of 
Fir'awn.??* 

46. (UJ. . . W) The Fire! they are exposed thereto?“ morning and 
evening. And on the Day whereon the Hour will uprise, jt will be said ;?9? 
cause :he household of Fir'awn to enter the most grievous torment. 

47. (lily 2. . 317) And consider what time they?!* will wrangle in 
the Fire together, and the oppressed will say to the stiff-necked: verily we have 
been unto you a following ;?!! are you going to avail us against a portion of the 
Fire ? 


204. i.e., when you see the punishment. 

205. i.e., that believing Egyptian, whose discourse has now ended. 
206. (against him) 

207. (after their death) 

208. (in their burzakhish life) 

209. (by the angels) 

210. i. e., infidels in general. 

211. (while in the world). 
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48. (3344... Jë) Those who were stiff-necked will say: verily we are 
all in it; verily Allah has judged between His bondmen.?!? 

49. (4... diy) And those in the fire will say to the keepers of Hell: 
pray to your Lord that He may lighten for us a day of torment. 

50. (je. . . lb) They??? will say: did not there come to you your 
messengers with evidences? They will say: yea !#4 They?!5 will say: prayt'* 
then yourselves. And the praying of the infidels?!’ is but in wandering.?!* 

SECTION 6 

51. (Yr. . Ul) Verily We! We shall surely succour Our messengers 

and those who believe, both in the life of this world and on a Day whereon the 


witnesses?!? will stand forth??? — — 
52. (jM! ... ex) a Day whereon their excuse will not profit the 


ungodly. Theirs will be the curse and theirs the evil Abode. 

53. (tS . . ads) And assuredly We vouchsafed to Musa the guidance 
and We caused the Children of Israel to inherit the Book — 

54, (UY...) a guidance and an admonition to men of under- 
standing. 

55. (EYL... b) Wherefore be steadfast thou?! The promise of 
Allah??? is true ; and ask forgiveness for thy fault ;??** and hallow the praise of 
thy Lord at evening and dawn. 


212. (in Rn 

213. i.e., the angels ; the keepers of Hell. 

214. (surely they did come). 

215. i.e., the angels ; the keepers of Hell. 

216. (your Lord) 

217. (in the Hereafter even though addressed to God). See notes on the 
concluding words of verse 14 of Surat-ur-Ra'd, P. XIII nn. 254-55, 

218. (and will come to naught) 
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ARM ———————————————————— 

219. i.c., angels. . 

220. (to record their evidence for the apostles and against the culprits). 

221. (with patience, in the face of persecution and insults, O Prophet !) 

222. (for the protection of His apostles). See verse 51. i 

223. 33 ‘differs from et in being either intentional or committed through 
inadvertence, whereas ¿1 is- peculiarly intentional. (LL) When spoken of in 
reference to the prophets it means an act of inadvertence, not blamable in itself, but 
only unworthy of their high rank.’ (Th) Mere erring,or error of judgment with 
no moral delinquency, of course, does not constitute a sin. See also P. XXVI, 
S. XL VII, V. 19. 
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56. (el... aoi) Verily those who wrangle concerning the revele- 
tions of Allah without an authority having come to them??!* ——naught is there 
in their breasts save ambitions??? which they shall not achieve. Seek refuge 
thou then in Allah ;??9 verily He! He is the Hearer, the Beholder. 

57. (òa... gal) The creation of the heavens and the earth??? is in- 
deed greater than the creation of mankind ;??? yet most of mankind know not. 

58. (ùs fax... Ws) Not equal are the blind and the seeing, nor those 
who believe and work righteous deeds and the wicked. Little are you 
admonished.??? 

59. (os4% ... ol) Verily the Hour is coming; there is no doubt thereof, 
yet most of mankind believe not. 

60. (5,25 .. . dbs) And your Lord has said: call upon Me, and | 
shall answer you.??! Verily those who are stiff-necked against My worship, now 
they will enter Hell abject.??? 

SECTION 7 

61. (Gs &» ... al) Allah it is Who has made the night that you may 
repose therein,??? and the day enlightening. Verily Allah is the Lord of grace for 
mankind: yet most of mankind return not thanks.2*4 


224. i.e., with no plausible grounds whatever. 
225. i.e., the quest of greatness. 

226. (against their machinations, O Prophet !) 
227. (in the first instance, and from nothing) 


228. (for a second time; at the resurrection). This is said in answer to the 
pagans who denied the possibility of Resurrection. 


229. (O infidels !) 


230. (and not unto others). Prayer is the higher medium, in Islam, where- 
by man can enter into communion with God. See P. II. nn. 231, 232; P. XX. n. 8. 
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231. Whether that answer be immediate, direct or indirect. Cf. the OT :— 
‘Seek ye the Lord while he may be found, call ye upon him while he'is near.' 
(Is. 55:6) And the NT :—‘Watch ye therefore and pray always, that ye may be 
accounted worthy to escape all these things that -shall come to pass (Lk. 21.: 36). 

232. ‘God, himself, the One, reveals himself to man through prophets and 
otherwise, and man, in prayer, can come directly to God. This is Muhammad's 
great glory. The individual. soul and its God are face to face’ (Macdonald, 
Religious Attitude and Life in Islam, p. 38) 

233. Contrast with this such fantastic doctrines.of certain polytheist peoples ; 
*Summer and Winter are at war with one another, exactly like Day and Night ; Day 
and Summer gladden, as Night and Winter vex the world.” (ERE. v. p. 103) 


234. (by acknowledging His unity) 
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62. (oy... ols) Such is Allah, your Lord, the Creator of every- 
thing ;?55 there is no god but He. Whither then are you straying away ??39 


i: P 


63. (5524€... AMS In this wise those who were wont to gainsay the 
signs of Allah have strayed away.*?? 


64. (od. .. 4) Allah it is Who has made the earth for you a 
resting-place and the sky a structure ;?3* and fashioned you??? and fashioned well, 
and provided for you goodly things. Such is Allah, your Lord! So blessed be 
Allah,?'* the Lord of the worlds. 


65. (ua... 9») He is the Living;?* no god there is but He. So call 
upon Him, making faith pure for Him. AJ praise for Allah, the Lord of the 
worlds. 

66. (aA, . . J) Say thou;?!* verily | am forbidden that 1 should 
worship those whom you call upon besides Allah when evidences?* have c:me 


to me from my Lord, and | am commanded that | should submit tothe Lord of 
the worl 1s.*?44 


235. This strikes at the godless, childish and materialistic cosmogonies of 
the Greek ‘philosophers.’ According to Plato, ‘fire and water and earth and air all 
exist by Nature and chance’ and none of them by an action of mind, and ‘the bodies 
which come next in order——the earth, sun, moon and stars——have been created 
by mean; of these absolutely inanimate existences. The various elements are moved 
by chance, and also by inherent forces according to certain affinities amongst them 
sieva After this fashion has been created the whole of heaven and all that is therein, 
as well as all animals and plants and all the seasons. These come from these 
elements, not by any action of mind or of any god or from art but by Nature and 
chance only.” (EMK. I.p.3) And, according to an Aristotelian dictum, ‘nothing 
comes into existence out of that which is not, but everything out of that which is’; 
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RE OA ————— 


so that ‘there can have been no process of creation, merely a redistribution of four 
elements and their four qualities.” (ib). 


336. (from His worship) 

237. (in former times) 

238. See P. I. n. 92, 

239. (In due proportion). 

240. See P. XVIII. n. 15. 

241. See P. III. n. 20. | 

242. (preaching to the polytheists, O Prophet !) 
243. i.e.,clear arguments demonstrating His unity. 
244. See P. I. n. 13. 
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67. (odas... ill») He it is Who created you?" of dust, and then of a 
drop, and then of a clot,™® and then He brings you forth?!” as an infant, and then 
He ordains that you attain your full strength, and then that you become old men— 
though some of you die earlier—and that you?!® attain the appointed term ;?1*. 
and that haply you may reflect.25° 

68. (o... si) He it is Who causes life and death ;??* and whence 
He decrees an affair He only says to it: be, and it becomes.??? 


*ECTION 8 


69. (0j... à) Dostthou.not?*? see those who wrangle concerning 
the revelations of Allah, whither are they turning away? 

70. (òs... a3!) Those who belie the Book and the message with 
which We sent Our messengers, presently they will come to know—— 

71. (Oyen. . J€YbI) when shackles will be on their necks and a/so 
chains ; they will be dragged?! 

72. (Gs pee... e) into *he boiling water; then into the Fire they will 
be stocked. 

73. (of ... €) Then it will be said to them ;?** where are those 
whom you have been associating ??59 

74. (x ys ... e) besides Allah? They will say: they have failed 
us: aye! we have not been calling on aught??? before, Thus does Allah lead the 
infidels?5* astray. 

75. (osi... Xi) That is*** because you had been exulting in the 
earth without any right, and because you had been strutting. 


245. (O mankind !) 

246. See P. XVIII, S. XXIII, V. 14. 

247. (from your mother's womb) 

248. i.e., all of you, whether an infant, às youth, or an old man. 
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249. (of your life). i. e. the term determined for you in the knowledge of 
God. 

250. (and.by reflection may come to believe in the unity of God) 

25t. He is the real, ultimate source of all life and death. and there is no 
sense in the myth that there is one God the Creator and anger God the Destroyer. 

252, See P. I. nn. 530, 531. 

253. (O Prophet !) 

254. (as despicable, condemned culprits) 

255. (by the angels) 


256. (in worship) 
257. (that had any real existence). i. e., we have all along been pursuing but 


shadows, mere non-entities, figments of our own imagination. 
258. i.e., those who have deliberately chosen the path of error. 
259. Thus will the inmates of Hell be addressed. ' 
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76. (aÑ)... V3 Enter ye the gates of Hell, as abiders therein. 
Hapless is the abode of the stiff-necked. 

77. (Opry... eb) Wherefore be steadfast thou ;?9? verily the promise 
of Allah?® is true. Then whether We let thee see?*? a portion of what we have 
promised them, or whether We cause them to die?! to Us?*' they a// will be 
teturned.**5 

78. (04khM. . ..3) Assuredly We have sent messengers before thee: 
of them are some whose story We have recounted to thee and those whose story 
We have not recounted to thee. And it was not possible for any messenger to 
bring a sign?** save by Allah's leave. So when comes!*' the command of Allah 
judgment will be given with truth, and then the followers of falsehood will lose. 

SECTION 9 


79. (og € . . . 4 Allah it is Who has made cattle for you, that you 
may ride on some of them, and of others you eat.*? 

80. (ode. . . Sx) And for you there are other benefits in them, and 
that you may attain through them any desire that is in your breasts ;?*? and upon 
them and upon the ships you are borne. 

81. (2555... Kz) And He shows you His sign,2”° which, then, of the 
signs of Allah will you deny ? 2273 


—— 


260. (and be not disturbed, O Prophet !) 
261. (concerning their ultimate fate) 
262. (in this life) 

263. (before thou seest it) 

264. (in either case) 

265. (to receive judgment) 
266. (of his own accord) 
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267. (either in this world or the Next. l 

268. See P. XIV. nn. 125, 126. Not only have animals been very frequently 
deified and not only is there a regular cult of animal-gods among polytheistic peoples, 
but animals in various mythologies have also been known as Creator, ‘In some cases 
chance seems to have caused an animal to figure as Creator.’ (ERE. I. p. 485) 
-Though we find cases in which the Creator is an object of worship, or at any rate 
of respect, we also find a share in creation assigned to animals which are not even 
specially sacred. (ib). 

269. For instance. one may travel by their means. 

270. - t. e., evidences of His might and majesty in every act of His creation. 


271. (O mankind !) 
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82. (0 ... pil) Have they??? not travelled on the earth that they 
may behold??? how has been the end of those before them.?* They were more 
numerous than these, and mightier in strength and the traces?'5 in the land. 
But naught availed them of what they had been earning. 

83. (ofr. . . Lb) And when their messengers came to them with 
evidences,?"5 they exulted in the knowledge””’ they had with them, and there 
surrounded them what they had been mocking. 

84. (oS » . . . Wa) Then when they beheld Our prowess they said: 


we believe in Allah alone, and we disbelieve in what we have been associating 
with Him. 

85. (oss)... b) But their belief??? profited them naught?'? when 
they had seen Our prowess. This is Allah's dispensation??? that has been in 
regard to His bondmen.?** And??? lost were the infidels then and there. 


af 


272. i.e., the Arab pagans. 

273. (with their own eyes) 

274. (by looking at the ruins of the ancient nations) 

275. (which they have left of their power and glory.) See n. 163 above. 

276. i.e., evident proofs of their mission. 

277. (and skill) As Roger Bacon says one of the chief obstacles in grasping 
the truth is “concealment of our own ignorance accompanied by an ostentatious 
display of our knowledge". (Roger Bacon. Opus Majus, trans. R. S. Burke, 1928). 

278. Which was no longer a faith in the Unseen. 

279. (on account of its being too late) 

280. (of dealing with His creatures) 

281. (ever since) 

282. (i. e., after their profession of faith had proved unavailing) 
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Surah Ha Mim Sajdah 


Ha. Mim. Prostration. XLI 


(Makkan, 6 Sections and 54 Verses) 
In the name of Allah, the Compassionate, the Merciful. 

1. (2) Ha. Mim. 

2. (grJ! ... 4) This is revelation from Allah, the Compassionate, 
the Merciful—— 

3. (044 . . . ot) a Book whereof the verses are detailed ;?*? an 
Arabic Qur'an ;?** for a people who know?s5, 

4. (By... Vex) a bearer of glad tidings?** and a. warner*??, Yet? 
most of them**? turn aside, so that they listen not. 

5. (able. . .1965) And they say: our hearts are under a veil from 
what thou callest us to, ana in our ears is heaviness, and there is a curtain between 
us and thee ; so work thou??!, we are also working???, 

6. (of. . . Ji) Say thou???: | am only a human being like you? ; 
only it is revealed to me that your god is but One Gcd?*5, so take the straight 
path to Him'**, and seek forgiveness of Him?*', and woe be to the associators, 


.283. i.e., made distinct : explained in detail. 
284. See P. XII. nn. 356, 357. 


285. i. e., though meant for all, they alone can benefit by it who exercise 
their understanding, and care to know. 


286. (for the believers). 
287. (for the rejecters). 
288. (instead of everyone believing therein). 
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289. i.e., of the mankind. 

290. (boastfully to the Prophet). 

291. (in thy way). 

292. (in our own way). The whole speech of the Arab pagans is expressive 
of their calculated indifference to the call of Truth. 


293. (O Prophet !). 
294. i. e.,.a mere mortal, and therefore have no power to coerce you intc 
guidance. See P. XVI. n. 70. 


295. See P. IL nn. 107. 
296, (for the future). 
297. (for what is past). 
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7. oa 38. . (aA) who pay not the poor-rate??, and they! disbeli- 
evers they are in the Hereafter ! 


8. (o5... olo!) Verily those who believe and work righteous deeds 
——-to them shall be a wage unceasing. 
SECTION 2 


9. (ould! . . . J) Say thou?*?: are you indeed those who disbelieve 
in Him Who has created the earth in two days3??, and set up peers unto Him? 
That is the Lord of the worlds. 


10. (WLI... b») And He placed therein mountains firmly rooted 
rising above it, and He blessed it*?!, and ordained therein the sustenance 
thereof®”, a// this in four days??*, complete??* ; this for the inquirers??, 


11- (otib . . . 3) He thereafter turned to the heaven?" *, and it?” 
was as smoke?'5, and said to it and to the earth: do you twain come willingly or 
loth399 ? they said : we come??? willingly?1t, 


298. i.e., who are so misguided in practice. 

299. (to the infidels, O Prophet !). 

300. Perhaps the first two days of the week. 

301. (by many things of advantage and benefit). 

302, i. e., designed to meet the needs of its inhabitants. 


303. That is, including the two former days wherein the earth itself was 
created. ` 


304. The import of 23 in the context is that God created all these things 
in so many entire and complete days. (Zm.). 


305. Who were, in this instance, principally the Jews. 
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306. i.e.itscreation. See P. I. n. 128. 
307. i. e., its matter which had already been created. 


308. i. e., in the form of a smoky gas or some such substance. Cf. the OT :— 
‘There went up a mist from the earth, and watered the whole face ofthe ground.’ 
(Ge. 2 : 6) 

, 

309. The purport is : Obey you must Our physical laws and commandments 
like all others created beings; now the question is, shall ye accept the Divine rule 
heartily and cheerfully or only grudgingly, feeling it as a yoke? 

310. i. e., submit to Thy rule. 


341. i.e.. with the passionate happiness of loyal and loving servants, not in 
the drab discoloured way of Stoic resignation. 
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12. (dM... cas) Then He decreed them*? as seven heavens in two 
days??, and revealed to each heaven the command thereof**. And We 
bedecked the nether heaven?! with lamps*4* and placed therein,a guard?!” 
That is the ordinance of the Mighty?!5, the Knower.?1? 

13. (345 .. . oW) Then if they??? still turn away??t, say thou: | warn 
you of a calamity of the ‘Aad .and Thamüd.. 

14. (556... «3) Recall when the messengers came to them from 
before them and behind them??? saying: worship none save Allah. They said: 
had our Lord willed??, He would have sent down angels??*, so verily we dis- 
believe a/together in what you have been sent with??5, 

15. (ds ... Lb) As for the ‘Aad, they grew stiff-necked on the 
earth without justification, and said :??* who is mightier in strength than we? 
Did they not see that Allah Who created them, ——He was mightier in 
strength??? than they ? And they used to gainsay Our signs. 

16. (55,4:..U.,*) Wherefore We sent upon them a raging wind in 
inauspicious days**8, so that We might make them taste the torment of humilia- 
tion in the life of this world, and surely the torment of the Hereafter will be 
more humiliating, nor will they be succoured. 


312. Or, ‘finished.’ 2, He finished a thing entirely, by word, or by 
deed. This is the primary meaning. (LL) 


313. Thus making a total of six days. 
314. i.e., to the angels assigned thereto. 
315. i. e., the heaven nearest to the earth. 
316. i.e., bright stars. 

317. (of angels). 

318. i.e., Able to enforce all His decrees. 
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319. i.e., Cognizant of the needs of all. 
320. i.e. the Arab pagans. 
321. (from the doctrine of unity). 
322. i-e., from everyside, persuading and urging them continually. 
323. (to send messengers at all). ; 


324. (and not mere human beings like yourselves). The fact of the prophets 


being mortal and mere human beings hasalways proved a stumbling-block to the 
pagan nations. .. 


325. (as ye profess). 
326. (in reply to the warnings of the prophets). 
327. (and able to inflict punishment on them). 


328. i. e., inauspicious for them on account of the Divine visitation. 
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17. (o & ... Ub) And as for the Thamüd, We guided them???, but 
they preferred blindness. to guidance, wherefore the bolt of the torment of 
abjection struck them because of what they had been earning. 

18. (5:4 ... t€») And We delivered those who believed and were 
God-fearing?3^, i 

SECTION 3 

19. (0,52... ez) And on the Day when the enemies of Allah will 
be gathered towards the Fire, they will be setin bands?! ; 

20. (o4. ...,;-) until when they come to it??? their ears and their 
sights and their skins will bear witness against them of what they had been 
working.?9? 

21. (205-7...1!J35;) And they??* will say to their skins: why do you 
bear witness against us? They will say: Allah has caused us to speak, as He 
causes everything to speak, 335 and Who created you the first time, and to Whom 
you are now. caused to return. 


22. (04...) And you have not been taking cover against your- 
selves??5, lest your ears and your eyes and your skins should bear witness against 
you??, and you imagined that Allah did not know much of what you were 
working. l 


23. (v poll e ela ») That conception of yours which you formed of 
your Lord has ruined you, and you have become of the losers. 


329. i.e, showed them the way through Our prophets. 
330. (in awe of their Lord). 
331. i. e., classed according to their guilt. 

332. i.e, to the Judgment-seat, close to the Hell. 
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333. To keep in view, in this connection, the modern development of the 
palm and finger-prints system,——the evidence of one's own limbs——would be 
interesting as well as instructive. 

334.. (dazed and bewildered at this self-revelation) 

335. i. e., the Ultimate Source and Efficient Cause of all speech has caused 
us also to speak, why express suprise then ! 

336. (and keeping secret from your limbs and members, while you sinned in 
the world). Thus will the confirmed sinners and infidels be addressed. 

337. i.e., you were powerless from hiding your sins from your very limbs 
and members and could not imagine that they would rise up against you as hostile 
witnesses. 
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24. (a... ob) Then if they are patient?*, the Fire is their very 
home?3*?, and if they seek ferm to please Allah, then they will not be of those 
who are allowed to please Allah?t9, 

25. (ul. . ais) And We have assigned to them**! companions*? 
who had bedecked to them what was before them and what was behind them*43, 
Justified upon them was the word?'! pronounced on the communities of jinn 
and mankind who passed away before them?**. Verily they were the losers. 

SECTION 4 

26. (òs... Jks) And those who disbelieve say*‘*: listen not to this 
Qur'án**', and babble therein®4*, haply you may overcome. 

27. (òda... geal) So We will cause those who disbelieve to taste a 
severe torment, and We will surely requite them the worst of what they have been 
working. 

28. (oses ... cb) That is the meed of the enemies of Allah ——- the 
Fire. Therein is their home of Abidance —— a meed for their gainsaying of Our 
signs. 


338. i.e. if they bear their torment patiently. 
339. (and this resignation on their part would bring them no relief). 


340- ‘And if they solicit God's favour, they shall not be regarded with 
favour ; or, if they petition their Lord to cancel their compact, or to restore them to 
the world. He wiil not do so ; i. e., He will not restore them to the world ; knowing 
that, if they were restored, they would return to that which they have been forbidden 


to do.’ (LL) 
341. i. e., unto the infidels. 
342, (devils in human form), 
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. 343. i. e., those companion devils had dressed up pleasures of sin in the eyes 
of the infidels. 
344, (of God announcing punishment to the offenders), 


345, ie., the common sentence of perdition has been for all the wrong- 
doers, ancient and modern, past and present. , 


:346. (to one another in their intense hatred of the preaching of Islam). 
347. (when it is being recited by the Prophet). 
:348. (so that its hearing may be drowned by your scoffs and laughter). 
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29. (aai, .. dbs) And those who disbelieve will say*4°: our Lord ! 
show us those of jinn35? and mankind who led us astray and we? will place 
them under our feet that they may be of the nethermost. 

30. (05445. .. aly!) Verily those who said: our Lord is Allah, and have 
thereafter stood by /t —— on them will descend the angels?®? saying: fear not. 
nor grieve, and rejoice at the g/ad-tidings of the Garden which you have been 
promised. 

31. (Sea. .. oJ) We? have been your friends in the life of the 
world?**, and are such in the Hereafter ; herein??? whatsoever you desire shall be 
yours and whatsoever you call for shall be yours. 

32. (ero oes Yj) An entertainment®**® for you from your Lord, the 


Forgiving, the Merciful. 


SECTION 5 
S33. (oht... 05) And who is better in speech than he who summons 
unto Allah and works righteously, and says: verily 1 am of the Muslims. 
34. ( . . . Ys) Good and evil cannot be equal***, Repel thou? evj/ 


with what is goodly, then behold! he, between whom and thee was enmity, wi// 


be as though he was a warm friend. 
35. (e. . . bs) And none attains that?** except those who are 


patient?*? ; and none attains that except the owner of mighty good fortune. 


349. (in Hell). 

350. (ofthe malevolent variety) i. e., the devils. 

351. ——to avenge ourselves—— 

352. (specially at the hour of their death, to support them in their last agony 
and to comfort them). 

353. (the angels). 


www.besturdubooks.wordpress.com 


130 — ] Part XXIV 


p———————————SP—————————— ME 


354. (to dispose your minds to good and to preserve you from temptation). 
Cf. the OT :—‘The angel of the Lord encampeth round about them that fear him 
and delivereth them. O taste and see that the Lord is good : blessed is the man that 
trusteth in him.’ (Ps. 34 : 7, 8) 

355. i.e., in that future life: : 

356. The believers in Paradise will be in the honoured position of Divine 
guests. 


357. (in their effects, or in the sight of God). 
358. (O reader !). 
359. (stage of perfection). 


360. i.e., those who exercise patience and self-restraint. 
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36. (ge. . . Lis) And if there stirs thee an incitement® from Satan, 
then seek refuge in Alfah?®*. Verily He! He is the Hearer. the Knower. 

37. (Jsa... œs) And of His signs?*? are the night and the day and 
the sun and the moon???, So do not prostrate yourselves to the sun?5*? and the 
moon?*$, but prostrate yourselves to Allah Who has created them, if it is Allah 
alone Whom you are worshipping. 

38. (osta. . . ob) And if they grew stiff-necked3*", then those who 
are with thy Lord,?5$ hallow Him night and day, and they. weary not?®, 

39. (5 . . . os) And of His signs is that thou seest the earth 
lowly**?, and when We send down water on it, it stirs to /ife and grows.*'! Verily 


He Who quickens it, is the Quickener of the dead. Verily He is Potent over 
everything. 


40. (pa. .. allot) Verily those who blaspheme our revelations??? are 
not hidden from Us. Is he then who will be cast into the Fire??? better or he 
who comes secure on the Day of Resurrection? Do what you will, verily He is 

the Beholder of what you do*^*. 


361. (of anger and revenge). 

362. (at the moment of greatest provocation). 

363. i.e.. the signs of His power. 

364. All of which are mere created objects, and not deities to be worshipped. 

365. One of the most popular of all -natural’ deities. ‘Rivalling in power 
and glory the all-encompassing Heaven. the Sun moves eminent among the deities 
of nature... It is no exaggeration to say. with Sir William James. that one great 
fountain ofall idolatry in the four quarters of the globe was the veneration paid by men 
to the sun.’ (PC. II. pp. 285-86.) ‘To men who could thus look on the sky. earth, and 
sea as animated. intelligent beings, the Sun, giver of light and life to the world, rising 
and crossing the sky and descending at night into the under-world whence he arose, 
has the clearest divine personality, . .. As far back as ancient history reaches, the 
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Sun-god appears . . .' (Tylor, Anthropology, Vol, II, p. 360) According to a modern 
writer. if one were to merely list the peoples who have been votaries of the Sun the 
list would include almost all nations, old and new, from Akkadians and Aztecs to 
Lapps and Zulus. ‘As one of the most conspicuous and powerful objects in the 
physical world the sun has naturally attracted the attention and obtained the homage 
of many races, who have personified and worshipped it as a god... Whatever the 
reason may be, a solar religion appears to flourish best among nations which have 
attained to a certain degree of civilization, such as the ancient Egyptians and the 
Indiansof Mexico andPeruat the time when they were discovered by the Spaniards.’ 
(FWN. pp. 441-442). Proceeding further, Frazer gives accurate and minute details 
of Sun-worship in India (both ancient and modern), Persia, Greece, Rome, Egypt, 
Babylonia, Arabia, Japan, and other countries. 

366. ‘Nearly every place in early times would have a sun god or a moon god 
or both, and in the political development of the country the moon god of the 
conquering city displaced or absorbed the moon god of the conquered. (Roger, 
Religion of Babylonia, p. 79) *Moon-worship, naturally ranking below Sun- 
worship in importance, ranges through nearly the same district of culture. There 
are remarkable cases in which the Moon is recognised as a great deity by tribes who 
take less account, or none at all, of the Sun.’ (PC. IL p. 299) ‘The Moon-god or 
goddess marks the festivals of rude forest tribes who dance by the light ofthe full 
moon. It is not uncommon for the Moon to rank above the Sun, as perhaps for 
the astronomical reasons was the case in ancient Babylonia; but more usually the 
Sun stands first, as seems to us more natural; and commonly Sun and Moon are 
looked on as a pair, brother and sister, or husband and wife.’ (Tylor, Anthropology, 
Vol. II. p. 361). 

367. (and proudly disdain to serve Him). 

368. i.e., angels. 

369. (from their prayer and devotion). 

370. (and desolate, O reader !). 

371. i.e., the dead earth. 

372. (either by corrupting them or ignoring altogether). 

373. (asevery infidel is bound to be). 

374. (and the final Judge and Arbiter). 
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41. (a . . . o) Verily those who disbelieve in the Admonition 
when it comes to them are themselves at fault??? ; verily it is a Book mighty”. 

42. (x... Y) Falsehood cannot come to it from before it or from 
behind it??*. /t is a Revelation from One Wise and Praise-worthy?'$, 

43. (ost . . . &) Naught?? is said to thee??? save what was said to 


the messengers before thee*8, Thy Lord is Owner of forgiveness??? and the 
Owner of afflictive chastisement??, 

44. (x. . . . gs) And had We made it a Recital into a foreign 
tongue??*, they?** would certainly have said: why are not the verses thereof 
explained to us **6? A foreign tongue?5* and an Arab?*? 1 Say thou?*? to those 
who believe in it???, it is a guidance?** and a healing??? : and those who do not 
believe??*3?, in their ears is a heaviness and to them it is blindness*?'. These are 
they who are??? cried unto from a place far-off??$, 


SECTION 6 


45 (4+... 433) And assuredly We vouchsafed the Book to Müsá 
and there arose difference concerning it. And had not a word gone forth from 
thy Lord??? the affair would have been decreed’?! between them???, And verily 
they are in regard thereto in doubt and dubitating. 

46. (4-3 . . . &) Whosoever works righteously it is for his own 
soul, and whosoever works evil it is against it. And thy Lord is nott an 
oppressor to His bondmen!?!. 


375. (for this denial and infidelity). 

376. (and powerful in evidences and arguments), i. e; those who reject the 
Quran do so for their own want of proper understanding and not on account of any 
defect or deficiency in the Quran itself. 

371. i e.. error cannot enter it from any side and in any respect whatever. 
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378. Hence its superhuman perfection and miraculous excellence. 
379. (ofridicule and contumacy). 
380. (by the infidels, O Prophet !). 
381. (by the infidels of the past). 
382, (so they can still save themselves by repentance). 
383. (to which they are doomed if they remain unrepentant). 
384. (and still addressed it in the first instance to the Arabs). 
385. i.e., the Arab pagans. 
386. (and made intelligible to us in our own tongue). The Arabic language, 
—in. which the Arabs themselves took particular delight. for its copious vocabulary, 
its wealth of forms and its inherent capability of cultivation,—was peculiarly fitted 
to take a leading position in the world. If it is compared, for example, with the 
E unwieldy Latin, or even with the turgid Persian, it is found to be specially distin- 
guished by the possession of short Abstract forms——a property of great service in 
scientific expression. It is capable of indicating the finest shades of meaning...’ 
(De Boes, History of Philosophy in Islam, pp. 31-32). Classical Arabic is charac- 
terized by an extraodinary richness of vocabulary and the logical, systematic character 
of its grammatical structure. (EBr. II. p. 192). See also P. XIV. n. 342. 
387. (ofthe Message). 
388. (as a Messenger). 
389. (O Prophet !). 
390. i.e., the Holy Quran. 
391. (in every stage of practical life). 
392. ie.acure for every disease of mind and spirit. 
393. (actuated by malice and spite). 
394. i.e.,such wilful and inveterate enemies of truth render themselves 
unable to hear its voice or to see its beauties. 
395. (as though). 
396. i.e. they are so far off that they neither hear nor understand the voice 
of him who calls to them. 
397. (for final judgment at a certain Hour). 
398. (long ago). 
399. i.e., between the believers and the rejectors. 
i 400. (at all). 
401. The God of Islam, as contradistinguished from tribal or national gods 
of other communities, is perfectly Just and absolutely Benevolent; not vindictive or 


malevolent. 
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PART XXV 


47. (apt... 4) To Him! a/one is referred the knowledge of the Hour’. 
And not a fruit comes forth from its knops, nor does a female conceive? or bring 
forth but with His knowledge. And on the Day when He will call unto them: 
where are My associates? ? they will say : we assure Thee, none of us is a witness 


thereof’. 


48. (Jee. . . Je») And those whom they had been calling upon before . 
will fail them, and they will perceive? that there is no refuge for them. 

49. (b, .. . Y) Man is never wearied of? praying for his worldly 
good, and if an evil visits him, he is despondent, despairing?. 

50. (Al. . . os) And if, after an affliction has visited him, We 


cause him to taste of Our mercy, he is sure to say: this is my own??, and | do 
not think that the Hour will ever arise, and were | to be brought back to my Lord, 
surely there will be for me an excellent reward from Him. But!2 We shall surely 
declare to those who disbelieve what they have worked, and make them taste a 


rough torment. 


1. (and Him alone) 
2. (so no prophet or angel can | know the exact time of its coming). This 
is said in answer to the pagans who sneeringly interrggated the Prophet as to its date. 
3. (in her womb). 
i. e., the polytheists. 
i e., the associates you ascribed to Me. 
a Thus at the question-time the polytheists will totally forsake their false 
gods. 


4 

5 

6 

7. (asa self-evident fact). 
8. (in his insatiable greed). 
9 


(due to his want of faith). 


10. i.e., due to me on account of my merits. 
11. (contrary to their fancies and false assumptions). 
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51. (Gage. . .5) And when We show favour to man, he turns aside 
and withdraws!? on his sides, and when evil touches him he is full of prolonged 
prayer??, 

52. (aw . . . di) Say thou: think! if it is rea//y from Allah and you 
reject it, who is further astray than one who is in schism far-off ? 

53. (apt... pen) Soon We shall show them?® Our signs! in the 
universel? and in their own selves!? until it becomes manifest to them”? that it is 
the truth. Does it not suffice in regard to thy Lord?!', that He is Witness over 
everything ? ` 

54. (be... W) Lo! they are in doubt concerning their meeting 
with their Lord??. Lo! He is the Encompasser of everything. 


12. (from Us, instead of returning thanks to Us). 

13. (And even that prayer is not in the proper prayerful mood, but is an 
outcome of his intense greed and insatiable avarice), 

14. i.e., the Holy Quran. 

15. i.e.,in the near future. 

16. i.e.,the Arabs pagans, the first rejectors of the Quran. 

17. i.e., evidence of Our might and majesty. 

18. (ofthe earth) i. e., in places further from Makka by the surrender of 
distant and powerful nations to Islam. 

19. (by the wholesale defeat of the Makkaps at Badr). The words are also 
of general application. If we only care to teflect on the marvellous structure of the 
atom and on the still more marvellous natufe of the human mind, we are inevitably, 
inescapably led to the truth of an All-Desighing, Omnipotent, Omniscient Being. 

20. (whether they will it or not), 

21. (for thee, O Prophet !). 

22. (and this want of faith in Resurrection is at the root of their entire 
conduct). 
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Surat-ush-Shüra 


The Counsel XLII 


: (Makkan, 5 Sections and 53 Verses) 
In the nama of Allah, the Compassionate, the Merciful. 
SECTION 1 
1. (9) Ha. Mim. 
2. ( d<) ‘Ain. Sin. OBf.?: 
3. (Sl... AS) Thus? reveals to thee? and to those before theett 
Allah, the Mighty, the Wise. 


4. (mA ...4) His is whatever is in the heavens and whatever is in 
the earth, and He is the Exalted, the Grand. 


5. (ey. . . 355) Well-nigh might be rent the heavens from above 
them??, And the angels hallow the praise of their Lord and ask His forgiveness 
for those on the earth. Lo! verily Allah ; He is the Forgiver, the Merciful. 


c at er ed 
23. (by His knowledge, and so, He is sure to requite them for their deeds). 
24. i.e, as He has revealed this chapter. 
25. (other chapters, O Prophet !), 
26. (other Books). 
27. (by the awfulness of His glory and majesty), 
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6. (dM... dlls) And those who take patrons besides Him— —Allah 
is Warden over them?8, and thou art not guardian over them*??. 

7. (ug . AaS) And thus We have revealed to thee a Quran in 
Arabic, that thou mayest warn thereby the mother-town?? and those around itt, 
and that thou mayest warn them cf a Day of Assembling whereof there is no 
doubt. And of mankind a party will be in the Garden, and a party in the Blaze. 

8. (ia. . . Js) And had Allah willed, He would have made them” 


all a single community??. But?! He causes whom He will to enter into His 
mercy?*. And the ungodly ! for them there shall be no patron or helper. 


9. (a5 . . . e!) Have they?* taken patrons besides Him ? But Allah ! 
He is the Patron. He quickens the dead, and He is Potent over everything. 
SECTION 2 
10. (3. . . bs) And whatsoever it be in which you differ*’, the 


decision thereof is with Allah ; such is Allah, my3 Lord. In Him | put my trust, 
and to Him | turn in penitence??, 


28. Sufficient to requite them for their deeds. 

29. (so do not be grieved over their fate, O Prophet !). 

30. (primarily, and in the first instance). The *mother of towns' is the city 
of Makka, so called because it is the greatest of towns in dignity, whither all the belie- 
ving peoples on the earth repair, and also because it was held by ancient geographers 
to be in the middle of earth. The inter-continental location of Arabia, and its 
central position in the midst of the three continents of the Old World are facts of 
very great significance. ‘The wide diffusion of Islam is an instance in point. This 
religion has been singularly fortunate in the land of its birth... ...The central position 
of its birth-place has been a powerful geographical factor in its wide dissemination 
to the remotest corners of the world, the importance of which factor has rarely been 
recognized, much less emphasized, by investigators. (Inayatullah, op. cit. p. 37). 
See also P. VII. n. 598. 
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31. i. e., dwellers of other places. 

32. i.e., mankind. 

33. i.e., followers of the one and true religion. 
34. (in His universal scheme). 

35. (by predisposing him to faith and belief). 
36. i. e., the infidels. 


37. (regarding matters of faith, O infidels !), The Prophet is commanded 
to address the infidels thus. 


38. The speaker in the sentence is the Prophet. 
39. (and so am unafraid of you). 
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11. (sa ... ,b4) The Originator of the heavens and the earth. He 
has made for you mates of yourselves*, and for the cattle a/so mates, whereby 
He diffuses you. Not like Him*! is aught*?, and He is the Hearer, the Beholder. 

12. (ae . . . 4) His are the keys of the heavens and the earth, He 
expands the provision for whomsoever He will and a/so straitens'?. He is the 
Knower of everything. 

13. (~= ... gp) He has ordained for you'* in the faith what He had 
enjoined upon Nuh*5 and what We have revealed to thee*®, and what We had 
enjoined upon Ibrahim and Misa and tsa, say/ng : establish the faith, and be not 
divided in it. Grievous unto the polytheists is thate to which thou callest 
them’. Allah choses for Himself whom He will®°, and Allah guides to Himself 
him who turns in penitence. 


40. i.e., of your own kind, O mankind! 


41. ——far from having any affinity with Him——. The God of Islam, 
though intimately concerned in all things that are, is Himself absolutely distinct 
from them as their Creator. 


42. (in person, nature or attributes) i. e., He is the Unique, the Absolute, 
the Incomparable. This strikes at the root of anthropomorphism and all forms of 
polytheism, overt or covert. It accounts of deep admiration and wonder. Gibbon 
speaks of ‘the Islamic conception of Godhead :—‘A creed too sublime perhaps for 
our present faculties. What object remains for the fancy, or even the understanding, 
when we have abstracted from the unknown substance all ideas of time and space, 
of motion and matter, of sensation and reflection ?, (GRE. V. p. 339) 


43. (it for whomsoever He will). 
44. (O Muslims !). 


45. i.€, the one true religion revealed from the beginning to all true 
prophets,——the religion of monotheism, the oldest religion known to humanity. 
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` «Ethnological investigation into cultural history shows that the first religion of 
mankind was monotheistic, and that the ethical and moral level of the oldest jungle- 
tribe-civilizations (though very poor materially) has been an extremely high one.’ 
(Ehrenfels in the Islamic Culture, Oct. 1940, p. 446). See also P. II nn. 384, 385 ; 


IX. n. 280. 
46. 
47. 


(O Prophet !). 

There is nothing to dispute about in the fundamentals of religion. 
i. e., the doctrine of the unity of God. 

(O Prophet !) i. e., the doctrine of the unity of God. 


So that in the language of a modern psychologist, *there are forces 


seemingly outside of the conscious individual that bring redemption to his life." 
(James, Varietizs of Religious Experience, p. 211). 
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14. (2 ... bs) And?! they divided not till knowledge®? had come 
to them, through spite among themselves, And had not a word gone forth 
from thy Lord*! for an appointed term*5, the affair would surely have been judged 
between them?*. And verily those who have been made the heirs ‘of the Book®’ 

ifter them? are in doubt thereof dubitating. 

15. (sai... las) Summon thou*? therefore? to that®, and be 
steadfast® as thou hast been commanded, and follow not their desires??. And 
say thou: | believe in whatsoever Allah has sent down of the Book®, and! am 
commanded that | should do justice between you; Allah is our Lord and your 
Lord. Unto us our works and unto you your works; /et there be no contention 
batwasn'us and you®. Allah will assemble us a//, and to Him is the return®. 

16. (xat... gills) And those who contend? in respect of the religion 
of Allah after it*$ has been acknowledged*? ; their contention is void in the sight 
of their Lord, and upon them shall befall His wrath and theirs shall be a severe 


_ chastisement. 


17. (5... 4) Alahitis Who has sent down the Book with the 
truth and the balance? And what shall make thee know?” Haply the Hour 


may be nigh. 


51. (contrary to what they had been commanded). 

52. (of Divine unity and true faith). 

53. (and not owing to any subtlety of the true doctrines). 
54. (for thee to bear with them, O Prophet !). 

55. i.e., deferring their decision till the Day of Judgment. 
56. (and they would have met their immediate destruction). 
57. (through the holy Prophet) i. e., the present-day infidels. 
58. i.e. after the past generations of infidels. 


59. (O Prophet). 
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60. (disregarding their indifferences). 

61. ie., to that pure, true religion. 

62. (in thy preaching, as thou hast hitherto been). 

63. (by slackening in thy preaching). 

64. (in the past and present). 

65. (for the present). 

66. (of us all). 

67. (with the Muslims). 

68. i.e., the religion of Islam. 

69. (by a large number of persons) 

70. ‘by which we can weigh all moral issues, all questions of right and 
wrong in conduct.” (AYA) The balance here may refer, according to the best 
commentators, either to sense of justice innate in human nature, by which we 
can weigh all moral issues, or to the ‘Law of Islam’ (Shari'at) as a whole which is 
the ultimate criterion in our hand of all questions of right and wrong. 
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18. (ax ... ba) /t is only those who do not believe therein seek to 
hasten it??, and those who believe therein are fearful thereof, and know that it is 
the truth. Lot! verily those who debate concerning the Hour are in error far-off. 


19. (xj... 4) Allah is Gentle’? to His bondmen?*, He provides 
for whomsoever He will, and He is the Strong, the Mighty. 


SECTION 3 


20. (cn . . . >) Whosoever seeks the tillage of the Hereafter’®, to 
him We shall give increase in his tillage ; and whosoever seeks the tillage of this 
world?s, We shall give him somewhat thereof. and in the Hereafter his shall be 
no portion". 


21. (dt . . . g!) Have they associate-gods who have instituted for 
them a religion which Allah has not approved? And had there not been a 


decisive word'?, the affair would have been judged between them'?*. And verily 
the ungodly ! theirs shall be afflictive torment. 


22. (It... a7) Thou shalt see*? the ungodly fearful on account of 
what they have earned, and it?! is sure to befall them. And those who. believe 
and work righteous deeds will be in meadows of the Gardens. Theirs will be 
whatsoever they desire with their Lord. That! that is the supreme grace. 


71. (O Prophet!) The reference is to the constant questionings of the 
pagans regarding the exact time and date of Resurrection. 


72. (by way of mockery and ridicule). 

73. (in this world). 

74. (whether they are obedient or otherwise). 

75. (by labouring here to obtain a reward in the hereafter). 
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76. (by confining all his efforts to the material side of life). 


77. Cf. the NT :—‘For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap 
corruption ; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting.’ 
(Ga. 6 : 8) 


78. (from God respiting their punishment to the Day of Judgment). 
79. (immediately, and in this very world). 

80, (on that Day). 

81. i.e.,the penalty thereof. 
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fh 


23. G5 . . . ols) That*? is the glad tidings Allah gives to His bond- 
men who believe and work righteous deeds**, Say thou :*4 | ask of you no wage 
for that? save affection in respect of kinship?*. And whosoever does a good 
deed We shall increase to him good in respect thereof% ; verily Allah is 
Forgiving®§, Appreciative*?. 

24. (saa). . . e!) So they say?" : he?! has fabricated a lie concerning 
Allah? Now if Allah willed He could seal thy heart?? ; and Allah?? abolishes 
falsehood?* and establishes truth?* by His words?*. Verily He is the Knower of 
what is in the breasts. 

25. (ow. . . as) And He it is Who accepts repentence from His 
bondmen"?'", and pardons evil deeds and knows what you do. 


26. (xa: .. G24) He answers those who believe and work righteous 


deeds and increases to them of His grace. And the infidels! theirs shall bea 
severe torment. 


82. i.e., the above-mentioned great felicity. 

83. Note once again that it is the delights of the Hereafter that are the real 
reward to the faithful. 

84. (to the Arab pagans, O Prophet !), 


85. ie., for my preaching. 

86. (so universally displayed, and on that account give me at least a patient 
and tolerant hearing). Remember that the holy Prophet is here appealing to those 
who, though alienated from him in religion and theology, were united to him with 
the closest ties of blood relationship. That this was the strongest appeal that could 
possibly be made to the Arabs is a fact well-known to the Arab history. 

` 87. i.e., We shall add there to the merit of other good actions. 

88. ie. One who overlooks and forgives the signs and short-comings of the 

faithful. 
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89. ie. One who gracefully accepts and appreciates even small services of 
the faithful. See P. XXII. n. 384. 

90. i.e., the Arab pagans. 

91. Pointing to the Prophet. 

92. (like a false man's heart, O Prophet ! and would strike all the revela- 
tions out of thy heart). But it is clear that He did nothing of the kind ; so it is also 
clear that the holy Prophet never merited any such penalty. 

93. (in accordance with His immutable law). 

94. i.e., false claims of Messengership. 

95. i.e., the claims of a true Messenger of God. 

96. i.e., by arguments as well as miracles. 

97. See P. XXIV. nn. 62, 123. 
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27. (+a ... 33) And had Allah expanded the provision for His 
bondmen*? they surely would have rebelled in the earth, but He sends down? 
by measure as He wills!??.! Verily He is in respect of His}bondmen, the Aware!?, 
the Beholder1??, 

28. (x... p3) And He it is! Who sends down the rain after men 
have despaired, and spreads abroad His mercy!?* and He is the Patron, the 
Praiseworthy. 

29. (45...) And of His signs!*5 is the creation of the heavens and 
the earth and of the moving creatures which He -has dispersed in both??$, And: 
He is Potent over their assembling whenever He will. 


SECTION 4 


30. (44$...) And whatever of affliction befalls you is owing to 
what your hands have earned ; and He pardons?” much!*$, 

31. (sö... ls) And you can not frustrate Him in the earth? ; and 
you have, besides Allah, neither a protector nor a helper. 

32. (Y6... 0) And of His signs are ships in the sea like high 
mountains!?, 

33. LŠ ...01) If He wills He causes the wind to cease, so that they 
stand still on the back thereof?" ; verily therein are signs for every one patient 
and grateful. 

34. (u$ . . . 51) Or He may destroy them!!? for what the people 
have earned; and He pardons many of them??? 


I rr 


98. (more than their deserts and much more than at present). 

99, (to every one). 
100. (in accordance with His infinite wisdom). 
101. i.e., well-acquainted with the needs and requirements of His creatures. 
102. i. e., watchful of their actions. 
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103. Not any separate rain-god. 
104. i.e., in the form of vegetation and plant life. See also P. VIII. n. 502. 
105. i.e., the signs of His might and, majesty. 
106. Not necessarily in each ofthe two but possibly in them collectively. 
For the literal meaning of 43. see P. XII. n. 1. The word may also include 


angels. Nor is there anything to preclude the possibility of animal life in the 
heavens. 


107. (and allows to go unpunished). 

108. i. e., many of the sins. 

109. (by fleeing to some place or other). 
110. (in the desert). Or, ‘high mountains.’ 
111. i.e., on the back of water. 

112. (by shipwreck), 

113. (by not drowning them), 
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35. (vat ... pls) And those who dispute in respect of Our revela- 
tions may knowt!* that there is for them no place of shelter. 

36. (38, . . . V) So whatsoever things are vouchsafed to you" are 
but a passing enjoyment for the life of this world; and what is with Allah, 
better!1* and more lasting!’ is for those who believe and put their trust in Allah ; 

37. (04, ... ells) and those who avoid heinous sins and indecenciesti$ 
and forgive when they are wrathful??9 ; 

38. (vän. .. utils) and those who answer the call of their Lord and 
establish prayer and whose affairs being matter of counsel among themselves and 
who spend of that wherewith We have provided them ; 

39. (05,45. . gä) and those who vindicate themselves when they are 


oppressed*?°. 

40. (cel .. des) The meed of an ill-deed is an ill like thereunto, but 
whosoever pardons and is reconciled!?!, his wage is on Allah: verily He does not 
approve the wrong-doers. F 

4. (bm... A x And whosoever vindicates himself??? after wrong 
done to him; these ! agan them there is no way of blame. 

42. (d .... V!) The way of blame is only against those who wrong 
mankind, and rebel on the earth without justification; these for them is an 
afflictive torment. 


114. (atthe time of shipwreck). 

115. (in this world). 

116. i.e., much preferable as regards quality. 
117. i.e., much preferable as regards duration. 


118. (in particular). . 
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119, Inculcation of virtues like those of kindliness and forgiveness meant 
ever so much to a nation given to haughtiness and revenge. 

120. Valour and courage being not inconsistent with clemency, they make 
use of the means which God has put into their hands for their own defence. 

121. i.e., is reconciled to his enemy. 

122. (without infringing the proper limits). This negatives self-sufficiency of 
the doctrine of non-violence. Non-resistance may not necessarily prove a protection 
and melt the heart of the aggressor. Consider the classical example of the attempted, 
and almost accomplished, crucification of Jesus Christ——— perfect non-violence on 
one side and wanton aggressiveness on the other. 
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43. Gyd.. . oh) And whosoever forgivesi?? and forbaars!?—that!s 
verily is of the firmness of affairs??*. 


SECTION 5 


44. (kh... ms) And whomsoever Allah sends astray’? for him 
there will be no protecting friend to take His place. And thou wilt see22* the un- 
godly when they will face the torment!*?, saying : is there any way to return ? 


45. (ge... e 73) And thou wilt see them set up before it!??-^ down- 
cast with ignominy, looking with stealthy glance???, And those who believe will 
say'?': surely the losers are those who have lost themselves??? and their 
housefolk?3 on the Day of Resurrection. Lo! the ungodly will be in a lasting 
torment. 


46. (hee... obs) And they will have no patrons succouring them 
besides Allah. Whosoever Allah sends astray, there will be for him no way. 

47. ($$... ty) Answer the call of your Lord!*! before there comes 
to you a Day on which there is no averting from Alfah. You will have no place 
of refuge on that Day, nor will be there for you any denying of your guilt. 


123. (the wrong done to him). 
124. (the wrong-doer). 
125. i.e., that voluntary forbearance and forgiveness. 


126. In this physical world where resistance and non-resistance both are 
needful. Islam gives preference to the saint’s type of character rather than to the 
strong-man's. 


127. (asa sequel to his own deliberate choice of the worng path). 


www.besturdubooks.wordpress.com 


XLI. Sürat-ush-Shura 153 
m — ———M———————Á————————À 


128. (O Prophet !). 

129. (in the hereafter). 

129-A, (i. e., the torment). 

130. (as one in abject fear). 

131. By way of self-satisfaction and by way of reproaching the infidels. 
132. (by their own errors). 

133. (by their causing them to err). 

134. (O mankind !). 
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48. (sS . . . oV) If they turn away!4®, then We have not sent thee!*® 
as a warden over them!??; on thee is naught but preaching. And verily We! 
when We cause man to taste of mercy from Us, he exults at it; and if an ill befalls 
them1??-^ for what their hands have sent on, then man becomes ingrate. 


49. (fa). . . 4) Allah's is the dominion of the heavens and the 
earth. He creates whatsoever He will. He bestows females on whomsoever He 
will'*5, and bestows males on whomsoever He will1??. 


50. (,3.. ee», ,) Or, He conjoins them males and females!*? ; and He 
makes barren whomsoever He will**!. Verily He is the Knower!^?, the Potent!4?, 

51. (E ... 0645) And it is not possible for any human being!** that 
Allah should speak to him otherwise than by revelation! or from behind a 
veil'**, or that He sends a messengeri”. so that the messengers may reveal, by 
His command whatsoever He will. Verily He is Exalted!49, Wise!5o, 


52. (etme... AWS) In this manner?! We have revealed unto thee? 
a spirit of Our command; thou knowest not!®3 what the Book was, nor what the 
faith!*4, Yet We have made it!® a light!?* wherewith We guide whcmsoever We 
will of Our bondmen. And verily thou guidest to a straight path—— 


53. (4X ..- L2) the path of Allah, Whose is whatsoever is in the 
heavens and whatsoever is in the earth. Lo! to Allah tend a/l affairs!?", 


135. (instead of hearkening to thy Message). 

136. (O Prophet !). 

137. i. e., thou art in no way responsible for their deeds, 

137-A. Interchange of singular and plural case of pronoun is quite 
frequent in Arabic. 


138, (without any restriction on His will). 
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139. (according to His universal scheme). 

140. (for whomsoever He will). 

141. (according to His universal scheme). 

142. (of all conditions and circumstances). 

143. i.e. Able to effect His will in every circumstance. 

144. (as he is constituted in the present world), 

145. (2 , is a direct message from God to a prophet which, to the exclu- 
sion of all others, the receiver alone can perceive. 

146. When it is only a Voice that is heard, as in the case of Moses receiving 
his call at Sinai. 

147. Which here means an angel. 

148. i.e., the messenger-angel. 

149. (so that no one is fitted in himself to receive His message). 

150. (so that He in His infinite wisdom laid down certain ways of 
communication). 

151. i.e, in accordance with this law of Divine communication. 

152. (O Prophet !), 

153. (before thou wast charged with the prophetic mission). 

154. (in its highest, perfected form). It isa mistake, almost vulgar, to 
suppose that the holy Prophet in championing the cause of Allah only emphasised 
an idea that was already present in the consciousness ofthe Arab race. In fact he 
was innocent of the grandeur of his faith until aided by the revelation. 

155. ie.the Holy Quran. 

156. i.e. illuminating the Way. 

157. (finally and inevitably). 
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Sürat-uz-Zukhruf 


Gold Adornments. XLII 
(Makkan, 7 Sections and 89 Verses) 


In the name of Allah, the Compassionate. the Merciful. 


SECTION 1 
1. (7%) Ha. Mim. 
2. (a WHOL ) By this luminous Book. 
3. (2429 ... V!) Verily We! We have made it an Arabic Quran 
that haply you may reflectitt, 
4. (d . . . ols) And verily it^ j is in the Original Book1*? before Us, 
indeed exalted**, full of wisdom?®. 
9. (u$... x) Shall We take away from you the Admonition!*? 
because you are a people extravagant!*! ? 
6. (oY... ED And how many a prophet We have sent among the 
ancients!$5, 
7. (og ... bs) And not a prophet came to them but him they used 
to mock. 
8. (W... Cab) Therefore We destroyed peoples mightier than 
these!** in prowess ; and there has gone forth the example of the ancients!*". 
9. (gi. . . o&Js) And if thou questions them!*3 : who has created 
the heavens aud the earth ? they will surely say: created them the Mighty, the 


Knower. 


158. (on it the more easily, O Makkans !) 
159. i.e. the Holy Quran. 
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an: 

160. i.e., the Preserved Tablet, the eternal fountain-head of all Divine 
decrees and revelations. 

161. i.e., full of dignity. 

162. i. e., full of wisdom. 

163. (depriving you of its benefits altogether). The phrase ‘is taken from a 
rider’s striking his beast with his stick when he desires to turn him from the course 
that he is pursuing.” (LL). 

164. (and you refuse to give your ear to it), 

165. (although they refused to believe in them; so that rejection by their 
people did not cause us to cease sending messengers to those ancient peoples). 

166. i. e., the present-day infidels; the Arab pagans. 

167. (who perished as a consequence to their attitude of disobedience and 
rebellion). 

168. i.e., the Arab pagans. 
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10. (5524 ... will) Who has made the earth a bed for you!** and has 
made therein paths for you that haply you may be directed ?1?? 

11. (o... sil) And who sends down water from the heaven in 
measure"! ? Then We quicken a dead land therewith and even so you will be 
brought forth?”2, 

12. (o$; . . . wills) And Who has created the pairs, all of them!?, and 
appointed for you from ships and cattle on which you ride, 

13. (oi ae... 15) that you may mount firmly on their backs, and then 
may remember the favour of your Lord when you mount thereon, and may say: 
hallowed be He Who has subjected this to us, and we?! could have it not. 


14. (otal, . . VL) And verily to Our Lord we are to return. 
15. (om... Ses) And they*'5 assign out of His bondmen co-patners!'*, 
Verily man is a manifest ingrate. 
SECTION 2 
16. (oft . . . e!) Has He taken, from His creatures, daughters for 
Himself, and has honoured you with sons?” ? 
17. (S... bi) And when there is announced to any of them the 


birth of what he likens to the Compassionate”, his countenance remains darkened 
the whole day, and he is indignant inwardly”, 


169. (to lie-upon). 

170. (in your travels). 

171. i. e., according to needs and requirements. 
172. (from your graves). 

173. See P. XXIII. n. 64. 
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174. (by our own efforts). 
175. i.e., the infidels. 
176. i. e., co-partners in Godhead. 


177. The interrogation is expressive of reproof. The pagan Arabs while 
holding the female sex in utter contempt believed God to have daughters. 


178. (by making her a co-partner with God). See P. V. n. 513. 
179. See P. XIV. n. 222 ff. 


www.besturdubooks.wordpress.com 


160 Part XXV 


a Kcd EETA 
BAÉ ÉE, pl te ze GM AIMLESS @ gi lan £305 Ad 
ne KEKE DOGS re ads 8 AI CEES gale 
CGI SBS FOCIA 4 ARIS cs CC enis Dioa2s Seba) 
Q6 epe i$ Sp PEDANA rept € 55 a5) E 

dal Zee sf BOGE po DE Bs PET HE 6760 Gags Cp sRs 
BES TBE dL Ci Éo 4o 74, Us OBEY ee Buss 


18. (cr . . . o) Has He taken to Himself what is reared in orna- 
ments!°, and is not clear in contention?! ? 

19. (oJ .. . Ides) And they make the angels who are the bondmen of 
the Compassionate females!*?. Have they witnessed their creation? Their testi- 
mony will be written down and they will be questioned!*?, 

20. (Spey... tyes) And they’ say: had the Compassionate willed 
we should not have worshipped them!**, No knowledge they have of it!*7, they 
are only guessing?®8, 

21. (5 ...el Have We vouchsafed them any Book before this, 
so that they are clinging to it!9? ? 

22. (oss ... $) Nay! they say? : we have found our fathers on a 
certain way??!, and by their footsteps we are guided!??. 

23. (osa ,, cs) And in this wise We sent not a warner before thee! 
in any city but the affluent thereof said : verily we found our fathers on a certain 
way and verily their footsteps we are following. 

24. (o5 PL OMS Js) The warner therefore said: what! even if | bring 
you a better guidance ahaa what you found your fathers upon??1, They said: we 
deny that wherewith you are sent!?5, 


180. This refers to the almost universal customs of the ‘softer sex’ being 
brought up among jewellery and ornaments and to her innate love of display. <A 
woman's skeleton dating from the 4th cent. B. C., unearthed in Persia, had heaped 
upon the breast, necklace of pearls, lapis lazulis, turquoise, emerald and jasper.’ 
(CE. IV. p. 1150) 

181. Compare the findings of a modern psychologist :—‘Woman is admittedly 
weaker in logic than the male, and, because her “opinion” is partly instinctive 
feeling and partly immediate reaction to the momentary situation, she cannot equal 
man in enumerating arguments and proofs in support of her views. Her way of 
thinking is what we describe as intuitive.’ 
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182. See P. XV. n. 108; P. V. n. 513. 

183. (ragarding the sexual character they have attributed to the angels). 

184. i. e., the pagans. 

185. (injustification of their blasphemy) 

186. i.e., He would have rendered it physically impossible for us to worship 
these false deities. 

187. i.e., they are totally ignorant of the laws of Divine government. See 
P. VIII. n. 197. 

188. (completely divorced by reason), 

189. They have neither rational nor scriptural ground to support them. 

190. i. e., this is their sole argument. 

191. (of life) i. e., we have found our ancestors following a particular set of 
beliefs and practices. 41 is primarily ‘A way, course, mode, or manner, of acting, 
or conduct, or the like; a way, course, orrule, of life or conduct.’ (LL) The use 
ofthe word à! here instead of y> is very significant. The pagan Arabs had, 
strictly speaking, no creed at all. They simply and blindly followed certain ancestral 
customs and ceremonial usages. 

192. Inthe pre-Islamic society of Arabia, as in most primitive societies, ‘a 
man did not choose his religion or frame it for himself; it came to him as part of 
the general scheme of social obligations and ordinances laid upon him, as a matter 
of course, by his position in the family and in the nation...Religion did not exist for 
the saving of souls but for thé preservation and welfare of society and all that was 
necessary to this end every man had to take his part, or break with the domestic and 
political community to which he belonged... Thus a man was born with a fixed 
relation to certain gods as surely as he was born into relation to his fellow-men ; 
and his religion, that is, the part of conduct which was determined by his relation to 
the gods, was simply one side of the general scheme of conduct prescribed for him 
by his position as a member of society. (Robertson Smith, Religion of the Semites, 
pp. 28-30) 

193. (O Prophet !) 

194. i.e., are you still going to follow blindly and slavishly your ancestral 
customs, when I have brought to you a teaching far better and in every way 
superior ? 

195. (to us as you profess) i. e., we deny your mission altogether and reject 
the very basis of your claims. 
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25. (o=. . tab) Therefore We took revenge on them”. Behold 
then how has been the end of the beliers ! 


SECTION 3 


e's 


26. (0544 .. J 3j) And re-ca// when Ibrahim said to his father and his 
people ; verily | am quit of what you worship : 

27. (us. . . YI) save Him, who has created me and then He would 
guide me'?". 

28. (Spey... les) And /brahim made i?* a word lasting among his 
posterity??? that haply they should return??? 

29. (one . . . y Aye! | let these and their fathers?! enjoy life, 
until??? there came unto them the truth2°%, and a plain messenger??^, 

30. Ws.. . V») And when the truth came to them, they say?% this 
is magic?*9, and verily we are therein disbelievers. 

31. (cte . . . M6») And they?” say?*5, why has not this Quran2"* been 
revealed to a man of moment??? in the two cities??? ? 

32. (dpt. e) Shall they??? apportion?! their Lord's mercy? ? . it 
is We Who have Sp Coran ed among them their livelihood in the life of the world?”, 
and have raised some of them?! over others in degrees?", so that one of them 
may take another asa serf, and the mercy of thy Lord?!? is better*'? than what 
they amass???, 


196. (inthis very world). 

197. (in both the worlds) i. e., He is the sole Creator, the sole Guide. 
198. i.e. the doctrine of Unity. 

199. (by enjoining them to follow his faith). 

200. (from idolatry to monotheism). 

201. All of them, the progeny of Abraham, the upright. 

202. (as a great warner and reminder). 
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203. i. e., the Holy Quran. 

204. i.e. an apostle whose message is as clear as daylight. 

205. (to explain away its wonderful effectiveness), 

206. i. e., the sorcerer’s talk, void of truth and reality. 

207. i. e., the Makkan pagans under the influence of their wealthy aristocrats. 

208. (in their pride and arrogance, and looking at the holy Prophet in a 
purely mundane light). 

209. —~if it is really the Book of God—— 

210. i. e., great in wealth and influence, and possessing obvious and natural 
claim to authority and prestige. 

211. i.e., Makka and Taif. 

212. (and not God), 

213. (according to their whims and desires), 

214. i. e., special favour ; the gift of prophecy. 

215. (according to their needs and capacities). 

216. (in the distribution of that livelihood), 

217. (of wealth, rank, or station). This does away with all the socialistic 
and communistic utopian theories of ‘equal distribution of wealth and property’. 

218. i. e., His special favour ; the gift of prophecy. 

219, i.e., higher than and superior to; and therefore even more bey ond 
their reach. 

220. (of material prosperity). 
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33. (0545...YJ») And were it not that the mankind would have 
become one community?! ; We should make for those who disbelieve in the 
Compassionate??? roofs of silver for their houses and silver stairways whereby 
they ascend, . 

34. (0,3 .. ero») and silver doors for their houses and silver couches 
whereon they recline??5, 

35. (gà... bs5s) and ornaments of gold??!, And yet all that? 
would have been but a provision?’ of the life of this world ;??* and the Here- 
after??? with thy Lord is for the God-fearing??*, 


SECTION 4 


36. (añ. . . cs) And whosoever blinds himself to the admonition of 
the Compassionate”, We assign to him? a devil, and he becomes his 
companion?*?, 

37. (Wty... er!) And verily they?**- hinder them from the way?*, 
while they imagine that they are rightly guided. 

38. (xA... >) until when he? comes to Us?**, he will say??? : Ah! 
would that there had been?! between me and thee the distance of the two 
orients?** ——-an evil companion ! 

39. (55,2... Js) And? because**! you have done wrong, To-day it 
will profit you not, that you are sharers in the torment??, 

40. (cm . . . eX) So canst thou make the deaf hear or canst thou 
guide the blind or him who is??? in manifest error ? 

41. (5,4 ... Lb) And even though*** We take thee away?**, We shall 
surely take vengeance on them?e, 


291. (of infidels). 
222. (and are therefore the most hated ones in the sight of God), 
223.. But God in His grace and mercy did not allow so Strong a temptation 
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to be placed in the path of man. 
224. So utterly insignificant and contemptible are worldly riches in the sight 


of God! 5»; literally, gold, is ‘applied to any ornament, decoration or embellish- 
ment ;... and particularly applied to the decorations, and pictured works in gold.' 
(LL) 
225. (vast amount of riches). 

226 i.e., a passing enjoyment ; a trifling substance. 

227. Which is essentially ephemeral and unsubstantial. 
228. Which is the only real objective worth striving after. 
229. (and not for the seekers of gold). 


230. i. e., the Holy Quran. 
231. (as a natural sequel to his deliberate choice of the evil way), 


232. i. e., an inseparable and intimate consort. 

233. i.e. the evil companions ; the devils. 

234. (of God). 

235. i.e. such a one. 

236. .(at.the Judgment, and the error of his ways becomes manifest to him), 
237. (in extreme anguish to his evil companion). 

238. (in the world). 

239. Literally ‘the two orients.” «A good equivalent idiom in English would 
be “poles apart," for they could never meet’? (AYA) 

240. This will be said to them. 

241. The particle 3! is here denotative of cause. (LL) 

242. i.e., this will bring no comfort to you at all; and the conciousness 
that others too are partaking of the same punishment, will not diminish your own 
torment in the least. 

243. (of his own choice, O Prophet !), 

244. or, even if. 

245. (from their midst by death, O Prophet D). 

246. The final requital is so certain and beyond the possibility of doubt. 
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42. {òy ... 9) Or if We show thee?** that with which We threaten 
them?45 ; verily We are going to prevail over them. 

43. (ai .. dt) Hold thou fast’? to what We have revealed to 
thee ;?5? verily thou art on the straight path?®. 

44. (0452... «| ) And verily it? is an admonition to thee and thy 
people, and presently you will be questioned***. 

45. (251.4 .. $) And ask thou Our messengers*** whom We sent 
before thee: did We appoint gods, besides the Compassionate to be 
worshipped?55 ? 

SECTION 5 

46. (cl... 44 ,) And assuredly We sent Misa with Our signs?** to 
Firawn and his chiefs, and he said: verily | am a messenger of the Lord of the 
worlds. 

47. qu ... WV) Then when he came to them with Our signs, lo! 
they were laughing at those signs. 

48. (or, ... 4) And nota sign We showed them but it was greater 
than its like25?, and We seized them with chastisement??? that haply they might 
turn?*3, 

49. (oszd. . 136 ,) And they said*9^: magician?**!! supplicate thy Lord 
for us for what He has covenanted with thee, verily we shall let ourselves be 
directed*e?, 

BO. (0% . . Wi) Then? when We had removed from them the chas- 
tisement, lo! they were breaking their promise?*. 


247. (in thy life-time as an accomplished fact). 
248. (then that also is easy for Us). 

249. (confidently and unwaveringly). 

250. (O Prophet !). 
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251. *Mohammad thus holding his people at bay; waiting in the still 
expectation of victory ; to outward appearance defenceless, and with his little band 
as it were ia the lion's mouth ; yet trusting in His almighty power whose Messenger 
he believed himself to be, resolute and unmoved ; presents a spectacle of sublimity 
paralleled only by such scenes in the Sacred Records as that of the Prophet of Israel 
when he complained to his Master, «I, even I only, am left.” Nay, the spectacle, 
is in one point of view even more amazing... It is this which brings if possible into 
still bolder prominence the marvellous self-possession and enthusiasm which sustained 
Mohammad on his course (Muir, op. cit., p. 126), 

252. i.e., the Holy Quran. 

253. (regarding your duties and obligations, O mankind !). 

254. (through their Books and Scriptures and the learned among their true 
followers, O Prophet !). 

255. Monotheism, pure, absolute and unalloyed has ever been the theme of. 
all the prophets and apostles. 

256. i. e., evidences and arguments. 

257. i.e., each sign was great in its own way. Cf. the OT :—‘And the Lord said 
unto Moses... Multiply my signs and my wonders in the land of Egypt.' (Ex. 7 : 1-3). 
And Josephus :—'When the king despised the words of Moses, and had no regard at 
all to them, grievous plagues seized the Egyptians ... No such plagues did ever 
happen to any other nation asthe Egyptians now felt.’ (“Ant.” IL 14:1) kisl 
literally is ‘its sister.’ 

258. i.e., successive plagues previous to their final destruction. 

259. (to Us). 

260. (to Moses). 

261. ‘But when the king derided Moses, he made him in earnest see the 
signs that were done at Mount Sinai. Yet was the king very angry with him, and 
called him an ill man, who had formerly run away from his Egyptian slavery, and 
came now back with deceitful tricks and wonders and magical arts to astonish him.’ 
(*Ant." II. 13 : 3) 

262. *Then Pharaoh called for Moses and Aaron, and said, Entreat the Lord, 
that he may take away the frogs from me, and from my people; and I will let the 
people go, that they may do sacrifice unto Lord.’ (Ex. 8:8). ‘And Pharaoch 
said... . entreat for me.’ (Ex. 8 : 28) ‘And Pharaoch sent, and called for Moses and 
Aaron, and said unto them . . . . Entreat the. Lord (for it is enough) that there be no 
more mighty thunderings and hail.’ (Ex. 9 :27-28) 

263. (each time) 

264. ‘But when Pharaoh saw that there was respite, he hardened his heart, 
and he hearkened not unto them.’ (Ex. 8:15) And when Pharaoh saw that the rain 
and the hailand the thunders were ceased, he sinned yet more, and hardened his 
heart, he and his servants.” (Ex. 9 : 34) 
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51. (bsa... gas) And Fir'awn proclaimed among his people saying: 
my people ! is not mine the kingdom of Misr?** and yonder rivers flowing under- 
neath me ??5* Do you not see? 

52. (ca . . . el) Aye! | am better than this one who is contemp- 
tible?*", and unable even to make his speech plain?$*, À 

53. (o6 ... Yd) Why, then?®, have the bracelets of gold not been 
set?'? upon him?'!, and why have the angels not come with him accompanying??? 

54. (csi... ex) Then he incited his people? and they obeyed 
him : they were ever a transgressing people. 

55. (ue. . . V) So when they angered Us?'*, We took vengeance 
on them?”5, and We drowned them all?'*, 

56. (aPN. . pili) And We made them a precedent?’?, and an 
example to those after. 

SECTION 6 

57. (5524 . . . Uy) And when the son of Maryam is held up?'* as an 
example, lo ! thy people???’ cry out?® at that? 

58. (dsa... 16s) And they say?* : are not our gods better, or is 
he??? They mention him not to thee save for disputation??', Aye! they are a 
people contentious??5, 

59. (J... ot) He is naught but a bondman***; him We favoured**’, 
and him We made an example to the Children of Isráil?*5, . 

60. (553€... 34) And had We willed? We would have appointed 
angels among you in the earth to succeed each other???, 


265. i.e, am I not the rightful sovereign of this country? For Misr sec P. 
XI. n. 368. 


266. i.e., the Nile and its branches. ‘The Nile flows in manifold curves 
and with numerous tributaries through the wrinkled valley. (HHW. I, p. 82) Or 
the reference may be to the elaborate system of irrigation canals, as the word yi 
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poean 
signifies both a river and a canal. The waters of the Nile... were conveyed toa 
distance by a network of larger and smaller canals.” (DB IL p. 482) ‘This desert- 
valley, which was formerly reached only very irregularly by the Nile, he (Rameses II) 
rendered fruitful by a canal, colonised it, and built several cities in it.' (EBi. c. 1241) 

267. (and belongs to the subject race of the Israelites). 

268. i.e., has also this personal defect. See P. XVI. nn. 275, 276. 

269. i.e., if he is, as he pretends to be, a prophet of God. 

270. (as is the wont of the Egyptian kings when raising a person to the 
dignity of a prince). See an account of Joseph's elevation to viceroyalty in the OT. 
«And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, See, I have set thee overall the land of Egypt. 
And Pharaoh took off his ring from his hand, and put it upon Joseph's hand, and 
arrayed him in vestures of fine linen, and put a gold chain about his neck' 
(Ge.41:41, 42) ‘The golden collar put round Joseph's neck was a peculiarly 
Egyptian form of decoration ; it was called “receiving gold"; Ahnas, the captain- 
general of the marines, who freed Egypt from the Hyksos, “received gold", on seven 
different occasions, for various acts of valour.' (DB. IL p. 773). 

271. i.e, Moses. Judging the prophethood of Moses by his own low and 
materialistic standard, Pharaoh asks in effect : where is his insignia of royalty if he 
is really, as he affects to be, a favourite of God ? 

272. (to show that he is the chosen and favoured of God). 

273. (by such sophistries). 

274. (by their persistent acts of aggression and rebellion). 

275. Western writers in their dread of anthropomorphism have often gone 
to the other extreme of conceiving Almighty God as a Buddha on a grand scale——a 
Being of purely passionless repose, able to punish none, to forgive none and to 
reward none, unmoved at the sight of unspeakable enormities. The God of Islam is 
Just, Powerful and Holy——Able to execute His laws to vindicate His majesty and 
to punish the culprit. 

276. See P. I. n. 213. 

277. Serving as an instructive warning of a particular type. 

278. (in the Holy Quran). : 

279. (O Prophet !) i. e., the Makkan pagans 

280. (in joy, as if they had scored a very strong point against Islam), 

281. i.c.,at the mention of his name. 

282. (in mockery and ridicule). 

283. ‘In addressing the idolaters of Mecca, Mohammmed appealed to the 
ministry and preaching of Jesus and His rejection by His people, as he was wont to 
appeal to the history of other prophets, in support of his mission. His adversaries 
retorted that, if Jesus, who appeared in human form, was worshipped by his 
followers, there could be nothing absurd in their praying through images, the 
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representatives of heavenly powers to God.’ (Muir, op. cit. p. 147) The pre-Islamic 
Arabic Christianity itself was a fusion of Christianity and paganism. A modern 
scholar, F.V. Winnett, of the University College, Toronto, after examining a number 
of old inscriptions has come to the following conclusion in regard to the ancient 
Arabic Christianity :—‘Jesus has not displaced the old gods. He has simply been 
added to the pantheon. In Syria he seems’ to have occupied a more unique 
position...In the South, he has sunk even lower...Attention has been drawn above, 
too, to the indications that animal sacrifices were offered to Jesus. The petitions 
addressed to him are the same as those addressed to all the other gods.’ (The Moslem 
Worid, New York, Oct. 1941, p. 353). 

284. (confounding the Muslim doctrine with the Christian) 

285. i.e., given to disputation for its own sake. 

286. (of Ours, not at all responsible for the vagaries of the so-called followers, 
and the paganistic articles of the Trinitarian Church). 

287. (with the gift of prophecy) ‘This was in fact the only position which 
Mohammed could consistently fall back upon. Some terms of veneration, in use 
among Christians, are indeed applied to Jesus ; .... but the divine Sonship is stead- 
fastly denied.’ (Muir, op. cit. p. 147) ‘To the Trinitarian doctrine, which the Church 
seems to have introduced in the second century, the Koran opposes the fundamental 
doctrines of the faith promulgated by Muhomed.’ (De Bunsen, Islam or True 
Christianity, p. 147). 

288. See P. HI nn. 433, 434. 

289. (in Our wisdom 

290. A thing even more wonderful than the miraculous birth of Jesus. 
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61. (= ... 4) And verily he is a sign?®! of the Hour?*?, so do not 


dubitate concerning it293' and follow Me; this??* is the straight path. 
(om . .. Ys) And let not Satan hinder you?’ ; verily he is to you 


a manifest enemy. 
63. (pb... Ws) And when ‘Isi came with evidences??*, he said: 


surely | have come to you with wisdom??", to expound to you some of that 
wherein you differ??*, so fear Allah and obey me. 
64. (gx... 4) 9) And verily Allah ! He is my Lord and your Lord ;?*? 


so worship Him ; this is the straight path?99, 
65. (ed! .. . X8) Then the sects differed among themselves®*!, Woe to 


those who do wrong???, because of the torment of the afflictive Day. 
66. (Gs ae...) They?'* await but the Hour: that it should come 


upon them of a sudden, while they perceive not. 
67. (ox .. V! The intimate friends will be on that Day?**! hostile 


one to another save the God-fearing. 
SECTION 7 


68. (oy; . . . ale) My bondmen®® there shall be no fear upon you 


To-day, nor shall you grieve—— 
(ula. . . nll) you who believed in Our revelations and were 
Muslims. 
70. (555€ ... Ves) Enter the Garden, you and your spouses, joyfuliy?*, 


291. E the approach). Or, ‘condition precedent’. Another reading is 

o 

L9 o. (5 instead of P 6i. being synonymous 
susie, & 2 


with 2 . 
oy r sym 


292. It shall be known by his descending. The reference is to ‘the second 
coming of Jesus in the Last Days just before the Resurrection, when he will destroy 
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the false doctrines that pass under his name, and prepare the way for the universal 
acceptance of Islam, the Gospel of Unity and Peace, the Straight Way of the Quran.’ 
(AYA). 

293, i. e., concerning Resurrection. 

294. (which I command you to follow). 

295. (from the religion of God). 

296. i.e., arguments and miracles. 

. 297. i.e. with wise teachings, specially the doctrine of the unity and 
indivisibility of the Divine Personality. 

298. (O Children of Israel !) The reference is to the perverted doctrines and 
corrupt practices of the Jews at the time of Jesus. 

299. This emphatically repudiates the teaching of the Gospels :—‘I and my 
Father are one.’ (Jn. 10; 30), and the teaching of the Christian Church :—‘The 
Son is as Divine as the Father and therefore can be worshipped without idolatry and 
bestow Divine life, because it is His to bestow.’ (EBr. II. p. 599) 

300. See P. III. nn. 453, 454. 

301. (and the pure religion of Jesus degenerated into gross idolatry) 
‘During the fifth century the practice of introducing images into churches increased 
and in the sixth it had become prevalent. The common people, who had never 
been able to comprehend doctrinal mysteries, found their religious wants satisfied in 
turning to these effigies. With singular cbtuseness, they believed that the saint is 
present in his image, though hundreds of the same kind were in existence, each 
having an equal and exclusive right to the spiritual presence. The doctrine of 
greatly strengthened by these graphic forms. Pagan idolatry had reappeared." 
(Draper, Intellectual Development of Europe, Y. p. 413). 

302. (to themselves in respect of humanity of Jesus) ‘When, therefore, in 
the midst of the wrangling of sects, in the incomprehensible jargon of Arians, 
Nestorians, Eutychians, Monothelites, Monophysites, Mariolatrists, and an anarchy 
of countless disputants, there sounded through the world, not the miserable voice of 
the intriguing majority of a council but the dreaded battle-cry.. ‘There is but one 
God" ... is it surprising that the hubbub was hushed? Is it surprising that all Asia 
and Africa fell away? (Draper, op. cit. I. p. 333). ‘From its most glorious seats 
Christianity was for ever expelled, from Palestine, the scene of its most sacred 
recollections ; from Asia Minor, that of its first churches ; from Egypt, whence issued 
the great doctrine of Trinitarian orthodoxy ; from Carthage, who imposed her belief 
on Europe.’ (Draper, op. cit., I, p. 332) 


303. i. e., the infidels who remain deaf to the clear call of Islam. 
304. (when falsehood will become apparent to every one). 

305. Thus a Voice will address the believers on the Day of Judgment. 
306. i.e. with marks of gladness apparent on their faces. 
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71. TH ... Lilly) Passed around among them??? will be dishes of 
gold and goblets, and therein wilf be whatsoever souls desire and eyes delight 
in*** ; and you will be therein??? abiders. 

72. (Gee. . ths) This is the Garden which you?!? have been made 
to inherit for?!* what you have been working. 
73. (oe. . . f) For you there will be fruits in plenty which you 
will eat. 

74. (ost . , . o!) Verily the culprits will be abiders in Hell's torment. 

75. (osde... 7% Y) It shall not be abated from off them, and therein 
they will become despondent. 

76. (ai ... Us) And We wronged them not, but they??* have been 
the wrong-doers themselves. 

77. (agfd, . . Xy) And they will cry??: O keeper?!*! fet thy Lord 
make an end of us*!5, He will say: verily you shall abide for ever? 

78. (o Pis . . . ad) Assuredly We brought the truth to you*27, but most 
of you are averse to the truth. 

79. (opu ... ¢l} Have they*'s determined an affair!*? Then We 
also are determining???, 

80. (oS ... e!) Dothey think that We hear not their secrets and 
their whispers??t ? Yea! We do, and Our envoys?? present with them write 
down. 

81. (xad! .. . J) Say thou*?: had the Compassionate a son*4, | 
shall be the first of Ais worshippers.??5, 


307. (in the Paradise), 

308. Thus giving perfect satisfaction to our souls in every possible way 

309. The delight of soul and body in Paradise shall be not only full and 
complete but also eternal and unending. 
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310. (O dwellers of Paradise), 

311. i. e., as a reward for. 

312. The pronoun A4 here is appended to give the subject emphasis and to 
contrast it with another subject, and isto be known as aS ih p> (WGAL. IL p. 
265). 

313. (in extreme anguish and despair). + 

314. (of the Hell). eu is the principal angel who holds charge of the Hell. 

315. (by total extinction, and thus relieve us of this unbearable agony, on 
thy prayer and intercession). 

316. (here for ever), 

317. (through Our prophets and apostles), 

318. i.e. the infidels. 

319. (to injure the holy Prophet). 

320. And it is plain that God’s plan shall work, not theirs. 

321. Which is the belief of several pagan peoples. 

322. i. e. recording angels. 

323. (O Prophet !). 

324. As believed in by the Christians and pagans. 


325. Fora Son of God must be himself a God in the full sense of the 
word. s 
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82. (ose... Gk») Hallowed be the Lord of the heavens and the 
earth, the Lord of the Throne from what they ascribe??6, 

83. (obseg. . e244) So let them thou??? alone wading??? and sporting 
till they meet the Day which they are promised. 

84. ( «en ... 52) And He it is Who is God in the sky and God in the 
earth???, and He is the Wise, the Knower. 

85. (50,7...235») And blessed be He Whose is the dominion of the 
heavens and the earth and what is in-between, and with Him is the knowledge 
of the Hour and to Him you will be made to return?2?, 

86. (ou ... Ys) And whom they* call upon besides Him, they do 
not own the power of intercession—-— save those who bear witness??? to the 
truth and who know???, 

87. (4%... ss) And wert thou to ask them who created them, 
they will surely say: Allah?**, Then witherward are they deviating ? 

88. (Oy... lis) And We hear his??? saying: Lord! verily they are a 
people who do not believe??6, 

89. {Glu ... gà») So turn thou aside from them*?", and say: peace. 
Presently33? they shall come to know. 


326. (to Him so blasphemously) 


327. (O Prophet!) 
328. (in their vanities and puerilities). See P. ViI n. 503. 


329. This repudiates the religion of many a polytheistic people who believe 
the heaven and the earth to be ruled over by separate deities. In the religion of 
Babylonia Anu rules in heaven, Enlil in earth and air, and Ea in the waters. The 
Vedic gods are divided into there classes also——— gods of the sky, gods of the air, 
and gods of earth. (ERE. X. p. 114) ‘The Vedic gods may most conveniently be 
classified as deities of heaven, air, and earth, according to the threefold divisions 
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suggested by the Rigveda itself.’ (ERE. XII. p. 603). 

330. (O mankind !). 

331. i.e. the infidels. 

332. (with their word of mouth). 

333, (in their hearts). Such persons alone may have, with God’s leave. the 
privilege of interceding for other believers. ~” 

334. See P. XX. n. 15. 

335. i.e. the Prophet’s. 

336. (in their obduracy, in spite of all my preaching). 

337. (leaving them to their inevitble fate). . 

338. i. e., at their death. 
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Surat-ud-Dukhan 


The Smoke. XLIV 
(Makkan, 3 Sections and 59 Verses) - 
In the name of Allah, the Compassionate, the Merciful. 
SECTION 1 

1. (44) Hà. Mim. 

2. (glo) By the luminous Book. 

3. (4%... . V!) We have sent it 3? down?'? on a blessed night; 
verily We were to become warners?*?, 

4. ( é e. W Je Therein*«? is decreed*** every affair of wisdom?** — 

5. (ob^ ... V4!) as a command from before Us. Verily We were to 
become senders***— 

6. (gill... i) a mercy from the Lord. Verily He! He is the Hearer, 
the Knower. l 

7. (amy © . . 3) Lord of the heavens and the earth and whatsoever 
is in-between, if only you would be convinced**", 

8. (odo .. 4| Y) There is no god but He. He quickens and causes tol 
die: your Lord and Lord of your forefathers. 

9. (ùs... X) Aye! they% are in doubt?4* sporting? 


339. i. e., the Holy Quran; the luminous Book. 

340. (from the Preserved Tablet to the nethermost heaven). 

341. Which is one of the odd nights in the last ten day of the month off 
Ramadan. 

342, (in Our extreme loving-kindness to Our creatures). 
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343. i. e., during that night. 

344. i.e., Or ‘separated out.’ 

345. Annually on this night all the events of the ensuing year with respect 
to life and death and other affairs of this world are determined. 

346. (ofthee as an apostle). 

347. i. e., if you have only a will to bglieve, all these facts and phenomena 
of nature can serve you as the edvidences of His unity. 

348. i.e., the obstinate infidels. 

349. (and with no serious and earnest yearning for truth). 

350. (with this world). 
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10. (ae ... «x» So wait thou?*! for a day when the sky will bring 
forth a manifest smoke?5?, 

11. (e! . . . gt) covering the people, this shall be a dreadful 
scourge. 

12. (op ... Bo) OurLord!*** lift up from us this scourge; verily 
we shall become believers. 

13. (ome... ES How can there be an admonition unto them?5, 
when there came to them a clear messenger??6, 

14. (o£ ... e yet they turned away from him and said??? ; one 
tutored?**, one distracted??? | 

15. (osse ... tl) Verily We shall remove the chastisement?*? for a 
while; but verily you shall revert??t, 

16. (24x ... ey) On the Day when We assault them with the 
greatest assault, verily We shall take vengeance?€, 

17. CEJ . . . 44») And assuredly before them We tried Fir'awn's 
people. and there came to them an honouted messenger, saying : 

18. (o4 . . . à!) restore to me the bondmen of Allah*9?, | am unto 
you a trusted messenger?*?, i 

19. (oa .. . obs) and saying: exalt not yourselves against Allah, 
verily | have come to you with a manifest authority?®, 

20. (o; .. . 9 ») and verily | have sought refuge in my Lord and 
your Lord lest you stone met, 

21. (0398 ... os) and if you will not believe in me, then let me 
alone??7, 


351. (O Prophet !) 
352. ‘Or Dearth, or drought.’ ‘It is said that the hungry once saw smoke 
between him and the-sky . or hunger is thus called because of the dryness of (gl >) 
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the earth in drought, and the rising of the dust, which is likened to Sit. properly 

so termed. (LL). 

353. (Of Makka). A famine of very great severity visited the pagans of 
Makka after the Prophet's emigration from that city. The whole population was 
surrounded by dust at the time of the drought. The ‘smoke’ here predicts the haze 
of this dust. Abu Sufyan, on behalf ofthe Makkans, approached the holy Prophet 
to pray for the removal of the famine. d 

354. ——thus they will cry—— 

355. i. e., how can this penalty serve as an admonition to them. 

356. i.e. an apestle with evident signs and credentials. The ‘smoke’ 
referred to in verse 10 may well hint at the torment of modern warfare the chief 
ingredients of which are the gas, the gunpowder and the dynamite (all of them 
smoke-like substances) to be let loose in the 20th century of the Christian era 
on nations by those priding themselves on their learning, civilisation and culture, 
and accusing the true apostle of Ged of being a ‘tutored one’, a ‘distracted 


one’. 

357. (of him). 

358. i.e., a man taught by others, Christians or Jews. See P. XIV. n. 341. 

359. See P. IX. n. 328. 

360. (taking you at your words, and on the intercession of the Prophet at 
the imploring of the Makkans and their promise of believing in him) 

361. (to your old ways, O Makkans !). 

362. i. e., exact full retribution. 

363. i.e., let the Israelites go with me to worship their true God. 

364. Moses was to address his mission both to the Egyptians and the 
Israelites. 

365. i. e., aided with evident signs. 

366. Or ‘slay me’ Cf. the OT :—‘And Moses said : . . . lo, shall we sacrifice 
the abomination of the Egyptians before their eyes, and will they not stone us?' 


(Ex. 8:26) 
367. (on equal terms) i. e., at any rate, do not add to your record of 


sinfulness by opposing me. 
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22. (vy ... s) Then??? he called upon his Lord : these are a guilty 
people. 

23. (On... ù) Allah said: So depart thou with My bondmen 
by night?*?; surely you will be pursued?'?, 

— 24. (Og... 37,7) And leave thou the sea parted?'!; verily they are a 
host to be drowned. 

25. (5j . . . £) They*^ left? — how many——of gardens and 
springs, : 
26. (ej e £200 2) and cornfields and goodly positions, 

27. (of... is) and the delights which they had been enjoying! 
28. (z> ... af} Even so, And We caused another people to 
inherit them?'*, 

29. (x)... M) And the heavens and the earth did not shed tears 
for them?'5, nor were they reprieved. 


SECTION 2 


30. (o4 ... sid 5) Assuredly We saved the Children of Israil from a 
degrading scourage?9, —— 
31. (255,13... œ) from Firawn; verily he was haughty and of the 
, extravagant?"". 
32. (c... ad 5) And assuredly We chose them*'* with knowledge??? 
, advisedly above the worlds?*, 
í 33. (um... ef) And We vouchsafed to them signs in which was 
a manifest favour*® from Us. 
34. (os) . . . ol) Verily these??? ! they say??? : 
35. (ax .. . o!) Naught is there but our first death®**, and we shall 
not be raised again; , 


368. (on his finding them aggressive), 
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369. Thus came the reply. 

370. (by the Egyptians). 

371. i.e., motionless, parted asunder. 

_371-A. i. e., the drowned Egyptians. 

372. i. e., had to leave behind by constraint and of necessity. 

373. i. e., in this way We dispossessed them of their wealth and conveniences. 

374. i.e., the Children of Israel. See P. XIX. n. 226. 

375. i. e., none pitied their destruction. 

376. See P. I. nn. 206, 207. 

377. ‘Inordinately vain . . . he loved ease and pleasure and gave himself up 
without restraint to voluptuous enjoyments.’ (Breasted, History of Egypt, p. 461) 


See P. XI. nn. 363, 364; P. XVI. n. 271. 
378. (as race to proclaim the doctrine of monotheism). See P. I. nn. 198, 


199. 

379. (in Our omniscience). ` 

380. i.e., above other races and nations. 

381. » is also ‘a probationary benefit, favour, or: blessing. or a proba. 
tionary gift And ¿= >, in the context means ‘A great benefit, or favour, or 
blessing, of God ; or a good gift of God.’ (LL) 

382. i. e., the Makkan pagans who denied the doctrine of resurreetion. 


383. (to the believers). 
384. i.e., our final end is no other than our first natural death. 
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36. (uie . . . 159) bring?*5 back then our fathers, if you say sooth. 

37. (mA... wl) Are these*** better??" or the people of Tubb‘a#8 
and those before them?® ? We destroyed them®®°, they were culprits. 

38. (o3... 4s) And We did not create the heavens and the earth 
and what is in-between in sport??!, 

39. (ös . . . Vw) We did not create them save with a purpose??? 
yet most of them?” know not. 

40. (ce . . . ol) Verily the Day of Distinction*** is the term 
appointed for all of them—— 

41. (50,4 . .. ex) a Day whereon a friend shail not avail a friend at 
all, nor shall they be succoured, 

42. (em)... Yi) save those on whom Allah will have mercy. 
Verily He ! He is the Mighty??5, the Merciful*?5, 

SECTION 3 


43. (pã) . . . ol) Verily the tree of Zaqqum*”, 

44. (QW! el») food of the sinners, 

45. (ùk . . . Sth) like the dregs of oil; It shall seethe in the 
bellies3%, 

46. ( gel XS) as the seething of boiling water. 

47. (ed! .. . esi) Seize him? and drag him to the midst of the 
Flaming Fire. 

48. 


(eal — € then pour upon his head the torment of boiling water. 


385. (back to life). 

386. i.e.,the Makkan pagans. 

387. (in respect of might and splendour). 

388. ‘An appellation of each of the kings of El-Yemen who possessed 
Himyar and Hadramaut, and, as some add, Saba.” (LL). ‘The first Tubba, by 


www.besturdubooks.wordpress.com 


184 Part XXV 
which name the Himyarite Kings are known to Muhammadan writers, was Harith, 
called al-Ra’ish.’ (Nicholson, op. cit., p. 3). The reference is to the famous Himyarite 
dynasty of South Arabia. 

389. (of ancient powerful nations). 

390. (for their acts of disobedience and rebellion). 

391. Islam does not recognise any such thing as ‘creative sporting.’ 

392. Cf.a saying of Aristotle :—'God and nature have never made anything 
at random.’ See P. XVII. n. 28. l 

393. i e., of mankind. 

394. When the wicked shall be separated from the righteous. 

395. i. e., Able to requite the evil-doers. 

396. i.e., willing to forgive the believers. 

397. See P. XXIII. n. 210. 

398. (ofthe damned). 

399. This will be said to the angels. 
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49. (e. . . 33) Taste thou! thou art indeed mighty, honoured ! 
50. (ose . . . o!) Verily this is what**? you were used to doubt, 
51. (ol . . . o!) Verily the God-fearing will be in a station secure*®, 


52. (oye . . . d) amidst gardens and springs, 
53. (Mus... Usb) attired in fine silk and brocade*'*, facing each 


other. 
54. (ce . . . Allis) Even sott, And We shall mate them with fair 


damsels large-eyed. 
55. (qw... oye) They will call therein for every manner of fruit in 


secufity. 

56. (er! . . . V) They will not taste of death therein, except the 
first death*®>, and He will guard them against the chastisement of Flaming 
Fire— — 

57. (lea . . « X) a bounty from thy Lord! That! that is the supreme 
achievement. 

58. (05j3 .. . by And We have made it** easy in thy language*”, 
haply they*^*, might be admonished. 

59. (ost... tsb) Wait thou then'**, they are a/so waiting. 


c LEM 
400. i. e., the promised judgment. 


401. Allthis will be said by the angels to the damned to add to their mental 
anguish. 

402. (from the accidents, or casualties, of fortune). 

403. See Sürat-ul-Kahf, V. 31. (P. XV). 

404. i. e., thus it shall be. 

405. (already experienced which removed them from the world and brought 
them to the Garden of Delight). 

406. i.e.,the Holy Quran. 

407. (for thee and thy nation, O Prophet !). 

408. i.e, thy immediate audience. 

409. (and do not be grieved). 
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Surat-ul-Jathia 


The Kneeling XLV 
(Makkan, 4 Sections and 37 Verses.) 
In the name of Allah, the Compassionate, the Merciful. 
SECTION 1 
1. ("9 ) Hà. Mim. " 
2. (qM! ... Jæ) The revelation of the Book is from Allah, the 
Mighty, the Wise. 
5 9. (uu . .. . ol) Verily in the heavens and the earth are signs*!? for 
the faithful. . 
4. (0p .. . i) And in the creation of yourselves and the beasts 
that He has scattered over the earth are signs*!! for a people who are convinced. 


5. (5,à. ,. . ately) and in the alternation of night and day and what 
Allah sends down of provision! from the heaven and thereby quickens the 
earth after its death and in the turning about of the winds, are signs’! for a 
people who reflect. 


410. (of His might and power and of His unity). 
411. (of His unique authority and wisdom). 
412. (i. e., the means of sustenance ; the rain). 
413. (of His unique authority and wisdom). 
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6. (oj . . . eX) These are the revelations of Allah which We 
rehearse to thee*#4 with truth*!®, In what discourse, then, after Allah and His 
revelations, will they believe ? 

7. (di . . . 4) Woe unto every liar“, sinner*t' ! 

8. (di... .) who hears the revelations of Allah rehearsed to 
him, and yet persisted*#® with stiff-neckedness as though he heard them not. 
Announce thou to him, then, an afflictive torment’. 

9. (om . . . 5») And when he comes to know aught of Our 
revelations, he takes it scoffingly. These ! theirs shall be an  ignominous 
torment??^, 

10. (ine . . . v) Before them is Hell. Naught will avail them of 
what they fave earned nor those whom they took for patrons besides Allah 
Theirs shall be a mighty torment. 

11. (e . . . V) This Book is a guidance; and those who disbelieve 
in the revelations of their Lord, theirs shall be a torment of afflictive calamity. 


SECTION 2 
12. (oos... 4) Allah it is Who has subjected the sea‘ to you 


that ships may run on it by His command, and that you may seek of His grace*?, 
and that haply you may return thanks. 


een, 


gm 


414. (O Prophet !). 

415. i. e., exactly, and with no possibility of error. 

416. (in regard to his beliefs). 

417. (in regard to his deeds). 

418. (in his infidelity). 

419. (in consonance with his stiff-neckedness and arrogance, O Prophet !). 
420. (in consonance with his ridiculing the Truth) 

421. (to His laws). 

422. i. e., may profit by maritime commerce. 
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13. (i55... ~~») And He has subjected**? to you whatsoever is in 
the heavens and whatsoever is on the earth, the whole from Himself***, Verily 
herein are signs‘ for a people who ponder. 

14. (5. $& . . . J) Say thou*?* to the faithful, let them forgive*?? 
those who hope not for the days of Allah**, that He may recompense*9* a 
community for what they have been working. 

15. (ope; .... c) Whosoever works righteously, works for himself*1^: 
and whosoever does evil, does against himself; then to your Lord you will be 
made to returns", 

16. (W... ads) And assuredly We vouchsafed to the Children of 
Isráil the Book and the wisdom and the prophethood**?, and We provided them 
with good things '*?, and preferred them above the worlds***. 

17. (o9. < etl) And We vouched to them the evidences*®® of 
the affairs. And they differed not except through spite among themselves*s’ 
after the knowledge had come to them***, Verily the Lord will decide between 
them on the Day of Judgement concerning what they have been differing in. 


423. (to His laws). 

424. There being no associate-god or sub-Deity whatsoever. 

425. (of His unique authority). 

426. (O Prophet ^), 

427. (and bear patiently with). 

428. ie, who have no faith in His law of requital and in His victories. 
Says Sale :—'Some are of opinion that this verse is abrogated by that of War.’ But 
the two verses are not at all in conflict, and hence there arises no question of 
abrogation. What the Muslims are asked to refrain from is the infliction of punish- 
ment as a measure of personal vengeance or retaliation : whereas Jihad or holy war is 
prescribed to exalt and glorif y God's religion, irrespective of personal like or dislike. (Th.) 
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Cf. the OT :—'To me belongeth vengeance, and recompense; their foot shall slide 
in due time ; for the day of their calamity is at hand, and the things that shall come 
upon them make haste.’ (Dt. 32: 35) 

429. (justly and equitably). 

430. i. e., for his own benefit. 

431. (O mankind }). 

432. (by raising many prophets among that nation), 

433. (ofthe world). 

434. See P. L nn. 198, 199, 

435. i e., evidences and arguments. 

436. i.e., of the true religion. 

437. (and not through any ambiguity or obscurity in the Divine messages). 

438. (by Revelation). 
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18. (ol. . . . ¢) And thereafter"? We have placed thee'*? upon the 
law of the religion*”; so follow it thou**?, and follow not the vain desires of those 
who do riot know, 


19. (m5... er!) Verily they cannot avail thee*** at all against 
Allah. And the wicked l friends are they one to another*#5, and Allah is the friend 
of the God-fearing. 


20. (053% . . .\œ) This Book is an enlightenment and a guidance to 
mankind, and a mercy to people who are convinced. 


21. (2452 .. . e Do those who commit ill-deeds'* imagine that 
We shall place them*? as those who believed and worked righteous works*!? ? 
Equal is their life and death! 1 How ill they judge | 


SECTION 3 


22. (bse... 33) Allah has created the heavens and the earth with 
purpose*®, and that every soul may be recompensed for what it has earned*5t, 
And they will not be wronged. 


439. i.e., after Israel have fallen from grace. 
440. ——an Ismailite——— 


441. =» ,# isnot only ‘a law or ordinance’ but also a religion, or way of 
belizf and practice in respect of religion. (LL.) 


442. (both in regard to practice and preaching), 


443. i.e. the ungodly pagans who urged onthe Prophet a return to the 
religion of his forefathers. 


444. (or anybody else), 
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445. Witness, for intance, to-day the Christian’s enthusiasm for Jewish 
Zionism. 

446. i. e., their acts of infidelity and impiety. 

447. (ia the Hereafter). 

448. Who, though in suffering here, are sure to receive their full reward. 

449. Denial of Resurrection amounts to this belief. 

450. (and this implies meting out to every one his due). 

451. (and a fulfilment of these ends of justice necessitates general 
Resurrection). « 
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23. (03$ X. ..«.9) Hast thou seen him who takes for his god? 

his own vain desire, and Allah has sent him astary despite his knowledge***, and 

~has sealed up his hearing and his heart*** and has set up a covering on his 
sight ? Who will guide him after Allah**5 ? Will you not then be admonished ? 

24. (0,3 . . 1965) And they*®* say: naught is there but the life of this 
world**", we die and we live**; and none kills us save Time!*?, And they have 
no true knowledge of it!*?, they only conjecture. 

25. (gab ... 1312) And when Our manifest revelations*®! are rehearsed 
to them, their argument is no other than that they say!*? : bring back our fathers‘! 
if you say sooth**, 

26. (5544... Js) Say thou*®: Allah keeps you alive*5, then He will 
cause you to die**' ; then He will assemble you on the Day of Resurrection, of 
which there is no doubt ; but most of mankind do not know. 


SECTION 4 
27. (Ostet... 45) Allah's is the dominion of the heavens and the 


earth; and on the Day when the Hour artives, the. followers of falsehood- shall 
lose, 


452. i. e., who follows the dictates of his own lust and lower self. 

453. (so that he has knowingly and deliberately chosen the path of error). 

454. (in consequence of his own contumacy). See P. E n. 47 ff. 

455. i.e, after God has withdrawn His grace and left him to wander 
perplexedly. 

456. i.e, the deniers of Resurrection, disbelievers in Final Judgment and 
consequently in man’s accountability to the Almighty for his deeds and misdeeds. 

457. i. e., no other life. ‘The South Arabians believed as little in a life after 
death as in spiritual blessings.’ (Hell, The Arab civilization, p. 7). 

458. (of ourselves; with no reference to a Creator). The Arab pagan, 
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carefree materialistic and indifferent to spiritual impulses, had little if any religion at 
all To him, it was the immediate present which was full of meaning and of real 
consequence. He cared little for the past and showed even less interest in the future. 
Undisturbed by any serious thought or care for the morrow, his life was one 
emotional orgy, like most of the modern Europeans. ‘The hedonistic Arabian 
character was too much absorbed in the immediate issues of life to devote much 

thought to the hereafter. In the words of an old bard ; 


We spin about and whirl our way through life. 
Then, rich and poor alike. at last seek rest 
Below the ground in hollow pits slate-covered ; 
And there we do abide.’ (Hitti, op. .cit., p. 102) 


459. Or ‘Fortune.’ »> is, literally, ‘Time from the. beginning of the world 
to its end . . . Hence because, in one sense, time brings to pass events, good and evil, 
pA was applied by the Arabs to Fortune, or fate; and they used to blame or 
revile it, (LL) ‘Time’ as an abstract deity was personified by the Arabs, and 
formed perhaps. a regular part of their pantheon. ‘Time in the abstract was 
popularly imagined to be the cause ofall earthly happiness and especially of all 
earthly misery ... The poets are continually alluding to the action of Time (dahr, 
Zaman), for which they often substitute ‘the days,’ or the nights.’ Time is represented 
as bringing misfortune, causing perpetual change, as biting, wearing down, shooting 
arrows that never miss the mark, hurling stones, and so forth. In such cases we 
are often obliged to render ‘time’ by ‘fate’ which is not quite correct, since time is 
here conceived as the determining factor, not as being itself determined by some 
other power, least of all by a conscious agent.’ (ERE. I. pp. 661, 662). ‘The people 
of Central Arabia, to judge from the poetical and other remains, were indifferent to 
religious ideas. The utmost they could attain to was a vague deism or belief in 
Fate” (EL I. p. 999). 

460. i. e., no real true, knowledge; no proof, either in reason or of fact, to 
support them ; their denial of Resurrection and Final Judgment is based on sheer 
ignorance and superstition, and not on any canons of reason; logic or knowledge. 
The idea of responsibility to his Creator is perhaps, next to Monotheism, the greatest 
gift that Islam has bestowed on a negligent and forgetful humanity. Its importance 
in the history of human beliefs and morals cannot be overrated. 

461. (affirming, inter alia, Resurrection), 

462. (to the believers), 

463. (back to life), 

464. As if any Muslim had ever asseited that he could raise the dead when 
and where he pleased ! 

465. (O Prophet !), 

466. (so long as He will), 

467. (when He will). 
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28. (oJ. ... tjs) And thou shalt beholdt? every community 
kneeling**? ; every community shall be summoned to its Book!?, This Day^* you 
' Shall be recompensed for what you had been working. 

29. (oJ. ... A) This Book of Ours speaks against you with truth*? ; 
verily We have been setting down’? whatsoever you had been working. 

30. (a... 4b) Then, as for those who believed and worked 
righteous deeds, their Lord will cause them to enter into His mercy; that is a 
manifest achievement. 

341. (mA... ul) And as for those who disbelieved!? : were not My 
revelations rehearsed to you ? but you were stiff-necked and you were a people 
guilty. f 

32. (osia... b) And when it was said!? : verily Allah's promises 
is true, and no doubt is there about the Hour, you said??: we do not know what 
the Hour is ; we do not imagine it but as a conjecture*??, and we have no faith 
therein*'?, 


468. (on that Day, O Prophet !). 

469. (with fear), 

470. (of record, for the purpose of reckoning). 
471. This shall be said. 

472. i.e., is an exact record of your doings. 
473. (through Our angels recording in this Book of records). 
474. To them it shall be said. 

475. (to you by men of God in the world). 
476. (of requital and final judgment). 

477. (in scornful rejection of the doctrine), 
478. i.e., only a matter of hearsay. 

479. (of its coming at all). 
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33. (Ody. . eds) And the evils4®° of what they had worked shall 
become apparent to them, and there will surround them that at which they had 
been mocking. 

34. c» .. . M») And it will be said: This Day We shall ignore 
you?! as you ignored the meeting of this Day; your abode will be the Fire, and 
none you will have as helpers. 


2o 


35. (og... ex) That is because you took the revelations of Allah 
in mockery, and there deluded you the life of this world. ‘Today therefore they 
will not be taken forth therefrom, and nor will they be allowed to please Allah*8?, 

36. (qld)... 4h) All praise, then, to Allah, the Lord of the heavens*??, 
and the Lord of the earth*®4, the Lord of the worlds. 


37. (de ... 4,) And His alone is the Majesty in the heavers and 
the earth, and He is the Mighty, the Wise*®°. 


480. (on that Day in their stark nakedness). 

481. i.e., ignore you deliberately and deprive you of Our mercy. 
482. See P. XIV. n. 291. 

483. i.e., their Creator and Preserver. 


484. i.e, its Creator and Preserver. Even so simple a truth as that the 
earth is a created being stood in need of special emphasis in view ofthe widely-spread 
worship of the :Mother-World.' The significant fact, says a distinguished archaeolo- 
gist. about the ancient Indus civilization is that *it was based on a religion precisely 
characteristic of present-day Hinduism. Numerous effigies of the great Mother- 
goddess have been found...That same devotion which Indians are now showing to 
Mother India they have for at least 5000 years shown to the Mother-World——the 
Mother Universe——-which has brought both Mother India and themselves into 
existence and sustained and inspired them through life. This Mother-World they 
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personified in the time of the ancient Indus civilization as the Mother-Goddess, and 

in more recent times as Kali.' 


485. This unqualified and unreserved assertion of God's sole sovereignty in 
Islam has been noted and admiringly commented upon by many a non-Muslim 
observer. Contrast with God’s absolute sovereignty and majesty the helplessness of 
man. From the very beginning the slave of hature and fighting for his own preser- 
vation, he finds himself still, after his creation of ‘culture’, ‘nations’, ‘states’ and 
‘sciences’, enslaved by his own creations. 
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PART XXVI 


Surat-ul- Ahqaf 


The Sandhills XLVI 
(Makkan, 4 Sections and 35 Verses) 
In the name of Allah, the Compassionate, the Merciful 
SECTION 1 

l. (44) Hà Mim 

2. (ge... os) The revelation of the Book is from Allah, the Mighty, 
the Wise!, 

3 (dye... 4) We created not the heavens and the earth and what 
is in-between save with a purpose? and for a term determined’. And those who 
disbelieve backslide from what they are warned of. 

4. (oa> ... §%) Say thou‘: think ! whatsoever you call upon besides 
Allah5— ——show me whatsoever they have created of the earth? Or, have they 
any share in the creation of the heavens*? Bring me a Book before this? or 
some trace of knowledge’, if you say sooth. : 

- i l a 

l. (and therefore its contents are worthy of being carefully pondered over), 

2. i.e., with serious purpose and just end. 

3. i. e., designed to last for a certain period of time, and not for ever. 

4. (to the infidels, O Prpohet !). 

5. (and thus assume that those objects are co-partners with God). 

6. i.e., in their creation. 

7. ie,have you any Scriptural authority, howsoever ancient, for the 
doctrine of polytheism ? 


8. ie,if no written Revelation is preserved, then produce any oral tradi- 
tions transmitted from any prophet or man of God to countenance your idolatry. 
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5. (24 ... 3) And who is more misguided than he who calls 
besides Allah such as will not answer him till the Day of Resurrection?, and who 
are even edet of their call!? ? 

6. (oa... '31,) And when mankind are gathered they will become 
: enemies unto them!?, and will become deniers of their worship. 

7. (ox... ha) And when Our manifest revelations are rehearsed to 
them, those who disbelieve say of the truth when it is come to them: this is 
magic manifest!?, 

8. (a J! ...e!) Do they say!^: he has fabricated itë? Say thou; 
if | have fabricated it, you cannot avail me against Allah in aught!*. He is the 
Knower of what you utter!’ respecting it!?. He suffices as witness!? between me 
and you and He is Forgiving, Merciful®°. 

9. (ae . . . Ji) Say thou: | am not an innovator among the 
messengers™ nor | know what would be done with me or with you??; | only 
follow what is revealed to me, and | am but a manifest warner. 


47 


E How 


9. (and on that Day they will disown their worshippers). 

10. (even now), 

11. i. e., the so-called gods. 

12. i. e., unto their worshippers, 

13- See P. VII. n. 164 

14. (ofthe Prophet). 

15. Is it that the pagans attribute something worse than sorcery——forgery 
——to the Prophet ? 

16. (while His wrath is sure to overtake^me for this piece of abominable 
forgery). 

17. (so glibly). 

18. i.e, respecting the Quran. 

19. (here and now). 
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20. (so that His wrath is not overtaking the blaspheming pagans in this 
world). 

21. (O Prophet !). 

22. (and my claim to prophethood is not a thing unheard-of). 

23. i.e, I lay no claim to omniscience at all; in fact I am not in my 
personal capacity sure of my own future. 

24. (in practice and in preaching), 
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10, (eti 2. . E). Say thou: think? ! if it is from Allah?® while you 
disbelieve in it, and?? a witness?! from the Children of Israil?® bears witness to 
the like thereof?? and believes?!, while you?? are sti// stiff-necked*8, then who is 
further astray than you?  Verily Allah does not guide a wicked peopte?*, 


SECTION 2 

11. (g5... J&;) And they who disbelieve?* say of those who 
believe?* : had it?? been good?? they**-^ would not have preceded us thereto. 
And when they have not let themselves be guided? by it, they say‘? : this is án 
ancient falsehood. 

12. (ub... 2) And prior to it there has been the Book of 
Müsá—-—a guidance’ and a mercy. And this is a Book confirming it in. Arabic 
speech, that it may warn those who have done wrong and as glad tidings to the 
well-doers. 

13. (55 .. allot) Verily those who say’? : our Lord is Allah, and then 
stand fast to it, no fear sha// come upon them, nor shall they grieve'?, 

14, (ajax... dst) Those are the inmates of the Garden, abiders 
therein“ : a recompense for what they have been working. 

25. (O Makkans!) 

26. (as is evident to every impartial, unbiassed truth-seeker). 

27. (furthermore). 

28. (learned and reliable), 

29. So well-known for their learning and knowledge of the Scriptures. 

30. i.e,tothe Book of Moses. 

31. (in the Divinity of that Book). 

32. (who ate steeped in paganism and ignorance). 

33. (and in your arrogance refuse to believe in the Book that is before you). 
34. (in consequence of their contumacy), 
35. (from among the arrogant and conceited pagans of Makka). 
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36. 


201 


(and whom the arrogant Quraish held in contempt). The first converts 


to Islam were mostly poor. 


37. 
38. 


39. 
40. 
41. 
42. 
43, 
44, 


i. e., the Holy Quran, or the religion of Islam. 


i. e., really revealed. 
38-A. 


i. e., the first converts to Islam who were mostly poor. 
(due to their arrogance and contumacy). 
(as if to save their face), 
Or ‘a pattern.’ 
(in all sincerity). 
(in the Hereafter). 
(for ever). 
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15. (eht. . bees ») And We have enjoined upon man kindress to the 
parents“®, with Kerdahip bears him his mother*®, and with hardship she brings. 
him forth*?, and the bearing of him*® and the weaning^ of him is thirty months®°, 
until, when he attains his full. strength and attains the age of forty years", he 
‘says : Lord ! grant me that | may give thanks for the favour which Thou hast done 
me and my parents and that | may work righteously such as Thou mayest 
approve. And be Thou good in my progeny,.verily | have turned to Thee. 
penitent ; verily | am of those who submit. 

16. (Ssaey% .. ds!) Those are they from whom We shall accept the 
best of what they have worked, and their misdeeds We shall pass by. They will 
. be among the inmates of the Garden*?*——-a true promise this, what they have 
been promised. 

17. (aV... sl) And he whos? says to his parents: fie upon you 
both ! do you threaten me that ! shall be taken forth®*, whereas generations have 
passed away before me5*, And the twain implore Allah's assistance** ; woe to 
thee ! come to believe, verily the promise of Allah?" is true. Yet he says:this is 
naught but the fables of the ancients®, 


45. See P. XV. nn. 65 ff. 

46. ‘Nature establishes in her body a pitiless dictatorship of the ripening 
foetus, concentrates all her forces for the protection of this tiny lump of new living 
matter, and mercilessly demands for tlie latter the most complete self-abnegation on 
the part of all the organs and tissues of the mother. Everything for the foetus, all 
for the “genius of the race", arid for the mother nothing but nausea, toothache, and 
physiological discomforts of every'kind.' (Nemilov. op. cit., p. 72) ‘In case of thé 
fertilization of her gamete by the male sex cell, woman is robbed of entire periods 
of her own individual life in which the biological processes are absorbed by the 
“physiological altruism,” * (p. 86). ‘Even during an “easy” pregnancy the woman 
never feels entirely well. At best an observing woman will discover many unexpected 
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ailings and symptoms of that complicated physiological process which is going on in 
her body tissues... ... All energy of maternal organism is directed to the creation of a 
favourable environmer for the growing embryo......Even more than during menstrua- 
tion, the organism of a pregnant woman is constantly on the borderline between the 
normal and the pathological. Here we find such functional irregularities which, if 
they occurred apart from pregnancy or in a man, would be considered absolutely 
pathological.’ (pp. 154-156) ‘Though a physiological state, pregnancy imposes à 
strain on the efficient working of every system of the body...... Apart from those who 
have some organic weakness and may break down as under the strain, there are dis- 
orders of function that may develop in thosé previously of sound physique.’ 
(EBr. XVI. p. 677) See also p. XXI n. 270 ff. 

47. «Inno other living creature is the birth of a new individual accompanied 
by so much suffering as in the human race.’ (Nemilov, op. cit., p. 164) :Birth-giving 
pains are the most unbearable and owing to the construction of woman's body, are 
absolutely unavoidable. Every woman who has permitted conception to take place 
has doomed herself to suffer after nine months an overwhelming physical disturbance 
from. which there is no way of escape. This is the inexorable biological decree. 
Every child-birth also carries with it a certain amount of hazard. Aside from the 
possibility of fatal hemorrhage which at times can neither be foreseen nor checked, 
the birth wounds, like any other wound, are liable to become infected and lead to 
fatal poisoning.’ (p. 169) 

48. (in the womb). 

49. i. e., the utmost period of weaning. 

50. (at the least). The minimum period of human gestation in six months, 
and the maximum period of suckling is 24 months.See also P. XXI. n. 272. 

51. i.e, the normal age of the maturity of intellectual faculties. 

52. (they shall be). 

53. (in his extreme ungodliness). 

54. (from my grave after I am dead). 

55. (and no such thing has ever happened? 

56. (and say to their son rebuking him) 

57. (regarding the Resurrection). 

58. See P. VII. n. 321. 
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18. (z> .. ts!) Those are they upon whom has been justified the 
saying*? about the communities of Jinn and mankind who have passed away 
before them; verily they are ever the losers. 

19. (yl... fs) And for all are ranks® according to what they have 
worked®, that He may repay them in full® for their work, and they shall not be 
wronged. 

20. (0,5 . . ey ») And on the Day when those who disbelieve shall 
be placed before the Fire: you®? made away with your good things in your life of 
the world, and you enjoyed yourselves therewith**, so To-day you shall be 
requited with torment of ignominy because you have been growing stiff-necked 
on the earth? without justification, and because you have been transgressing. 

SECTION 3 

21. (e... fib) And remember thou? the brother, of the *Ád*" when 
‘he warned his people in the sandhills?$-——-and surely there have passed away 
warners before him and after him**— —saying : worship none save Allah, verily I 
fear for you the chastisement of an awful Day. 


50. i. e., the sentence of destruction. 

60. (arranged with perfect precision). 

61. (of good or ill). 

62. (i. e., proportionate to the magnitude of their righteousness and 
ungodliness). 

63. Thus they will be addressed. 


64. (paying no heed to Our commands). See for an apposite parable in 
the NT. Lk. 16 : 19-25. 
65. (though;being a mere earthly creature). 
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66. (to thy people, O Prophet !), 
67. i.e., the Prophet Hid. See P. VIII. n. 523. 


68. Gli applies particularly to certain oblong tracts of sand in the 
tegion of Esh-shihr : to the country of ‘Aad. (LL). Ad-Dahna’ (the red sand), a 
surface of red sand, extends from the great Nufad in the north to al-Rab al-Khali in 
the south, describing a great arc to the south east and stretching a distance of over 
six hundred miles. Its western part is sometimes, distinguished as al-Ahqaf 
(dune land.) (Hitti, op. cit., p. 15). This “red land’ is a comparatively hard plain, 
covered at intervals with long and winding sand-belts.' (Inayatullah, op. cit., p. 16), 

69, Hüd was not the only warner preaching this doctrine of Unity. 
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22. (šal... 9€) They said: art thou come to us that thou mayest 
turn us aside from our gods? Then bring thou upon us that with which thou 
threatenest us, if thou art truthful. 

23. (044€... Jw) He Said: the knowledge” is only with Allah, and 1 
preach to you that wherewith | am sent?! but | see you are a people given to 
ignorance. 

24. ( lees WB) And when they saw it' as an overpeering cloud 
tending towards their valleys they said: that is an overpeering cloud bringing us 
rain. Nay”? ! it is what you sought to be hastened : a wind wherein is an afflictive 
torment, 

25. (ow wl. . ^x) it shall annihilate everything by the command of its 
Lord. Therefore?! they became such that nothing could be seen'*5 of them save 
their dwellings’. We thus requite a nation of the guilty. 

26. (ùj ... ads) And them We had assuredly established in that 
flourishing condition wherein We have not established you” and We had 
assigned for them hearing and sight and hearts”! ; yet their hearing and sight and 
hearts availed them not at all. They used to gainsay the revelations of Allah, 
.and then encompassed them what they had been mocking at. 


70. (of when it will come). 

71. i. e.. only this much I know that punishment is sure to visit you, but 
I cannot tell at what particular time it would come. 

72. i.e. the punishment.: 

73. Thus spoke their prophet Hid. 

74. (after the violent wind had done its fatal work). 

75. (of men and their possessions). 

76. (desolate and in ruin); 

77. (O Makkanst). 

78. i. e., We had endowed them with full and well-developed senses and 
reasoning faculties. 
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SECTION 4 

27 (Gey .. ads) And assuredly We have destroyed the cities round 
about you", and We have variously propounded Our signs*? that haply they 
might return?!, 

28. (55,34 ... Y) Then why succoured them not those whom they 
had taken for gods beside Allah, as means of approach??? Aye! they failed 
them. - And that? was their lie which they had been fabricating. l 

29. (4 5»... 3») And recall when We sent towards thee** a company 
of the Jinn® listening to the Ouránsts. So when they came in the presence 
thereof?" they said?! : give ears??. Then when it was ended, they returned back 
to their people as warners??. 

30. (p.e. 138) They said: O our people ; verily we have hearkened 
to a Book sent down after Musa, confirming what was before it, guiding to the 
truth and a straight path. 

31. (Qi... baz) O our people! answer Allah's summoner”, and 
believe in him; He shall forgive you your sins?? and shall shield you from an 
afflictive chastisement. 


79. (such as the settlements of the Thamüdites, Midianites, and the cities of 
Sodom and Gomorrah, O Makkans !). 


80. (unto them). 

81. (to Us). 

82. (and on whose help and support they had presumed). 

83. i.e, their doctrine of graded Godhead; their belief in a hierarchy of 
major and minor gods. 


84. (O Prophet), 
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85. It was at Nakhla on the Prophet's return journey from Taif to Makka 
in the early days of his ministry that he was visited, while reciting the Quran in 
his night prayer, by several genii. For ¿œ see P. VII, n. 644. 


86. (when thou wast reciting in the night prayer). 


87. i.e; when they approached the place where thou wast reciting tbe 
Quràn. r 


88. (to one another). 

89. (and lirien in silence). 

90. (and missionaries of Islam), 
91. i. e., His prophet. 


92. (not certain but all the sins.). 
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32. (cm . . . us) And whoso does not answer Allah's summoner, he 
cannot frustrate His vengeance on the earth, and there will be no patrons for 
him?*, beside Him. Those are in manifest error. 

33. (s45... gist) Bethink they* not that Allah Who created the 
heavens and the earth and was not fatigued with the creation thereof®, is able 
to quicken the dead ? Aye! verily He is Potent over everything. 

34. (os jG ... ex,) And on the Day when those who disbelieve will 
be placed before the. Fire : is®* this not real?" ? They will say: Yes ! by our Lord? | 
He will say : taste therefore the torment for you have been disbelieving. 

35. (oid)... #6) Bear thou then with patience”, as the messen- 
gers!^?, endued with resolution bear with patience!?! and seek not to hasten on? 
for them. On the Day when they will behold that with which they are threatened, 
it will seem to them?? as though they had tarried!?^* but for an hour of a day. 
A proclamation this; sot% none will be destroyed but the nation of transgressors. 


93. (inthe Hereafter to protect him). 

94. i.e., the Makkan pagans who rejected the doctrine of Resurrection. 

95. This is to emphaticaliy deny the idea of fatigue and weariness to God 
implied in the Bible. Cf. the OT :—‘And on the seventh day God ended his work 
which he had made; and he rested on the seventh day from all his work 
which he had made. And God blessed the seventh day and sanctified it; because 
that in it he had rested from all his work which God created and made. (Ge. 2 : 2, 3) 
*For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, and on the seventh day he rested, 
and was refreshed.' (Ex. 31 : 17) *For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the 
sea, and all that in them is, and rested the seventh day.' (Ex, 20: 11) And the NT :— 
‘And God did rest the seventh day from all his works.” (He.4:4) The idea of 
God needing rest at the end of Hiscreative activity, as if the Creator was also worn 
out with worrying toils and struggled under burdens too heavy for Him, is prepos- 
terous to the Muslim mind, but the fact is there that the Bible clearly inculcates so 


curious a doctrine. 


- 
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96. 
97. 


world). 
98. 


99. 


(Thus they will be asked): 


(of which reality you persistently denied while you were in the 


(it is terribly real), 
(the persecution and the insults,of the believers at the hands of the 


pagans, O Prophet !). 


100. 
101. 
102. 
103. 
104. 
105. 


(of old). 

(the injuries of their peoples). 

(Divine vengeance), 

(in extreme constraint and bewilderment), 
(in the world). -e 
(after this plain warning from God), 
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Sürah Muhammad 


Muhammad, XLVII 


(Madinian, 4 Sections and 38 Verses) 
In the name of Allah, the Compassionate, the Merciful. 


SECTION 1 


1. (eei... M!) Those who disbelieve and hinder others from the 
path of Allah——their works He shall send astray!?*, 

2. (dV... gl) And those who believe and work righteous deeds 
and believe in what has been revealed to Muhammad!?'—-——-and it is the truth 
from their Lord——their misdeeds!?* He shall expiate from them and shall make 
good their state109, 

8. (qi... 3) That is because those who disbelieve follow false- 
hood!!? and those who believe follow the truth from their Lord, And thus does 
Allah propound to the mankind their similitudes? 


106. i.e., deeds which seemed highly righteous in their own eyes will be found 
void of all merit in the Hereafter. 

107. ‘That most successful of all prophets and religious personalities.’ 
(EBr. XV. p. 898 11th Ed).. ‘The only man mentioned by history, who was at 
once legislator and poet, the founder of a religion and of an empire.’ (Gilman, The 
Saracens, p. 207) See also P. IV. n. 212, and n. 333 below. 

108. (and shall forgive them). 

109. (both in this world and the Next). 

110. (which inevitably leads to perdition). 

111. (which inevitably leads to peace and prosperity). 

112. i.e., their states and conditions by similitudes, 
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4. (eksl... 135) Now when you meet!!* those who disbelieve, smite 
their necks until when you have slain them greatly, then make fast the bonds! 
then!?^ thereafter!” let them off freely or by ransom# 8, until!!? the war lays off its 
burden??? That you shall do}. And had Allah"? willed, He would have 
vindicated Hímself against them!?* ; but /7e ordained fighting in order that He 
may test you one by the other!*4, And those who are slain in the cause of Allah, 
He shall not let their works go astray!?*. i 

5, (ee e. priser) Soon He will guide them??? and make good their 
$tate!??, 

6. (pp... p+ »,) And He will make them enter the Garden and will 
make it known to them!?5, 

7. (etait 2. ul. t) O you who believe! if you succour Allah!??, He 
will succour you? and make your feet firmi*1, 

8. (eeke! .. xA) And those who disbelieve!?t, theirs shall be the 
downfall!*3, and their work He will send astray!*, 

9. (edil... eis) That is because they detest what Allah has sent 
down, and so He will make their works of non-effect. 

10. (gr... eun Have they not journeyed on the earth so that they 
might see! how has been the end of those before them? Allah annihilated 
them ; and for the infidels!*, theirs shall be the like fate therefor. 

11. (ed .. 43) That is because Allah isthe Patron of those who 
believe, and the infidels ! no patron is theirs ! 


113. (in fight, O Muslims !), 

114. (so that they are entirely subdued and thoroughly crushed, and their 
power for mischief completely curbed), 

115. (on them) f. e., make them prisoners of war. 
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116. (according to the discretion. of your leader and exigencies of the 
situation). 

117. (after you have taken them prisoner). 

118. ie. liberate them out of kindness or ia return for ransom. C. is here 
synonymous with Ñ òps, and dë with Js 52,7 (WGAL. IL p. 73). 

119. i. e., this injunction holds good until— 

120. (and terminates). 

121. Js is here synonymous with sis 1 et 

122. (in consonance with His universal Scheme). 

123. (without your participation in the struggle at ali). 

124. i. e., in order that He may test the believers by the amount of their 
willing sacrifices and the infidels by the lengths to which they would go in rebellion. 

125. (and shall not let their service and sacrifices go in vain). 

126. (to the goal of Eternal happiness and bliss), 

127. (at the hour of their death, in Burzakhish life and on the Day of 
judgement). 

128. (so that they will know the places assigned to them beforehand). This 
knowledge will come either intuitively or through the attending angels. 

129. (by fighting for His religion), 

130. (against your enemy). 

131. As was demonstrated at the battle of Badr and later on many other 
occasions. ‘The army of the Faithful was borne forward by an enthusiasm which the 
half-hearted warriors opposite were unable to withstand.’ (Muir, op. cit., pp. 225-26). 
*The first companions of Mahomet advanced to battle with a fearless confidence ; there 
is no danger where there is no chance ; they were ordained to perish in their beds ; or 
they were safe and invulnerable amidst the darts of the enemy. (GRE. V. p. 361) 
‘A new spirit was now infused into the Arabian armies; and the implicit obedience 
which the troops of the Prophet paid to his commands, rendered their discipline as 
superior to that of the imperial forces, as their tactics and their arms were inferior.’ 
(Finlay, Greece under the Romans (p. 450). 

132. (and array themselves against the ordinances of God), 

133. (in this world also), 

134. (in the Hereafter) i. e., render them void of merit. 

135. (by observing the ruins of powerful ancient infidels), 

136. (ofthe present-day). 
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SECTION 2 

12. (e... aot) Verily Allah will cause those who believe and work 
righteous deeds to enter the Garden whereunder rivers flow. And those who 
disbelieve enjoy themselves??? and eat even as the cattle eat!*®, and the Fire shall 
be the abode for them. 

13. (e... 2») And many a city, mightier in strength than the city 
which drove thee forth1?? I——MWe destroyed, and there was no helper of theirs!4o, 

14. (ppt... adl) Is he then who stands on an evidence from his Lord 
like him whose evil of work is bedecked to him“, and those who follow their 
lusts??? ? 

15. (a Aal.. J) A likeness of the Garden which has been promised 
to the God-fearing /s this, therein are rivers of water incorruptible, rivers of milk 
of unchangeable flavour’, rivers of wine, a joy to the drinkers!** ; and rivers of 
honey clarified!**; therein theirs shall be every manner of fruit, and forgiveness 
from their Lord. Shall persons enjoying such bliss be like those who are abiders 
in the Fire, and are given to drink boiling water so that it mangles their 
entrails!46 ? 


137. (in this world exclusively). 

138. (heedless of the future). 

‘139. (O Prophet!) i. e., the city-state of Makka. 

140. This conveyed to the idolatrous Makkans clear prediction of their uiter 
rout and annihilation. 

141. (by the devil). 

142. i.e., is the final end of the godly ones to be ever similar to that of the 
ungodly ones ? 

143. Quite unlike the earthly milk. 

144. (and free of all intoxicating and injurious proportions). 

145. i. e., free of all foreign substances. 

146. Which punishment is suggestive of the unspeakable agony of the 


damned ones. 
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16. (oe sel. . epos) Of them” are some who listen to thee!f*, until, when 
they go forth from before thee, they say!? to those who are vouchsafed 
knowledge!5?: what is that he said just now? Those are they whose hearts 
Allah has sealed up, and they follow their lusts. 

17. (e x... gdi) And those?! who are guided, He adds their 
guidance!*?, and gives them protection against eviP*3. 

18. (AS. . ... Jẹ) Do they only await! the Hour, that it should come 
upon them of a Ai Portents thereof!** are already come, so how will it 
be with them when there comes to them their admonition ? 

19. CRT "M eed) So know thou!?? that there is no God save Allah, 
and ask forgiveness for thy fault!^9 and for faithful men and women. And Allah 
knows well your moving about and your place of resti9?, 


147. ‘Them’ refers to the hypocrites. 

148. (to all appearance, but really pay no heed to them, O Prophet !), 
149. (out of mischief). 

150. i. e., to the learned companions of the Prophet. 

151. (of their own race and people) i. e., the true believers. 

152. (by each fresh Revelation). 

153. i. e., helps them to practise piety or giveth them its recompense. 
154. i.e, the hypocrites. 

155. (when repentance will be futile), 

156. (Suchas the very advent of the Final Prophet). 

157. (and remain perfectly sure of it). 

158. (and thus setting an example to thy followers). See P. XXIV. n. 223. 
159. (O mankind!) So that nothing is ever hidden from Him. 
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SECTION 3 


20. (Qd ...9J54») And those who believe say!9?: why has a Surah not 
been revealed? Then when there is revealed a Surah firmly-constructed?™ and 
fighting is prescribed therein, thou seest those in whose heart is a disease*® 
looking at thee with a look of one who is fainting unto death!*?: so alas for 
them!**] 

21. (ed ... lb) The hypocrites obedience and speech are known!®, 
Then when the affair is resolved#®*, if even then they gave credence to Allah?®, it 
would have been better for them. 

22. (See) ... M) Then if you turn away!**, you are likely to cause 
corruption on the earth and to sever your kinship}, 

23. (ital. . ets!) Those are they whom Allah has cursed??? and then 
has deafened them and blinded their sights. 

24, (lu ... X) Do they not ponder the Quran’, or are there locks 
upon their hearts!?? ? 

25. (qw... ol ot) Verily those who have apostated on their backs after 
the guidance had become manifest to them, Satan has embellished this apostasy 
to them, and has given them false hopes. 

26. (anl. . 45) That is because? they! said! to those who 
abhor!?® what Allah has revealed??? ; we shall obey you in part of the affair"; 
and Allah knows their talking in secret!??, 

27. (p... Si) How then shall it be, when the angels shall take 
them away at death, smiting their faces and their backs ! 


160. (in their eagerness to receive fresh Revelations), 

161. See P. III. n. 231. 

162. (of hypocrisy). 

163. (owing to their extreme fright at the prospect of the hollowness of their 
pretensions being exposed). 
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164. Pitiable will be their plight. 

165. God and His messenger will know the magnitude of the hypocrites' 
pretensions. 

166. i.e., when after the ordinance of the holy war, preparations for actual 
fighting have already started. 

167. i.e.,ifthey gave proof of their loyalty to God and His messenger. 

168. (from observing such a salutary ordinance as Jihad, O coward and 
timorous people !). 

169. The meaning is : if the evil is not stifled, it is sure to spread all over the 
world and prevalence of violence is sure to respect no ties of blood. 

170. (by depriving them of His special mercy), 

171. (whose teachings are so clear), 

172. (sothatthey have become impervious to every argument and evidence). 

173. i. e., this catastrophe of apostacy has befallen them because—— 

174. i.e., the hypocrites. 

175. (in confidence), 

176. (out of envy). 

177. The reference is to the leaders of Israel in Hejaz——the arch-enemies of 
Islam. 

178. i. e., We shall follow you in part of what you desire of us, by staying at 
home and by not' joining the believers in their wars, and by secretly combining 
against them. 

179. (so their plots shall not succeed). 
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28. (qe ... eb) That is!? because they followed what incensed 
Allah and abhorred His good-will'?!. So He made their works of non-effect. 


SECTION 4 


29. (eget ... e!) Do then in whose hearts is a disease!*? imagine that 
Allah28 will never bring to light their rancour ? 

30. (e ..Vi Js) And if We willed, We would surely show them to 
thee!?4, so that thou shouldst know them by their marks. And thou shalt surely 
know them!55 by the mode af their speech!3. And Allah knows your worksl*, 

(Sule). . pol) And of a surety We shall put you to the proof till 
We know the valiant among you and the steadfast, and We shall know 
your different statesis?. 

32. ( eel .. ull o!) Verily those who have disbelieved and have 
hindered others from the path of Allah and have opposed the messengers after the 
guidance has become manifest to them!” shall not hurt Allah at all, and soon 
He shall make their works fruitless. 

33. (Sel . oll gly O you who believe! obey Allah and obey the 
messenger, and do not render your works vain!?!, 


180. i. e., they shall suffer this because—— 

181. i.e., acts leading to His pleasure. 

182. (of hyprocrisy). 

183. (the Omniscient). 

184. (O Prophet !). 

185. (even now when We have not disclosed to thee their identity). 


186. |b is ‘The meaning of speech ; its intended sense or import ; its intent; 
and indication thereof whereby the person addressed is made to understand one’s 
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intent;...an oblique, or ambiguous, mode of speech; an inclining of speech to 
obliqueness, or ambiguity, and equivocal allusion.' (LL). 

187. (O believers and hypocrites !), 

188. (in the fighting). 

189. (other than those of Jihad). 

190. (through arguments and evidences), 

191. (by infringing the ordinances of either), 
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34. (e... u3 ol) Verily those who disbelieve and hinder others from 
the path of Allah and die as infidels ; Allah shall by no means forgive them. 


35. (Ske! ... X) So do not faint!*?, nor cry out for peace; and you 
shall be triumphant. And Allah is with you, and He will not defraud you of 
your works. 


36. (Cla... lel) The life of this world!?? is but a sport and a pastime. 
And if you believe and shun evils’, He will give you your wage!** and will not 
require of you your substancel?6, 


(Eta... ol) If He required it of you"? and importuned you'?*, 
you!*?? would be niggardly, and He will bring to light your secret malevolence. 


38. (Sit. 5 e» Look here | you are those who are called to expend?9* 
in the cause of Alae; then of you there are some who are niggardly. And 
whosoever is niggardly?? is only niggardly to his soul’, Allah is Self-sufficlent?™, 
and you are the needy?™. And if you turn away?%, He will substitute for you 
another people®°’, and then they will not be your likes???, 


192. (O Muslims !). 

193. Which is the sole end sought after by the infidels, 
194. (O mankind!). 

195. (from His own presence). 

196. (for His benefit). 

197. (for your own benefit). 

198. (for the whole of it). 

199. i.e., most of the mankind. 

200. (a part of your substance). 

201. (for your own benefit). 
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202. (on such occasions). 
203. i.e., he deprives himself of His grace. 
204. i.e., free of all wants. 


205. God is the real owner of everything ; man is only dispenser, who will 
have to render account of every gift. Wealth is but a trust and a test. 


206. (and are lukewarm in the propagation of the true faith). 
207. (to work out His Design). 
208. (in timidity and want of faith). 
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Surat-ul-Fath 


The Victory. XLVIII 
(Madinian, 4 Sections and 29 Verses) 
In the name of Allah, the Compassionate, the Merciful. 
SECTION 1 

1. (tee ... UY) Verily We! a victory"? We have given thee*!", a mani- 
fest victory”*}, 

2. (eX .. Ai) that He may forgive thee of thy sins, pasti? and 
future??, and may accomplish the more His favour?! on thee?!5, and may keep 
thee guided on the straight path?'* ; 

3. (ye .. 2,27) and that Allah may succour thee with a mighty 
succour’, 

4. AS... sà) He itis Who has sent down tranquillity?! into the 
hearts of the believers?!? that they might increase belie? to their belief??, And 
Allah's are the hosts of the heavens and the earth??!, and Allah is ever Knowing, 


Wise???, 


209. (moral as well as political) 

210. (O Prophet !) 

211. The reference is to the truce of Hudaibiya, ‘which, though at the time 
it seemed a set-back to the Muslims, proved in fact the greatest victory for. Al-Islam. 
In the sixth year of the Hijra, the Prophet set out with some 1400 Muslims from Al- 
Madinah and the country round, in the garb of piligrims, not for war but to visit the 
Ka'bah. When they drew near to Mecca, they were warned that Qureysh had 
gathered their allies against them, and that their cavalry under Khalid ibn Al-Walid 
was on the road before them. Making a detour through gullies of the hills, they 
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escaped the cavalry and coming into the valley of Mecca, encamped at Al-Hudeybiyeh 
below thecity. The Prophet resolutely refused to give battle and persisted in attempts 
to parley with Qureysh who had sworn not to let him reach the Ka‘bah...Qureysh 
at length agreed to a truce of which the terms were favourable to them. The Prophet 
and his multitude were to give up the project of visiting the sanctuary for that year, 
but were to make the piligrimage the following year when the idolaters undertook to 
evacuate Mecca for three days to allow them to do so.  Fugitives from Qureysh to 
the Muslims were to be returned, but not fugitives from the Muslims to Qureysh ; and 
there was not to be hostility between the parties for ten years'(Pickthall). The people, 
led by vision to anticipate an unopposed visit to the Ka:ba, were crestfallen at the 
abortive result of their long journey. But, in truth, a great step had been gained 
by Mohammad. His political status, as an equal and independent Power, was 
acknowledged by the treaty: ‘the ten years’ truce would afford opportunity and 
time for the new religion to expand, and to force its claims upon the conviction of 
Koreish ; while conquest, material as well spiritual, might be pursued on every other 
side...Above all it was a great and manifest success that free permission was. 
conceded to visit Mecca in the followiag year, and for three days to occupy the city 
undisturbed.’ (Muir* op. cit., p. 360). This was for the first time that the Muslims 
were treated on equal terms by the Makkans, and the treaty practically ended the 
Makkan wars. 

212. For 5 faults as distinct from sin, see P. XXIV n. 223. 

213. See P. XXIV. n. 223. ‘The privilege of unconditional pardon for his 
sins refers to mistakes which he might have committed or would commit in future, 
and not to intentional omission of duties imposed on all the Faithful...Erring is 
human, and none is above error except God. But the mistakes of the Prophet were 
always, and immediately, corrected by Divine Revelation : and this is the difference 
between the Prophets and other mortals.’ (ASB. I. p. 47) 

214. (which is already great). 

215. (by affording thee still greater opportunities of serving thereligion of 
God). 

216. (untrammelled by the wiles of infidels). 

217. (by making thee powerful and thy cause triumphant). 

218. i.e, Divine calm overshadowing the heart. 

219. (when it was natural for. them to be discontented and agitated at the 
apparent inequality of the peace terms). 

220. (by seeing their faith justified and fulfiled), 

221. (so why be afraid of the pagan hosts ?), 

222. (so He prescribes war only when it becomes beneficial). 
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5. (e... J3) He has prescribed war in order that He may admit 
the believing men??? and women into Gardens, whereunder rivers flow es 
abiders therein, and that He may expiate from them their misdeeds?*4. And 
that??ë is with Allah ever a mighty achievement. 


6. (i... dey) and that? He may chastise the hypocritical men 
and women and the polytheist men and women, and the thinkers of evil thought 
concerning Allah. To them sha/l befall the evil turn of fortune???, and Allah shall 
be indignant with them??*, and shall curse them???, and He has prepared for them 
Hell, an ilf-destination I 


7. (US... 45) And Allah's are the legions of the heavens and the 
earth. And Allah is ever Mighty??e, Wise??!, 


8. (u5» .. . V) Verily Wel We have sent thee as a witness??? and a 
bearer of glad tidings®** and a warner?**, 


9. (95.3..!,243) that you people?*5 may believe in Allah and His mes- 
senger, and may assist Him*** and honour Him, and may hallow Him morning 
and evening. 


223. (by their observing the ordinances of war). 

224. (by the preponderance of good over evil). 

225. i.e., tne expiation of sins). 

226. (He has deprived the infidels of the tranquillity of mind in order——), 
227. (in this world). 

228. (in the Hereafter), 

229. i.e., shall deprive of His grace and mercy. 


www.besturdubooks.wordpress.com 


XLVIII. | Sürat-ul-Fath 225 


230. i.e., Able to inflict destruction on them without human intervention. 
231. i. e., using human agency in His wisdom. 

232. (against mankind on the Day of the Judgement), 

233. (unto the righteous believers). 

234. (unto the ungodly sinners), 

235. (O mankind !). 

236. i.e., His religion. 
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10. (khe... x3 9) Verily those who swear fealty to thee??? indeed swear 
fealty to Allah?3? ; the hand of Allah is over their hands?*?, So whosoever breaks 
his oath breaks it only to his soul's hurt; and whosoever fulfils his covenant with 
Allah?*?, him He shall soon give a great wage. 

SECTION 2 

11. (l> .. Ja) Those of the desert Arabs?!! who lagged behind?#? will 
presently say?*? to thee: our properties and our families?*® kept us occupied?*s, 
so ask thou forgiveness for us**'. They say with their tongues what is not in their 
hearts?48, Say thou: who can avail you in aught against Allah, if He intended 
you hurt or intended you benefit? ? Yea! Allah is ever Aware of what you 
do**°, 


12. (by . . . J) Yea! you imagined?*! that the messenger and the 
believers would never return to their families?5?, and that??? became bedecked in 
your hearts?*!, and you bethought an evil thought??, and you became a people 
doomed?*$, 

13. (le... 0 And whosoever does not believe in Allah and His 
messenger——then verily We have prepared a Blaze for the infidels. 


BEENDEN MM MEM. ii Ln nn c 


237. (that they would hold together and fight to death). 

238. i.e., it was the hand of God Himself, not the hand of His apostle merely, 
which then was struck. He beheld them from above, and was witness to the solem- 
nity of their giving their faith to His apostle. The holy Prophet was the vicegerent 
of God, par excellence. *Without a standing army, without a bodyguard, without a 
palace, without a fixed revenue, if ever any man had the right to say that he ruled by 
a right Divine, it was Mohammad ; for he had all the power without its instruments 
and without its supports.’ (Bosworth Smith, op. cit., p. 341). 

239. The believers, according to the Arab custom, placed hand on hand 
when solemnly affirming fidelity. 

240. (by giving his word to His prophet). 
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241. (because of their want of firmness in the faith). 

242. (during this holy journey which turned out to be Hudaibiya expedition), 

243. —- now that thou hast triumphantly returned to Madina——. 

244. (O Prophet !), 

245. (and not any deliberate revolt on our part). 

246. (so that we could not accompany thee), 

247. (for this apparent dereliction of duty), 

248. i.e., they are affecting regret and remorse, with only lukewarm belief in 
the Prophet’s mission. 

249. (in your possessions and families) i. e,, He is the absolute Author of your 
fates, so why be remiss in your duty towards Him, putting as an excuse the fear of 
loss to life and property ? (TH). 

250. (and He has apprised His prophet of your real and secret motives). 

251. (prompted as you were by your wavering faith). 

252. (and would be overpowered and annihilated by the Makkan pagans). 

253. i. e., the thought of the Muslims being wiped out. 

254. i.e. the thought corresponded with your desire. 

255. See n. 251 above. 

256. (to perdition on account of your malice towards the Prophet and Islam). 
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14. (k>... 9») And Allah's is the dominion of the heavens and the 
earth. He forgives whomsoever He will??, and chastise whomsoever He will? ; 
and Allah is ever Forgiving, Merciful?**. 

15. (35,..J,&.) Those who lagged behind will**? when you?! march 
forth to take the spoils?*? presently say?®: leave us, we shall follow you. They 
were to change the word of Allah?9*. Say thou: you shall by no means follow 
us*®5 ; thus has Allah said?** before, Then they will say** : Aye | you envy us?®, 
Aye! iittle it is you are wont to understand??, 

16. (t . . . ,p) Say thou to those of the desert Arabs who lagged 
behind : surely you shall be summoned?” to fight against a people endued with 
exceeding violence?'1, then you will fight them or they will surrender??, Then if 
you obey*’3, Allah will give you a goodly wage?*; but if you turn away, as you 
turned away before?'5, He will chastise you with an afflictive chastisement. 


257. (and He has willed forgiveness for the believers). 

258. (and He has willed torment for the infidels). 

259. So He shall forgive also the infidels provided they turn back and repent. 

260. i. e., in a few weeks’ time. 

261. (O Muslims !). 

262. (in the expedition of Khaiber). The Prophet soon after his return from 
Hudaibiya was to proceed against the Jews of Khaiber, and he was to take with him 
only those who had accompanied him to Hudaibiya. 

263. (out of their fondness for booty). 

264. i.e. the Divine decree to the effect that none should accompany the 
Prophet except those who had been with him in the expedition to Hudaibiya. 

265. (in the Khaiber expedition). As the penalty for malingering, the 
Bedouins were forbidden to join, or partake in the booty of any excursion for som« 
time——-a penalty so hateful to them. 
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266. (and ordained on us) ‘Many of the citizens and the Bedouin who | 
had neglected the former summons, would gladly now have joined the tempting . 
expedition ; but, according to the divine injunction, they were not permitted, and 
their mortification was great at being left behind. (Muir. op. cit., p. 374). 

267. (to the believers). 

268. (share of booty). 

269. ‘The desert Arabs loved fighting and plunder, and understood such 
motives for war. The higher motives seemed to be beyond them. Like ignorant men 
they attributed petty motives of jealousy if they were kept out of the vulgar circle of 
fighting for plunder’? (AYA). - 

270. (to fight, after some little time when you will have learnt the lessons of 
discipline and self-sacrifice, and when your brave words will be tested). 

271. The reference is to formidable and will-equipped Petsian and Byzantine 
armies. 

272. (to Islam in the meantime). 

273. (atthat time, and respond to the call to arms). 

274. (in the Hereafter). 

275. i e.as at the time of the Hudaibiya expedition. 
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17. (M ... No blame there is upon the blind and no blame upon 
the lame and no blame upon the sick?*, And whosoever obeys Allah and his 
messenger he will admit him into Garden whereunder rivers flow ; and whosoever 
turns away, him He shall torment with an afflictive torment. 

SECTION 3 

18. (4.5 ... ad) Assuredly well-pleased was Allah with the faithful??? 
when they swore fealty to thee??? under the tree???, and He knew what was in 
their hearts?®° ; so He sent down on them tranquillity?*!, and rewarded them with 
a victory near at hand?#?, 

19. AS... gil s) and abundant spoils that they are taking***, And 
Allah is ever Mighty?#, Wise?55, 

20. (ka... Sues) Allah has promised you abundant spoils** that you 
shall take?*", and these?*? He has hastened to you?*? and has restrained the hands 
of the people from you**?, that it may be a sign to the believers??1, and that He 
may guida you to??? a straight path. 

21. 04... pty) And another victory?’ He promised, over which as 
yet you have no.power; Allah has surely encompassed it?*!, and Allah is ever 
Potent over everything. 

22. (l9 . . . jJ») And? had those who disbelieve? fought against 
you?*?, surely they would have turned their backs and then they would have 


found no patron nor helper?*5, 


276. (ifsuch persons do not go forth to the war). 

271. (who had accompanied the Prophet to Hudaibiya). 

278. The Prophet had despatched ‘Uthman as an envoy to the Quraish. 
‘Some considerable delay having occurred, a report gained currency that he had been 
murdered at Mecca. Anxiety and alarm overspread the camp. Mohammed himself 
began to suspect treachery; taking his stand under the thick Shade of an acacia tree, 
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and surrounded by the whole body of the piligrims, he required a pledge from them 
of faithful service, and that they would stand by ‘Othman to the death...Their fears 
were suddenly relieved by the reappearance of ‘Othman. But the Pledge of the Tree 
is a scene to which the Prophet ever after loved to revert ; for here the strong feelings 
of devotion and sympathy between him and his followers had found fitting and 
ardent expression. Their martial spirit and religious fervour had been excited to the 
highest pitch ; and they were prepared at once to rush upon the enemy with resistless 
onset. (Muir, op. cit., p. 358) 

279. (under which the holyProphet sat when he took an oath from them to 
be faithful to him unto death). ‘According to Sprenger, the tree having been men- 
tioned in the Koran, Omar had it cut down, lest it should become an object of 
worship. (Muir, opi cit., p. 361). 

280. (of devotion and sincerity). 

281. Which made them firm and resolute. 

282. (at Khaiber) ‘The victory was decisive, for the Jews lost 93 men; 
while of the Muslims, only 19 were killed throughout the whole campaign. (Muir, 
op. cit., p. 376) 

283. ‘The plunder of Khaiber was rich beyond experience. Besides vast 
stores of dates, oil, honey and barley, flocks of sheep and herds of camels, the spoil in 
treasure and jewels was very large.” (Muir, op. cit., p. 380) ʻA large and permanent 
reward was thus secured for all who had given proof of their faith and loyalty by 
accompanying Mohammed to Al-Hudaibiya, and the promise made on that expedition 
thus amply redeemed.’ (ib) The loss of so enormous a booty must have particularly 
aggravated the chagrin of the Bedouin. 

284. i.e., Able to reward anyone and everyone. 

285. i.e., Rewarding only in accordance with His infinite Wisdom. 

286. (elsewhere, O Muslims !) 

287. (in the course of time). 

288. i.e., the spoils of Khaibar. 

289. (by way of earnest). 

290. The Jews could offer but feeble resistance. ‘The rapidity of the approach 
cut off all hope of timely aid from the Bani-Ghatafan. The rich vale of Khaiber. 
was studded with villages and fortresses rudely built...One by one, before any oppo- 
sition could be organised, these forts were attacked and carried...From the villages 
first attacked, which were gained with little loss, Mohammed proceeded to the strong 
fortress of Al-Kamus...The citadel of Al-Kamus surrendered, on condition that the 
inhabitants were free to leave the country, but that they should give up all their pro- 
perty to the conqueror... After the victory of Al-Kamus the only remaining strongholds, 
Al-Watib and Sulalim, were invested, and seeing no prospect of relief, capitulated... 
Fedak, a Jewish town, not far from Khaibar, profited by the example, and, having 
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tendered a timely submission, was admitted on the same terms. (Muir, op. cit., 
p. 374-376, 380). 

291. (comfirming their faith still more in the promises of God). 

292. —-—with such happenings serving as signposts—— 

293, (of yet greater significance). The, reference is to the conquest of 
Makka, “Two years later, towards the end of January 630 (A.H. 8), the conquest of 
Makka was complete. Entering its great sanctuary, Mohammad smashed the many 
idols, said to have numbered three hundred and sixty, exclaimin, : “Truth hath 
come, and falsehood hath vanished !" The people themselves, however, were treated 
with special magnanimity. Hardly a triumphal entry in ancient annals is comparable 
to this.” (Hitti. op. cit., p. 118) 

294. (in His power ; letting it to you at its proper time). 

295. ——to revert to the Hudaibiya episode—— 

296. i. e., the Makkan pagans. 

297. i. e., offered you a battle instead of making truce with you. 

298. i. e., the infidels were sure to have met with a crushing and ignominious 
defeat 


www.besturdubooks.wordpress.com 


XLVII = Strat-ul-Fath 


exa =. 


po Ken Ar c 997 90 So 7 % 2^ 


evel GE 3355 o Gus ail XE Uus ^ 
Qu) $b @ Uter 35S OS at OBS ee LESSE È vido sks 
ATP Vb EIA Jail uisi udt 
[or CETERI OE 


ju 3 e Uf "m M Cena SERERA eB às 
4235 3 BU aol 07 C aatis z LI QAI Ix gu 


fas 7 


23. (wai... abi.) That has been**? the dispensation of Allah with 
those who passed away before; and thou shalt not find any change?" in the 
dispensation of Allaht?1, 

24. (la... silas} And He it is Who restrained their hands from you 
and restrained your hands from them???, in the vale of Makka?'? after He had made 
you victorious over them, and Allah is ever a Beholder of what you do. 

25. Q.. „ad a) They were those who disbelieved and debarred you 
from the Sacred Mosque*™, and prevented the detained offering®™, that it should 
arrive at its goal®°*. And had it not been for the believing men and women you 
know not and that you might have trampled on them and thus might have 
been guilty on their account unwittingly’. This He did? that He might abide 
with His mercy whomsoever He will???, Had they*? been distinguished one from 
another?!2, surely We had chastised those who disbelieved among them with a 
painful chastisement?!?, 


299. i.e., the vanquishing of the opponents of the prophets at the hands of 
the believers. 

300. (O reader !). i 

301. (that His will and decree could be successfully opposed by any of His 


creatures). 
302. (during the course of events at Hudaibiya, so that both sides refrained 
from bloodshed). 


303. i.e., at Hudaibiya; a place so close to Makka. ‘The name Makka, 
the Macoraba of Ptolemy, comes from Sabaean Makuraba, meaning sanctuary, which 
indicates that it owes its foundation to some religious association long before 
Muhammed was born.’ (Hitti. op. cit., p. 103). See also P. IV. n. 19. 

304. The intent of the holy Prophet in his projected visit to Makka was 
entirely peaceful——to circumambulate the Ka‘ba and to offer a sacrifice in Mina. 
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305. i.e. the animals for sacrifice that the Muslims, in accord with their well- 
established practice, had brought with them from Madina. 

306. i.e., at Mina. 

307. i.e., the believers, unknown to you, were intermingled with the pagan 
population in Makka at the time. 

308. i. e., the Madina Muslims would thys have been unconsciously guilty of 
sheddding Muslim blood, : 

309, It was with a view to prevent the Madina Muslims from shedding 
Muslim blood, unconsciously though, that God held back the Prophet from attacking 
Makka at the time. 

310. So that He preserved the lives of the Makkan Muslims and the virtue of 
the Madina Muslims. 

311. i. e., the population of Makka. 

312. i. e., the believers from the infidels. 

313. i. e., in that case We would have caused the destruction of the pagans 
by the Muslim hands. 
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26. (ke... 5) When?! those who dishelieve?!? had put in their hearts 
a zeal, the goal of paganism*? then Allah sent down a tranquillity upon His 
messenger and the faithfuf?" and kept them fixed on the way of piety?!5, and 
they?1? were worthy of it??? and meet for it?; and Allah is ever the Knower of 
everything. 

SECTION 4 

27. (Lš... 4X) Assuredly did Allah show a true vision to His 
messenger??? in very truth??? ; Allah willing, you shall surely enter the Sacred 
Mosque??!, secure, with your head shaven and your hair cropped?*5, and you 
shall have no fear. He??* knows what you do not know??, So He has annee 
besides that, a victory nigh*?8. 

28. (lays . . wall») He it is Who has sent his messenger??? with P 
and true faith that He may make it prevail??? over all faiths??!, and Allah suffices 
as Witness?*t, 


314. (at the time of drafting the treaty at Hudaibiya) 

315. i.e., the representatives of the Quraish. 

316. (by their objecting to the words ‘The Compassionate’, and ‘the apostle 
of God', and over which it was quite natural for the Muslims to be excited and 
infuriated). *Koreish deputed Suheil and other representatives, with power to con- 
clude a treaty of peace...At last the terms were settled... Mohammed summoned Ali 
to write from his dictation. And thus he began, “In the name of God, most Gracious 
and Merciful.” “Stop”, said Suheil. “As for God, we know Him; but this new 
name, we know it not. Say as we have always said, In Thy name, O God!” 
Mohammed yielded. ‘Write’ he said, “In Thy name, O God! These are the con- 
ditions of peace between Mohammed the Prophet of God and——.”” “Stop again!" - 
interposed Suheil, “If thou wert what thou sayest, I had not taken up arms against 
thee. Write, asthe custom is, thine own name, and thy father’s name." «Write, 
then," continued Mchammed calmly, “between Mohammed son of ‘Abdullah, and 
Suheil son of Amer" Muir, op. cit., p. 359), This haughty spirit of Paganism aali i 
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refers to *the tribal pride and the endless tribal feuds, the cult of revenge, the impla- 
cability and all the other pagan characterstics which Islam was destined to overcome.’ 
(Goldzihers Muhdmmadanische Studien Y, p. 225). For ilai see P. IV. n. 264. 

317. i. e., God specially appeased and calmed the believers when they were 
on the point of breaking off the negotiations and falling on the pagans. 

318. Which consisted, on this occasion. in’implicit obedience to the Prophet’s 
dictation, however great the provocation might be. 

319. í. e., the true believers. 

320. (in the world) i. e., they deserved to stick to the dictates of piety. 

321. (in the Hereafter i. e., they shall surely get its recompense in the 
Hereafter). 

322. Wherein he dreamt that he and his companions entered Makka peace- 
fully for Haj. ‘Followed by his people, he dreanted that he entered Mecca in security, 
and having tade the circuit of the Ka‘ba, and slain the victims, completed thus the 
ceremonies of the pilgrimage.’ (Muir, of. cit., p. 354) The believers were, naturally, 
led by this vision to anticipate an immediate unopposed visit to the Ka‘ba. 

323. The passage confirms the vision positively, consoles the believers and 
asks them not to be pertürbed at all if the dteam is not fulfilled immediately. 

324. (the next year, O Muslims)! 

345. Both of which rites are symbolic of Haj and ‘Umra (Greater and Lesset 
Pilgfitnage). 

326. (the Ominiscient). 

327. (so in accotdance with His perfect Wisdom He delayed the fulfilment of 
the vision by one year). 

328. í. e., the taking of Khaibar. 

329, (unto the tħankind). 

330. (by powerful arguinents and evideticés). The obvious allusion is to the 
teligion ‘which still claittis the adhetence of no less than four hundted and thirty 
millions of people, representing neatly all the races and miany different climes. 
Every eighth person in dut world today is a follower of Muhammad, and the Moslem 
call to prayer rings out through most of the twenty-four hours of tke day, encircling 
the large pottion of the globe in its warm belt.’ (Hitti, op cit., p. 3). (The Muslims 
now number one thousand million). 

331. (and make it the universal religion for all mankind) 

332. (thereof). So be not dejected and downhearted at the rejection of thy 
mission by the pagans. which is due to their malice perversity, or ‘Zeal of Paganism,’ 
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29. (Miko, Uy, 44) Mohammad?*? is the messenger of Allah®*, 
And those who are with him®* are stern*'* against the infidels and merciful?" 
among themselves***, Thou seest them??? bowing down and falling prostrate, and 
seeking grace from Allah and His goodwill***, This mark is on their faces, a trace 
of prostration?*i, such is their description in the Taurat®42, And their description 
in the Injil*** : like a seed that puts forth its shoot and strengthens it, and grows 
and rises straight upon its stalk delighting the sowers?**. Such are the early 
Muslims described that He may enrage the infidels with them. To those among 
them who believe and work righteous deeds, Allah has promised forgiveness 
and a splendid wage. 


333. Subject for many centuries to vilification, vituperation and ridicule by 
so-called ‘scholars’ of the West, it is only now that light has begun slowly and 
gradually to dawn upon Europe and America. ‘Shall we speak of this man with 
disrespect? His precepts are, at this day, the religious guide of one-third of the 
human race.” (Draper, Conflict between Religion and Science, p. 84), :*It is only in 
recent years that we have come to think differently of Muhammed and his religion 
of Islam. It is.acknowledged now that he was an inspired man, and that his religion 
rescued many millions of men from a shameful idolatry, and gave them a noble idea 
of One God.’ (Bk. IV. p. 2282) see also P. IV. n. 212; n. 107 above, P. XXX. nn. 
425, 429, 580. 

334. (and the Book of God shall ever testify to this truth; so why worry 
over the trifling fact that the pagans at Hudaibiya objected to append the words 
‘apostle of God’ to his name). Surely no other prophet's personal habits...have 
been so faithfully recorded and followed by his followers or his decrees invested with 
such divine authority.’ (Bhattacharya, Foundations of Living Faith, p. 45). ‘The 
profession of faith, shahadah, the first pillar, is summed up in the Kuranic double 
formula la ilah illa-I-lah : Muhammadun rasulul-lah (no god whatever but Allah: 
Muhammad is the messenger of Allah). These are the first words to strike the ear 
of the new-born Moslem babe: they are the last to be uttered at the grave. 
Between these two episodes no other words are more often repeated.’ (Hitti, op. cit.. 
p. 130). 

335. i.e. his companions in general, and those who accompanied him in 
the Hudaibiya expedition in particular. 
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336, i.e., unyielding ; unbending ; firm of heart. 

337. í e., kind, mild and considerate. 

338. i. e. towards each other ; to their brethren ín faith. Formidable to the 
enemies of God they were meekness itself to His friends. 

339, (O readers) ! l 

340. ‘These men were the true moral heirs of the Prophet, the future apostles 
of Islam, the faithful trustees of all that Muhammad revealed unto the men of 
God...They had really changed for the better from every point of view, and later on 
as statesmen and generals, ín the most difficult moments of the war of conquest they 
gave magnificent and undeniable proof that the ideas and the doctrines of 
Muhammad had been seed cast on fruitful soil, and had produced a body of men of 
the very highest worth. They were the depositories of the sacred test of the Quran, 
which they alone knew by heart; they were the jealous guardians of the memory of 
every word arid bidding of the Prophet, the trustees of the moral heritage of 
Muhammad.' (Caetani, quoted in Arnold's Preaching of Islam, pp. 41-42) 

341, (and frequeney of worship. The purport is; the saintliness of these 
devotees of God is evident from their faces). 

342. Even in the modern corrupt version of the Book of Moses one of finds 
something tallying with this description. ‘He came with ten thousands of saints." 
(Dt. 33: 2). The apostle of God did in fact enter Makka with ten thousand men. 
‘Muhammad now found himself at the head of between eight and ten thousand men” 
(Muir, op. cit., p. 403). [From his right hand went a fiery law for them.’ (Dt. 33:2). 
‘Stern against the infidels’ (The Holy Quran) ‘Yea: he loved the people’. 
(Dt. 33: 2). ‘Merciful among themselves. (The Holy Quran). ‘All his saints are 
in thy hand: and they sat down at thy feet; every une shall receive of thy words’ 
(Dt. 33:3). ‘Mark of them is on their faces from the effect of prostration’ (The 
Holy Quran)}. 

343. ‘The kingdom of heaven is like to a grain of mustard seed, which a 
man took and sowed in his field ; which indeed is the least of all seeds ; but when it 
is grown, it is the greatest among herbs, and becometh a tree, so that the birds of the 
air come and lodge in the branches thereof! (Mt. 13:31. 32) ‘Whereunto shall we 
liken the kingdom of God ? or with what comparison shall we compare it? It is like 
a grain of mustard seed, which, when it is sown in thé earth is less than all the seeds 
that be in the earth : But when ít is sown, it groweth up, and becometh greater than 
all herbs, and shooteth out great branches ; so that thefowls of the air may lodge 
under the shadow of it.’ (Mk. 4: 31, 32) Cf. also Lk. 13: 18, 19. 

344, The seed in the parable is, of course, the religion of Islam, the growth 
of which, both in strength and numbers, simply amazed the onlookers; and by 
‘sowers’ ate meant the holy Prophet and his companions. 
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Sürat-ul-Hujurat 
The Apartments, XLIX 


(Madinian, 2 Sections and 18 Verses) 
In the name of Allah, the Compassionate, the Merciful. 
SECTION 1 

T. (ee. aA eb) O you who believe? ! do not be forward*** in the 
presence of Allah and His messenger, and fear Allah***. Verily Allah is Hearing?s, 
Knowing?f?. 

2. (os .. adek) O you who believe?! do not raise your voice 
above the voice of the prophet??!, nor shout loud to him in discourse?*?, as you 
do to one ancther, lest your works may be rendered fruitiess?**, while you 
perceive not? 

3. (nike . . oll o!) Verily those who lower their voices in the presence 
of the messenger of Allah?55 |——those are they whose hearts Allah has disposed 
towards piety ; thelrs will be forgiveness and splendid wage. 


345. (who love to be mannerly and decorous in the presence of the holy 
Prophet). 

346. (in word or deed) i. e., do not presume to give your advice in any 
matter before the Prophet asks you to do so. 


347. (in every matter, great or small ; in the whole conduct of your life. 
348. (in reference to your words). 

349. (in reference to your deeds). 

350, (who love to shed off every trace of bad manners). 

351. (while addressing one another in his presence), 

352. (while addressing him direct). 

353. (by your offending the Prophet of God), 

354. (that you are doing anything wrong). 

355. Which is mark of sound breeding and good manners. 
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4. (die... gol) Verily these who call aloud to thee?'* from without 
the inner apartments3?", most of them are foolish355, 


5. (ge... J») And had they waited till thou comest out unto them, it 
had surely been better for them?*? ; and Allah is Forgiving, Merciful?**, 


6. (cyst . . cd et) O you who believe! if a mischief-maker came to 
you with a report®*!, then?*? make a strict inquiry**?, lest you may hurt a people 
unwittingly and thereafter repent of what you have done. 


7. (05434 fi... \ets) And know that verily among you?** there is the 
messenger of Allah?*5, if he were to obey you?*5, you would surely be in 
trouble?*?, but Allah has endeared faith to you and has bedecked it in your hearts 
and has made infidelity and wickedness and disobedience?*? abhorrent to you. 
These ! they are the men of rectitude, 

8. (d ... Xa) through grace from Allah and His favour. And Allah is 
Knowing?9?, Wise?79, 


356. (O Prophet !). 
357. (in disregard of the respect due to thee). 


358. (that they are by their unseemly behaviour showing positive disrespect 
to the holy Prophet). 


359. Certain ill-mannered persons had at noon-time the rudeness to knock at 
the door of the Prophet's private apartments and to shout out: ‘Muhammad, come 
forth to us.’ 


360. (to the repentant), So they can easily make amends. 
361. i. e., evil report about someone, a tale damaging somebody’s reputation. 
362. (instead of giving immediate credence to it). 


363. (unto the truth thereof). ‘gs is ‘He sought, or sought leisurely 
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repeatedly, to obtain knowledge of the thiug, until he knew it, he examined, scrutinized. 
or investigated. (LL) 


364. (O Muslims of the Prophet's time !) 

365. i.e. you are fortunate indeed in having the living Prophet of God in 
your midst, 

366. (instead of your obeying him). 


367. i.e, if the Prophet followed you in your wishes, instead of your 
following his advice implicitly, the resvlt would be simply disastrous, 


368. (so that by the grace of God you yourselves love to follow the Prophet’s 
precepts implicity instead of thrusting your counsel upon him), 

369. i.e. Aware of your needs and requirements. 

370, i.e, Enacter of wise ordinances. 
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9. (dena! . . . obs) And if two parties of the faithful fall to mutual 
fighting*"*, then affect reconciliation between them??? But if one of them rebels 
against the other?'?, then fight the party which rebels till it reverts to the 
commandment of Allah?"4, Then if it reverts!?, affect reconciliation between 
them justly’: and be equitable,???, Allah loves the equitable. 

10. (o-7;...W!) The faithful” are but brethren??? ; so affect reconci- 
liation between your brethren?*? and fear Allah?! that haply mercy may be shown 
to you???, 


SECTION 2 


11. (58) , . zagt) O you who believe! let not one group scoff at 
another group ; perehanes they38° may be better?*! than they are, nor let some 
women scoff at other women, perchance the latter may be better than they are. 
And do not traduce one another, nor revile one another by odious appellations®®5; 
ill is the name of sin after belief. And whosoever will not repent???, then those 
are the wicked. 


a a a EM. LLLA 


371. Which, in ordinary circumstances, is itself a heinous crime. Observe a 
saying of the holy Prophet : «If two Muslims meet with their swords, then the slayer 
and the slayed (both of them) will go into the Fire.’ (Bu. 2:22). 

372. The address is to the collective community of the Muslims. 

373. (and your efforts at composiag their differences have failed). 

374. (and desists from fighting). 

375. (to cessation of fighting). 

376. i.e, have their differences composed permanently and on the basis.of 
Divine ordinances. 

371. i. e., do not allow your self-interest to come in. 

378. i.e., all those who have the faith of Islam in common. 

379. (however different they may be from one another in other respects). 
This is neither nationalization nor Arabicization but humanization in the true sense 
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of the word. It means that community of faith as a bond of union is superior to, 
and more fundamental than, any other bond at all, merging all colours, ranks and 
races in consciousness of a common brotherhood. ‘This was the first attempt in the 
history of Arabia at a social organisation with religion, rather than blood, as its basis... 
Thus by one stroke the most vital bond of Arab relationship, that of tribal kinship, 
was replaced by a new bond, that of faith ; a sort of Pan-Islamica was instituted for 
Arabia.” (Hitti, op. cit., p. p. 120-121). «It must be admitted that Mohammedans 
have, from whatever causes, acted up to their creed in this respect more fully than have 
Christians’ (Bosworth Smith, op. cit., p. 246). «A Musalman is first and a Turk, an 
Afghan, or an Arab afterwards", is no mere formula or figure of speech with that vast 
assemblage of peoples and of tongues to whom the Prophet of Arabia, by teaching 
them to worship the one true God, has given a bond of union stronger than any tie 
of blood or nation.’ (P. 306) ‘A religious theory that is very strikingly realised in 
Muhammadan society and seldom fails to express itself in acts of kindness towards 
the new convert. Whatever be his race, colour or antecedents he is received into 
the brotherhood of believers and takes his place as an equal among equals.’ (Arnold, 

Preaching of Islam, p. 416) 

380. The Prophet has said : "None of you hath faith until he desireth for his 
brother what he desireth for himself (Bukhari, 2:6). ‘To abuse a Muslim is an 
evil deed, and to fight him, an act of unbelief.’ (2 : 36) 

381. i.e., be observant of the Divine injunctions in effectin g this reconciliation. 


382. ‘The equality in Islam of all believers and the common brotherhood.of 
all Muslims, which suffered no distinctions between Arab and non-Arab, between 
free and slave, to exist among the faithful, was an idea that ran directly counter to 
the proud clan-feeling of the Arab, who grounded his claims to personal consider- 
ation on the fame of his ancestors, and in the strength of the same carried on the 
endless blood-feuds in which his soul delighted (Arnold, Preaching of Islam, 
pp. 42-43) ‘In India . ... Mohammedans make converts by hundreds from among 
the Hindus, while Christians with difficulty make ten, and this partly at least because 
they receive their converts on terms of entire social equality, while Europeans, in spite 
of all the efforts of missionaries to the contrary, seem either unwilling or unable to 
treat their converts as other than inferiors’. (Bosworth Smith, op. cit., p. 247). Jn 
the words of Rev. Canon Issac Taylor uttered at a meeting of the Church congress 
(England), ‘Islam preaches a practical brotherhood——the social equality of all 
Muslims.... The convert is admitted at once to an exclusive social caste : he becomes 
a member-of a vast confraternity of 105,000,000. A Christian convert is not regarded 
as a social equal, but the Muslims brotherhood is a reality. 


383. i,e., the latter. 


384, (in the sight of God). 
385. (all these acts are as many deviations from the Muslim's prescribed 


life-chart, and are therefore to be counted as sins). 
386, i. e., it ill becomes a Muslim even to be associated with such sins. 


387. (and desist from these sins). 
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12. (e2... xek) O you who believe ! avoid much suspicion ; indeed 
some suspicion??? is a sin. And spy not*?, nor backbite one another**?, Would 
any of you relish to eat the flesh cf his dead brothers? You detest that???, And 
fear Allah??? ; verily Allah is Relenting, Merciful?*t, 

13. (ge. . ë VA) Mankind?! verily We ! We have created you?" of a 
male??? and a female!?*, and We have made you nations and tríbes!*? that you 
might know**? one anothez*". Verily the noblest of you with Allah*?? is the most 
pious of ycu*9?, Verily Allah is Knowing, Wise*™, 

14. (e3... oll) The desert Arabs!*5 say: we have believed'**. Say 
thou**?: you have not believed‘, rather say: we have submitted to Islam; 
while faith has not yet entered into your hearts*!?. And if you obey Allah and His 
messenger’, He shall not diminish aught*!? of your works; verily Allah is Forgiv- 
ing, Merciful. 


e a a eea t 


388. (involving as it does cruel injustice to innocent men and women). 

389. (into other man'sfailings or their private circumstances to find fault 
with). 

390. (even if the imputations made be true). The essence of 4.2 is to 
speak of a person what would grieve him. When it is false, it is termed ok. It 
is this great social vice, the habit of slandering an absent person that has caused 
untold misery in the world and has poisoned the atmosphere of almost every 
household. 

391. Backbiting is here compared to feasting upon the corpse of a dead 
brothei 

302. Likewise is backbiting loathsome. 

393. (and desist from all these sins). 

394. (to the repentant) 

395, (consisting of various races and nations and peoples of different cultures). 
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396. i. e., all of you; entire mankind. Which means, in plain speech, that 
all races of men, Europeans, Asiatics and Africans, white, brown and black are 
equally His creations. He has made them to vary in colour, language and mode of 
life, and has placed them in different lands, but he takes thought for all alike. 


397. (and not begotten by different ancestors). Thus the Holy Book of 
Islam directly preaches specific unity of mankind, and favours what in the language 
of Anthropology is called *monogenism'—-—-man being one genus with one species—— 
as opposed to the rival theory of ‘polygenism’ which affirms different groups as 
originating independently in different geographical areas as separate units. ‘Although 
the existing races of man differ in many respects, .... yet if their whole structure: be 
taken into consideration they are found to resemble each other closely in a multi- 
tude of points.... Now when naturalists observe a close agreement in numerous 
small details of habits, tastes, and dispositions between two or more domestic races 
or between nearly-allied natural forms, they use this fact as an argument that they 
are descended from a common progenitor who has thus endowed ; and consequently 
that all should be classed under the same species. The same argument may be 
applied with much force to the races of man.' (Darwin, Descent of Man, pp. 276-278) 


398. Referring to the Christian habit of attributing the inferior status of 
woman to the religion of Islam or to the holy Prophet says a modern Christian 
writer:—‘Mohammed is supposed to have inspired her docile acquiescence to faith, 
to have denied her self expression in competition with men, and to have closed to 
her all doors which made spiritual and mental development possible. But this idea is 
contrary to fact .... On the advent of Mohammad the position of woman was not 
enviable. He found her to be little more than a chattel——a condition which was 
due in large part to the teaching of the Hebrew rabbis. The Hebrew religion, which 
was practised throughout the area into which Mobammed carried his teaching, had 
placed a decided stamp of inferiority upon her. She was inherited like any piece of 
furniture, and the heir could do with her as he pleased. She had no protection, no 
recourse to law, no right of inheritance. -That to the Prophet was a state of affairs 
no longer to be tolerated. He believed woman to be the “equal sister of man" and 
determined to strengthen the Moslem State by forcing a recognition of her equality... 
He limited polygamy and abolished infanticide. He instituted the marriage contract, 
inheritance right, and the privilege of divorce for woman, while he discouraged 
divorce at the behest of one or the other where differences could reasonably be 
dissolved. He established the principle of dowry and provided for the inviolable 
maintenance of part of it for the woman’s protection. He safeguarded her further by 
decreeing religious favour to those who would assist in the support of widows and 
orphans. He recognized woman’s earlier as well as contemporary contribution to 
civilization, and urged her highest development spiritually and morally as an 
asset to the State. This was indeed a signal advance in the thinking of that period, 
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and a transformation in social custom which would be remarkable in any age.' 
(Miss Flory in the Moslem World, New York, January 1940, pp. 16-17). 

399. This strikes at the root of the caste system which maintains that man- 
kind are not born equal, but in different stages of spiritual development. ‘The ortho- 
dox Hindu holds that his gods have ordained a social state at whose top everlasting 
sits the Brahmin, endowed with all privilege ; below the Brahmin descend by steps 
some three to four thousand inferior castes and sub-castes, each inescapably fettered 
as to every concern in life, within its own compartment; whilst beneath them all 
wallow helpless and hopeless millions of outcasts ——humanly born so low that they 
possess no rights of any sort and their very shadow defiles whatever it falls upon.’ 
In the words of a modern non-Muslim philosopher, ‘the colour of the skin is of no 
consequence ; the quality of the heart is of every consequence. The racial or national 
label matters nothing ; the character matters everything.’ See P. IV. n. 477 ; IX. n. 346. 

The verse equally well demolishes the myth of a Master Race, and 
completely supports the scientific finding that racial discrimination has no foundation 
in biological fact. 

400. (and not despise or dominate). 

401. So the doctrine of a biologically chosen people, as a race apart, designed 
by Nature to rule the world is not only positively mischievous but also mythical. 
And this puts an end to the vast pseudo-science of “racial biology” seeking to justify 
politica] ambitions, economic ends and class prejudices. 

402. i.e. the most honourable among you in the sight of God. 

403. (in the conduct of his daily affair, and not the high-born of you), Here 
indeed is a re-classification of humanity——promulgation of a new order of nobility— 
the division of mankind not between the princes and the peasants, nor between the 
touchables and the untouchables, but between the more moral and the less moral. “It 
is this absence of class prejudices which constitutes the real strength of Islam in India 
and enables it to win so many converts from Hinduism.’ (Arnold, Preaching of 
Islam, p. 291). ‘The equality of all men before God was a principle which Mohammad 
everywhere maintained, and which, taking, as it did, all caste feeling from slavery, 
took away also its chief sting.” (Bosworth Smith, op, cit., p. 246). ‘No consider- 
ations of birth. or race, or colour, or money, have prevented a man rising to the post 
for which it had been recognised that he was best fitted. Zaid, the Prophet's freedman 
led his armies in war. ... A dynasty of Circassian slaves ruled Egypt for a century 
before its conquest by the Ottoman Turks, and it is said that Christians from 
the Caucasus were glad to be carried off as slaves to Egypt because each one felt 
that he might rise to be sultan.’ (p. 250). 

404. i.e., well acquainted with the degree of piety everyone possesses. 

405. The reference is to certain Arabs of the tribe of Asad, who in a year of 
scarcity came‘to Madina to obtaim a part of the alms, and without being sincere 
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beliefs surrendered themselves to the Islamic State. 

406. (and like other Muslims are entitled to get relief). 

407. (O Prophet!). 

408. Belief or faith is not synonymous with lip-profession. It is something 
deep. inward, a living assurance of the heart. 

409. (to the outward dominance of Islam). 

410. Mere conformity with, and obediance to, certain formal rules is not faith, 
or imàn, It is only when sincerity (fasdiq) is joined to it, that a man becomes a 
true believer. 

411, (sincerely and with all your heart). 

412. (ofthe reward). 


www.besturdubooks.wordpress.com 


. 248 


Part XXVI 


TES =i 
ta Se ne 


7 299 d 


Ka x dl S Be di SP NOTE ES 
Spa BS o miei K tin oH G ext EO I ais 
st ZO d dCi eu d an POSE VES 05 LT gi 


C 3 Ka Cals oT Get pe án SN o Cate BS Ql 
CROP VS 


15. (ogah . . . Wl) The faithful are those only who have faith in 
Allah and His messenger, and have not doubted thereafter, and have striven hard 
with their riches and their lives in the cause of Allah. Those: they are the 
truthful42%, 


16. (de ... SY Say thou‘: what! will you instruct Allah about 
your religion*#® ? Whereas Allan knows whatsoever is in the heavens and what- 
soever is in the earth, and Allah is Aware of everything*!$, 


17. (u$ ... ose) They)’, regard it as a favour to thee that they have 
embraced Islam*13, Say thou: deem not your surrender*!®-a a favour to me; nay! 
Allah has conferred a favour upon you as He has guided you to the faith*!?, if you 
are sincere*2°, 


18. (54.5 .. . 4M) Allah knows the Hidden in the heavens and the 
earth, and Allah is the Beholder of what you do*?!, 


413. i, e. the sincere believers. 

414. (to these wandering Arabs of lukewarm faith, O Prophet !). 

415. (asif He depended for His knowledge on your verbal assertions). 
416. (including the secrets of your heart and your innermost motives). 
417. (in their ignorance) 

418. (without offering opposition, O Prophet !), See n, 405 above, 


418-A. ‘Islam’ here is not in its technical sense, meaning the faith of Islam, 
but only in a literal sense, signifying surrender or submission. 


419. (and has made you the possessors of so proud a privilege). 


420. (in your profession of faith). The purport is: if you are real converts 
to Islam, as you imply, then remember that it is Allah who has conferred this great 
boon and benefit upon you. 


421. (and shall requite you accordingly). 
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Sirah Qaf 


The Qaf. L 
(Makkan, 3 Sections and 45 Verses) 
In the name of Allah, the Compassionate, the Merciful. 
SECTION 1 


1. (2! . . . 4) Of. By the glorious Quran, We have sent thee 
as a warner. : 

2. (owe . . . J) Aye! they*?? marvel that a warner has come to 
them from among themselves**, «and so the infidels*?* say: this*?* is a thing 
wonderfult:*; B 

3 (44 . .. WV) shall we be brought back when we are dead and 
have become dust? That is a return remote?" | 

4. (te . . . 3) Surely We know*'* what the earth consumes of 
them*??, and with Us is??? a Book preserveds!, 

5. (ear. + X) Aye! they denied the truth*** when it came to - 
them; so they are confused in the matter*s3, 

6. (csp . . . gil) Have they not looked up to the sky above them; 
how We have constructed it**4, and adorned itè and that there is no rift thereint2*, 


422. i.e., the Makkan pagans. 

423. i.e., a mere man ; a mortal like themselves. 

424. Who denied Resurrection as well as Revelation. 

425. (conception of Resurrection and Revelation). 

426. i.e., unheard of and therefore unbelievable. - 

427. i.e.,far removed from the range of possibility. The Resurrection of 
the body was derided by his fellow-citizens as an idle imagination. When Mohammed 
sought to illustrate the raising ofthe dead by the analogies of Nature, and the power 
of God in creation, he was scouted as a sorcerer or magician, who would pretend 
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that a living body could be reproduced from dust and dead men's bones.’ (Muir, 
op. cit,, p. 78). i 

428. (in Our all-pervading knowledge). 

429. i.e, how much of the body moulders away in the grave. 

430. (from all eternity). 

431. (containing a full account of everything). The reference is to the 
Preserved Tablet. 

432. (announcing the fact of Resurrection). 

433. Attimes doubting and at times denying altogether. 

434. So lofty and so grand ! 

435. (with stars). So beautiful ! 

436. So strong! 
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7. (en + 213) And the earth! We have spread it forth, and have 
cast upon it firm mountains, and have caused to grow in it every manner of 
beautiful p/ant—— 

8. (cs . . . 354) an insight and admonition*" for every penitent 
bondman. 

9. (x ... Uys) And We have sent down water??? from the heaven 
and blessed with it We have caused the gardens to grow, and the grain reaped, 

10. (xx .. bls) and tall date-palms /aden with ranged clusters *??, 

11. (pop... 8) asa provision for Our bondmen; and with it We 
made the dead land alive. Such will be the coming forth*'?. 

12. (4 ... «X) Denied before them* the people of Nüh*^* and the 


dwellers of Rass!** and the Thamud. 
(BJ . . . sles) and the ‘Aad, and Firawn and the brethren of 


Lüt, 
14. (sey... c*a 5) and the dwellers of the wood!^!, and the pecple of 
Tubba*, Each one belied the messengers, and so My judgement was fulfilled. 


15. (wa... L4) Are We then wearied with the first creation**® ? 
Aye! they are“? in doubt regarding a new creationt4*, 
SECTION 2 
16. (4,9 . . . ads) Assuredly we have created man, and We know‘? 


what his soul whispers within him*®°, We are nearer to him than his jugular 
vein??!, 


437. i. e., serving as an argument and evidence of Our might and uniqueness. 

438 i.e, rain charged with blessing, full of benefit. -Life of every kind is 
dependent upon water, and terrestrial life upon rain-water.' (HHW. L, 44). 

439. ‘The date-tree produces three or four large clusters, which rise from the 
summit of the tree, and hang round. They are formed of small branches, long and 
flexible, from which hang the dates.’ (Savary, quoted by Sale). 
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440. 
441. 
442. 
443. 
444. 
445. 
446. 
447. 
448. 
449. 
450. 


Pert XXVi 


(of the dead from their graves). 

i. e., before the present-day pagans. 

(their prophets). 

See P. XIX. n. 31. 

See P. XIV. n. 91. 

See P. XXV. n. 388. * 

(and unable now to bring about Resurrection). 
(out of sheer perversity). 

i. e., about raising of the dead. 

(even better than man knows himself). 

(of evil suggestions). He is by virtue of His creatorship aware of 


man’s inherent weaknesses. 


451. 


i. e., are even more minutely conscious of his innermost feelings than is 


his own self. That is the exact relationship, in Islam, between God and man. Of 
course there is no identity between the two; we remain ourselves, and He the 
great Other. : Yet His communion with us is of even more intimate nature than 
is that of ourselves with us. The verse also does away entirely with the idea’ of God 
being remote and unapproacbable, and stresses His all-pervading character and His 
intimacy with His creatures. 
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17. (x4 . . . 9) Behold! when the two receivers??? receive!? —— 
one on the right hand and the other on the left, a sitter.' 

18. (ae . .. UL) Not a word he utters but there is a watcher 
ready**4, 

19. (24 . + . ee») And the stupor of death will come in truth55; 
this is what thou hast been avoiding**5. 

20. (253... p) And the Trumpet will be blown***; this is the Day*58 
of Threat. 

21. (apt... oles) And there shall come every soul**?, with whom 
will be a drivert? and a witness'$!, 

22. (X2 . . . a4) Assuredly thou hast been heedless thereof*®?; now 
We have lifted off from thee**? thy veil, so thy sight*** To-day is piercing’*. 

23. (as . . . Jl,) And his companion 4° will say : this is what with 
me is ready*s’, 

24. (ae . . . V!) Cast you twain*® into Hell every person, rebellious, 
contumacious, 

25. (^... eu) hinderer of good, trespasser, doubter ; 

26. (x49 ... $3!) who set up with Allah another god, so cast him 
you twain in the severe torment. 

27. (aa v... Jb) His Companion '*? will say??? ; "Lord! | did not cause 
him to transgress**!, he was himself in error far-off??*, 

28. (2e), . . . Jv) Allah will say*'* : do not wrangle in My presences, 
and | had already proferred you the warning?'?. 


452. i.e., the two. recording angels attending man every moment of his life, 

453. i.e. take an account of man's behaviour. 

454. (to note it). Every little word uttered by human mouth is noted by 
the recording angels. The angelic record must.be full and complete. 

455. Or “of necessity.” ;-, in addition to its other meanings, also means 
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“A necessary, or requisite, thing. A thing, or an event, that is decreed, or destined." 
(LL). The stupor of death referred to means the loss of cosciousness immediately 
before the onset of death. Consciousness, according to the latest biological opinion, 
is the first function which the dying man loses. 

456. (with fear. O man). 

457. (on the Judgement Day). 2 

458. (the fulfilment of). 

459. (before the Divine tribunal). 

460. i.e., an angel, prepared, acting as a sergeant, to bring every person 
before the tribunal. 

461. i.e., an angel, prepared as a witness, to testify either for or against 
him. 

462. (ignoring this Day; rejecting it, O infidel !). 

463. (and thou art face to face with reality). 

464. i. e., mental perception. 

465. (and sharp, so that thou perceivest therewith what thou didst not know 
or what thou deemest improbable, in thy life on earth). 

466. i.e., the recording angel. 

467. (of thy full and complete record). 

468. (O recording angels f). 

469. i.e., the devil chained to an infidel in life. 

470. (protesting his own innocence). 

471. (by force) i. e., I did dot have power over him. 

472. The devil possesses no power of compulsion at all. At most it suggests 
evil ways, but man adopts his suggestions ówing to his own corrupt inclinations. 

473. (to the sinners and the devil). 

474. (asit is futile). 

475. (that everybody who disobeys Me, whether of his own accord or as 
seduced by others shall meet with grievous punishment). 
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29. (au . . . V) The word*'* shall not be changed in My presence*”’, 
nor am l an oppressor at all to My bondmen''?, 


SECTION 3 


30. (4»...¢x) Mention thou the Day when We shall say to Hell: 
art thou filled??? ? and it will say : is there yet any addition??e ? 

31. (a2 . . cisi) And to the godly the Garden will be brought nigh, 
not far-off451? 

32. (be . ; . V») This is what you were promised'?? : for every oft- 
returning heedful one, 

33. ( ... «) who fears the Compassionate, in the Unseen and 
comes to Him with a penitent heart; 

34. (244 ... b) Enter it in peace. This is the Day of Abidence. 

35. (x ... pë) Theirs therein will be whatever they wish‘ 
and with Us will be yet more, 

36. (et ... $$.) And how many a generation*** We destroyed 
before them*®® who were mightier in power than they, and they traversed the 
citiest*? ! And no place of refuge could they find. 


37. (xe . . . ol) Verily herein*** is an admonition to him who has 
a heart*??, ort gives ear while he is heedful*. 
38. (vA ... a») And assuredly We created the heavens and the 


earth and what is in-between in six days*®?, and naught touched Us of 
wearinessf??, 


476. (of sentence) i. e., My Judgement. 

477. (when the time for repentance is past). 

478. i. e. all My creatures. This punishment will be only an inevitable 
outcome of sin. See also P. XXIV. n. 401. 

479, i. e., sated to the full? 
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480. i. e., if there are yet any more condemned to this place ; I am capacious 
enough to receive them. 

481. (from them). 

482. (by Our messengers in the world). 

483, (of pleasure and happiness). 

484. (of Bliss and Beatitude). “The joys of the Mahometan paradise will not 
be confined to the indulgence of luxury and appetite £ and the Prophet has expressly 
declared that all meaner happiness will be forgotten and despised by the saints and 
martyrs, who shall be admitted to the beatitude of the divine vision.” (GRE. V. 
p. 351) 

485. (of rejecters). 

486. i. e., before the present-day pagans. 

487. (in quest of wealth). As commercial people they journeyed through 
the land frequently. 

488. i.e., in such historical precedents, 

489, (to understand). 

490. (at any rate), 

491. i. e., hearkens with an attentive mind, 

492, See P. VIII. n. 484. 

493. As blasphemously believed by the Jews and Christians, See n. 95 above. 
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(39. (Gaal... sb) So bear thou patiently with what they say**4, 
and hallow the praise o thy Lord!” before the rising of the sunt® and before its 
settingi”, 

40. G8... os) And hallow Him in the night-time?**, and a/so after 
the prescribed prostration*®®, 

41. (wâ. . os) And hearken thou : the Day when the caller?! 
will call®9? from a plake quite near*99— — 

42. (cae)... ez) the Day, when they will surely hear the Shout??i— 
that is the Day of coming forthë%. 

43. (441... tl) Verily We! it is We Who give life and cause death5**, 
and to UsS? is the journeying*'*. 

(4-1...) That shall be the Day when the earth shall be cleft 

from off them**, as they hasten forth®®. That shall be a gathering unto Us easy. 

4B. (165 . . . y=) We are the best Knower of what they"! say; and 

thou art not a tyrant over themP!3, So admonish thou by the Quran him who 
fears My warning®, 


494, (in rejecting thee and the doctrine of Resurrection, O Prophet !). ‘His 
message and his warnings received from them nothing but scoffing and contempt. .., 
They adopted all possible means, threats and promises, insults and offers of worldy 
honour and aggrandisement, to induce Muhammad to abandon the post he had 
taken up.’ (Arnold, Preaching of Islam, p. 13-14) 

495, (at all times in general, and particularly——) 

496, Which is the time of Fajr- prayers. 

497, Which time includes both Zuhr and ‘Asr prayers. 

498. (also). This includes the Maghrib and ‘Isha prayers. 

499, The reference is to the supererogatory prayers after the prescribed ones, 
and to the exercise of contemplation and remembrance of God. 

500. (O reader !) 

501.. i. e,, the archangel Israfil. 

502. (men to judgement, by means of his trumpet). 
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503. i.e., from a place whence every creature will equally hear the call. 

504. (ofthe trumpet). 

505. (from the grave). 

506. i. e., We are the sole Creator and the sole Destroyer without any 
partner whatsoever. 

507. (alone). And not to any co-God, Son-God, 

508. (of all creatures). 

509. i.e., the dead bodies. 

510. (to the judgement-seat). 

Sil. i.e., the rejecters. 

512. (forcing them to the faith, O Prophet !). 

513. They alone receive admonition from the Quran who have the will to 
receive it. l 
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Sirat-uz-Zarial 
The Dispersing Winds. LI 
(Makkan, 3 Sections and 60 Verses) 


In the name of Allah, the Compassionate, the Merciful 
SECTION 1 


1. (125 esa ) By the dispersing winds that disperse'™, 

2. ( V» cla ) and the clouds bearing a load?!5, 

3. (L4 V) and the ships that glide with ease?'*, : 

4. (A ab) and the envoys who distribute the affair?" 

5. (óX4.. Wl) what you"’® are threatened??? with is surely true, 

6. (gi) odo) And the Requital is sure to happen. 

7. (de... AJ) By the sky full of paths*?, 

8. (t... e verily you are in divided opinion??t, 

9. (al ss. "e 5$) Turned aside therefrom’, is he who is 
turned*?*, 


10. (5,29 js ) Perish the conjecturers*", 

11. (oP ... a3) who are in heedlessness?*, neglectful. 

12. (cal... 594) They ask*'* : when is the Day of Requital coming ? 

13. (os .. . ex) It will be the Day whereon they will be burned in 
the Fire’, . 

14. (O47... 1,55) Taste your burning. This is what you*** sought 
to be hastened. 


514. (to dust, etc.). 
515. (of rain). 
516. (in the sea). 
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517. (of God among His creature, By His command). 

518. (O mankind !). 

519. i.e., ihe Resurrection. 

520. ‘Paths’ signifies either the tracks of angels, or the orbs of stars, 

521. (concerning the doctrine of Resurrection). 

522. i.e., from belief in Resurrection. 

523. (from the truth and faith altogether). 

524. i. e., those who, in denying the truth of religion. only conjecture, and 
do not exercise their reason and understanding in the proper way. 

525. sé literally, “Water that rises above the statute of a man,” 
signifies in the context ‘overwhelming heedlessness. 

526. (in ridicule). 

527. xx literally is, ‘He burned it in the fire’, and it is here in its primary 
signification that the verb is used. 

528. (inthe height of your mockery). 
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15. (ose. . . ol) Verily the God-fearing will be in the Gardens and 
water-springs, 

16. (cue... a3) taking whatsoever their Lord will vouchsafe to 
them. Verily they have been well-doers before that*??, 

17. "(2p ... 196) Little of the night they were wont to slumber®°, 

18. (gaan... Je Ys) And in the dawns they used to pray for 
forgiveness?^*. 

19. (p. .. 3 5) And in their substance there was the right? of 
the beggar and non-beggar. 

20. (a5... esYI gv) And on the earth there are signs??? for those who 
would be convinced, 

21. (sa... 92) and also in your own selves**, Behold you not ? 

22. (0025 ... 4k») And in the heaven??? is your provision and what 
you are promised5?t, 

23. (oas. .. 59) By the Lord of the heaven and the earth it5?? is 

- certain, even as jt is a fact that you are speaking??? 
SECTION 2 


24. (ow Sil... J) Has there come to thee??? the story of Ibráhim's 
honoured guests? ? 

25. (05$... Me»3) when they went in to him and said : peace | He 
said: peace! they were a people unknown?t!, 

26. (ue...) Then he turned away into his household and brought 
a calf fatted®*?, 

27. (oe... 4) And he set it before them and said? : why do you 
not eat ? : EP i 

28. (ele ... uw) Then he conceived a fear of them**. They said ; have 
no fear. And they gave him the glad tidings of a knowing sonë’, 
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29. (ae... lib) Then his wife drew near vociferating, and smote 
her face, and said®46, an old barren woman ! 

30. (eWt... 196) They5” said; even so says thy Lord." Verily He! 
He is the Wise, the Knower ! 


ans 


f 


529. í. e., iù the life of the world). 

530. Spending the greater part of night in prayer and religious meditation. 

531. í. e., they began their morning with sincere devotions. 

532. i.e. they gave away their wealth as a matter of duty-——a matter of 
right on the part of the needy. 

533. i. e., evidences and tokens of Resurrection (Th) as also of Our 
omnipotence. 

534. Sec P. XXV. n. 19. 

535. i.e., on High, with God ; in Preserved Tablet ; not in this world. 

536. (or the Hereafter). 

537. i.e., the fact of Resurrection. 

538, (to one another). 

539. (O Prophet !). 

540, See. P: XII. n. 205. 

541, This he said within himself: 

542, (and roasted). (See P. XIL n. 208). 

543. (when he found that they touched it not). 

544, Apprehending that they might have some ill design against him. Seç 
P, XII. n. 210, 

545. i. e., the prophet Issac, 

546. i.e. exclaimed in wonder, 

547. i.e., the angels. 

548, i.e., the All-powerful God, 
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81. (oe A . . JS) And he said: what is your errand!, O envoys? 

32. (ue ...!J9) They said: we are sent to a guilty people’, 

33. (ab... Ju) that we may send down upon them stones of baked 
clay. 

34. (yd. .*,—) marked from before thy Lord for the extravagant?, 

35. (o4... 9) Thus We brought forth from therein the faithfult. 

36. (oddi. . V) But We found not there but one household of the 
Muslims*, 

37. (QV. . $75) And? We left therein a sign" for those who fear an 
awful chastisement, 

38. (om... is) And in Musa a/so was a lesson, when We sent him to 
Fir'awn with manifest authority. 

39. (ost... Gls) He turned away? with his court, and said : a magician 
or a madman!?! 

40. (de... 43:5) Then we seized him and flung him and his hosts 
Into the sea and he was reproachable!, 

41. (oil. . ò 9) Andin ‘Aad also was a lesson when we let loose on 
them a blighting?? wind. 
42. (eJ. .. V) It left naught it came upon but blew it into spreads. 


l, i.e, on what special mission are you proceeding ? 
2. i.e, the people of Lut, See P. XII. n. 241. 

3. i.e. for their destruction, 

4. (and delivered them), 
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5. i e., the house of the Prophet Litt. See P. XII. nn. 248, 249. 
6. (after overthrowing and completely destroying the city). 
7. (of Our judgement and requital) i. e., an abject lesson ; a warning. 
8. i. e., evident miracles. : 
9. (indignantly from the true faith). 

10. See P. XIX. n. 180. 

11. Only justice was meted out to Pharaoh after he had been given many 
chances to repent. 

12. i.e., destructive. 
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43, (a>... gs) And in Thamud” a/so was a lesson, when it was said 
to them!* enjoy yourselves for a while!?, 

44. (os eo ..!9) They!* disdained the command of their Lord ; so the 
bolt laid hold of them while they looked on. 

45. (yum...) So they were neither able to stand”, nor could they 


help themselves?*. 


46. (uad... e3) And the people of Nuh We destroyed before ; 
verily they were a sinful people. 
SECTION 3 
47, (OA... kelly) And the heaven? |] We have built it with might, 


and verily We are Powerful??, 
48. (osa. . Ue ls) And the earth ! We have stretched it forth?*; an 


excellent Spreader are We?? ! 
49, (05$X ....»») And of everything We have created pairs??, that 


haply you might remember?*, 
50. (ue... lài) Then flee to Allah*5; verily? | am a manifest warner 


to you from Him. 
51. (cm... Ys) And do not set up?? another god with Allah; verily | 


am a manifest warner to you from Him. 


13. See P. VII. nn. 542ff. 

14. (by their prophet, after they had defied the laws and commandments of 
God). 

15. (after which you are sure to perish if you do not desist from your 
infidelity). 

16. (unheeding the warning). 

17. (on their feet), See P. VIIL n. 555ff 

18. (against the Divine decree of destruction). 

19. Which is not a thing uncreated and self-existing. 
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20. i. e., it is We who created a thing so stupendous as the heaven, and 
there is no such monstrosity as a *heaven-God.' ‘Through endless transformations 
and disfigurements (mythological or functional) the sky-god is found to be at the base 
of all the systems of the great civilized religions of the classical Mediterranean and 
Oriental worlds. He occupies the same place in the great systems of Asia and semi- 
civilized religions of pre-Columban America.’ (BRE. XI. p. 591). 

21. See P. L n. 91. 

22. And there is no such monstrosity as an ‘earth-God’ or *earth-Goddess.' 
See ERE. V. p. 129. 

23: Such as light and darkness, subject and object, wet and dry, active 
and passive, male and female, the living and the non-living. The verse may also 
well hint at the universality of the law of sex. See also P. XXIII. n. 23. 

24. (Our might, majesty and unity). 

25. (to the exclusion of all else). 

26. ——His prophet—— 

27. (O mankind !) 
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52. (ose... AWF) Likewise’, there came not a messenger to those 
before them?? but they” said?! : a magician or a mad man! 

53. (Gelb ..1,.2*19) Have they handed over this?! to one another ? 
Nay! they? are a people contumacious*4. 

54. (edt... J) So turn away thou from them; for thou art not 

blameworthy?". 

58. (m... f3) And admonish thou, for admonition benefits the 
faithful». 

56. (2514 ... Ws) And I have not created the jinn and mankind but 
that they should worship Me??, 

57. (2,51...) | seek not any provision from them*, nor | desire 
that they should feed Meti. 

58. (ac... 40!) Verily Allah ! He is the Provider'?, Owner of Powar’, 
Firm**. 

59. (245. ... 0€) So verily unto those who do wrong, there is a 
portion of their fellows'* ; so let them not ask Me to hasten on'*. 

60. (2525... Ji) Woe, then, to those who disbelieve when their 
Threatened Day arrives. 


28. The reference is to the pagans’ calling the holy Prophet a madman or | 
a wizard, 


29. i.e. the present-day pagans. 

30. i.e., the ancient infidels, 

3l. i. e., (of their prophet), 

32. i.e., this traditional obstinate opposition to God's perm 
33. i.e., the infidels of different of ages, 


34. i.e., the real reason for their common enmity to their prophets is their 
common contumacy. 


35. (and be not disheartened, O Prophet !) 

36. (in any way). 

37. (for their behaviour). 

38. (and serves as a warning to the unbelievers), 
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39, ‘In these days of scientific enlightenment, very little is said of the reason 
why we do pray, which is simply that we cannot kelip praying. It seems probable 
that, in spite of all that “science” may do to the contrary, men will continue to pray to 
the end of time...The impulse to pray is a necessary consequence of the fact that 
whilst the innermost of the empirical self of a man is a self of the social sort, it yet 
can find its only adequate socius in an ideal world? (James, Principles of Psychology, 
L p. 316). But the conception of worship in Islam is far more comprehensive. 
Here it is not restricted to the purely devotional practices but extends over the whole 
of man's practical life, individual and social. Ff the object of our life on the whole is 
the worship of God, then we necessarily must regard this life, in the totality of its 
aspects, as one complex moral responsibility. Thus all our actions, even the seem- 
ingly trivial ones, must be performed as acts of worship, that is. performed consci- 
ously as constituting a part in God's universal plan.’ (ASB. I. p. 39). 

40. i. e, My creatures, The allusion is to the food offerings presented by 
the polytheistic peoples to their various gods, The gods of the Vedas, for instance, 
are not only anthropomorphic in appearance but also require food, Their favourite 
food consists of ‘milk, butter, grain, and the flesh of sheep, goats and cattle. It is 
offered to them in the sacrifice £ this is either conveyed to them in heaven by the god 
of fire, or they come in their cars to partake of it on the litter of grass prepared for 
their reception, Their favourite beverage is the exhilarating juice of the soma plant.’ 
(ERE. XII p. 603). ‘The worshipper refreshes his gods with the food and drink of 
which he himself partakes. in order thereby to make them strong and willing to 
carry out his ends.” (II. p. 41). ‘In the grossest sense, sacrifice is a mere bargain. 
Man needs things which the god possesses such as rain, light, warmth, and health, 
while the god is hungry and seek offerings from men: there is giving and receiv- 
ing on both sides’, (Barth. op. cit., pp.35-36). In the pre-Islamic Semitic sacrifices 
also ‘the God and his worshippers partake of a common meal...The deity is periodi- 
cally fed by the gifts of his children and thus is kept continually favourable towards 
them.” (ERE. XI. p. 33). See also P, VIL n. 277. 

41. (being Myself the supplier of the means of subsistence to all). In Egypt, 
as in many other polytheistic countries, ‘the relation between Divinity and humanity 
was thought of...as reciprocally conditioned, Man dedicates to the Deity food, 
drink, clothing, a dwelling-place——the things which the Deity shares in all 
earthly qualities and needs, requires for comfort? (DB. V, p. 177), 

42. (of food to all creatures). 

43, (and Independent of 311 needs), 

44, (ard requiring nething for His support and subsistence), 

45. (in the past). 

46, (the judgement). 
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The Mount. LII 
(Makkan, 2 Sections and 49 Verses) 
in the name of Allah, the Compassionate, the Merciful. 
SECTION 1 


1. (abt) By the mount". 

2. (srk t») By the book" inscribed, 

3. (0... 9 ) in parchment unrolled. 

4. (spell udo) By the House Frequented®. 

5. p» ipo 3) By the roof elevated". 

6. ( jv dls) By the sea overflowing. 

7. (giJ.. EF Verily the chastisement of thy Lord is sute 15 
overtaket. 


8. (gis... 4U) OF it there is no averter, 
9. (lan... px) on the Day when the heaven? will shake with awful 


shaking. 
10. (Il... gs) And the mountains® will move away with an awfuf 
movement. 
14. (a... 9») Woe, then, it will be on that Day to the beliers™, 
12. (25k... 3!) who sport themselves in wading?*. 


13. (&»...,.5) On the Day when they will be pushed into Hell-Fire 
with a dreadful pushing. 

14. (4935 ... sx) This is the Fire you used to belie*5, 

15. (os... p) Is this magic? ? or are you stj// unable to see ? 


— M 


47, (ofSinai) 
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48. (of records) i. e., the register wherein every man's actions are recorded, 

49. yell ey is the original model of Ka'ba, and over it or corresponding 
to it, is heaven, which thousands of angels visit every day and around which they 
circuit and pray, 

50. i. e., the heaven, 

51, (the infidels). . 

52, ——so vast and seemingly limitless—— 

53, ——the highest type of firmness and stabiltity-—-— 

54, (of God’s Revelation) 

55. i.e, those who busy themselves with vain and false discoursss, 

56, Thus will they be addressed, 

57, (as you used to say of the Divine Revelations in the world). 
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16. (244... 4) Roast therein. Endure it or endure it not, all is 
. equal to you®s, You are being requited for what you have been working. 

17. (e... ò) Verily the godly will be in the Gardens and Delight, 

18. (e. . o) rejoicing in what their Lord has vouchsafed to 
them*?, and their Lord will shield them from the torment of the Flame. 

19. (0944 ... 148) Eat and drink with relish** for what you have been 
working. 

20. (ze... o¢&) Reclining on couches ranged. And We shall couple 
them with damsels wide-eyed. 

21. (cs. . 3b) And those who believe*? and whose progeny*? follow 
them in faith*t—-—-We shall cause their progeny to join them**, and We shall 
not'* diminish. aught?” of their own work. Every man is a pledge? for what he 
has worked®. 

22 (Ùh. . pë 22) And We shall increasingly give them fruit and 
meat as they desire. 

23. CERE opa) Therein they will snatch a cup” from one another ; 
therein there vin be nelther vain babble nor sin*!. 

24. (555... s) And there will go round on them youths"! appointed 
to attend them as if they were’? pearls concealed", 

25. (oss... I») And they will advance to each other asking 
questions. 


58. i.e, your torment will in no case be mitigated, 

59. (ofthe heavenly bliss). 

60, Thus will they be addressed, See P, IV, n, 511, 

61, See P, XXIII n. 151, 

62, (and are perfect in their beliefs and deeds), 

63, But note that à 5 is not only ‘children or offspring’ but also progenitors 
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or ancestors, (LL) 

64, (though they fell short of them in deeds). 

65, (in rank and status). 

66, (because of that). 

67, (ofthe reward). 

68. (of good or evil). 

69. i.e. everyone is pledged to God for his behaviour ; if he does well, he 
redeems his pledge ; if evil, he forfeits it, 

70. (of wine, by way of entertainment and enjoyment). 

71. i,e., this will be free of frivolity, and free of all taint of ill ; without 
any grossness whatever, Compare ‘Surah ‘Saffat’, verse 47 :--‘There will be no 
headiness therein, nor therewith will they be inebriated.’ 

72. i. e., boy-servant of perpetual youth. 

73. (in beauty). 

74, (in their shell) i, e., pearls of exquisite beauty. 
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26. (cia... 196) They will say: we were aforetime in the midst of 
our household, ever in dread’. 

27. (ew... a) Therefore Allah obliged us, and has protected us 
from the torment of the Scorch. 

28, (2! ... tl) We used to pray to Him aforetime. Verily He! it is 
He, the Benign, the Merciful. 

SECTION 2 

29. (òy... fx) Therefore admonish thou’*! By the grace of thy 
Lord, thou art neither a soothsayer nor a madman’. 

30. (vA ..f!) Do they say??: a poet'?, for whom we wait only some 
adverse turn of fortune?" ? 

31. (as A... 9) Say thou: wait?! ; verily | am, with you, among the 
waiters®?. 

32. (5,25...) Does their reason** enjoin them to this? Or, are 
they a people contumacious® ? 

33. (osy... ç) Do they say: he has forged it? Aye! they* will 
not believe. 

34. (eas... Lys)’ Let them bring a discourse like thereunto®, if they 
say sooth®®. . 

35. (0,299 . . . e!) Have they not been created by aught*?? or are 
they® the creators ? 

36. (oy, ...f!) Did they create the heavens and the earth? Aye! 
they will not be convinced. 

37. (osya...) Are with them the treasures? of thy Lord? or 
are they the dispensers? ? 


75. (ofthe Hereafter ; in regard to our state after death), 
76. (thy people, O Prophet !) 
77. (as the Makkan pagans call them), ‘His opponents called him a poet: 
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..Or they called him possessed of a Jinni ; ....or, which was striking the closest 
of all, a Kahin, soothsayer, He was a Kahin, but with an enormous difference.’ 
(Macdonald, Religious Attitude and Life in Islam, p. 37). 

78. i.e., the Arab pagans, 

79, See, p. XVII. n. 14 ; P. XIX, n. 368 ; P. XXIII. n. 114, 

80. shyly. AJ Gy and od! cy all signify ‘The accidents, or evil 
accidents, of time, that disquiet, or disturb, the minds and hearts,” (LL). 

81. i.e. well go on waiting for my ruin, 

82, (forthe coming judgement) 

83. (of which they are so proud), The reference is to the boasted powers 
of management of the Quraish, 

84, (by nature) 

85, i.e., the Quran, See P, XVII, v. 5, n, 14, 

86, -—— perverse as they are—— 

87. (in respect of the surpassing excellence of its contents or the grandeur 
of its language and style), See P, XI, n. 258, 

88, (in respect of the Quran being a human production) 

89. i.e, do they think that they are uncreated beings and needed no God 
to create them ? 

90. (themselves) i. e., do they think that they are self-created beings ? 

91, ——averse as they are to acknowledge His unity—— 

92. i.e., the special gifts, 

93. (of Divine gifts, such as prophethood), 
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38. (a...-!) Have they a stairway whereby?* they overhear’? 
Then let their listener?9 bring a clear authority?". 


39. (si)... e) Has He daughters’ and you sons??? 


40. wo ... ¢1) Or askest thou a wage from them’®®, so that they are 
laden with debt? 


41. (o$... ¢!) Is with them the Unseen, and they write it downi?! ? 

42. (osal...) Do they seek to Jay a plot!?? Then those who 
disbelieve —— it is they who shall be plotted against!?*, 

43. (ofa... e!) Is theirs a god beside Allah? Hallowed be Allah 
from what they associate! | 

44. (e>... o3) And even if they!*5 should see a fragment of the sky 
falling down!**, they would say?” : it is only clouds amassed. 

49. (2j...) So let thou them alone, till they meet their Day 
whereon they shall swoon1?? —— 

46. (25744... ex) a Day when their plotting!?? shall not avail them at 
all nor will they be succoured. 

47. (sie . . . ots) And for those who are ungodly!?? there is a chastise- 
ment before that!!! but most of them know not. 

48. (e... pels) And wait thou the judgment!” of thy Lord patiently ; 
verily thou art ever before Our eyes!?. And hallow the praise of thy Lord before 
thou arisest. 


49. (eya... ms) And hallow. Him in the night and at the declining 
of the stars!1!*, 


94, (ascending the heaven). 

95, (Divine discourses). 

96. i, e., anybody who claims to have performed this miracle, 
97. i.e. let such a one bring a clear proof of his assertion, 
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98. Whom the pagan Arabs worshipped as goddessess. 
99. See P. XXIII. n. 299, 

100, (for thy preaching). 

101, i. e., have they knowledge of futurity which they preserve in writting ? 

102, (against thee, O Prophet !). 

103, i.e., all the efforts of thy enemies to injure thee shall be frustrated, 
O Prophet ! uK ài 4$ God's practising an artful device towards the unbelievers, 
means his taking them unawares, so that they do not reckon upon it^ (LL). 

104, (with Him), ‘With this hard doctrine of the unity of Allah, inter- 
mediaries were swept away. The whole polydaemonistic scheme with one God 
somewhere in the background, to which the Arabs seem to have attained, vanished. 
There was left no interceder with the one God ; no beings from whom revelations 
might come, When an angel spoke with him—-—Gabriel or the Holy Spirit, or 
whatever the term might be——there was no semi-divine personality there, On the 
one hand, there was Allah, on the other, His creation, including angels, Jinn, devils, 
men, Not even such a conception of a unity of nature with God as we find among 
the Hebrews in the Beni Elohim——that is their only distinction, Allah is throned 
alone-—-——the Creator, Ruler, Destroyer——-—unto Him there is none like,” 
(Macdonald, Religious Attitude and Life in Islam, p. 38). 

105. i,e., the idolatrous Makkans, 

106, (upon them). This was one of the miracles which the Makkans pagans 
demanded of the Prophet, A similar challenge was addressed to another man of 
God, the Prophet Shu'aib, See P. XIX. n. 314, 

107. (in the extremity of their denial and defiance). 

108, (with terror. O Prophet !). 

109. (of which they are so fanciful). 

110. i, e., the idolatrous Makkans, 

111. (in this very world ; such as famine, or the crushing defeat at Badr, or 
the fall of Makka). os signifies also |; i. e., ‘Before in respect of time? (LL). 

112, Which is sure to befall them at the proper time, O Prophet !. 

Y13. i. e., under Our protection and so they cannot injure thee. 

114. i.e,inthe early dawn. 
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The Star. LIII 
(Makkan, 3 Sections and 62 Verses) 


In the name of Allah, the Compassionate, the Merciful. 
SECTION 1 
(si... evils) By the star!15 when it goes down. 
2, (sé...) Your companionit* has not gone astary"*, nor has he 


erred? 

3, (sal... bs) And he speaks not of his own desire"?, 

4. (Sy... ò) Itisbuta Revelation Revealed’. 

5. (qd. . ale) One of mighty powers’! has taught /t to him?!??, 

6. (s, ..53) One of mighty make? 3. Then'* he stood straight!” ; 

7. (tei... 2) While het? was on the uppermost horizon. 

8. (333 .. p) Thereafter!?? he drew night* then he let himself 
down”. 


9. (lis, . oK) Till he wast*? two bows’ lenghth??! off or yet nearer’, 
10. (2)... g$) Thus??? He Revealed? to His bondman??? whatever 


He Revealed"?5, l 
11. (51)... Wu) The heart?! lied not in what he saw}88, 


12. (dg... dsi) Will you then dispute with him??? concerning 


what he saw!*? ? . ui 
13. (dal...) And assuredly he!*! saw him??? at another descent**8, 


14. (O3... ae). nigh unto the lote-tree at the boundary? 
15. (4331... Was), nigh thereto is the Garden of Abode. 
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16. (i. .. 3!) When that covered the lote-tree which covered it?*. 


115. The word is used in generic sense, and means the stars as a class. 

116. i.e, the Prophet, with whom you are associated in everyday life, 
O Makkans ! 

117. (from the right course). 

118. (in the life-time). 

119. (while uttering God's truth) i. e., he only speaks when God commands 
him to do so ; and therefore both the Quran and the Prophet’s Sunnah are to be 
implicitly followed. 

120. Revelation as distinguished from mere inspiration, always comes from 
outside, and is never envolved from within—-——an outcome of the seer's own spiritual 
awakening. And in order to receive a ‘revelation,’ the prophet must be a purely 
passive, receptive, instrument of God, eliminating his own personality altogether. 

121. i. e., the revealing angel Garbiel. 

122. (direct from God). 

123. i.e., whom God has created and endowed with great strength ; powerful. 

124. ——once itso happened that— 

125. (and appeared to the Prophet in his original shape and form). The 
holy Prophet in the early days of Revelation once saw the angel Gabriel in his natural 
form in which he is created by God. 

126. i.e., the said angel. 

127. i. e., when he saw the Prophet swooning and fainting. 

128. (to the Prophet, after assuming human form). 

129, i. e., he drew still nearer, 

130. (in flesh and bone). 

131, The Arabic idiom ¿p$ œ% is indicative of extreme nearness, 

132. (in spirit). 

133. i.e., after the Prophet had recovered, 

134. (through that angel). 

135. i.e., the Prophet Muhammad (on him be peace!) See P. I. n. 98; 
P. XV. n. 2. 

136. Note that the nature of the prophetic experience (the consciousness of 
Revelation) is incommunicable and utterly incomprehensible to one who is not him- 
self a prophet. 

137. (ofthe Prophet). 

138, i.e., do not be incredulous of his prophetic experience ; he was not the 
subject of any illusion ; he saw the wholething in reality, without any possibility of 


doubt or mistake, 
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139. (in your ignorance, O infidels !). 

140. i. e., concerning a thing which to him is a thing of direct and positive 
sense-experience and of which you have but the faintest and vaguest idea, 

141, i e., the holy Prophet. 

142, i.e., the angel Gabriel in his natural shape. 

143, (on the occasion of the Prophet's ascension to the heavens, just before 
his migration to Madina), ‘He was swiftly carried by Gabriel on a winged steed 
past Madina to the temple at Jerusalem, where a conclave of the ancient prophets 
met to welcome him . , . . From Jerusalem he mounted upwards, ascending from one 
heaven to another, till atlast, reaching the seventh, he found himself in the awful 
presence of his Maker, and was dismissed with the behest that his people were to 
prostrate themselves in prayer five times in the day.” (Muir, op. cit., p. 121) 

144. Beyond which neither angels nor prophets can pass, and which is the 
ultimate point of access for created beings. 

145. i. e, hosts of adoring angels. ‘A peculiar manner of expressing the 
general terms somebody, something, certain ones, etc., is to use the relative pronouns 
c^ and à with repetition of the verb .... according to circumstances. It is specially 
employed “Sls pd fo magnify and multiply, if an impression of something 
important or mysterious is to be conveyed (WGAL. II. pp. 267-268). 
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17. (Sb... L) The eyet did not wander“, nor did it turn aside, 
18. (5,59...) Assuredly he beheld!*? of the greatest signs??? of his 
Lord. 


19. (syle... jl) Have you?®! then??? considered the Lat!5* and the 
‘Uzzat*4 ? 

20. (4>. . ips) and the Manat'5, the other third! ? 

21. (5. .. Sl) What ! for you the males? and for Him the 
females, 

22. (s... Ab) That? indeed is an unfair divisionis? | 

23. (s4... oh) They are but names which you have named?*, you 
and your fathers, for which Allah has sent down no authority’. They follow but 
their fancy!** and what pleases their souls!*t, whereas there has come to them 
assuredly the guidance from their Lord. 

24. ($6...) Shall man have whatsoever he wishes?® ? 

25. (Wi... dé) Allah's is the last and the firsti**. 


SECTION 2 


26 (s23... S3) And many an angel there is in the heavens!*", whose 
intercession will not avail at all save!*? after Allah's leave1? for whomsoever He 
wilis? and is well-pleased!"* 

27. (WV... ot) Verily those who believe not in the Hereafter!? 
name the angels with female names!'?. 


146. (ofthe holy Prophet). 

147. (even in this unique experience). i. e, he remained firm and self- 
possessed; was neither dazzled nor confounded, understanding his own position 
perfectly. 


148. (the proper limits) i. e., he retained full and comp'ete self-possession 
even at the climax of Divine illumination and when in direct contact with the All-High. 
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149. (in his night journey). 

150. i.e. wonders both of sensible and the intellectual worlds). 

151. (O idola*zs!). 

152. i.e., after the truthfulness of the Prophet is established. 

153. ‘As oath by al-Lat is frequently found’in the poets.... She is frequently 
mentioned along with al-‘Uzza .... and among the Kuraish. she, along with this 
goddess and Manat, was held in such high esteem . . . . ° (EL III p 18) ‘References to 
Al-lat are found in several Nabataean inscriptions ; in one of them she is called “the 
Mother of the gods"... Among the later Arabs this goddess was no less venerated "' 
(ERE. I. p. 661). *The Arabian Lat was worshipped by the Nabataeans as mother of 
the gods, and must be identified with the virgin-mother, whose worship at Petra is 
described by Epiphanius. (Robertson Smith, Religion of the Semites, p. 56) Among 
the great “mothers” is Lat or rather Allat. Apparently a sun-goddess, in Palmyra 
she is found coupled with the Shamash.’ (p. 520) ‘Al-Lat had her sacred tracts 
(hima and haram) near al-Taif. whither the Makkans and others flocked for pilgri- 
mage and sacrifice, Within such an enclosure no trees could be felled, no game 
hunted and no human blood shed.. .. Herodotus mentions this goddess under the name 
Alilat among the Nabataean deities.’ (Hitti, op. cit., p. 99). 

154. ‘Far more important. at least in historical times was the cult of the 
planet Venus, revered asa great goddess under the name of the al-Uzza, which may 
be rendered “the Most Mighty." The Syriac poet Isaac of Antioch, who lived! 
in the first half of the 5th century, bears witness to the worship of -Ozza by the Arabs 
of that period ; in other passage he identifies -Ozza with the planet Venus.” (ERE. I. 
p.660). ‘The goddess Al-‘Uzza was believed to reside ‘in the sacred acacia at: 
Nakhla’. (Robertson Smith, Religion of the Semi:es, p. 185) *Al-Ozza with Allat 
and Manat, the three daughters of Allah, in the Coran, is the “lady *Ozza" to 
whom a man in a South Arabian inscription offers a golden image on behalf of his 
sick daughter Amat-al-Uzzai. Human sacrifice and licentious practices distinguish 
her cult Isaac of Antioch identified her with Beltis, and calls her the “Star” 
(p. 521). :Al-Uzza (the most mighty, Venus, the morning star) had her cult in 
Nakhlah, east of Makkah...Her sanctuary consisted of three trees. Human sacrifice 
characterized her cult...Abd-al--Uzza was a favourite proper name at the rise of 
Islam" (Hitti, op. cit.. p. 99). An officer was commissioned by the prophet to destroy 
the sanctuary of this goddess in Nakhlah. (Hitti. op cit., p. 33). 

155. «An old Arabian goddess.... a goddess of fate. especially of death. 
Her main sanctuary was a black stone among the Hudhailis in Kudaid..... She 
was however worshipped by many Arab tribes. ... In Mecca she was very popular 
along with the goddesses al-Lat and al-‘Uzza.’ (El IHI. p. 231) ‘A number of 
proper names compounded with Manat prove that her cult extended over a great part 
of Arabia, (ERE. I. p.662) ‘Manat (from Maniyah, allotted fate) was the goddess 
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of destiny and as such represented an earlier phase of religious life. Her main 
sanctuary consisted of a black stone in Qudayd on the road between Makkah and 
Yathrib (later al-Madinah) and she was especially popular with the Aws and the 
Khazraj' (Hitti, op. cit. p. 99). 

156. (whether these inanimate created beings could at all be goddesses of 
worship). 

157. (as sons). 

158. (as daughters). This refers to the Arabian belief in goddesses as 
daughters of Allah. See P. XXIII. n. 299. 

159. i. e., this attribution, according to the pagan notions, of the inferior sex 
to God See P. XIV. n, 223. 

160, (in addition to its being absurd in itself ) 

161. (regardless of truth and reality), Empty, meaningless and unreai names, 
only creations of your fancy. Cf. a poem by Zaid, one of the Hanifs who dissatisfied 
with the prevailing idolatory, were trying to find out the true, monotheistic 
religion :— 

1. Should I worship One God or thousands when even the duties of 
religion have been divided by the people ? 


2. I have forsaken One God ‘Uzza’, and such is always done by a 
keen and partial man. 


3. And I do not worship Ghanan though I regarded him as my Lord 
when 1 bad little wisdom. 


4. With Thee, O God, I am contented and I do not see, save Thee, 
any one whose religion I should adopt, 


162. (either in reason or in revelation). 

163. (deprived of all reason). 

164, (with no reference to facts and realities). 

165. (and his wishes are dedicated by his whims andfancies). So shall man 
dictate to God, and name whom he pleases for his intercessors or for his prophet ? 

166. Shall man, then choose a religion according to his own fancy, and 
prescribe the terms on which he may claim the reward of this life and the next ? 
Us and 5 M refer to the periods of after-life and life. 

167, The expression ‘in the heavens’ hints at the high rank and dignity of 
such angels. (TH). 

168. See P. XVII. nn. 56, 59 ; and nn, 161 above, 

169, (that there may be intercession on their behalf). 

170. (in accordance with His universal Scheme). 

171. (out of His own free choice, not due to any pressure from outside), 

172. i.e., the Makkan pagans, 

173. In the religious imagination and devotion of the Arabs the angels were 
females, and daughters of God, See P, XXV, n. 177. 
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28. Css P ed bs) Verily they have no true knowledge?” thereof ; they 
follow but a conjecture!?? and conjecture is no substitute for the truth. 

29. (Wall. . Geb) So withdraw thou from him who turns away!"* from 
Our admonition and seeks only the life of the world. 

30. {gael .. 25) That! is their highest point of knowledge. Verily 
thy Lord! It is He Who is the Best Knower of him who strays from His way, and 
He is the Best Knower of him who lets himself be guided??*. 

31. (sb... 45) And Allah's whatsoever is in the heavens and what- 
soever is in the earth, that He! may recompense the evil-doers for what they 
worked and reward those who do good with goodness. 

32. (Ge). . uA) They are those who shun heinous sins and indecencies 
save the minor offences!?". Verily thy Lord is of vast forgiveness'*!; He is the 
Best Knower of you when He produced you !* out of the earth, and when you? 
were embryos im the belies of your mothers!?*. So do not ascribe purity to 
yourselves?8>. He is the Best Knower af Him who fears Him™*. 


SECTION 3 


33. (‘ts . . eZ!) Didst thou observe him who turned away!?". 

34. (bfi... duels) and gave a little, and then stopped! ? 

35. (3,... ese!) Is with him the knowledge of the Unseen so that he 
sees??? ? i 


174. (true and certain ; derived from Revelation or sound reason). 
175. Which has neither solid reason nor revelation to support it, 
176. (in wilful spiritual blindness, O Prophet !). 

177. i.e., the life of this world, 

178. So He, the All-Knowing, shall deal with each accordingly. 
179. i. e., the all Powerfull. 
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180, (and even these they only happen to commit accidentally and not with 
full deliberation). 

181. (and is not fettered by the laws of Karma). 

182. (collectively, through yout first ancestor, O mankind !), 

183, (as individuals). 

184, (and on both these occasions you were totally ignorant of yourselves). 

185. (Before Him). «fs signifies ‘I attributed to Him, $ i.e. purity, 
or goodness, ot righteousness , .. , And aii $s He praised himself.’ (LL). 

186, So He alone is the true Judge of men's merits and demerits——even 
better than man himself. This curbs thi: morbid appetite for fame, honour, and 
self-laudation. 

187. (from following the truth, O Prophet !) 

188. (his hand). The allusion is to Walid ibn Mughira, one of the chief 
opponents of Islam. Perceiving his inclination, for the time being, to Islam another 
pagan offered, in considetation of a certain sum, to take upon himself his guilt. 
The bargain being made, Walid paid the man only a small part of what had been 
promised, and kept back the remainder. 

189. i.e., is he assured that the man with whom he has made the agreement 
will be allowed to suffer in his stead in the Hereafter. 
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36. (d-s . .. e!) Has he not been told of what is in the scriptures 
of Musa. 

37. (dis... gelu») and of Ibrahim who faithfully fulfilled1*? ? 

38. (gel... YI) To wit, that a burdened sou/shall not bear the burden 
of another?! , 

39. (ge... als) and that there shall be for man naught except what 
he endeavours}. 

40. (dz... ols) and that his endeavour? shall soon!** be seen?’ ; 

4. (nM... e Thereafter he shall be recompensed with the fullest 
recompense. 

42. (ged... ols) and that unto thy Lord is the goal, 

43. ($15... «ls) and thatitis He who causes one to laugh and 
causes one to weep!?", 

44. (Vil... dls) and that it is He Who causes death and causes 
life1??, 

45. (gals .. sis) and that He creates the pair’, the male and female. 

46. (gx ... o) from a seed when it is emitted, 

47. (SAY... ols) and that upon Him is* another bringing forth?^*, 

48. (i3... sls) and that it is He Who enriches and preserves 
property. 

49. (ap...) and that it is He Who is the Lord of Sirius??? 

50. (sy! .. 41») and that He destroyed the former ‘Ad,24, 

51. (Hl... 25) and that He left not Thamid?®. 

52. (5 ...e5») and also the people of Nüh*'* before. Verily they 
were even greater wrong-doers and more contumacious. 

53. (a i& its) And He overthrew the subverted cities?®’. 


190. (all the commandments of God). 
191. (so that the offender may go off unscathed), 
192, (in the sphere of faith). This hits hard at the Christian idea of redemp- 
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tion and damnation, and establishes once for all that every believer is his own 
redeemer, 

193, i eits fruit, 

194, i.e.. in the Hereafter, 

195. i.e., made manifest, 

196, Unto Him is every one to return, and before Him is to stand account- 
able for his deeds, 

197, i. e., He is the sole Cause and Agent of all acts of joy and grief. 

198, i. e., He alone is the Preserver and the Destroyer. 

199.. See n, 23 above ; P. XXIII. n, 64. 

200. t. e., He is the sole Creator of all living beings, 

201. (incumbent, in fulfilment of His promise). 

202. i.e. the Resurrection, 

203. (whom you consider a Deity, O pagans !), Dhu-Shara was représen- 
ted in Petra *by a quadrangular block of unhewn black stone four feet high and two 
feet wide, (Hitti. op. cit., p. 98.) Her name associated with dhu-al-Shara ‘appears 
in the Nabataean inscriptions of al-Hijr’. (ib. p. 99) Sirius was also worshipped 
among the Egyptians, the Greeks and the Romans, In astronomy, Sirius is the 
highest in all the sky, Also called Day Star, it is one of our nearest stellar neigh- 
bours, and is really a double star, or binary, consisting of a very bright member and 
a very fine companion, 

204, (on account of their contumacy), See P. VIII. n, 523, 

205, (any of them alive on account of their contumacy), See P. VIII, 
n. 542, 

206, See P. VIIL n. 510, 

207, (of Lot), See P, VIII, nn, 562, 564-65, 


www.besturdubooks.wordpress.com 


LII. Sürat-un-Najm BE 287 


x reis GIG 
553 hilo 2591 B 3295 be US d PS so Ae UGS 
p D» RE 7994267 Hee e g 4 ^5 
$6 ose Vs i x e V TORT OS os(& RIS 6 ait ui ld 


i bo sf C24 
SUBS d BURG G3 ew psi 


wip 


wega 


54. (i... Mess) Then covered them what covered them??5. 

55. (&X3. . ls) Which then of thy Lord's benefits wilt thou” doubt ? 

56. (wy. . . Wa) This? apostle is a warner among the warners of old. 

57. ( iy c3) There has approached the approaching Hour. 

58. (46... sJ) None can avert it, except Allah. 

59. (ope. ... gil) Do you marvel?!! then at this discourse?!* ? 

60. (5545 .. 0 e) and laugh /ight-hearted/y and not weep"! | 

61. (Grae . . gily) and you are being impatient?4, 

62. (lsact, . . ba) So prostrate yourselves before Allah*i* and 
worship?!s, 


208. (of ruin and devastation), 

209. Omen! 

210. (apostle of Ours). 

211. (in utter heedlessness), 

212, (and feel incredulous, O mankind !) 

213, (shuddering at the coming Event), 

214. (instead of softening your heart and chastening your spirit), 
215. (to the exclusion of all false deities). 

216, (Him as taught by the Prophet) 
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Surat-ul-Qamar 


The Moon. LIV 
(Makkan, 3 Sections and 55 Verses) 
In the name of Allah, the Compassionate, the Merciful. 
SECTION 1 


1. (435... 431) The Hour?" has drawn nigh, and the moon has been 
rent in sunder?48, 

2. (pr... dts) And if they?!* behold a sign, they turn away, and 
Say??? : magic continuous??. 

3. (AR...) And they belied??? and they followed their lusts???, 
and every affair comes to a final goal??*. 

4. (poy... ais) And assuredly there has come to them tidings? 
wherein is a deterrent??6, 

5. (sa... iS) Wisdom consummate. But warnings avail not??". 

6. ($3...45) So withdraw thou from them??*, The Day when the 
summoner??? will summon mankind to a thing unpleasant?®2. 

7. (p=... bes) they?! will come forth with the downcast looks??? 
from the tomb as if they were locusts??3 scattered 

8. (e... ole) Hastening?** towards the summoner. The infidels 
will say : a hard Day this ! 


217. Which the Arab pagans were denying. 


218. (as a sign of the Hour's approach). The allusion is a famous miracle 
of the Prophet recorded in several authentic traditions of the Companions. performed 
at the insistent demand of the pagans for a sign in the early days of his ministry. 
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The moon in the sky appeared cloven in two, one part vanishing and other remain- 
ing : at which the Makkans were greatly astonished, The passage may also be 
expounded in another way. Many commentators think that the past tense is here 
used, as so often in the Quran, for the future. So the phrase should be rendered 
‘the moon shall be rent in the sunder,’ signifying that this sign will happen at the 
approach of the Resurrection. 

219, i,e., the Makkan pagans ; the inveterate enemies of Islam. 

220. (disdainfully of that miracle). 

221. i.e., one bit of magic after another. „z. may also mean ‘passing 
away, and vain or ineffectual.’ (LL) 

222, (this very miracle conforming to their usual practice). 

223, (to the exclusion of truth), 

224, So the effects of an illusion or magic are but transient and momentary, 
while those of a miracle are pefmanent and lasting. 

225. (ofthe ruin and chastisement of ancient rebellious nations). 

226. i.e., lessons that should sufficiently deter the present-day pagans from 
obstinate infidelity. 

227. (a people so obdurate). 

228. (and grieve not over their fate, O Prophet !). 

229, i. e., the angel Israfil, 

230, i. e., to the Reckoning of account, 

231, (through terror), 

232. i.e. the infidels, 

233, (in sheer numbers), Perhaps no living creature is comparable to the 
locust in largeness of its numbers, ‘Locust’ breeding-grounds are estimated to 
contain millions upon millions of the insects and on one occasion in flight in East 
Africa measured sixty miles by three miles and it was reckoned by experts that it 
consisted of a million million locusts, and even larger swarms have been observed 


and recorded, 
234, (with fear), 
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9. (33... =W) There belied before them?®® the people of Nüb. So 
they belied Our bondman Nah, and said?** : a madman ; and he was reproved?3?, 

10. (p... esi) Thereupon he prayed to his Lord: verily | am over- 
come, so vindicate me. 

11. (pte... cai) Then We opened the portals of heaven with water 
poured out. 

12. (sei... Vs) And We made the earth break forth with springs?*, 
that the water??? met after an affair already decreed?*°, 

13. (33. . ds) And We bore him?! on a thing of planks and nails. 

14. (Æ... s£) Moving forward under Our eyes?'?: a vindication of 
him who had been rejected. 

15. (fu .. ads) And assuredly We left itè? for a signèt, Is there, then, 
any one who would be admonished ? 

16. 63x5.. iS) So how dreadful have been My chastisement and My 
warnings ; 

17. (fa... ads) And assuredly We have made the Qur&n®45 easy for 
admonition” ; is there, then, any one who would be admonished ? 

18. (0X5... 3$) And there belied the "Ad?*'; so how dreadful have 
been My chastisement and My warnings ! 

19. (pis... V1) Verily We! We sent against them a raging wind’? on 
a day of continuous calamity. 

20. (y... E») Carrying men away?*??, as if they were trunks of up- 
rooted palm trees?55, 

21. (4,... 48) So how dreadful has been My chastisement and My 
warnings. 


235. i.e, the present-day pagans, 
236. (in utter contempt), 
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237, (and threatened with violehce). 

238, See P. XII. n. 115, 

239. (of heaven and earth), 

240, (in the preserice of God). 

241, (together with his followers), 

242, i.e., under Our protection, 

243, i e., this story, in human memory and documents, 

244, (to the succeeding generations), 

245, Which is replete with such discourses and historical allusions, 

246, Note the qualifying words ‘for admonition,’ Not ‘easy’ in the absolute 
sense ; not easy in the sense that it contains no profundities of thought or subtleties 
of meaning; but only easy in so far as lessons of meekness, humility and willing 
surrender to God can be deduced from it. 

247. (their prophet). 

248. "Which lasted seven nights and eight days, 

249. i.e., tearing them away violently and throwing them down dead, 

250. *How graphic is the description of the tornado that uprooted them ! 
It must indeed be a dreadful tornado that plucks up the palm-trees by their deep 
tap-roots, The “Day” is an indefinite period of time (AYA), 
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22 (f£...) And assuredly We have made the Quran easy for 

admonition; is there, then, any one who would be admonished ? 
SECTION 2 

23. (5x... 3 And the Thamüd belied the warnings??t. 

24. (-..193) And they said”? ; a mere human being from**?* amongst 
us, and alone?*—-—shall we follow him? Then indeed we should be in error 
and madness, 

25. (,4..,4.) Has the Admonition been laid upon hím?*? from amongst 
us? Aye: he is an insolent liar | 

26 (AY... ds) They shall learn tomorrow?®* which??? is an insolent 
liar! 

27. (yhes... V1} Verily We are sending a she-camel?? as a test for 
them??*, so watch them thou and have patience™°, 

28. (ras .. #53) And declare thou to them that water has been divided 
between them?®, every drinking shall be by turns. 

29. (43... lls) Then they called their comrade;?9? and took the 
swora?’s, and hamstrung Aer, 

30. (5... 4S) So how dreadful have been my chastisement and my 
warnings | 

31. (dedi. Ut) Verily We! We sent upon them one shout?*!, and they 
became as the stubble of a fold-builder?®. 

32. (Su... 4,) And assuredly We have made the Quran easy for 
admonition ; is there, then, any one who would be admonished. 

33. (53...) Then belied the warnings?** the people of Lit. 


£4. (pes... tl) Verily We! We sent upon them a gravel storm?9? save 
the family of Lu126°, Them We delivered at early dawn. 


251. (of their prophet). 
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252. (oftheir prophet, slightingly). 

253. i e., neither angel nor demi-god, 

254. (unattended by hosts of heaven), 

255. (of all the persons 1), 

256. i.e. immediately at their death, This was said by God to the prophet 
of the time, 

257. (of the two, either the prophet or his opponents). 

258. (in a miraculous way, in response to their incessant demands for a 
miracle). 

259. i. e., to test which of them believes and which of them denies, 

260, (attheir insults and provocation), 

261, i.e. between the Thamudites and the she-camel, See P, VIII, n. 546 ff, 

262. In order to slay her; the reference is to Qidar bin Salif. who was a 
stranger dwelling among the Thamudites, 

263, Or ‘he emboldened himself.’ 

264. i.e., cry of an angel, 

265. i, e., became completely dead and extirpated, 

266. (of their prophets). 

267, (which killed them all), 

268, i.e., such of them as were his followers. 
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35. (St... XX) asa favour from Us. Thus do We recompense him 
who gives thanks?®, : 

36. (a... ads) And assuredly he had warned them of Our grasp, but 
they doubted the warnings. 

37. (5X5...) And they solicited him for his guests?'?; then We 
deprived them of their sight?'*, taste then My chastisement and My warnings. 

38. (e+... ads) And thus met them early in the morning a settled 
chastisement???, | 

39. (3X5... ' 953) Taste then My chastisement and My warnings. 

40. (fx... a33) And assuredly We have made the Quran easy for 
admonition; is there, then, anyone who would be admonished ? 

SECTION 3 


41. (533...) And assuredly there came the warning unto the 
household of Fir'awn. 

42. (5x4 ...!»X) They belied Our signs?'?, every one thereof. Then 
We seized them with the grip of the Mighty, the Powerful. 

43. (431... SN) Are you infidels better than those?^* ? Or, is there 
an immunity?” for you in the Writs ? 

44. (,«»...¢!) Oris it that they say: we are a people prevailing?’ ? 

45. (49 .. ey) Soon will this multitude? be vanquished??*, and they 
will turn their backs27*, 


46. (ls...) Aye: the Hour is their appointed term??? and the Hour 
will be far more grievious and far more bitter??t, 


269. i.e., who believes in Our Revelation, 

270. Who were angels in human shape, For ist, see P, XII. nn, 421, 448, 
271. i, e., blinded them ; deprived them of their sight, 

272, (and beginning at their death), 


273. i. e. they persisted in denying that the miracles of Moses were evidences 
of his truth. 
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274. (sothat you would remain immune from His chastisement, O Makkans !) 

275. (promised and prescribed). 

276. (against our opponents, and shall never be overcome), 

277. The word C is used as the Quraish presumed too much on their 
numbers, 

278. As it did at the battles of Badr, Ahzab etc. 

279, (in flight) i. e., they will meet with reprisals in this very world at no 
distant date, The holy Prophet repeated these words as he was putting on his 
coat-of-mail on the day of Badr. „4l is here used in the collective sense meaning 
ET 

280, The time when they shall receive this full sentence is the Day of Judge- 
ment, What they suffer in this world is only an earnest of what they shall have to 
face in the Hereafter. 

281, (than their punishment in this world). 
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47. (~~... al) Verily the culprits are in great error and madness*®?. 


48. (A... tz) On the Day when they shall be dragged on their faces 
into the Fire, it will be said to them: taste the touch of the Scorching. 


49. (j»x...V) Verily We have created everything by a measure?9?. 


50. (pal .. bs) And Our commandment??! is but one?55 as the twinkling 
of an eye. 


51. (fu... ails) And assuredly We have destroyed?” your likes”? ; is 
there, then, any one who would be admonished?*? ? 


52. (431.4 .. 3) And everything they have done is in the writs?s*. 
53. (Ja ..,K») And everything, small or big, has been written down. 
54. (ë... 0) Verily the pious will be amid Gardens and rivers?*9, 


55. (29...) ina good seat?'t, near a Sovereign Omnipotent. 


282, (in denying the occurrence of that Great Day). 

283. So that every event occurs at its proper, appointed time, 

284, (for the advent of that Day), 

285. (commandment) i. e, the execution of Our purpose shall be but a 
single act executed at a moment, 

286. (in the past, O Makkans !). 

287, i. e., men of the same persuasion, 

288. (by their example). 

289, (kept by the attending angels) 

290. is here used in a plural ‘sense; standing for ,\y.\; , also signifies 
'Ainplitude ; or, light and amplitude, (LL) 

291. jae is not only ‘Truth’, ‘veracity’, but a noun signifying anything to 
which goodness is attributed, is prefixed to Gee, governing it in the genitive 
case, so that one says 3x Jrs A man of good nature,...and Gus jas a friend of 
good nature, and likewise Gis 31.1 a woman of good nature. and in like manner 
also Sie > an ass ofa good kind, and Sas op a garment, or piece of cloth, of 
good quality.” (LL) 
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Sūrat-ur-Rahmān 


The Compassionate, LV 
(Madinian, 3 Sections and 78 Verses) 
In the name of Allah, the Compassionate, the Merciful. 
SECTION 1 


1. (oJ ) The Compassionate*??, 

2. (chats) Hetaught?? the Quran. 

3. (UN) He created man®, 

4. (oi ale) He taught him distinctness*®. 

b. (òke... =t) The sun and the moon are in recknoning**s. 

6. (Oa... gll) And herbs and trees do obeisance?®. 

7. (oM... JU) And the sky ! He has elevated it and set the balance. 

8. (otd... Y!) that you should not trespass in respect of the 
balance**5, 


9. (Glatt... lila) And observe the weight with equity, and do not 

make the balance deficient???, 

10. (or ... 33) And the earth : He has laid it for the creatures?*9, 

11. (en ... a) Therein are fruit and palm-trees sheathed. 

12. (oJ... 1») and grain chaffed and other food®™. 

13. (338... sls) Which, then, of the benefits of your Lord will you 
twain?” deny ? 

14. (336... Ge) He created man??? from potter's clay. 


292, (Whose acts of compassion and beneficence are numberless). For 
wry see P. I. n. 14, 
293, (His apostle and then through him, mankind in general). 
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294. (with capacity to receive inspiration and Divine guidance). 

295. (of speech, whereby he can diffuse the knoweldge of the Quran). 

296. i. e., they follow a calculable path in their motion. 

297. (to His will and disposition.) This strikes at the root of the universally 
prevalent plant-lore and tree-cult. ‘Trees have been objects of worship in all parts 
of the world .... They were worshipped among the Semites and the Hebrews were 
no exception to this.’ (JE, XIL p. 239). ‘The worship of sacred trees is one of the 
most widely rife religious phenomena in the early Greek world’ (DB. V, p. 113), 
‘There is... . abundant evidence that in all parts of the Semitic area trees were 
adored as divine. (Robertson Smith, Religion of the Semites, p. 185). ‘In fact, 
the evidence for tree-worship is almost unmanageably large.’ (EBr. XXVII. p. 236, 
11th Ed.) 

298, i. e., that you may observe equality and justice in your dealings. 

299, (by diminishing the weight). 

300. Or, ‘mankind.’ 

301. Or ‘fragrance.’ gl¢, in addition to its other meanings is ‘A bounty, 
or gift, of God, such as the means of subsistence; syn, ,, (LL). 

302. (O men and genii!) The two species of rational creatures accountable 
for their acts. 

303. i. e., the first human being: Adam. 
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15. (W... ges) And has created the Jinn®* from a flame of fire. 

16. (38 .. sts) Which, then, of the benefits of your Lord will you 
twain deny*^-A ? 

17. (œA... 5) He is Lord of the two easts and the two wests??5, 

18. (9:35 . . . sls) Which, then, of the benefits of your Lord will you 
twain deny? 

19. (ath... g) He has let loose the two oceans*™*. 

20. (crs... kez) In-between them is a barrier they cannot pass". 

21. (33€ .. . cls) Which, then, of the benefits of your Lord will you 
twain deny ? 

22. (dk M. .r xz) There come forth from the two the pearl and the coral. 

23. (435 .. . s} Which, then, of the benefits of your Lord will you 
twain deny ? 

24. (ee VS . . . 49) His are the ships slanted like mountains in the sea. 

25. (gS... uli) Which, then, of the benefits of your Lord will you 
twain deny ? 


SECTION 2 


26. (3... 5) Everyone”! who is thereon??? is mortal?1?, 

27. (ASV... du) And there will remain the Face of thy Lord, Owner 
of Majesty and Beneficence?t, 

28. (gx... uli) Which, then, of the benefits of your Lord will you 
twain deny? 

29. (ol...) Of Him begs whosoever is in the heavens and the 
earth?12, Every day??? He is in a new state*#. 

30. CES . . e gli) Which, then, of the benefits of your Lord will you 
twain deny? 

31. (gail... È A=) Soon? We shall direct Ourselves to you?t*, O two 
classes?!” | 
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304. i. e.. the first of their species. 

304-A. Compare for the constant recurrence, like a refrain ín poetry. of 
this verse a verse ín the OT :—:For his mercy endureth for ever.’ (Ps. 136: 1-26). 
This has 26 repetitions while the Quran has 31. 

305, The dual number of the east and the west signifies the different points 
of the horizon at which the sun rises and sets at the summer and winter solstice, or 
the extreme points of the rising and setting of the sun during the year; or it may 
refer to the rising and setting-points of both the sun and the moon. 

306. (of salt and fresh water) | See P. XIX. n. 73. 

307. (so the saltish does not overpass its bounds and mix itself with the 
sweet) Also see P. XIX. n. 75. 


308. (of the living creatures), 
309. í. e., on the earth. 


310, i. e., everyone of the creatures is mortal, 

311. i.e. He alone is Immortal, Everliviag. 

312. i.e., everyone of the creatures, even among the great ones, is entirely 
dependent on Him, and of Him seeks its needs. 

313. i. e., every moment of the time. 

314, (creating and re-creating the world and ever renewing His activities). 
God is thus not onlv the Creator of the universe but also its Sustainer at every 
moment of its existence. The entire cosmic order is ever dependent on His will, 
incapable of sustaining and developing itself and performing its work, without His 
aid, in virtue of its own inherent energies, and creation is not an act of the past 
combining automatically ; His creative activity is incessant. This refutes the Hindu 
doctrine that Brahma, ‘having performed his legitimate part in the mundane evolution 
by his original creation of the universe, has retired into the background.’ (EBr. XI. 
p.577). This also repudiates the mechanistic conception of the deism, which limits 
the divine activity to creation of the world and denies to Him any direct contact 
with His creation and also the Greek idea that God is static, and aloof from the 
world. A Christian scholar sums up the position of the orthodox Muslim theolo- 
gian thus :— He regards the world and all the events in the world as a perpetual 
miracle——-always and constantly going on. It is not only that, by a creative 
miracle, the world was brought into existence; . .. . but all through the existence of 
the world——from moment to moment ——there is this miraculous creation going 
on.... When fire burns or when a knife cuts, that is not by any nature in the fire 
or quality in the knife. The cutting and the being cut, the burning and the being 
burned are all by Allah? (Macdonald, Aspects of Islam, pp. 137-139). 

315. ie,inthe Hereafter. 

316. (exclusively, for judgement). 

317. (of mankind and the jinn) oy# is ‘Anything held in high estimation, 
in such request, and preserved with care... And by ow! are meant ‘Mankind and 
jinn or genii; because, by the discrimination that they possess. they excel other 
animate beings.’ (LL) 
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32. (438... sls) Which, then, of the benefits of your Lord will you 
twain deny ? 

33. (oh. . tt) O assembly of jinn and mankind! If you are able to 
pass out of the regions of the heavens and the earth?!5, then do pass out, but 
you cannot pass out except with an authority?!?. 

34. (£...) Which, then, of the benefits of your Lord will you 
twain deny ? | 

35. (oy ... d+») There shall be sent against both??? of you flame 
of fire?! and smoke???, and you will not be able to defend yourselves. 

36. (aa . .. sli) Which, then, of the benefits of your Lord will you 
twain deny? l 

37. (ole... $8) And when the heaven will be rent asunder and will 
become rosy like red hide??s. 

38. (531€...) Which, then, of the benefits of your Lord will you 
twain deny ? l 

39. (òb... 3) Neither man nor jinn will be questioned of his sin 
that Day?14, 

40. (336... gs) Which, then, of the benefits of your Lord will you 
twain deny ? 

41. (#1... 3) The culprits will be known from their marks??, and 
will be seized??** by their fore-locks and their feet?*". 

42. (g£...) Which, then, of the benefits of your Lord will you 
twain deny? 

43. (op... eae) This is the Hell which the culprits denied. 

44. (Ñ... osh) They shall go round between it and boiling hot 
water???, 


318. (to avoid the decree of God). 
319. (and the authority you are utterly lacking). 
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320. i.e. the guilty ones among the mankind and jinn. 

321. (to burn) B,: is ‘Flame without smoke....or, a piece of fire in 
which is no smoke; or flame offire. (LL). 

322. (to choke) ..lé is ‘Smoke in which is no smoke that rises high, and of 
which the heat is weak, and which is free from flame.’ (LL). 

323. (owing to the very great terror). 

324. (in order to inform the All-Knowing Lord of his guilt), The exami- 
nation that they will undergo as their ttial would be to convince them and to silence 
their own selves), 

325. (apparent in their faces). 

326. (in the most humiliating and tortuous manner). 

327. (and cast into the Hell). 

328. i.e,. tormented now by the Hell-fire and now by the scalding water, 
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45. (238... sbi) Which, then, benefits of your Lord will you twain 
deny ? 


SECTION 3 


46. (ce... ol) And for him who? dreads the standing befcre his 
Lord??? wi// be two Gardens. 

47. (938 . . . sls) Which, then, of the benefits of your Lord will you 
twain deny ? 

48. (oU! V3 ) With spreading branches*?!, 

49. (a5... gli) Which, then, of the benefits of your Lord will you 
twain deny ? 

50. (zA... kes) In them will be two fountains running??*. 

B1. (436... su) Which, then, of the benefits of your Lord will you 
twain deny ? 

52. (o5. .. bes) In them will be every kind of fruit in palrs?s*. 

53. (g... ski) Which, then, of the benefits of your Lord will you 
twain deny ? 

54. (95... oth) Reclining on the carpets lined with rich brocade ; and 
the fruits of the two Gardens will be near at hand**4. 

55. (738... sli) Which, then, of the benefits of your Lord will you 
twain deny ? 

56. (2&5...) Therein shall be damsels? of refraining looks##*, 
touched by neither man nor jinn??*, 

B7. (5:5...) Which, then, of the benefits of your Lord will you 
twain deny? : 

58. (oA. . oe’) Like®® rubies and coral. 

59. (v36... shi) Which, then, of the benefits of your Lord will you 
twain deny ? 

60. (oL-Yl .. .,&) Is the recompense for good? other than good*t? ? 
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329. i.e. is God-fearing in the highest degree. 

330. (and therefore shuns the sins, great as well as small). 

331. i.e., planted with shady trees. 

332. (far and wide). 

333. Some being known, like the fruits of the earth; others of new and 
unknown species.. 

334. i.e., within the reach of man as he sits or lies down. 

335. (maidens of Paradise). 

336. See P. XXIII. n. 192. 

337. i.e., before their destined espouses. Christian writers look askance, 
and almost in horror, at passages like this. And quite naturally. For in the system 
of Christian morals sex life is conceived as something inherently evil, at best only to 
be tolerated. This morbid attitude to life ‘has appeared only with the advent of 
the black Christian era.’ Islam has reversed this diseased outlook. It holds, freely 
and frankly, with modern scientific knowledge that sexual life is ‘the source of the 
highest joys for which there is no substitute. It is the supreme and incomparable 
physiological happiness, which should be nursed and treasured, and not persecuted... 
Sex life is not at all a tolerated evil, difficult to escape, but...a great blessing, with- 
out which life is colourless. The sexual element in human existence must be valued 
and treasured.’ (Nemilov, op. cit., pp. 200-201). See also P. I. n. 108. 

338. (in the fairness of their complexion). 

339. i.e., doing good on the the part of the creatures. 

340. i.e., doing good on part of the Creator. 
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61. (436... s) Which, then, of the benefits of your Lord will you 
twain deny ? 

62. (cue... cs) And below the two™!, there will be two other 
Gardens?*? 

63. (ug... 4) Which. then, of the benefits of your Lord will you 
twain deny ? 

64. (gu lew) Dark-green?^. 

65. (ZS... ti) Which, then, of the benefits of your Lord will you 
twain deny ? 

66. (gels... ts) In them wil/ be two fountains gushing forth. 

67. (gX ... li) Which, then, of the benefits of your Lord will you 
twain deny ? 

68. (oW... Ww) In them wil be the fruit?**, date-palms and pome- 
granates. 

69. (aS ... gli) Which, then, of the benefits of your Lord will you 
twain deny ? 

70. (oL=... gg) Therein will be damsels comely?** and beautiful®4®, 

71. (a... gli) Which, then, of the benefits of your Lord will you 
twain deny ? 

72. (als. . 5») Fair ones?**, cloistered in tents?t*. 

73. (gS... sls) Which then, of the benefits of your Lord will you 
twain deny ? 

74. (Sw...) Untouched by man and jinn?*. 

75. "7 30 . gli) Which, then, of the benefits of your Lord wilt you 
twain deny? 

76. (Sle . . ot) Reclining upon green cushions and rich Carpets?19. A 

77. (o3% ... sks) Which, then, of the benefits of your Lord will you" 
twain deny? 
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78. (a ' + J ) Blessed be the name of thy Lord, Owner of Majesty 
and Beneficence. 


341. Or ‘below the two.’ 

342. (for the common faithful). 

343. ‘Black by reason of intense greenness arising from abundant moisture, 
or irrigation.” (LL) 

344. (delicious and juicy). See P. XXIIL n. 190. 

345. (to mind and heart). 

346. (to look at). 

347. See P. XXII nn. 192 ff. 

348. i.e., as respectable modest maidens closely guarded from public yiew, 

349. This description of physical pleasures in paradise, says Gibbon, ‘has 
provoked the indignation, perhaps the envy, of the monks: they declaim against 
the impure religion of Mahomet ; and his modest apologists are driven to the poor 
excuse of figures and allegories. But the sounder and more consistent party adhere, 
without shame, to the literal interpretation of the Koran; useless would be the 
resurrection of the body, unless it were. restored to the possession and exercise of its 
worthiest faculties ; and the union of sensual and intellectual enjoyment is requisite 
to complete the happiness of the double animal, the perfect man.' (GRE. VI p. 231). 
See also n. 337 above. 

349-A. Cf. the Bible :—‘Behold thou art fair, my beloved, Yea, pleasant: 
also our bed is green.’ (So. 1:16). ‘Green is a colour pleasant to most people ; 
but it is particular by welcome and refreshing to the parched eyes of the sun-burnt 
Arabians for whom it possesses a special appeal, probably because of its association 
with grass and vegetation in general, which are the basis of pastoral life. Hence the 
dominant role it plays in the colour ‘scheme of the Quranic Paradise.’ (Inayatullah, 
p. 122). 
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Suürat-ul-Wagq iah 


The Event. LVI 
(Makkan, 3 Sections and 96 Verses) 
In the name of Allah, the Compassionate, the Merciful. 
SECTION 1 


(igl...) When the Event happens?se, 
(438... uJ) and there can be no denial of its happening, 
Gsl) ial) abasing?*' one, exalting**? others. 
(ley... 3) This will be when the earth is shaken and shaken**8, 
(L ... es) and the mountains are crumbled and crumbled?*4. 
(ta. . . eds) So that they become scattered dust. 
(a (=f) And you are in three groups?5*. 
(S44. . , 229) Those on the right hand?*$, how happy shall those 
on the right hand be! 
9. (ical, , anols) Those on the left hand*** ; how miserable shall those 
on the left hand be! 
10. (oati oas) And the preceders?® are the preceders??*. 
11. (oz All WA Those shall be brought nigh®*, 
12. fæl...) in Gardens of Delight— 
13. (Wl...) a multitude from the ancients**, 
14. (o. Y ... 435) and a few from the later generations??? 


HPNOAThRWNH = 


350. ‘The original word, the force whereof cannot well be expressed by a 
single word, signifies a calamitous accident, which falls surely and with sudden 
violence, and is therefore made use of here to design the day of Judgement.’ (Sale) 

351. (for infidels), 
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352. (for believers). 

353. i. e., shaken with utmost violence and vehemence. When the earth 
shall be convulsed with violent convulsion.” (LL). ‘When it uA! Ji stands alone 
and undefined «4. it is employed 4$ t# for strengthening, or patel for magnifying 
i. e, to add greater force to the verb; e. g., Ly SUL) cay 5 ky Qos Yl cay hl 
when the earth shall be shaken with a shaking, (i. e., shaken violently), and 
the mountains be crumbled with a crumbling, (i. e., crumbled to dust).' 
(WGAL. IL p. 56-57). 

354. i.e, crumbled with utmost violence and vehemence. ‘And the 
mountains shall be crumbled with a vehement crumbling, like flour.” (LL). 

355. i.e., you are separated into three classes, O mankind ! 

356. i. e., the blessed ones, whose books of deeds will be delivered in their 
tight hands. 

357. i.e. the damned ones, whose books of deeds will be delivered in their 
left hands. 

358. (in respect of faith and good actions). 

359. (to Paradise). 

360. (unto God). 

361. i.e., those between the time of Adam and advent of the Holy Prophet 
of Islam. . 
362, i. e., those between the advent of Islam and the Last Day. 
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(yo .. . e) On couches lined with goid. 

(di... ek) Reclining on them facing each other. 

(osas , , 3,1.) Youths ever-young?*? will go round them**, 

(om 2. OSL) with goblets and ewers and cups of limpid drink. 
(2934... Y) Theirs will be no  headiness, nor will they be 


inebriated?$5, 


20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 
24. 
25. 
26. 
27. 


(05,99 .. . 5) And with fruit of their choice. 

(Oye... ody) And with fowl-flesh of their desire. 

( a And there will be fair ones large-eyed, 

WÍ. . Jek the like®** unto pearls well-guarded‘", 

(Odean... x) a recompense for what they had been doing. 

(tt ... Oyen) No vain or sinful talk?** will they hear therein. 
(us ... Vl) Only the saying ; peace! peace?" | 

(coll... Gomel,) And the fellows on the right hand; How happy 


shall the fellows on the right hand be ! 


28. 
29. 
30. 
31. 
32. 
33. 
34. 
35. 
creation??*, 


363. 
364. 


(212-9 .. . .3) midst thornless lote-trees?**, 

( 242% ple, ) and plantains laden with fruit*?, 

( 24404 Jb» ) and the shade over-spread, 

( oS. s ) and water over-flowing, 

( $$ 3695 ) and fruit abundant, 

(key... Y) neither ending nor forbidden’. 

( j^ Js) and couches raised. 

(ust... Vl) Verily We ! We have created those maidens by a spcciai 


(for attendance as waiters). 
i.e ., destined to continue for ever in boyhood. ‘Always of the same 


age; never altering in age; or, endowed with perpetual vigour ; that never becomes 
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decrepit. (LL). 

365. i.e, All pagan mythologies, even the most refined of them, are full of 
the amours.of gods and goddesses and their jealousies and bickernings, Note that 
the Islamic Heaven knows no such thiag. 

366. (in respect of the fairness of complexion). 

367. i.e, the well-guarded, valued and treasured. 

368. See n. 365 above. 

369. The acnte of spiritual bliss and peace of mind. 

370. Or ‘bent down with fruit.’ 

371. (from top to bottom). 

372. Unlike earthy fruits its season will not be limited, nor there will be any 
restriction as to its consumption. 

373. (peculiarto them). The heavenly maidens are created of finer materials 
than the females of this world, and are not subject to the inconveniences natural te 
the female sex, nor to the limitations of time and age. 


www.besturdubooks.wordpress.com 


LVI. Surat-ul-Waqiah ID 311 


EU aS AAI ALY SOR CBSE 


He gu Nu RAE E A RUPEE: 


2^7 


220 7 rs BI ul T $^ ot 22 Jz g z 

me, WWE > & Bers al EE zelo mE YS 20 X65 

g a ah Ps ^9 4 Y ie bi 4 udi cs 

S): lis $ D G5 GST 5 5353: 9656 Abl et LE 

Pd 4 Y Dd > ae, 7 le "Ma, t^ Prd 
e LI BTSs ASW G1 Bo aS ESQ SÍ 
wrt Y ae v rA 793 1Y 459 SF r ^M D, 5 
BOS & 235 abel YocRsG e GJ GÀ ET 


36. (VUE gle’) And have made them perpetua! virgins?', 
37. (Mills ) loving**5, of equal age*/6, 
38. (cd)... Y) for the fellows on the right hand. 


SECTIONS 2 


39. (si... 3) A multitude from the ancients, 

40. (aÙ... 35) and a multitude from the later generations?" 

AM. (Me... als) And the fellows on the left hand! How miserable 
Shai! the fellows on the left hand be ! 

42. (ess. 4) amidst scorching wind and scalding water, 

43. (ryt... Ps) and the shade of dark smoke, 

44. (e$... Y) neither cool nor pleasant*®. 

45. (a>... pl) Verily they had been affluent before?'?, 

46. (,&J.. 1567) and they had been persisting in heinous offences®®. 

A7. (ost... 196s) And they used to say®, when we are dead and 
have become dust and bones, shall we indeed be raised ?—— 

48. (og UIs!) We and our fathers of old ? 

49. (a, M ... J) Say thou?®, verily the ancients and those of the later 


generations, 
50. (psd... Ose pul) ate al! going to be assembled on the assigned 


time of a Day Known. 
51. (0.4: — Then verily you, you etring, denying people, 
52. (p)... oY) shall surely eat of the tree of Az-Zaqqum?**5, 
374. Their gift of virginity will be perpetual. Howoftensoever their 
husbands might go in unto them, they shall always find them virgins, See nn. 337, 


349 above. 
375. (their spouses). 
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376. (with their spouses). 

377. (shall there be on the right haad). 

378, i. e., with nothing either to refresh or to please. 

379. i.e., while on the earth, they squandered their wealth in shameless 
self-indulgence, 

380. (of infidelity and polytheism). 

381. (in denial and redicule). 

382. (O Prophet !) 

383. See P, XXIII. n. 210). 
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53. (0499... ols) and shall fill your bellies with it, 

64. (gol ... òx) and shall drink of boiling water®*, 

55. (ad e Oa) drinking as the drinking of thirsty camels raging 
with thirst. 

56. (gd... 1a) This sha// be their entertainment on the Day of 
Requital. . 

57. (ogas... o2) Verily We! it is We Who created you**5, why do 
you not confess?*e ? 


58. (asd . : xD Do you behold what you emit??? ? 

59. (a M. ] E Then is it you's who create him*®®, or are We 
the Creator??? ? 

60. (cd put... €) Wel it is We who have decreed death unto you 


a/l? and We are not to be outstripped???, 
61. (5,44... 4e) in that We may substitute others like you and may 
produce you into what you know not?*?3, 
62. (osf... ads») And assuredly you have fully known the first pro- 
duction?**, Why do you not heed?’ ? 
63. (oF F... eJ Do you behold what you sow ? 
64. pris . . ei") Do you cause it to grow, or are We the Grower8#¢ ? 
65. (osë... 3) IF We willed, We would surely make it chaff,so that 
you would be left wondering®”, 
66. ( o» V ) we are undone indeed®*. 
67. (Oya... $) Aye! we are deprived altogether”, 
68. (ox... MT Do you behold the water which you drink. 
mr ERE ie a 
384. i. e., on the top of it ; to fill their cup of misery. 
385. (for the first time, as you admit, out of nothing). 


386. (the truth of resurrection), 
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387. i. e., the seed. 

388. (out of it). 

389. i. e., man. 

390. (of man therefrom). 


391. (and its appointed time). The purport of this passage and the pre- 
ceding one is : We are the sole Creator, Preserver and Destroyer. On the universality 
and inevitability of death compare the observations of Seneca, the noted Roman 
philosopher —‘To suffer death is but the law of nature, and it is a great comfort 
that it can be done but once. In the very convulsions of it we have this consolation, 
that our pain is near an end, and that it frees us from all miseries of life. ... What 
Providence has made a necessity human prudence should comply with cheerfully. 
As there is a necessity of death, so that necessity is equal and invincible.’ 

392. (in Our Purpose) i. e., none can frustrate Divine decrees. Death is 
not in the nature of punishment; it is not the result of some initial disobedience on 
the part of man. Itis a cardinal condition of existence. This lends no support 
whatever to the Biblical conception of death, that it is the result of an act of disobe- ` 
dience, ‘But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil thou shalt not eat of it: 
for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.’ (Ge. 2: 17). ‘Wherefore, 
as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed 
upon all men, for that all have sinned.’ (Ro. 5: 12). ‘For the wages of sin 
is death.” (Ro. 6: 23) ‘And sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death.’ 
(Ja. 1: 15). See also P. IV. n. 288. 


393. i.e., We are able to replace you by other human beings and to trans- 
figure you into something strange. 


394, (by Our act of Creation). 

395. (and conclude thereby that We are able to produce by resuscitation.) 

396. i.e., the causer of its growth. It is God who is the Grower of all that 
grows on earth, and there are no goddesses of corns and harvests, such as Ceres, 
Damaetas, Parsephane or Proserpine, 

397. (at what had befallen you in respect of your seed-produce; and 
exclaiming——). 

398. .;. literally is ‘shackled, or burdened with debt.’ 


399. (ofthe fruit of our la^our and time bestowed on the cultivation). i, e 
unfortunate wretches, devoid of good and prosperity. 


* 


www.besturdubooks.wordpress.com 


LVI. Strat-ul-Waqiah 315 


e 32932277 AM 


o0» 21$ $35 GE Ree S25 AT gd oe AH Fah 

Ges 35 @ GPE CAAT GIES 2b LET ok saaubaasa 
tyre e 35 » c Ino AS & ested Es $155 
3) E 3545 ded Gr EUS dant o1 9 E 
Ogee Sacis Hao AU c5 o3 doa à ox Sc 
NIS OES oe see cab Seo p 


du 


69. (5353... gil.) Is it you who sends it down from the rain-cloud, or 
are We the sender down ? 

70. (oy Se... 18 3) If We willed, We would surely make it brackish. 
Why do you not give thanks ? 

71. (öss... e) Do you behold the fire you strike out? ? 

72. (oyuM... e Is it you who produce the tree thereof, or are We 
the Producer?! ? 

73. (as. .. o£) Wel it is We Who made it a reminder*?, and a 


provision for the campers tb; 


74. (cient ec) So hallow thou?" the name of thy Lord, the Mighty. 
SECTION 3 


75. (p)... W) 1 swear*® by the setting of the stars—— 

76. (ee ... 4) and that is a mighty oath, if you but knew—— 

77. (œ$ ... 4!) that it is an honoured Recitation'"*, 

78. (gy... 9) in a Book well-guarded??, 

79. (0944)... Y) Which none can touch except the purified’, 

80. (o... 3) It is a revelation from the Lord of the worlds. 

81. (öy. . 39!) Is this the discourse that you hold so lightly’ ? 

82. (oS... Odes) And make jt your provision*!? that you should 
deny it? 

83. (e gales! ... Yl) Wherefore then, when the sou/ comes up to the 
wind-pipe—— 

84. (os... e) and you are looking on'!!, 


400. Thechief primitive methods of fire-making are frictional and percussive, 
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‘Among barbarous people of to-day the frictional is the most used... . In Borneo, 
Sumatra, and part of Eastern Asia, fire is occassionally made by striking together 
two pieces of split bamboo.’ (ERE. VI. pp. 26, 27). See also P. XXIII. n. 138. 

401. (and is there amy such thing as a fire-god or fire-deity ?) See also 
P. XXIIL n. 138. 

402. (to put in the minds of men the fire of Hell, and also to poínt out that 
fire is not to be taken as an object of worship). ‘In the ancient Jewish religion and 
many others fire is the means whereby offerings are transmitted to the deity or to 
departed souls as among the Greeks. In many cases fire itself is worshipped, and 
often the worship of the sun can scarcely be distinguished from that of fire. The 
ancient Mexicans had a fire-god Xiubenctli . . . . Among more civilized people the 
ancient Assyrians, Chaldeans, and Phoenicians practised fire worship . . . . Among 
the ancient Aryans, if we use so indefinite a term, Agni (Latin ignnis) was the chief 
god. Even to-day fire-worship is a notable feature of Hinduism, ... . and is the 
dominant factor in the religion of the Zoroastrians or Parsees.’ (EBr. IX. p. 263). 
‘The god Agni is the most perfect instance of a divinized personification of fire, He 
is the giver of immortality, and purges from sin. After death he burns away the 
guilt of body and carries the immortal part to heaven.... Whereas the worship of 
Agni and the ancient ritual has degenerated in Hinduism, the modern Parsees 
practise a very conservative form of the ancient fire-ritual.! (ERE. VI. pp. 29, 30). 


403. (and travellers in particular, and to mankind in general). ‘A fire, or 
light, or beacon in many places directs a traveller on the way. Lighthouses at 
sea and beacons in modern aerodromes serve the same purpose for mariners and 
airmen,’ (AYA). 

404. (O Prophet !). 

405, j'7 does not convey a negative meaning. ‘In accordance with a 
curious idiom of the language, whereby an oath or execration seems to be regarded 
as a virtual negation, the negative particle may be omitted in denial by oath, and, 
on the contrary, be inserted in affirmation.” (WGAL. IL p. 305) An oath 
when uttered by God means His calling to witness some of the great and special 
objects of His creation. 

406. ‘Through all the vicissitudes of thirteen hundred years’ , observes a 
Christian scholar of twentieth century, ‘the Koran has remained the sacred book of 
all the Turks and Persians and of nearly a quarter of the population of India. 
Surely such a book deserves ‘to be widely read in the West, more specially in these 
days when space and time have been almost annihilated by modern invention, and 
when public interest embraces the whole world. (Sir Denison Ross in Sale's 
Translation of the Koran, Intro. p. VII). 
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407. i. e. the original of which is preserved from the touch of impure hands. 


408. i. e., the angels of God; free from all taint of sin. The phrase has also 
been held to mean : *None shall attain to the knowledge of its true meanings except 
those who have purified themselves from the filth of corrupt conduct, and ignorance 
and acts of disobedience.' (LL). 


409. (and reject, O infidels !). 
410. Or, in English idiom, *make it your daily bread.' 
411. (as pitying and sympathising onlookers of the dying person). 
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85. (55.7....0€,) We are nigher to him than you are'!?, but you 
behold not!??, 


86. (m2... Y8) Wherefore then, if you are not to be requited*#4, 

87. (di... W,-7) Can you cause it! not to return’, if you say 
5ooth^"? ? 

88. (um... Lb) Thenf*? if he be of the brought-nigh't* 

89. (e... gs) For him shall be repose! and fragrance‘? and a 
Garden of Delight. 

90. (odi... ts) And if he be of the fellows on the right hand‘. 

91, (odl... els) then!? ; peace unto thee, for thou art of those on 
the right hand. 

82. (cy) a . . ly) And if he be of the rejectors, the erring, 

93. (. 

94. (x ilas) and roasting in a Blaze. 

95. (cal... ol) Verily this! this is the very truth. 

96. (ghe. i. gi) So hallow thou*?* the name of thy Lord, the Mighty. 


a>.. , Jg) then, an entertainment of the boiling water, 


412. i. e., We in Our all-encompassing, all pervading knowledge, are more 
aware of his true condition than you, mere then, can possibly be. 


413. i.e., are not even aware of Our close proximity. 

414. (for your deeds). i. e., if final Requital is not to take place. 

415. í. e., the departing soul. 

416. (into the body). 

417. i. e., if you are right in respect of yout denial of the Resurrection. The 


purport is : if there is to be no Resurrection of the dead, as you maintain with such 
vehemence, and which implies that you ate able to prevent God from resuscitating 
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souls, then cause the soul of the dying person, on whose account you are so anxious, 
to return into his body; for you may do that more easily than avoid the 


resurrection. 
418. i.e. to sum up. 
419. See n. 360 above, 
420. Or ‘evening breeze’. 
42]. See n. 301 above. 
422. See n. 356 above. 
423, Thus he will be greeted. 
424. (O Prophet !). 
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Surat-ul-Hadid 


The Iron. LVII 
(Madinian, 4 Sections and 29 Verses) 
In the name of Allah, the Compassionate, the Merciful. 
SECTION 1 


1. (Se)... @) Hallows Allah whatsoever isin the heavens and the 
earth!*5, and He is the Mighty, the Wise. 


2. (z... 4) His is the dominion of the heavens and the earths; 
He gives life and causes death ; and He is Potent over everything. 


3. (de... a) He is the First?" and the Last'*^, and the Evident‘? 
and the Imminent*!? and He is the Knower of everything. 
ec to RIGEN OBEDIRE E RN 
425. (in its own language). 


426. He is their sole Creator and Ruler, and there are no such absurd things 
as heaven-gods or earth-deities. 


427. i. e. Prior to every other existing entity; the Eternal; without 
beginning. 
428. i.e., surviving all existing entities; the Everlasting; without end. 


429. i. e., Self-evident in respect of the fact of His existence. (Th) Or, 
Manifest in regard to His attributes, 


430. i. e., subtle in respect of the nature of His existence. (Th). Or, Trans- 
cendent in regard to His person. 
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4 (nm .. Gila) He it is Who created** the heavens and the earth in 
six days!31- A ; then he established Himself on the Throne***, He knows**? whatso- 
ever plunges into the earth*?*, and whatsoever comes forth therefrom**®, and what- 
soever descends from the heaven**6 and whatsoever ascends thereto*?? ; and He 
is with you*** wheresoever you be*#*, And Allah is Beholder of whatever you do. 

5. (093 ...4) His is the dominion of the heavens and the earth, and 
to Allah will a// affairs*** be brought back, 

6. (5... ea) He plunges the night into the day, and plunges the 
day into the night***, and He is the Knower of whatsoever is in the breasts. 

7. (u$...) Believe in Allah and His messenger and spend of that 
whereof He has made you successors tof, Those of you who believe and 
. spend—theirs shall be a great waget“, 

8. (ue... Mes) And why is it that yout believe not in Allah*te 
whereas the messenger *'" is calling you to believe in your Lord, and He has 
already taken your bond'*5, if you are going to be believers? 

9. (en... Gilly) He it is Who't'* sends down to His bondman'*? clear 
signs‘®! that hetst may bring you fcrth from darkness'** into the light**4, and 
verily Allah is to you Tender, Mercifut. 


431. (out of nothing). ‘See P. VIII n. 483. 

431-A. See P. VIIL n. 484. 

432. See P. VIII. n. 485. 

433. Although He Himself is only partly known. His own !:nowledge is not 
in the least degree imperfect. His knowledge is absolutely perfect and all- 
encompassing. 

434. Such as rain-water. 

435. Such as plants. 

436. Such as Divine Commandments. 

437. Such as human actions. 
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438. (in His permeating knowledge and awareness). 

439. (and in whatsoever condition of existence). He is independent of all 
conditions of space and Time. Speaking of the modern desert Arabs, observes T. E. 
Lawrence :—* .. . . Just heaven above and unspotted earth beneath; and the only 
refuge and rhythm of their being is in God . . . . He alone is great, and yet there is a 
homeliness, and every-day-ness of this Arab God who rules their eating, their fight- 
ing and their lusting ; and is their commonest thought, and companion . . .. He is 
the commonest of their words.’ (cited by Doughty, Travels in Arabia Deserta 1.p.23). 

440, Whether material or spiritual, 

44]. (for disposal and judgement). 

442. See P. III. n. 327. 

443, Notice the essential impermanence of wealth implied in the words 
“successors to,’ All wealth really belongs to God ; men are only stewards as trustees 
suceeding one another, 

444. (in the Hereafter). 

445. (O infidels !). 

446. i.e., in His Religion. 

447. (whose veracity is fully admitted by you). 

448. (in the begining of Creation). So that the stronger arguments and 
motives for believing in Him are ingrained in your nature. See P, IX, n. 280. 

449, (out of His solicitude), 

450. i.e,the Prophet Muhammad. See P. I. n, 98, 

451. Or ‘revelations’. 

452. — —that special and final envoy of God — — 

453. (ofinfidelity and unbelief). 

454. (of faith and belief). 
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10. GG... E) And how is it that you spend not in the cause of 
Allah when Allah's shall be the inheritance of the heavens and the earth*^5 ? 
Those of you*** who spent and fought!" before the victory*** shall not be held 
equal**, They are greater in rank than those who spent and fought*® afterwards ; 
unto each*® Allah has promised good'*? ; and He is Aware of whatsoever you 
do. 


SECTION 2 

11. lS.. . œ) Who is he that will lend Allah a goodly loan!**, so 
that He may multiply it‘ for him ? and his will be an honourable wages, 

12. (gh)... e») Mention the Day whereon thou'** shalt see the 
believing men and women, their light**" running before them**! and on their right 
hands**? ; glad tidings to you To-day: Gardens with running water beneath them, 
they wi// abide therein, That; itis a mighty achievement. 


455. (when all else will die and He Alone will live). 

456. (O new converts to Islam !). 

457. (in defence of faith). 

458. i e., before the conquest of Makka. 

459. (with those who will contribute and fight for the same afterwards), 
460. (for the propagation of the faith). 

461: i.e., both the former and the latter. 

462. (according to the merits). 

463, See P. IL nn. 627, 628, 

464. i.e., increase its reward in quantity, 

465. (in quality). 

466. (O Prophet). 

467. Symbolic of their true faith, 

468. (and leading them on the right way to Paradise). 

469. This light will emanate from the book wherein their actions ate recorded 
and which they will hold in their right hand, 


www.besturdubooks.wordpress.com 


324 Part. XXVII 


2 UHR 
"Jc. KES, ROAN ALCS Ge sue es LSS 223 LLU" ol 

^ 79IIL 9 7 gin oce ED ^» aAA s% 2 
ee SES at a G Besa Ke SES ONS FUA? PTS 


m "ct Ae oe SERIE me. ASA LA dioit 
Va 90 


OF Gs EE Fe ACCES "4 L 24 94 dA c? o» gU zi leat o pL 
ol Eos LS Lg COE Joi oa dst Ge URE Sr ax 
ped EG 58 T ‘ KE 99 G9, 5 7 


sed pes nS» 


13. (l... ex) It shall be the Day whereon the hypocrites, men and 
women*'?, will say*'! to the faithful*'? : wait for us*?! that we may borrow some 
light from you. 1t will be said: go back and seek a light e/sewhere. A high 
wall, will then be set up between them*'*, wherein wi// be a door, of which the 
inside has mercy and the outside of which is toward the torment. 

14. (s3 Al... ecol) They''5 will call to them: have we not been with 
yout? They will say: yes!" : but you tempted your souls*** and you waited'!* 
and you doubted'*? and your, vain desires beguiled you until there came the 
affair of Allah**!, and in respect of Allah the beguilerf*? beguiled you. 

15. (yall... e330) To-day therefore will no ransom be accepted of 
you, nor of those who openly disbelieved ; your abode is the Fire ; that*®’ is your 
companion‘***-4, a hapless destination. 

16. re ... 4M) Is not the time yet come** for those who believet®®, 
that their hearts should humble themselves*** to Allah's admonition and to the 
truth which has been revealed*®’, and that they do not become as those who 
were given the Book before*®*, and the time'** was extended to them, and so 
their hearts were hardened**?? And many of them were ungoadly*?!. 


470. (who resembled only outwardly the Muslims in this world). 
471. (in utter anguish, realising the hopelessness of their position). 
472. (who will be hastening to Paradise with extreme swiftness). 
473. V, i! is here synonymous with Vs) (LL). 

474. i.e., between the believers and hypocrites. 

475. i.e., the hypocrites. 

476. (in the world, O believers !). 

477. i. e., outwardly you certainly were with us. 

478. (by your hypocrisy). 

479. (for our ruin). 
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480. (in respect of Islam). 

481. (and you died). 

482. i. e., the arch-deceivet ; the Devil. 

483. Hell-fire, not the Muslims. 

483-A. (and is fitting for you). i 

484. The alif ! hete denotes the dzeming of a thing slow or hardy. (LL) 

485. (and yet are not perfectly obedient). 

486. (and became perfectly obedient). 

487. (from Him). 

488. (but who remained ignoring and defying its teachings, e. g., the 
Christians and the Jews). 

489. (of their wilful defiance and persistent disobedience). 

490. So they did not repent, and from mere sinners, if course of time, 
became actual unbelievers. 

491. (so this day). jb is here used in the sense of s& (Th). 
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17. (5949... Lyall) Know that Allah. quickens the earth after its 
deatht?, Surely We have propounded to you the signs‘®: that heply you may 
reflect. 

18. (eS. .. ò) Verily the alms-giving men and women —-— and they 
are lending a goodly loan to Allah —— it shall be multiplied for them and theirs ` 
shall be an honourable wage, 

19. (al... ells) And those who believe in Allah and His messen- 
gerst”, — they are the saints and martyrs in the sight of their Lord*®*: theirs 
shall be their fu// wage?" and their lightf**, And those who bisbelieved and 
belied Our signs —— they shall be the fellows of the Blaze. 


492. So He can easily revive a hardened heart after the sinner has duly 
repented. 

493. (and examples of Divine laws of governance). 

494. (in quality, besides being increased in quantity). 

495. (and their actions perfectly conform to their belief). 

496. i. e., are equal in merit with the actual saints and martyrs. 

497. (in Paradise). 

498. (on the Judgement Day). 
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SECTION 3 


20. (Al... 1446!) Know that the life of this world'*? is but a sport 
and a play®®®, and an adornment and a self-glorification among you and a rivalry 
in riches and children®™. /f is as*9? the vegetation after rains the growth of 
which pleases the husbandmen, then it withers and thou seest it becoming 
yellow, then it becomes chaff*9?, And in the Hereafter®™ there is both a grievous 
torment" and forgiveness from Allah and His pleasure?*; and the life of this 
world*?* is but a vain bauble*95, 

21, (QJ. .. Sal) Strive with one another in hastening towards for- 
giveness from your Lord and towards a Garden of which the width is as the width 
of the heavens and the earth*'*?, prepared for those who believe in Allah and His 
messengers. This*?° is the grace of Allah! He vouchsafes it to whomsoever He 
will ; and Allah is the Owner of mighty grace. 

22. (eo...) Naught of affliction befalls the earth or your persons 
but it is inscribed in the Book5!!, even before We have created them*!?. Verily 
that®!3 is easy with Allah®4 l 

23. Gy9... X) This is announced lest you feel sorry915 for what, you 
miss, or exult over what He has vouchsafed to you. And Allah loves not any 
vainglorious boaster*1 —— 

24. (i...) they who are niggardly®” and*i* enjoin others to be 
niggardly. And whosoever turns away", then verily Allah! He is the Self- 
Sufficient52°, the Praiseworthy5?1, 

NERONE TUNES UEM 

499. (in comparison with the life Hereafter). 

500. See P. VIL. nn. 344—346. 

501. The three aspects of the worldly life mentioned here correspond broadly 
with the three periods of man’s life. As a boy he is enamoured of sport and play, in 
adult age he is seized with feelings of self-display, and in old age he is dominated by 
pride of wealth and offspring. 
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502. 
503. 


Part XXVII 


i. e., comparable in the ephemeral nature of these worldly aims. 
Compare the NT ;—'Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, 


where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal: but 
lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, 
and where thieves do not break through nor steal. (Mt. 6 : 19, 20). 


504. 
505. 
506. 
507. 


508. 


509. 


510, 


511. 
512. 


Which alone is real, substantial, and worth striving after. 

This is for those who covet the life of this world. 

This is for those who aim at the life of the Hereafter. 

(with all its snares and delusions). 

See P. IV. n. 417. 

So unimaginable is its vastness ! 

(forgiveness). 

(of Divine decrees). 

i.e, persons, The verb | z relates both to substances and accidents, 


The pronoun l» may therefore also refer instead of äl to Gost or isas, In this 
case, the rendering would be ‘it’, not *them.' 


513. 
514. 
knowledge. 
515. 
516. 
517. 
518, 
519. 
520. 
521. 


(the All-Knowing; the Omniscient). 
i.e. the pre-ordaining of every affair, great or small, in His fore- 


(excessively and immoderately). 

(desiring honour for himself and refusing it to others). 

(in the cause of God). 

——-to add to their guilt —— 

(from the religion of God, and specially from spending in His cause). 
i. e., needing the support of none. 

i. e., Perfect in all attributes. 
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25. (x55...) Assuredly We sent Our messengers*?? with evidences 
and We sent down with them the Book®2? and"?! the balance"? that the people 
might observe equity*?6, And We sent down??? jron®2?-4 jn which is great violence52t 
and a/so advantages to mankind®®, and that Allah may know him who succoures 
Allah*?*, unseen®?1, and His messengers. Verily Allah is Strong, Mighty®*3. 


SECTION 4 
26. (5315... 335) Assuredly We sent Nūh and Ibrahim, and placed in 
the posterity of the twain the prophethood and the Bock.®** Then of them are 
some guided ones, and many of them are ungodly. 


522. (to different peoples). 
523. i. e., Divine Books in general. 
524. (therein). i. e., in the Book. 


525. i.e., rule of justice; Divine injunction of justice and equity between 
man and man; well-balanced polity. 


526, (and justice towards each other and towards God), Or ‘social justice.” 
527. i. e., taught the use of. 


527-A. Sending down. of iron may well allude the earliest form of the 
meta]—— its meteoric origin——before it could be obtained from its ores. 
(war weapons, instruments and arms being generally made thereof). The 


all-important character of this metal in modern civilization is too obvious to need 
any comment, w+» is not only ‘iron’ but also ‘like iron is hardness’, so that the 


word may also connote political power and military supremacy. 


529. So that peace and order could be enforced and maintained by means 
thereof. 


530. (by fighting in His cause). 
531. (out of pure conviction of heart). 


532. (needing the support and succour of nobody). So it is not to do Him 
any good but for our own benefit that we are asked to take up arms in the cause of 
faith and religion. 


533. Prophethood has been the special gift of the race of Noah and Abraham. 
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27. (o... &) And thereafter We caused Our messengers to follow 
in their footsteps, and We caused 'isa5*!, son of Maryam, to follow them, and We 
vouchsafed to him the injili", and We placed in the hearts of those who truly 
followed him®*, tenderness and compassion. And asceticism*?", We did not 
prescribe it for them538 ; they5?? innovated it®°, only seeking Allah's goodwill5t, 
but they tended it not with the tendence due to it". So We vouchsafed to such 
of them** as believed**t their wage ; and many of them are ungodly". 

28. (era. . gill yb) O believers***! fear Allah®7 and believe in His 
messenger“, He will vouchsafe to you twofold portions of His mercy5*? and will 
assign to you a light"? with which you will walk®, and He will forgive you5't, 
And Allah is Forgiving, Merciful. 

29. (dis ... X) This He will award that the people of the Book**? 
may know*** that they control naught of the grace of Allah®55, and that the grace 
is in Allah's hand. He vouchsafes it to whom He will, and Allah is the Owner 
of mighty grace. 


hen  —À ——À——————É————————ÁBMÓÁÉMMÀ—MM À—nÓ—Ó 


534. (the last of the prophets before Islam). 

535. See P. III. n. 215. 

536. (in the life-time), i.e. his real and true disciples, not the so-called 
Christians. Mark the implication of using the phrase ^ 3 yal instead of the 
single word glali, 

537. Or, monasticism ‘or monkery.' i) bj g aad be Je Gita) (Rgh). 
The word includes all forms of detaching oneself from mankind, specially state of 
celibacy. 

538. i.e, the early converts to Christianity. ‘Nearly two thousand years 
ago Saint Paul formulated his ascetic sexual ideal. He glorified the emasculated 
asexual man and the anaesthetic woman. He unfurled a metaphoric banner for 
Christianity to march behind, on which the main emblazened and sanctified feature 
was the repression of all sexual desires or appetite.’ (Scott, Sex Life of Man and 
Woman, p. 62). In a wider sense, the word ‘they’ may refer to all those who hold 
Brahmcharya Sannyás and other forms of celibate life holy and sacred. 
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539. (for their spiritual benefit under the influence of false doctrines). In the 
Christian Church there was from the earliest age a leaning to excessive asceticism .... 
One and all of the permanent institutions of society were condemned by the early 
enthusiasts.” (EBr. IL p. 720, 11th, Ed.). ‘The ascetic principle early made way for 
itself in the development of the Christian Church’ (ERE. p. 74). ‘Almost from the 
very commencement of Christianity ascetics are mentioned’ as persons ‘pre-eminent 
in the Christian community for self-denial and sanctity.” (DCA. II. p. 1219). 

540. Islam, unlike Christian and many pagan philosophies, does not base its 
system of religio-moral perfection on the conception of the wickedness and sinfulness 
of the human body ; and the law of Islam does not repudiate the earthly life in toto 
as intrinsically impure. It does not demand the suppression of fleshly impulses ; it 
only requires that they should be curbed and controlled in accordance with the 
norm supplied by itself. Celibacy on a large scale is designed to defeat the very 
aim and purpose of nature——tue replenishment of the earth. 

541. i.e. the primary motive of the first ascetics was to earn God’s-will. ‘It 
was prompted by a passionate longing to fly from the world to escape not merely 
the fury of the Decian or Diocletian persecutions but the contaminations of the 
surrounding heathenism.’ (DCA. I. p. 770). 

542. ‘With the passing, of concubine, the nuns in the convents provided the 
*holy men" with the means of satisfying their sexual cravings (Scott, History of 
Prostitution, p. 112). ‘Asceticism gave to sex an extravagantly important position, 
and the unhappy twist which the cult of celibacy gave to European morals was the 
natural result. There grew up a new hypocrisy, such as the old world had not 
troubled to practise, and at the same time the extravagant licence of medieval 
literature, and the squalor and degradation which have since then surrounded and 
accompanied prostitution (UHW. L p. 381). The outstanding features of these 
monasteries were ‘that they absorbed lands which would have been more useful in the 
hands of the private owners, that they withdrew men from a life of active usefulness, 
and too often made them lazy and worthless. (IV. p. 2627). ‘The rich endow- 
ments granted by kings had brought with them, as was inevitable, the seeds of 
luxury and self-indulgence, and the very popularity of the “religious” life often gave 
occasion to unreality in professing it? (DCA. I. p. 191) 

543. (living at the time of the advent of Islam). 

544. (in the holy Prophet, and adopted the law of Islam as their own code 
of conduct). 

545. i.e. wedded to false doctrines and unhealthy practices. -This (ascetic) 
ideal has dominated the whole sexual outlook of Western civilization from that day 
to this .\... The ethics, prejudices and taboos imposed by Saint Pauland his. 
associates solidified and extended through the centuries of the Christian dispensation, 
have flourished.’ (Scott,, Sex Life and Man and Woman, p. 62). 
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546. (in the Message of Jesus Christ). 

547. (in seriously considering the claims of the Quràn. and do not allow 
yourselves to be led away by pride and prejudice). 

548. i.e., the Prophet Muhammad. 

549. (one as a recompense for your believing in Islam, and the other as a 
recompense for your believing in your own former prophets). 

550. (as your constant companion), 

551. (on the path of righteousness and piety in this world, and on the road 
to Paradise in thé Hereafter). 

552. (your past acts of impiety and infidelity). 

553. Who presumed on their being the chosen of God. 

554. (On the Judgement Day). 

555. (and that without the true faith they counted for nothing). 
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PART XXVIII 


Sirat-ul-Mujadalah 
She Who Pleaded. LVIII 


(Madinian, 3 Sections and 22 verses) 
In the name of Allah, the Compassionate, the Merciful. 
SECTION 1 
1. (sm... ai) Sutely has Allah heatd the saying of her who pleaded 


With thee! concerning her husband and made her plaint to Allah?, and Allah hag 
heard your mutual conversation. Verily Allah is Hearing’, Beholding*. 


2. (È... oll) As to those among you who put away their wives by 
pronouncing zihár* —-— their mothers they are not®. Their mothers are only those 
who gave them birth; and they! utter a word disteputable and false*. Verily 
Allah is Pardoning, Forgiving’. l 


1. (O Prophet!). The allusion is to Khüla, the wife of Aus bin Samit, 
Her husband, in a fit of tage, divorced her by using an old formula of the pagan 
Arabs, viz. ‘Thou art to me as the back of my mother.’ She came to the holy 
Prophet asking his decision. He, in the absence of any revelation on the subject, 
ordered a separation. Thereupon she went away dissatified. 

2. i.e. gave vent to her deep sense of grief and distress—she had small 
childten—before God, 

3. So He hears the cry of everyone. 

4. So He notices the plight of everyone, and hastens to relieve him of the 
distress, 
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5. See P. XXL n. 397. Zihar ‘consists in the husband expressing his 
dissatisfaction by comparing his wife to the back of his mother or some other 
female relative within prohibited degrees of marriage.’ Such imiprecation, in Islam, 
*has not the effect of a divorce, but only makes the husband liable to make 
atonement (Kaffarata, 2ju$) for his improper behaviour.’ (Abdul Rahim, op. cil., 
p. 338). 

6. Neither it! law nor in fact. 

7. L e., the Arab pagans. 

8. (in attributing motherhood to such wives), i. e., they use words both 
iniquitous and untrue. 

9. (to those who recant these superstitions). 
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3. (>...) Those who put away their wives by pronouncing 
žihār and thereafter would retract what they have said'?, then upon them* is the 
freeing of a slave!? before they touch each other!?, You are exhorted to thatit; 
and Allah is Aware of whatsoever you do}. 


4. (g! ... os) And whoso does not find a slava to free, on him is the 
fasting for two months consecutively before they touch each other, and on him 
who is unable fo do so is the feeding of sixty indigent ones. That is in order 
thatë you may believe in Allah and His messenger". These are the 
ordinances cf Allah, and for the infidels?? is an afflictive chastisement. 


5. (ee .. gA 9) Verily those who oppose Allah and His messenger 
shall be abased!* even as those before them were abased??; and surely We have 
sent down manifest signs?*. And for the infidels is an ignominious chastisement. 

6. (ug... ey) On the Day when Allah will raise them all together 
and declare to them what they have worked??, Allah has taken count thereof, 
while they forget it. And Allah is a Witness over everything. 


10. i.e. seek to undo the effect of their rash and unseemly pronouncement, 
11, (for the expiation of their sin). 


12. (male or female), Note that the husband is here penalised to safeguard 
the woman’s rights, 


13, (in the way of conjugal life). 

14. i. e., you are sought to be cleansed by means of the penalty prescribed, 
The penalty is imposed in order that the husband may show his repentance and his 
repudiation of iniquity and untruth. 

15. He knows well whether you act or not up to His commandments, 


16. (—+in addition to othet reasons——). 
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17. i.e., may come to believe the more perfectly by discarding all pagan 
superstitions, 

18. Who deny and defy these Divine ordinances, 

19, (and punished, by their being overcome). 

20. (and punished in this world for their opposing the former prophets), 


2l. (and clear commandments, defiance of which must naturally lead tà 
severe chastisement), 


22. (and when the true inwardness of conduct in life shall be apparent te 
us). 
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SECTION 2 


7. (qe...) Hast thou not seen that Allah knows whatsoever is in 
the heavens and Wiateneysr is in the earth??? There is no whispering among 
three but He is their fourth. nor among five but He is their sixth, nor fewer nor 
more, but He* is with them wheresoever they may be. And thereafter He will 
declare to them, on the Day of Judgment what they have worked. Verily Allah 
is the Knower of everything. 

8. (44...) Hast thou not seen those? who were forbidden 
whispering!*, and they returned afterwards to what they had been forbidden ? 
And they whisper among themselves of sin, and transgression and disobedience 
to the messenger. And when they?” come to thee, they do not greet thee with 
that with which Allah greets thee®®, and say?? within themselves: why does Allah 
not punish*? us for what we utter? Sufficient unto them is Hell, wherein they 
will roast, a hapless destination ! 

9. (05,22 . . sal! V) O believers! when you whisper together*!, do not 
whisper’? of sin and transgression and disobedience to the messenger, but 
whisper for virtue and plety?. And fear Allah unto Whom you will be gathered. 

10. (5,231... v!) Whispering** is only from Satan™ that he% may 
grieve the believers; and he cannot harm them at all save with the leave of 

Allah*'. So in Allah let the faithful trust?é, 


ub pianos 


23. (O Prophet!) The allusion is to the Jews and Madinian hypocrites, 
who conspired together to talk in whispers among themselves when in the presence 
of the holy Prophet and at the sight of the believers. 

24. The Omnipresent. 

25. ie. the Madinian Jews and hypocrites, O Prophet! 

26. (among themselves in a way provocative to the Muslims). 

27. i.e. the Jews with their characteristic malice, 
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28. i.e., they salute thee with mischievous and provocative forms of address, 
These enemies by twisting their words used polite forms of salutations only outward- 
ly but really gave vent to their spite, 

29. (in derisive enjoyment of their trick). 

30. (here and now). 

31.. Which is usually done with the motives of fear and distrust. 

32. (like the Jews and the hyprocrites). 

33. i, e, with good and virtuous motives, such as modesty and self- 
renunciation, 

34, (of the infidels). 

35. i.e., proceeds only at his suggestion. 

36. (merely from his devilish nature). 

37. (in accordance with His universal scheme). The devil in Islam is not a 
sort of a second God, a God of evil; he is absolutely powerless, like the rest of His 
creatures. God's Will alone is supreme. 

38. Let the believers be consoled with this thought, and let them not be 
disturbed with the cavils of the devil, 
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11. (ae. . 3l gt) O believers! when itis said to you: make room in 
your assemblies??, then make room'* ; Allah will make room for you*t. And when 
it is said!* : rise up, then rise up. Allah will exait, in degree**, those of you 
who believe and those who are endowed with knowledge. Allah is Aware of 
whatsoever you work. 

12. (aro s oll VV) O believers! when you come to the messenger'* 
for private consultation, offer alms'* before your whispering*'. That is better for 
you and purer*.. Then if you do not find the wherewitha/®, Allah is Forgiving, 
Merciful**. 

13. (4... pu) Do you shrink at your spending something in 
charity before your whispering®!? Then, when you could not do it, and Allah 
relented towards you*?, establish prayer and pay the poor-rate, and obey Allah 
and His messenger?. And Allah is Aware of what you do. 

SECTION 3 


14. (ous... 0 Dost thou not see* those who take for friends a 
people with whom Allah is angered**? They are neither of you nor of them*¢, 
and they swear to a lie while they know.*' 


39. i.e, in the assemblies of the Prophet, 

40. (willingly so, and do not press and crowd upon the. Prophet). 
4l. (in Paradise). 

42. (to you by the Prophet). 

43. (all the more). 

44. (for acting on this ordinance). 

45. (thinking that you have a special case for his private audience). 
46. (to the poor), 

47. (as a mark of your sincerity and your respect for him). 

48. i.e., a good way expiating your sins. 

49. (und yet are in need of having a private discourse with the prophet). 
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50. So in case of the destitute believers He does away with this prerequisite. 
51. (with the Prophet, lest it should impoverish you). 


52. (and abrogated the command altogether). The command remained in 
force for a very little while. 


53. (as usual, in all other matters). 
54. (O Prophet !). 
55. i. e., the hypocrites. 


56. The hypocrites could not be called wholly infidels, outwardly being 
Muslims ; nor could they be called Muslims, being unbelievers at heart. 


57. i.e., they solemnly affirm and profess Islam while in their hearts they 
disbelieve. 
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15. (dyke... à uel) Allah has prepared for thema grievous torment; 
verily vile is what they have been working®®. j 

16. (ae... 1331) They have taken their oaths? asa shield®, and® 
they have hindered others from the way cf Allah, and theirs shall be a debasing 
torment. 

17. (sake ... J) Their riches or their progeny® will not avail them 
against Allah at all. They are the fellows of the Fire; there they shall 
abide. a 

18. (6930! .. . ex) This will happen on a Day when Allah will raise all 
together ; then® they will swear to Allah", as they swear to you today; imagin- 
ing that they rest upon aught$*. Lo! verily they are the liars. 

19. (os Ai . 3j!) Satan has overpowered them and has caused them 
to forget the remembrance of Allah**. These are the band of Satan. Lol 
verily it is the band of Satan that shall be the losers. 

20. (ql 31... gal ol) Verily those who resist Allah and His messenger, 
they are*? among the lowest. 


58. i.e. their infidelity and hypocrisy. 
59, (so perfidious in intention). 


60. i.e., a screen for their misdeeds, trusting that no Muslim could harm 
them after their false affirmation of Islam. 


61. (—-—to add to their sins——). 

62. (of both of which they are so boastful). 

63. (before they have fully realised the Truth). 

64. (accustomed as they are by their life habit to putting forward false 
oaths and excuses). 

65. i.e., imagining that they rest upon something substantial, which will 
save them. 

66. (by disregarding His commandments). 

67. (in the estimation of God). 

68. (in His Book of Eternal Decrees). 
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21. (z$... 5) Allah has prescribed: Surely | will overcome®; | and 
My messengers”, Verily Allah is Strong, Mighty”. 

22. (o5J41...4€Y) Thou shalt not find a people who believe” in 
Allah. and the last Day befriending those who oppose Allah and His messenger, 
even though they be their fathers or their sons er their brethren or. their kindred. 
These | He has inscribed faith on their hearts’? and has strengthened them with 
a spirit from Him?*; and'5 He shall make them enter Gardens whereunder rivers 
flow as abiders therein. Well pleased is Allah with them, and well-pleased are 
they with Him; these are Allah's band. Lo ! verily itis Allah's band that are the 


blíssful. 


€ ^, EAN ee 


T0» 


69. The Irresistible is to overpower all opposition and is not to be over. 
powered by any opposition, howsoever ingeniously engineered. 

70. (and so also those who are the true followers of these apostles). 

71. i. e., Able to effect His will. 

72. (fully and unwaveringly, O Prophet !). 

73. (in this world). 

74. i.e., has fortified them with a special degres.of fortitude. 


75, (in the Hereafter). 
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Sürat-ul-Hashr 


The Gathering. LIX 
(Madinian, 3 Sections and 24 Verses) 
Ih the name of Allah, the Compassionate, the Merciful. 
SECTION 1 

4. (« GJ, ab uw) ‘Whatsoever is In the heavens and whatsoever is In 
the earth baliows Allah, and He is the Mighty", the Wise”. 

2. (ja... uil) He it is Who drove forth? the people of the Book 
who disbelieved*? from their homes® at the first meeting?. You did not 
imagine?’ that they would go forth**; and they imagined*5 that their strongholds 
would defend them against Allah?**. Then Allah came upon them!” from whence 
they reckoned nct5, cast terror in their hearts so that they made their houses 
desolate by their own hands'? as well as hands of the faithful. Take warning*^, 
therefore, Ô you with eyes! 

76. Whether consciously or unconsciously. 

77. Who can enforce His Will in all circumstances. 

78. Who can work His Scheme in a way wonderfully perfect. 

79. (almost without a blow). 

80. (and proved perfidious and treacherous). The reference is to the Jewish 
tribe of Bana Nadhir, ‘whose intrigues and treachery nearly undid the Muslim cause 
during the pur days of the battle of Uhad in Shawwal A. H. 3. Four months 
after, in Rabi’, A. H. 4. steps were taken against them. They were asked to leave 
the strategic position which they occupied about 3 miles south of Madina, endange- 
ring the very existence of the Ummat in Madina. At first they demurred. relying 
on their fortresses and on their secret alliances with the pagans cf Mecca and the 
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hypocrites of Madina. But when the Muslim army was gathered to punish them 
and actually besieged them for some days, their allies stirred not a finger in their 
aid, and they were wise enough to leave......The Banu Nadhir richly deserved 
punishment, but their lives were spared, and they were allowed to carry away their 
goods and chattels’. (AY A). 

81. (for their treason and projected murder of the holy Prophet). 

82. This was their first experience of such a disaster. The word ‘first? may 
also allude to their second exile when the Caliph *Omar, several years later, 
banished the Jews from the Arabian peninsula. 

83. (in view of the strong position of your opponents, O believers !) 

84, (without severe hostilities). ‘When the siege had lasted for two or three 
weeks, the unfortunate Jews, seeing no prospect of relief, sent word to say that they 
were now ready to lay down their arms and abandon the lands which had already 
lost to them their special value. Mohammad was glad to accede to the offer; for 
the siege might still have been indefinitely prolonged' (Muir, op. cit., p. 283). 

85. (in the consciousness of their power). 

86. ‘Abdullah bin Obai, the powerful ringleader of the Madina hypocrites, 
and an ally of the Jews, ‘promised himself to stand by them with his own people 
and with allies from Nejd. Reassured by. this hope, and trusting to the strength of 
their fortress, they resolved to hold fast.' (Muir, op. cir., p. 282). 

87. i.e., His wrath visited them. 

88. i e. the vengeance came at the hands of the Muslims, seemingly so 
weak. 

89. To spite the Muslims and in order to leave no habitation and property 
for them, the Jews demolished their own houses. 

90. i. e., take warning. and profit by their example. 
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3. (Ah... Ys) And had not Allah’! ordained banishment for them*?, 
surely He would have chastisea them in this world??, and in the Hereafter theirs 
is a chastisement of the Fire. 

4. (JI... dh) This”, because they opposed Allah and His messen- 
ger*», and whoso opposes Allah?*, then, Allah is Stern in chastising. 

5, (eii .. . V) Whatever fine palms you cut down?" or left standing 
on their roots?5, it was by Allah's leave?” and in order that He might abase the 
transgressors). 

6. (z5... Ws) And as to what He restored to His messengeri’, you 
rushed neither horse nor camel upon it!??, but Allah gives mastery to His messen- 
ger over whomsoever He will!®8. And Allah is potent over everything?™, l 

7. (l... aiu) Whatsoever Allah may restore!^* to His messenger 
from the pecple of the cities is due unto Allah'^* and the messenger!" and his 
kinsmen!**, and the orphans and the indigent and the wayfarer, so that it!? may 
not be confined??? to the rich among you! ?, Take whatsoever!?! the messenger 
gives you, and refrain from!'* whatsoever he forbids you. And fear Allah ; verily 
Allah is Stern in chastising!*. 


91. (in His fore-knowledge). 

92. A comparatively light sentence. They escaped not only with their lives 
but also with their property. ‘The Nadhir, having laden their property’ even to their 
doors and lintels, upon camels, set out, with tabors and music, on the road to 
Syria. (Muir op. cit., p. 283). 

93. (bydelivering them up to slaughter and captivity which they richly 
deserved). The sentence of exile passed upon this Jewish clan, says a Christian 
writer, ‘was clement enough. They were a turbulent set, always setting the people 
of Medina by the ears’, indulging in forming alliances with enemies, violating the 
original treaty, endeavouring in every way to bring the Prophet and his rligion to 
ridicule and destruction and even conspiring against his life. The only question is 
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whether their punishment was not too light. (LSK. p. LXIV). 

94. i.e., the punishmet in this world and the Next. 

95, (even more by their treachery than by their unbelief). Summing up 
the life-work of the holy Prophet says a German Christian :—When the Jews 
constituted a danger to his work, he fought them unto destruction : but when they 
only differed from him in matters religious he was generous and tolerent enough to 
leave them alone. He interfered as little with the Jewish as with the Christian faith, 
so long as they did not collide with his politics in Arabia. (Hell, op. cit., p. 34). 

96, Which implies opposition to His apostle. 

97, (round about the habitation of the Bani Nadhir, to put pressure on 
the enemy, O Muslims !). 

98, (perceiving on military necessity for the destruction of the enemy 
property). 

99, (ineither case and has had His sanction). 


100. (and glorify the believers). 5. is here in the sense of y&. 


101. (ofthe enemy property without fighting). After the lives of the Banü 
Nadhir comes the question of their property. Xf, is rather difficult to translate ; 


literally, ‘afternoon-shade,’. is also such spoil or booty ‘as is obtained without 
difficulty ; and therefore likened to shade. In the language of the Islamic law, it 
means ‘such of the possessions of the unbelievers as accrue to the Muslims without 
war ; ... or, such as God has restored, as though it were theirs of right, to the 
people of His religion, of the possessions of those who have opposed them, without 
fighting : ... such is termed ġ in the Kuran.’ (LL). 


102. i.e, you had to employ neither cavalry nor camelry against the 
enemy, nor had to undergo any other hardship in overcoming them. 

103. Whenever it accords with His universa] scheme. 

104. ie,Heis perfectly Able to employ whatever means He may, either 
of war or of peace, to achieve His purpose. 

105. (in future, of the enemy property). 

106. (essentially and in principle, and none of the community have an inhe- 


rent right to it). 


107. (to whose judgment and discretion is left its distribution). 

108. (to the apostle). 

109, i. e., the property thus obtained. 

110. (forever or exclusively). 

111. This serves as the basis for the socio-economic system of Islam. 
112. (not only of the spoil or 5, but of commandments in general). 


113. The Prophet's ‘wonderful life was a living illustration and explanation 
of the Kuran, and we can do no greater justice to the Holy Book than by following 
him who was the mouthpiece of its revelation. (Asad, Islam on the Cross-roads, 
P 2 His life is to serve as the infallible model, in every little detail, to every true 

eliever. 


114. (for those who oppose Him and His apostle). 
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8. (osaa... Mul) And! itis due to the poor Muhajirin!!* who have 
been driven forth*!? from their homes and their substance, seeking grace and 
goodwill from Allah and succcuring Allah and His messenger. Thesel they are 
the sincere!t, 


9. (op... x3) And it is also due to those who are settled in the 
dwelling?! and the faith!?? before them, loving those who have migrated to them 
and finding in their breasts no desiret?! for what has been given them!?*, prefer- 
ring them above themselves even though there was want among them!?*. And 
whosoever is preserved from the greed of his soul, then these ! —— they are the 
blissful. 


10. (25 .. gills) And it is also due to those who came?” after 
them?25, saying!t* ! Lord ! forgive us and our brethren who have preceded us in 
faith and put not in our hearts any rancour toward those who have already 
believed!?", Lord! Thou art Tender, Merciful. 
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115. To revert to the division of j 
116. See P. XI. n. 31. 
117. (by the infidels). 


118. ie., men of perfect faith, devotion and sincerity, actuated by no worldly 
motives. 


119. i. e., the town of Madina, The reference is to the Ansar of Madina, 
See P. XI. n. 32 


120. ‘And they who have made their abode in the city of the Prophet and 
in the faith ; the faith being likened to a place of abode; of the meaning may be 
ou toss the place of the faith.” (LL). 


121. Or ‘feeling of need.’ 
122, (ofthe war spoil and 3), This shows the woundertful change that 
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Islam had brought about in the character of the Arabs. 


123. Poor and indigent themselVes, the Ansár were hot poot in spirit: 
An exubDerancé of self-saérifiee made them ideal hosts, «sles also means ‘thirst 
and hünger', 


124. (and will continue to come in the future). 
125. i.e., after the Mahájirs and the Ansárs. 
126. (out of their deep regard and affection for their predecessofs-in-Islam). 


127. (in the past or in the present) i. e. purify our hearts of any lurking 
tendency to grudge or belittle their work or worth. 
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SECTION 2 


(0.93 ae 0) Seest thou not those who dissemble”! saying to their 
brethren who disbelieve among the people of the Book??? : if you are banished??? 
we too will go forth with you and we will not listen to anyone in respect of 
you?!, and if you are attacked, we will succour you. Allah bears witness that 
liars they are certainly!??. 

12. (0543... ot) To be sure, if they are banished, they!? will not go 
forth with them, and if they are attacked, they will not succour them, and even 
if!** they did succour them they would turn their backs#*5, and then they should 
not be succoured???, 

13. (ois... A) Surely in their breasts you!** are more awful than 
AlMah?**?, That ist8® because they are a people who have no understanding*°. 

14. (5944 ... Y) They!*! shall not fight against you, not even together!'?, 
except in fenced townships or frem behind walls!**, Their violence among 
themselves is greati*!; thou deemst them enjoined, while their hearts are 
divetse!f$, That is because they are a people who do not reflect. 

15. (pls... ES) They are'* like those a little before them**’; they 
tasted the ill-effect of their affairs!**, and theirs will be an afflictive tormentit?, 


128. (O Prophet!) ‘When the Jewish doctors were filled with hatred and 
envy of Mohammad, because God had chosen a prophet from amongst the Arabs, 
there joined them certain men of the Aus and Khazraj, who were in reality little 
removed from heathenism and unbelief, only that Islam had by its prevalence 
overpowered them. So they took the faith outwardly asa shield unto them from 
death : but in secret they were traitors, and their hearts were with the Jews in their 
rejection of the Prophet.’ (Ibn Is-hàq, quoted by Muir, op. cit., p. 182) 

129. The reference is to the Madina hypocrites giving assurances of their 
help and support to the Nadhir Jews. 
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130. (from your habitations). 

131. í. e., we shall never submit to any one concerning you. 

132. (never intending to help their Jewish allies involving the slightest risk 
to themselves). 

133, i.e., the hypocrites. 

134. (to keep up appearances). 

135. (in the long run). 

136, (from any other quarter). All these prophecies came only too true 

137. (with your manifest might and valour, O Muslims !) 

138, (in whotn they have no true faith). 

139. i.e. feat of the believers instead of the feat of God, 

140. (and have no regard and reverence forthe greatness and majesty 


of God), 
141. i e., the Jews arid the hypocrites. 
142. ——far from each party of them fighting separately —-— 


143. So utterly wanting are they in self-confidence ! 

144. (but not against the believers) i. e., they show strength and valour 
enough among themselves, but their courage fails them when they enter the 
lists against the armies of God and the Prophet. 

145. i. e., divided according to their different religious opinions and political 
objectives, 

146. i. e., the Jews of Bani Nadhir. 

147. The allusion is to the Jewish tribe of Bani Qainuqa who followed the 
goldsmith’s craft in their stronghold outside the city. For their repeated breach of 
the treaty they were sent into exile, one month after the battle of Badr, long before 
the exile of Bana Nadhir upon whom that lesson was lost. 

148. (in this very world). 

149. (in the Hereafter). 
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16. (ilsi ... £S) They are? like Satan when he says to mani’! : 
disbelieve ; and then when he disbelieves, says: | am quit of thee. | verily fear 
Aliah, Lord of the worlds!*?. 

17. (cull... 083) The end of both'**, however, will be that they will 
be in the Fire, abiding therein ; that is the meed cf the ungodly. 

SECTION 3 

18: (59. . . Alet) O you who believe! fear Allah15*, and let every soul 
look to what it sends forwatd!ó5 for the morrow?**. And fear Allah; Allah is 
Aware of what you do”, 

19. (343... Ys) And be not as those who forgot Allah***, so He 

. tauséd them to forget thelr own souls!®*, These ! «—— they are the transgressors. 

20. (52584. .. Y) Not alike are the fellows of the Fire” and the 


fellows of the Gatden!®. Fellows of the Garden are the achievers. 
- Bee ees f x = 


150. i.e., the hypocrites who were allied with the Nadhir Jews, and who 
ultimately deceived and deserted them. 

151, (with an array of alluring promises), 

152, (so ina like manner will the hypocrites deceive and desert the Jews), 

153. i. e., the seducer and the seduced. 

154, (and take lesson from the end of the rebels). 

155. (by way of meritorious deeds). 

156. i.e., for the Hereafter which is termed ‘the morrow’ in contrast with 
the present life which is termed ‘to-day.’ 

157. So take care that your fear of God is translated into an active life of 
piety, and do not be content with a mere passive emotion. 

158. i. e., His commandments and injunctions deliberately. 

159, (so that he mistakes evil for good and loss for profit), 

160. i.e, the rebels and the disobedient ones, 

161. i, e, the obedient and dutiful ones. 
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21. (598%... J) Had We sent down this Qurānt®? on a mountaint^?, 
thou?’ wouldst surely have seen it humbling itself and cleaving in sunder in awe 


of Allahi*$; Such similitudes We propound to mankind that haply they may 
reflect. 


22. (eJ... 49 a) He is Allah!t!, there is no God but He, the Knower 
of the unseen and the seen'*, He is the Compassionate, the Merciful. 


23. (of). . åa) He is Allah, there is no God but He, the 
Sovereign!**, the Holy#®, the Author of Safety, the Giver of Peace, the Protec- 
tor!'*, the Mighty, the Mender!?°.4, the Majestic. Hallowed be Allah from what 
they!"! associate! 7?, 


24. (di ... áa) He is Allah, the Creators, the Maker, The 
Fashioner; His are the excellent names!'4. Him hallows whatsoever is in the 
heavens and the earth, and He is the Mighty, the Wise. 


162. (containing these sublime precepts). 

163: (and had endowed it with understanding). 

164. (O reader !). 

165. So overwhelming is the grandeur of the Quran! 


166. The passage summing up the chief attributes of God is, in the words 
of Muir, ‘a splendid peroration.’ 


167. i, e., the Omniscient ; Whose knowledge is perféct, minute, all-comp- 
rehensive. 


168, i.e., the sole Authority giving command and receiving obedience. 
169. i. e., above, and opposed to, all evil ; replete with positive good. 
170. i.e., protecting from all danger, vice, perdition etc. 


170-A. ae is‘One who sets bones, or reduces them from a fractured 
state ; a bone-setter,” jl» as applied to God, may mean ‘the Restorer of the poor 
to wealth or competence or sufficience. (LL) 


171. i.e., the unbelievers. 
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172. (With Him). 

173. i. e., He who produces a thing entirely ew, without any pre-existing 
tüaterial. It is God's proper name par excellence. 

174. (and excellent attributes). The Keran ‘desetves the highest praise fot 
its conception of the Divine nature, in reference to the attributes of Power, Knows 
ledge, and universal Providence and Unity.’ (Rodwell, The Koran, Preface, p. 15), 
Ste also P. IX, n. 317). 
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Sarat-ul-Mumtahinah 


She Who Tries. LX 
(Madinian, 2 Sections and 13 Verses) 


In the name of Allah, the Compassionate, the Merciful. 
SECTION 1 
1. (Ae. call let) O you who believe ! do not make friends with those 
who are My enemies and yours showing affection towards themë, while of a 
surety they deny what has come to you of the truth!”®, and have driven forth the 
messenger and yourselves because you believe in Allah!*?, your Lord, if you have 
come forth to strive in My cause, and to seek. My goodwill?, You show them 
affection in secret, while | know very well what you conceal and what you 


disclose"*. And whosoever of you does this, he has surely strayed from the 
straight path. 


175. (for any reason whatsoever). 
176. An amplification of *mine enemy.' 
177. An amplification of *your enemy.' 


178. (atall) The verse is primarily addressed to the Muslim community 
in Madina after the Hijrat, and it says in effect :— Seeking the goodwill of the 
infidels and cultivating their friendship are entirely at variance with your fidelity 
to God and loyalty to your community. 


179. 'The immediate occasion for the revelation of this passage was a letter, 
secretly despatched from Madina, through a maid-servant, by Hatib, a Muhajir who 
had fought at Badr, addressed to the Makkans, giving them notice of the intended 
Muslim expedition to Makka, and asking them in return forthis information to 
treat his family, which was still at Makka, with some kindness. Gabriel revealed 
the affair to the Prophet who immediately sent after her, The latter was intercepted, 
and Hatib, on being questioned, offered the excuse that it was solely due to his not 
unnatural desire to save his unprotected family at the hands of the Makkan pagans. 
The holy Prophet, in view of Hatib's past services, graciously accepted the plea. 
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2. (òs... ot!) Should they come upon you, they will be your 
enemies!?? and will stretch out their hands against you's! and also their 
tongues!*? with evil, and would like that you should disbelieve?®?. 

3. (sa... 3) Neither your kindred nor your children will profit you 
on the Day of Judgment. He will decide between yout**; and Allah is the 
Beholder of what you do. 

4. (aa... 5) Surely an excellent pattern has been for you?*5 in 
ibráhim and those with him!5*, when they said!" to their people: verily we are 
quit of you and what you worship beside Allah, and we renounce you! ; andis? 
there has appeared between us and you hostility and hatred for evermore until 
you believe in Allah afone,-——- except the saying of Ibrahim to his father!®*: 
surely | shall seek forgiveness for thee!?*, and surely |] have no power for thee 
with Allah at all'"?, Our Lord! in Thee we put our trust and to Thee we turn!??, 
and to Thee is our journeying. 

5, (Su. . 4) Our Lord! make us not a trial! for those who 
disbelieve, and forgive us our Lord. Verily Thou art Mighty, the Wise. 


180. (open and unabashed), 

181. (by slaying and smiting), 

182, (by reviling). 

183. So you should, as befits a righteous community, cut yourselves entirely 
off from them. 

184. (on merits, and not on relationships and material conditions), 

185 (inthe matter of loyalty to family and religion), 

186. i, e., his band of believers. 
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187. (openly and frankly), 

188. i e., in faith and creed we have nothing in common with you. 

189, (in so far as our behaviour and conduct in everyday life are concerned). 
190. Which saying seemingly implies his co-operation with his father. 


191. (by imploring Him to incline thy heart to the true faith). See Surat- 
ut-Tauba, verse 114 (P. XI). 


192. i,e,Icannot compel Him to grant what I beg. 
193. (in repentance). 


194. i.e.,a target of persecution. 
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6. (ao) ... 44) Assuredly there has been an excellent pattern for 


you in themi*5 —— for him who hopes for Allah and the Last Day. And whoso- 
ever turns away**6, then verily Allah | He is the Self-sufficient!*?", the Laudable. 
SECTION 2 


7. (ero.. ái) Allah may perhaps place affection between you and 
those whom you hold as enemies!**. And Allah is Potent, and Allah is Forgiving, 
Merciful. 

8. (abl... Y) Allah does not forbid you to deal benevolently and 
equitably!” with those who did not fight against you on account of religion nor 
drove you out from homes? ; verily Allah loves the equitable??!. 

9. (5,29! . ,. . kl) It is only concerning those who fought against 
you on account of religion and drove you out from your homes and helped in 
driving you out, that Allah forbids you to befriend them. And whosoever will 
beftiend them, then these are the wrongdoers. 


195. i. e., in the Prophet Abraham and his band of believers, 

196. (from the right path). 

197. (standing is no need of anybody's devotion and worship). 

198. (by inclining their hearts to Islam). This is what exactly happened on 
the taking of Makka, when the leading Quraish, who had till then been inveterate 
enemies of Islam, embraced the faith and became the friends and brethren of the 
Muslims. 

199. (as apart from having relations of friendly intimacy). 

200. Such people are to be dealt with kindly and considerately according to 
their status in the Muslim state. 

201. Fairness and equity in an absolute sense, are obligatory in dealing with 
every creature of God whatever his beliefs may be, 
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10. (Se. . alll yb) O you who believe ! when believing women”? come 
to you as emigrants??, examine them’, Allah is the Best Knower of their 
faith". Then if you ascertain?" that they are believers, then do not send them 
back to the intidels ; they are not lawful to them?"", nor are they?** lawful to them, 
and give them??? what they have spent*!°. Nor is it a crime if you wed 
thern?! when you have paid their wages??. And do not hold to the ties of the 
infidel women?2, and ask bacK** what you have spent®5, and let them?! ask 
back? what they have spent?#®. That is the judgment of Allah?i?, He judges 
between you. » And Allah is Knowing, Wise”°. 

11. (ofe... ols) And if any of your wives has been left with the 
infidels?** and you have retaliated*?, then??? give“ to those™® whose 
wives have gone away?! the like of??? what they?** have expended, and fear 
Allah??? in Whom you believe. 

12. (5 .. gill eb) O prophet! when believing women come to thee 
swearing fealty, that they shall not associate aught with Allah, nor they shall steal, 
nor they shall commit fornication, nor they shall slay their children*4, nor they 
shall produce any falsehood that they have fabricated between their hands and 
feet?#?, nor they shall disobey thee in anything reputable, then accept thou their 
fealty, and pray to Allah for their forgiveness. Verily Allah is Forgiving, Merciful. 

13. GA... all VV) O you who believe ! do not make friends with a 
people who have intuiréd the wrath of Allah?*3. Surely they have despaired of the 
Hereafter?*', as despaired are the infidels buried dead5. 

202. (married to pagan husbands and persecuted for their faith). 

203. (and fugitives from the pagan persecution). 

204. (and find out ifthey are prompted by the sole desire of serving Islam 
d of saving their faith, and are not influenced by domestic considerations). 


v ——À—— 
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205. (and of their real, inner motives). 

206. (so far as you are able to ascertain by your examination). 

207. i e.the pagans: since no believing women can lawfully be the wife 
of a pagan. 

208. i.e., the pagans. 

209. i.e., those pagan husbands whose marriage with their believing wives 
is thus dissolved. 

210. (by way of dower). The Muslims, while they were forbidden to restore 
the married believing women who should come over to them, were enjoined to make 
some sort of satisfaction by returning their dowry. 

211. (as they are now released from their former wedlock), 

212. (in addition to what is returned to their former husbands). 

213. (who are still in Dàr-ul-Harb or the pagan city of Makka, O Muslims !) 
Marriage with such women is now declared to be dissolved by repayment of dowries. 

214. (from the Makkan pagans). 

215. (on your pagan wives by way of dower). 

216. i.e., the pagan husbands. 

217. (from you). 

218, (on their believing wives by way of dower). 

219. (and is therefore not to be taken lightly). 

220. So His judgments are always replete with knowledge and wisdom. 

221. (and is not likely to come over to you). 

222. (by the coming over of any of the pagans' wives to your side). 

223. (instead of making payment to the pagan husbands). 

224. (out of the dower due to them). 

225. (believing husbands). l 

225. Which contingency, though unlikely, is foreseen and provided for in 
the immediately preceding sentence in the text. ‘And if any of your wives hath been 
jeft with the infidels’. 

227. i.e., a sum equivalent to. 

228. i.e., those deserted Muslim husbands. 

229. (by way of dower). 

230. Whose every ordinance is to be taken with utmost seriousness. 

231. As was the general practice in the pagan Arabia. 

232. Which means the practice of laying their spurious children to their 
husbands. 

233. i.e. the infidels in general. and the Jews in particular. 

234. i. e., of its joys and blessings on account of their denial of and unbelief 
in the Promised Prophet. 

255. i.e.infide's who are already dead and are actually experiencing the 
hopelessness of their condition. 
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Surat-us-Saff 


The Ranks. LXI 
(Madinian, 2 Sections and 14 Verses) 
In the name of Allah, the Compassionate, the Merciful. 
SECTION 1 


1. (Sl...) Hallows Allah whatsoever is in the heavens and 
whatsoever is in the earth. And He is the Mighty, the Wise. 

2. (oda... gA gl) O faithful | why do you say what you do not act? 

3. (54.2 ....$) Most odious jt js to Allah that you should say 
what you do not act??$, 

4. (oen .. 9651) Verily Allah loves those who fight in His cause 
drawn up in ranks???, as though they were??? a structure well-compected. 

5, (ux... 31) And re-cal/ when Müsa?**? said to his people: my 
people ! why do you hurt me**? when you know surely that | am Allah's messen- 
ger to you?**1 ? Then when they swerved*'?, Allah made their hearts swerve‘ ; 
and Allah does not guide a transgressing people?'*. 


236. These words, though of general application, are here specially directed 
to the faint-hearted Muslims who had talked much but shown little resolution and 
firmness at the battle of Ohud. 

237. ‘The recognized military formation,’ in the early history of Islam, 
‘whether on parade, on the march, or in battle, was the fa-biya. In it the army was 
divided into five main divisions, namely centre, right and left wings, van (muqaddama) 
and rear-guard (sáqa)...... The “five” formation was in use as early as the Prophet's 
own time, e. g., at the battles of Badr and Muta, and to its invention and introduc- 
tion has been attributed much of his success against opponents who were still using 
the old irregular methods of attack. (Levy, Sociclogy of Islam, Il. pp. 296, 297). 
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‘The ordinary method of fighting in vogue’ till then was that of the raid, in which a 
sudden charge was followed by prompt retreat and a sudden return to the onslaught’ 
(p.297) The Prophet, the great military leader as he was, changed this, and at the 
battle of Badr ‘introduced the new formation of the ta ‘biya for the first time, with 
great success, He had very few more than three hundred men, of whom only one 
was mounted...... He arranged them in straight, regular ranks, which he put in order 
himself, walking along the ranks with an arrow in order to push back any man who 

was out of line with the rest,’ (p. 298). 

238, (in the strength of their order, discipline and cohesion). 

239. (vexedat the exhibition of constant rebellion and disobedience among 
his people). 

240, For the constantly seditious and rebellious attitude of Israel to Moses 
see *Ant." pp. 59, €0, 82, 83, 84, 86, 87, $0 102. 

241, The rebellion of Israel against the authority of Moses was deliberate 
and due to sheer perversity; not to ignorance. 

242. (from the path of truth wilfully and repeatedly in the face of constant 
warnings and admonitions). 

243. (all the more in conformity with His law of cause and effect). 

244. Andit is against such confirmed trangressors hopelessly addicted to sin 
and rebellion that warfare is prescribed. 
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6. (cm... 318) And re-ca// when ‘Isa, son of Maryam, said : O Children 
of Israil! verily | am Allah's messenger to you**®, cofirming the Taurat before me 
and conveying the glad news of a messenger coming after me?**: his name will 
be Ahmad?". Then when he*4* came to them with evidence”, they said: this is 
manifest magic?*° 

7. (o1... 3) And who is a greater wrong-doer than he who, 
when he is summoned to Islam, fabricates a lie against Allah? And Allah does 
not guide an ungodly people? 

8. (5801. . 52x ,) They intend to extinguish the light of Allah?*? with 
their mouths?*?, and Allah is going to accomplish His light?*4, though the infidels 
may be averse. 

9. (ofa... sale) He it is Who has sent His messenger with 
guidance?55 and true faith, that He may make it triumph?*? over every other faith, 
though the associaters may be averse. 


SECTIONS 2 


10. (eq... 3.) O you who believe! shall P5 direct you to a 
trade?9* which will deliver you??? from an afflictive torment ? 


245. Jesus commanded his disciples to address their appeal only to *the lost 
sheep of the house of Israel’. 

246. That the teaching of Jesus (on him be peace ! ), as a universal code of 
conduct, was singularly inadequate and incomplete, and necessitated the advent 
of another Teacher is admitted by the Christian apologísts themselves, and accounted 
for in ways that are more amusing than convincing. ‘The Saviour refrained from 
all attempt to guide His followers by rules, but gradually taught them...... that their 
lives were to be quickened by the Holy Spirit whose indwelling was to them 
their strength and inspiration for all times. In view of this prospect, we can under- 
stand why His ethical teaching was so suggestive but so paradoxical, so figurative, 
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and incomplete. It was designed, not to save us from the trouble of thinking but to 
turn our thoughts to the Comforter whom He promised to send.’ (ERE. XII. p. 621). 

247. Which word was employed as a translation of “The Periclytos" in old 
Arabic versions of the NT, See Muir, p. 5, and Sale, in Loco. ‘Ahmad or Muham- 
mad the Praised One. is almost a translation of the Greek word Periclytos. In the 
present Gospel of John, 14 : 16, 15 : 26, and 16 : 7, the word “Comforter” in the 
English version is for the Greek word Paracletos, which means “Advocate,” ‘one 
called to the help of another, a kind friend," rather than *Comforter." Our doctors 
contend that Paracletos is a corrupt read'ng for Periclytos, and that in the original 
saying of Jesus there was a prophecy of our holy Prophet Ahmad by name. Even 
if we read Paraclete, it would apply to the holy Prophet, who is **a Mercy for all 
creatures" (xxi: 107) and ‘most kind and merciful to the believers, (ix : 128)" 
(AYA) References in the non-canonical Gospel of Barnabas are almost too numerous 
and too explicit to be passed over. See P. IX. n. 220 ff. 

248. i. e., the Prophet Jesus. 

249. i, e., wonders and miracles. 

250. ‘The accusation of magic is frequently brought against Jesus. Jerome 
mentions it, quoting the Jews...... There were even Christian heretics who looked 
upon the founder of their religion as a magician, and public opinion at Rome accused 
all Christians of magic. The apostles were regarded in the same light.’ (JE. VII. 
p. 171). ‘According to Celsus and to the Talmud, Jesus learned magic in Egypt 
and performed his miracles by means of it......Different in nature is the witchcraft 
attributed to Jesus in the Toledot. (ib). ‘The Talmud stories allow that he did 
indeed work signs and wonders, but by means of magic,' (Klaurmann, op. cit., p. 
19). According to a Talmudic authority, ‘Yeshu practised sorcery and beguiled 
and led Israel astray’ (p. 25). ‘The Talmudic authorities do not deny that Jesus 
worked signs and wonders, but they look upon them as notes of sorcery’, (p. 28) 
‘And the scribes which came down from Jerusalem said, He hath Beelzebub, and, by 
the prince of the devils, he casteth out devils’ (MK. 3: 22). ‘The Pharisees said, 
He casteth out devils through the prince of the devils, (Mt.9:34) ‘When the 
Pharisees heard it, they said, This fellow doth not cast out devils, but by Beelzebub 
the prince of the devils’ (Mt. 12 : 24) See P. VII. n. 164. 

251. (because of denying His true prophets). 

252. i.e,, His religion. 

253. i.e. by their vain babble. 

254. i.e., shall establish the truth of Islam. 

255. i. e., the Holy Quran. 

256. (by clear and forceful arguments). 

257. The interrogative particle J» is used to introduce a question of a lively 
nature. 
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258. i.e., the seeking of gain by buying and selling. It must be borne in mind 
that the Makkans understood the language of trade and barter as they understood 
no other language. Almost every one of them, old or young, was a born tradesman. 
*According to Strabo, all Arabs are stock brokers and merchants. At Makka esteem 
was professed only for the merchants, „+ e» odi let S do. This infatuation 
spread even tothe women. They put their wealth into banks and commercial 
enterprises.’ (Lammens, Islam : Beliefs and Institutions, p. 15). 

259. (in the hereafter). 
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11. (òw... ò) It is: believe in Allah and His messenger and 
strive**? in the cause of Allah with your riches and lives. That is best for you if 
you only Know! 

12. (pelt... eR) He will forgive you your sins, and make you enter 
the Gardens with running rivers, and happy abodes in the Everlasting Gardens. 
That is a great achievement?®. 

13. (a5. .. els) And also another bliss which you love??? : 
succour from Allah and a swift victory. And bear thou the glad tidings?*? to the 
faithful. 

14. (nae ... ol glk) O you who believe! be Allah's helpers’, even 
as ‘lsd, son of Maryam, said to the disciples***: who shall be my helpers for 
Allah?** ? The disciples said: we are Allah's helpers. Then**' a party of the 
Children of Israil believed?**, and another party**? disbelieved. Then We 
strengthened those who believed against their foe ; so they became triumphant?”°, 


260, (your best). 

261. ——lest this supreme achievement may appear too remote——. 

262. (and which shall be bestowed in this very world). 

263. (of both the immediate and final rewards, O Prophet !). 

264. by devoting yourselves to Him and His cause entirely). 

265. See p. III. n. 457 ff. 

266, i.e., for His cause : in the preaching of the true faith. Ch, the NT— 
‘And he ordained twelve, that they should be with him, and that he might send them 
forth to preach.’ (Mk. 3; 14), ‘After these things the Lord appointed other seventy 
also, and sent them two and two before his face into every city and place, whither 
he himself would come.’ (Lk. 10 : 1). 

267. i.e., through their instrumentality. 

268. i.e., a portion of the Children of Israel came to believe in the prophet- 
hood of Jesus, ‘Celsus says there were ten or eleven apostles. A passage of the 
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Talmud ascribes five disciples to Jesus...... The Twelve Apostles are mentioned in the 
other versions of the Toledot, while still other versions frequently mention a follow- 
ing of 300, 310, 320, 330 men.’ (JE. VII. p. 171). The believers according to the 
NT numbered several thousands. ‘Then they that gladly received his word were 
baptized : and the same day there were added unto them about three thousand 
souls, (Ac. 2:41). ‘Howbeit many of them which heard the word believed : 
and the number of the men was about five thousand.’ (Ac. 4: 4). 

269. (by far the greater). 

270. (and neither the Messenger nor the Message could be destroyed) 
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Sürat-ul-Jumuah 


Friday. LXI 
(Madinian, 2 Sections and 11 Verses) 
In the name of Allah, the Compassionate, the Merciful. 
SECTION 1 


1. (e$... e) Hallows whatsoever is in the heavens and whatso- 
ever is in the earth Allah, the Sovereign, the Holy, the Mighty, the Wise. 

2. (cm... Gills) He it is Who has raised amidst the unlettered 
ones? a messenger from among themselves, rehearsing to them His revelations 
and purifying them??? and teaching them? the Book and the Wisdom, though 
they have been before in gross error?", 

3. (ef... 0&5) And also others of them*’> who?! have not yet 
joined them", And He is the Mighty, the Wise. 

4. (pt... cls) Thatis the grace of Allah*'*; He vouchsafes it to 
whomsoever He will ; and Allah is the Owner of mighty Grace. 

5. OR . «. J$) The case of those who were laden with Taurat??? but 
who bore it not is**? as the case of an ass?** bearing tomes?*?, Hapless is the 
case of those who belie the sign of Allah, and Allah does not guide a wrong- 
doing people?**, 


271. (of Makka, out of His solicitude for His creatures), (See P. III. n. 564 
and Appendix IV in Vol III). 

272. (of all moral and spiritual filth). 

273. ‘Teaching’ includes and implies all the processes of explaining, 
exposing and amplifying. 
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274. :Before the days of Muhammad, Arabia was steeped in idolatry ; female 
babies were buried alive as unwanted, and other hideous atrocities were committed. 
Truly can it be said of the Arabian Prophet that he accomplished nothing short of 
a miracle in raising the country from its slough of crime and ignorance to a united 
nation with a deep sense of its religious obligations and duties, a nation which was 
shortly after his death to conquer and lead the world in culture, knowledge and 
scientific attainments, while the faith of Islam spread from sea to sea,’ (Lady Cobbald 
op. cit., 105, 106) 

275. “Of them” i. e., of their faith ; of them in point of faith. 

276. Either as yet unborn or as yet outside the pale of Islam. 

277. (but will share their faith later on). 

278, i.e., His free gift ; not by reason of any obligation. 

279. i.e. the Jews, as contradistinguished from the illiterate pagans of Arabia, 

280. (in point of futility and fatuity). 

281. An animal universally noted for its stupidity. ‘The stupidity of the ass 
is proverbial in the East as well as in the West.’ (DB. L p. 174). JE. (II. p. 221) 
quotes several old proverbs depicting the ass as an example of stupidity and 
insensibility, See also P. XXI, n, 291-A. 

282. (on its back, but profiting very little from the knowledge and learning 
contained in them). -The assis still the most universal of all beasts of burden in 
Bible lands,’ (DB. I. p. 173). 

283. i.e. people who deliberately pursue the path of error and falsehood. 
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6. ($45... Ji) Say thou**': O those who are Judaised?** : if you 
think you are the friends?** of Allah above mankind?*?, then wish for death?®, if 
you say sooth?'», i 

7. (oW... Ys) And they will never wish for it?®, because of what 
their hands have sent forward??t. And Allah is the Knower of the wrong-doers. 

8. (see... Ji) Say, thou**: the death which you flee from?** will 
certainly meet you??*, and thereafter you will be brought back to the Knower of 
the unseen and the seen, and He will declare to you what you have been 
working. 

SECTION 2 

9. (0445... celle V) O you who believe! when the call is made to 
the prayer?* on?’ Friday??? hasten to the remembrance of Allah??? and leave off 
bargaining*??. That is better for you, if you know. 

10. (dye... bb) Then when the prayer is ended®, disperse on the 
land and seek of the grace*™ of Allah, and remember Allah much®**; haply you 
may thrive. 

11. (25591... 1315) And when they beheld merchandise or sport, they 
flocked thereto*?!, and left thee standing***, Say thou®°*: what is with Allah??? is 
far better** than sport and merchandise, and Allah is the Best of providers®*- . 


284. (O Prophet !) 

285. By a legal fiction persons not of the Hebrew blood were admitted to its 
union as members.’ (JE. V. p. 336). Judging by their proper names and the 
Aramaean vocabulary used in their agricultural life these Jews must have been 
mostly Judaized clans of Arabian and Aramaean stock, though the nucleus must 
have been Israelites who fled from Palestine at the time of conquest by the Romans 
in the first century after Christ. (Hitti, op. cit., p. 104). (See also P. I. n. 274). 

286. (Or favourites). 


287. ‘The whole Jewish thought may be summed up in this, that as surely 
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as there is only one God, so surely is there only one sacred community.’ (ERE. VII, 
p. 520). See also P. I. n. 409 ; P. VI. nn. 268, 271. 

288. (which shall immediately bring you nearer to God). 

289. (in your profession). 

290. — .— conscious as their hearts are of their guilt —— 

291. (ofsins and misdeeds). 

292. (O Prophet !) 

293. See P. I. nn. 415, 417. 

294. (how foolish of you then to ignore it or seek to shun it!) Literally, 
‘then verily it will be your meeter.’ 

295. i. e. the mid-day congregational praver. 

296. <; is used in the sense of 3 in the phrase iss! ex o» (LL). 

297. Literally, ‘the day of Congregation.’ Friday to the Muslims is a day of 
religious joy, not at all like the Sabbath ofthe Jews and the Sunday of the Christians, 
a day of idleness and of abstinence from all work. To the superstitious Christians 
Friday is an inauspicious day. Pope Nicholas I has declared abstinence from meat on 
Fridays to be obligatory throughout the Church (C.D. p. 384). ‘Brides have shunned 
Friday (and still do !) owing to superstition. Christian people have always consi- 
dered it an unlucky day for weddings because our Lord was crucified on that day 
and tradition says that it was on Friday that Adam and Eve ate the forbidden fruit.’ 

298. |. is here synonymous with «i. ‘The daily prayers are not neces- 
sarily congregational......But at midday of Friday, the service took a more public 
form, at which the believers as a body, unless detained by sufficient cause, were ex- 
pected to attend. The usual prayers were on this occasion followed by an address 
Or sermon pronounced by Mohammad, This weekly oration was usefully adapted 
to the circumstances of the day and feelings of the audience. It allowed full scope 
for the Prophet’s eloquence, and by its frequent recurrence helped to confirm his 
influence and rivet the claims of Islam.’ (Muir, op. cit., p. 188). ‘In dignity, simp- 
licity and orderliness,’ says another Christian historian with reference to the Friday 
congregational assembly, ‘it is unsurpassed as a manner of collective worship. Stan- 
ding erect in self-arranged rows in the mosque and following the leadership of the 
iman with precision and reverence, worshippers present a sight that is always impres- 
sive (Hitti, op. cit., p. 132). 

299. (and all temporal business). 

300. (both materially and spiritually). 

301, ‘The Friday prayer is obligatory upon alladult males. It is held at the 
mosque at noon with a congregation of atleast forty of the Faithful and under the 
direction of a president, or imam. Before the prayer the president delivers from the 
pulpit two addresses (Khutba) in Arabic in which reference is made to the head of the 
State. He then performs two rakats with the congregation. Friday is not regarded 
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aas weekly day of rest, this observance being unknown in Islam.’ (Lammens. 
Islam : Beliefs and Institutions, pp. 59, 60). 

302. (by returning to your commerce and worldly occupations) This re- 
quired special emphasis in view of the Jewish and the Christian conceptions of the 
Sabbath. ‘The Muslim Friday has nothing in common with the Jewish Sabbath or 
Christian Sunday. It entails no obligation of a weekly rest ; the Faithful are merely 
obliged to attend public noonday prayer. What, apart from its publicity, distin- 
guishes this prayer from all others is the khutba or sermon, always in Arabic, which 
precedes it^ (Lammens, op. cit., p. 103). 

303. i. e. do not forget His precepts even in the midst of your worldly occu- 
pations. 

304. Itis related that one Friday, during a season of want and scarcity, 
while the Prophet was delivering his Friday sermon (and not leading the service), the 
Madina caravan happened to arrive with the usual beating of drums, whereupon 
the congregation, with the exception of twelve devout Muslims, ran out of the 
mosque to see them. 

305. (on the pulpit). Compare the attitude of the early Christians during 
the Church service. ‘The deacon was to prevent whispering, or sleepir g, or laugh- 
ing, or beckoning. And this direction, it appears, was not superfluous : for Origen 
complains that there were some who, while scripture was read, withdrew into cor- 
ners and amused themselves with worldly conversation, even turning their backs upon 
the reader.’ (DCA. II. p. 1684). 

306. (O Prophet !) 

307. (of His rewards and blessings). 

308. i. e., far. more conducive to your material and spiritual welfare. 

308-A, This required special emphasis in view of the very great preoccupa- 
tion of the Arabs with money matters and financial transaction. ‘In the money- 
changers’ books, men speculated on the currency exchange : they gambled on the 
rise and fall of foreign monies on caravan freights, on their arrival and also their 
lateness. The influx of Byzantine, Sasanid and Yemenite coins, the complications 
of the old monetary systems and the knowledge necessary for their manipulation, gave 
rise to an infinity of operations and to the most lucrative transactions......Given this 
business activity there is no cause for astonishment if we find at Makka merchants 
who in our day would be classed as millionaires,’ (Lammens, op. cit., pp. 15, 16). 
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Sürat-ul-Munàfiqün 
The Hypocrites. LXIII 


(Madinian, 2 Sections and 11 Verses) 
In the name of Allah, the Compassionate the Merciful. 
i SECTION 1 
1. (6930) . .. B) When the hypocrites?’ come to thee®?®, they say?! : 
we bear witness that thou art Allah's messenger. Allah well knows that thou art 


His messenger??, but Allah also bears witness that the hypocrites are liars 


indeed*?*, 
2. (ajax... W3) They have made their oaths a shield?i* ; and they 


turn away men from the path of Allah. Vile is indeed what they have been 
working. i 

3. (0,62 ... 4) This, because they first believed? and then dis- 
believed?1*, their hearts are therefore sealed*!", so that they do not understand. 


309, — — past masters as they are in the art of deceit and dissimulation. 


310, (O Prophet !) 
311. (with a view to deceiving thee with their fair exterior and plausible 


talk). 
312. Certainly it is God's own truth, 
313. (in their profession of Islam) i. e.. their hearts are giving lie direct to 


their tongues. 
314. i.e, with a view to saving their life and property. 


315. (toallappearance). ‘The word ok! is sometimes employed to signify the 
acknowledging with the tongue only ; and hence in the Koran ty af é yal an d. 
That is because they acknowledged with the tongue, then disacknowledged with the 


heart, (LL). 
316. i. e., rejected the faith before their men. 


317. (as a sequel to their habit of hypocrisy and dissimulation). 


www.besturdubooks.wordpress.com 


LXIIL | Sürat-ul-.Munatiqun 373 


rod : ET 
gh) W325 FEI sued iudi d soci GE de MES Lee Sn 
Med d SBE ele Tice AEn S A SS RU 
Wags Y os Ha pec Ba 3S), nigh A ix of c 


$y A eacus ays >t, jose e 
AA AS ONE ENEAN Gad d to rd 


4. (5$3$$ ... tls) And when thou lookest at them, their persons 
please thee315, and if they speak??*, thou listenest to their discourse?1?-A ; they 
looK**? as though they are blocks of wood propped up??1. They??? imagine every 
shout to be at them. They are the foe; so beware of them??3, Perish them 
Allah ! whither are they deviating?*?. 


5. (59S... 133) And when it is said to them: come! so that the 
messenger of Allah may ask forgiveness for you, they twist their heads**®, and 
thou seest them retire, while they are stiffnecked. 


6. (äi oe) It is alike to them whether thou?** askest forgiveness 
for them or not ; Allah??” shall not forgive them. Allah does not guide a trans- 
gressing people. 


7. (dae... Gila) They are the ones who say??*: spend not on 
those who are with Allah's messenger??*, so that they may desert??? him, 
whereas Allah's are the treasures of the heavens and the earth. Yet the hypocrites 
do not understand*?t, 


318. (by their fair exterior). 

319. (with their ready and eloquent tongue). 

319-A. (charmed by their ready eloquence). 

320. (in the hollowness of their interior), 

321. (against a wall, and unable to stand upon their own). 

322. (with guilty conscience and under constant apprehension of exposure). 
323. (O Muslims !) 

324. (from the Path). 

325. (in pride and disdain, instead of showing any signs of penitence). 

326, (in thy kind-heartedness, O Prophet !). 
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327, Well aware as He is of their perfidy. 


. 328 (to the citizens of Madina), The allusion is to Abdullah ibn Ubai and 
his band of the hypocrites, 


329, i.e, the Muhajirs or emigrants; those who had accompanied the 
Prophet in exile. 


330, (and separate themselves from him), 
331. (a proposition so self-evident), 
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8. (2494 ... 09,2) They say": surely if we return to Madina, the 
mightier®®> shall drive out the meaner*?* thence; whereas the might belongs to 
Allah**5, and His messenger: and the faithful**", Yet the hypocrites do not 


know. 


SECTION 2 


9. (55,21, . uit et) O you who believe: let not your riches or 
your children??? divert you from the remembrance of Allah***. And whoso 


does that**^, verily they are the losers. 
10. (aa... lats) And spend of that with which We have provided 


you before death comes to one of you, and he says"; Lord: wouldst Thou 
not respite me for a short time, so that*“* | would spend in charity and become 


of the righteous. 
11. (044... ds) And Allah does not respite a soul when its term 


has arrived, and Allah is Aware of what you do*™, 


332. This they said in the course of the expedition against Banü Mustliq. 
‘The army having encamped for several days at the wells of Al-Moraisi, an alterca- 
tion spreng up between a citizen and ‘Omar’s servant, a Refugee......During the 
quarrel, the disaffected party gave free expression to their disloyal feelings, “This,” 
said ‘Abdullah ibn Obai openly, “ye have brought upon yourselves, by inviting 
these strangers to come amongst us. Wait till we return to Madina ; then the 
Mightier shall surely expel the Meaner.” (Muir, oq. cit., p. 296). 

333. Meaning thereby themselves, 

334, Meaning the refugees or emigrants most of whom were poor and 


destitute. 
335. (immediately and directly). 
336. (through God). 
337. (through God and His apostle), 
338. The two most engrossing worldly occupations. 
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339. Which is the main object of the Muslim’s life, The term of course 
includes every act of goodness, 


340. i e. allows his worldly occupations to occupy him, and neglects there- 
by his duties to God and man. 


341. (in great anguish). 

342, The signification of à here is equivalent to that of ; , (WGAL. IL 
p. 31). 

343. Whether in open or in secret. 
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Sürat-ut-Taghabun 
Mutual Deceit LXIV 


(Madinian, 2 Sections and 18 Verses) 
In the name of Allah, the Compassionate, the Merciful. 
SECTION 1 

1. (433... c) Hallows Allah* whatsoever is in the heavens and 
whatsoever is on the earth. His is the kingdom, His is the praise, and He is 
Potent over everything. 

2. (=. . 3! ») He it is who has created you*!®, so of you some are 
infidels and some are believers, and Allah is Beholder of what you do?**, 

3. (pad... 3>) He has created the heavens and the earth with 
truth?*", and has fashioned you, and has fashioned you in a comely shape***, and 
to Him is the return. 

4. (ssaa... ply) He knows whatsoever is in the heavens and the 
earth ; and He knows whatsoever you conceal and whatsoever you disclose; 
and Allah is the Knower of whatsoever is in the breasts. 


344. Whether consciously and deliberately, or unconsciouly and automa- 


tically. 
345. (O mankind 3). 
346. Whether acts of obedience and righteousness or of blasphemy and 


rebellion. 
347. i.e., perfectly and suited to every requirement. 
348. i.e., beautiful and well-proportioned ; adapted to the best and highest 


ends, 
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5. (N...) Has not the news reached you of those who dis- 
believed p A and so tasted*^? of the ill consequence of their affair, and 
theirs will be an afflictive torment?59, 

6. (1... 203) That was because their messengers came to them 
with evidences but they said39! : will there guide us a mere human being??? So 
they disbelieved and turned away. And Allah did not need them. Allah. is 
Self-sufficient®*, Praise-worthy. 

7. (a... ge;) Those who disbelieved*** asserted that they would not 
be raised***, Say thou*5*: by my Lord, you shall surely be raised, and to you 
shall be declared what you worked. And that is easy for Allah**", 

8. (z>... 18) So believe in Allah and His messenger and the 
light! which We have sent down. And Allah is Aware of what you work, 

9. (ple. t2) Remember the Day when He will assemble you, the 
Day of Assembly ; that will be the Day of Mutual Loss and Gain?9. Then who- 
Soever believes in Allah and acts righteously He will expiate from him his mis- 
deeds and will make him enter the Gardens whereunder rivers flow, as abiders 
therein for ever. That is a great achievement. 


349, (in this very life). 

350. (in the Hereafter). 

351. (in sheer incredulity). 

352. This ‘humanity’ of the Divine messenger has always been the stumb- 
ling-block of polytheistic peoples. It is incomprehensible to them that a mere 
servant of God, who is neither a demi-God, noran Incarnation, not yet an angel, 
should receive and publish Divine message, The barriers between human and divine 
have always seemed to them impossible to pass. 

353. i.e., free of all needs ; ; absolutely Independent. 

354. (in Our Revelation), 

355. (and called to account) The reference isto those who denied the 
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existence of Future Life and Resurrection, and therefore. denied responsibility for 
their actions. l 

356. (O Prophet !). 

357. i.e., the Almighty. 

358. (ofthe Qurān). 

359. Loss to the stiff-necked ones, and gain to the lowly ones of this world, 
«yw signifies Mutual -é, i. e., cheating or endamaging or overcoming in selling or 
buying......Hence jJ! py, an appellation of the Day of Resurrection ; because 
the people of Paradise will then over-reach „w the people of Hell, by the state 
of enjoyment in which the former will be and the punishment which the latter will 
experience (LL) Or ju >,» may be rendered ‘The Day of Mutual Deceit.’ 
when the blessed will deceive the damned, by taking the places which they would 
have had in Paradise had they been the believers, and vice versa. 
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10. (meil. gals) And they who disbelieve and belie Our signs! those 

will be the fellows of the Fire as abiders therein—- a hapless destination ! 
SECTION 2 

11. (ele... V) No calamity befalls man save by Allah's leave?9?, And 
whoso believes:*! in Allah his heart He guides***. And Allah is the Knower of 
everything. 

12. (endl... !4bt15) Obey Allah and obey the messenger; then if you 
turn away, on Our messenger there is only the clear preaching?®, 

13. (5,2391... à) Allah! there is no god but He! Let in Allah there- 
fore the believers put their trust. 

14. (e3... alet) O you who believe! verily you have an enemy 
among your wives and your children?** ; so beware of them***.  And3** if you 
pardon**’ and pass over®*? and forgive?*?, then surely Allah is Forgiving, 


Merciful®”°, 


360, (according to His universal scheme ; directed to some ultimate good), 
361. i.e., has full faith. 

362. (to peace of mind and tranquillity). 

363. (of Our message, and it is no part of his office to compel anyone). 

364. (causing great moral and spiritual dereliction by distracting you from 


your duties to God and humanity). 
365. (If and when their demands may come it conflict with your obligatory 


duties). 
366. (when on your remonstrance they realise the error of their ways and 


are repentant). 

367. (them, considering that the hindrance they may have occasioned you 
has proceeded from their affection). 

368. (their offences). 

369. (and take no retaliatory measures against them). 

370. Who shall forgive your own faults and shortcomings, and show mercy 


to yourselves. 
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15. (eie ... V!) Your riches and your children are buta trial*??, and 
Allah | -with Him is a mighty wage. 


16. (Gpdidl. . . 1,86) Wherefore fear Allah as far as you are able, and 
listen and obey and spend?", for the benefit of your souls. And whoso is 
guarded against the avarice of his soul, —— those ! they are blissful. 


17. (ge... ol) If you lend to Allah a goodly loan, He will multiply it 
to you??? and will forgive you, and Allah is Appreciative*"'*, Forbearing. 


18. (pS... oe) Knower of the unseen and the seen?'5, the Mighty 
the Wise. 


371. That wars are induced by wealth and a growth of population is now 
recognised by a political writer of the eminence of Professor H. J. Laski :— Probably 
as a result of increasing population, and consequent pressure on the means of 
subsistence, there develops the habit of war ; the more a tribe grows rich, whether 
through agriculture or the progress of arts and crafts, the more it develops the habit 
offighting. For riches at once prompt the instinct of defence in the possessors and 
of attack in those less fortunately situated. We can-see from the history of Anglo- 
Saxon England how its wealth tempted invaders from overseas. These settled 
cown and. sought to repel further invaders like the hosts of William the Norman.’ 
(EMK. I. p. 362) See also P. IX. n. 504. 

372. (in His way). 

373. See P. IL. nn. 293-94. 

374. See P, XXIL n. 384. 

375. Unlike many of the gods of polytheism——of Greece and Egypt in 
particular——who are not omniscient, whose knowledge is limited and conditioned, 
and who have to walk on earth to see what is done. l 
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Surat-ul-T alaq 


Divorce LXV 
(Madinian, 2 Sections and 12 Verses) 
In the name of Allah, the Compassionate, the Merciful. 
SECTION 1 

1. (VÀ... utt) O prophet? ! when you divorce women*”, divorce 
them before their waiting-period*'5, and count their waiting-period??*; and fear 
Allah, your Lord**?, And do not drive them. out of their houses??!, nor should 
they themselves go forth?**, unless they commit a flagrant indecency***. These 
are the bounds of Allah, and he who trespasses the bounds of Allah has surely 
wronged himself. Thou knowest not?** that hereafter Allah may bring something 
new to pass*t5. 


376. Itis the community who are addressed here through their prophet, 
and not the prophet individually, as the plural number of the second person almost 
immediately following shows. 

377. (with whom ye have had sexual intercourse or ‘valid retirement"), 

378. i. e., before their monthly course, when they are clean. This interpre- 
tation is according to the Hanafi law. 

379. i.e, have an accurate account of the waiting-period. 

380. (Who in His wisdom and providence has ordained all these laws for 
your benefit). This emphasizes that matters of marital relationship are notto be 
treated lightly. 

381. i. e., the houses so far occupied by them. 

382. (oftheir own accord, until the term has expired), 
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383. i.e. any serious breach of moral discipline. ist literally is *An 
excess ; an enormity ; anything exceeding the bounds of rectitude.’ In the context 
it means ‘The women's going out without permission, or their using foul language 
against their husband's relations, by reason of the sharpness of their tongues,’ 
(LL). 

384. (O reader !). 


385. (so that the chances of reconciliation between the parties may become 
brighter). 
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2. (b... $) Then*** when they**? have attained their term?**, either 
retain them reputably?*?, or part with them reputably, and?® take as witnesses two 
honest men?** from among you, and set up your testimony for Allah?*?. Thus is 
exhorted he who believes in Allah and the Last Day. And whoso fears Allah He 
makes an outlet for him*. 

3. (L3...45,") And He provides for him from whence he never 
feckons. And whoso puts his trust in Allah, He will suffice him. Verily Allah is 
“sure to attain His purpose, and has assigned to everything a measure®*. 

4. (la... gills) And as to such of your women?** as have despaired 
of menstruation??*, if you be in doubt thereof, their waiting-period is three months, 
as a/so of those who have not yet menstruated?"", And as to those with 
burdens??5, their term is when they have laid down their burden?**, And whoso 
fears Allah, He has made his affair easy unto himself. 


386. (in the course of revocable divorce). 
387. i.e., the divorced women, 


388. (but have not yet quite completed them). cb! e is not only *He 
reached, attained, arrived at, or came to, the place,’ but also ‘He was, or became, 
at the point of reaching it, attaining it, etc.’ So the phrase in the text means, ‘And 
when they are near to attaining, or ending, their term ; or are at the point of accom- 
plishing their term.’ (LL). 


389. (in wedlock, by revoking the divorce). 

390. (in either case), 

391. i.e., men of integrity. 

392. i. e, as giving evidence before God, O witnesses ! 

393. i. e., a way out of all afflictions ; a place of safety. 

394. i. e., in His fore-knowledge every event is timed according to His will. 
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395. i. e, such of divorced wives, 

396. (by reason of their age). 

397. (on account of extreme youth). 

398. i.e, pregnant women ; those who carry life within their wombs. 


399, Usually the waiting-period is the three monthly courses after separa- 
tion ; if there are no courses, or they are in doubt, itis three full months ; in the 
case of pregnant women it is till after delivery. 


400. Whether of the world or of the Hereafter. 
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5. (æ... As) That is the commandment of Allah which He has sent 
down unto you. And whoso fears Allah*?!, He will??? expiate his misdeeds from 
him, and*?* will magnify his wage for him. 

6. (5... yK) Lodge them** wheresoever you are lodging‘ 
according to your means, and do not hurt them so as to straiten them*°*. And 
if they are with burden, spend on them until they lay down their burden'"?, 
Then if they suckle their children for you*** give them their wage*®, and take 
counsel together reputably*?°. And if you!!! make hardship for each other, then 
another woman shall suckle for him'1?, 


7 (La...) Let the affluent spend*? according to his means, and 
whoso is stinted in his subsistence, let him spend of what Allah has given him***, 
Allah does not task any soul except according to what He has vouchasafed it. 
Allah will soon appoint ease for hardship*!5 


SECTION 2 
B. 06... ok) And how many a city*15 trespassed the commandment 


of its Lord and His messengers. We therefore reckoned with them sternly and 
inflicted on them‘? a chastisement unheard of. 


9. (1 . . ils) So they tasted the ill consequence of their affairs‘, 
and loss was the end of their affair. 


401. (in this as in other matters). 

402. (on the negative side). 

403. (on the positive side). 

404, (during the waiting-period). 

405. i.e. in the same house, but not in the same apartment. 


www.besturdubooks.wordpress.com 


LXV. Sürat-ul-Talaq 387 
LS O SSeS ss SOC 


406. (making their lot miserable and hard to bear), 

407. (and not for three months only). 

408. (in consideration of some money). 

409. (in full, as stipulated). 

410. i, e., in the mutual good spirit of give and take. 

411. i.e. the parties concerned, 

412. i.e., as engaged by the father). 

413. (for the maintenance of the child). 

414. (in proportion to his means). 

415. So none should be frightened at this necessary expenditure, 
416. i. e., its population, 

417. (inthis very life), 

418, i.e. they were blotted out of existence ignominiously. 
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10. (f>... 44!) Allah has prepared for them a grievous punish- 
ment; so fear Allah, O men of understanding! those who have believed. 
Surely He has sent down unto you an Admonition —— 

11. (9)... Yes) a messenger reciting to you the revelations of Allah 
as evidences, that he may bring forth*?? those who believe and work righteous 
works from darkness**! unto líghtf?*, And whoso believes in Allah and works 
righteously, him He shall cause to enter the Gardens whereunder rivers flow as 
&biders therein for ever. Surely Allah has made for such an excellent provision. 

12. (de... 4) Allah itis Who has created seven heavens**? and of the 
earth the like thereof*?3-^ : His commandment?* comes down between them ; so 
that!?5 you may know that Allah is Potent over everything, and that Allah does 
encompass everything in His knowledge. 


419, (inthe Hereafter). 

420, (by his precept and example). 

421, (of infidelity and impiety). 

422. (of belief and piety). 

423, See P. II n. 129. 

423-A. This means that the layers of the earth are seven in number, 
424, i.e., God's law, spiritual as well as physical, 

425, i, e., you are told this in order that. —— 
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Sarat-ul'T ahrim 
The Prohibition LX VI 


(Madinian, 2 Sections and 12 Verses) 
In the name of Allah, the Compassionate, the Merciful. 
SECTIONS 1 


1T. (ero... az!let) O prophet! why dost thou forbid‘** for thee what 
Allah has allowed to thee, seeking the goodwill of thy wives*??? And Allah is 
Forgiving, Merciful. 

2. (e$... a5) Surely Allah has ordained for you absclution'?* from 
your oaths?’ ;-and Allah is your Patron’, and He is the Knower, the Wise. 


426. (by taking a vow), The allusion is to some incident in the holy 
Prophet's domestic life, 

427. (in thy over-fondness or tenderness towards them). 

428. (by having fixed an expiation for that purpose). 

429. (of such a kind). 

430. i. e., your friend, helper and protector. 
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3. (al... 3) And recall when the prophet confided a storyt! to 
one of his spouses, then she disclosed it***. Allah apprised him of itt33 ; he made 
known a part of it'*!, and‘*5 a part he withheld***, Then when he had apprised 
her of it, she said: who has told thee of it? He said: the Knower, the Aware 
has told me. 

4. (mP... 4,50!) Then if you twain'* turn to Allah repentant, /t is 
well, surely your hearts are so inclined. But if you support each other against 
him, then verily Allah! his friend is He and Jibril, and so are the righteous 
believers*?5, and furthermore angels are Ais aiders*?. 

5. (Kls... 4e) If he divorce yout, perchance his Lord will give 
him in exchange better wives than you'*! : Muslims, believers, devout, penitent, 
worshippers, given to fasting, both non-virgins!*? and virgins. 

6. (os. . 33! lel) O you who believe! guard yourselves and your 
households'*? against a Fire the fuel whereof is mankind and stones***, Over it 
are angels, stern *!5, strong*** ; they do not disobey Allah in what He commands 
them**”, and they do*** what they are commanded“, 

7. (o4... Allah) O you who disbelieve**? ! excuse not yourselves 
To-day ; you are only being requited for what you have been working*®. 


431. What exactly this story was is rather immaterial, and is therefore not 
preserved in the Holy Writ. 

432. (to a co-wife). 

433. (by a special Revelalion). 

434. (to the wife who had divulged his secret) cà 4 signifies, "The making 
to know, syn. e» >? (LL). 

435. (out of modesty and considerateness of her feelings). 

436. (thereof from her), i.e., the Prophet told her that he had ceme to know 
of her breach of confidence, but forbore from upbraiding her in any way, 
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437. i.e., the two co-wives concerned. 

438. (so the Prophet cannot be injured by any petty domestic intrigues). 

439, Here is ‘an instance of 4» in a plural sense.” (LL). 

440. (O wives of the Prophet !). 

441. (so you ought not to presume too much on yourselves). 

442. .J is *A woman who has become separated from her husband in any 
manner, or ‘one that is not a virgin,’ or ‘a woman to whom a man has gone in.'(LL) 

443. (by adopting a life of righteousness). 

444, ‘On the eve ofthe Hijra in all nomadic Arabia, particularly in the 
Hijaz, religion shows, behind this practica multiplex; and throughout the varying 
local observance one characteristic trait ; the predominance and popularity of Jitho- 
latry, the cult of sacred stones.” (Lammens, op. cit., p. 17). See also P.I. n. 103, 

445. (not gentle and tender towards the inmates of Hell). 

446. Who cannot be overcome or successfully resisted by anyone. 

447. i.e., most unflinching in their duty. 

448. (precisely and without fail). 

449. The angels, in Islam, possess like all living sentient beings distinct per- 
sonalities, and are neither degraded gods nor mere attributes and abstractions per- 
sonified. They are perfectly obedient servents of God. This does away with the 
Jewish and Christian misconceptions of angels. ‘The OT nowhere lays stress on the 
moral character of angels...... Consequently, angels were divided not into good and 
bad, but into those who worked wholly and those who worked only partly, in obe- 
dience to God. This latter division still seems to hold its own in NT alongside of 
the former.' (EBi, c. 168) 

450. Thus will the infidels be addressed as they will be cast into Hell. 

451. i.e; you are only reaping the harvest of your own deeds. 
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SECTION 2 


8. (4.8. . dt let) O you who believe! turn to Allah with a sincere 
repentance. Belike**2 your Lord will expiate from you your misdeeds and cause 
you to enter Gardens whereunder rivers flow ; on the Day whereon Allah will not 
humiliate*** the prophet and those who believe with him. Their light'&* will be 
running before them*** and on their right hands, and they will say: our Lord! 
perfect for us our light*®*, and forgive us: verily Thou art over everything Potent. 

9. (aJ. . lt ell) O Prophet! strive hard against the infidels'*" and 


the hypocrites‘®, and be stern to them. And their abode is Hell: a hapless 
destination. 


452. -e ‘as uttered by God, is expressive. of an event of necessary occur- 
rence in the whole of the Kuran, (LL). 


453. (but on the other hand, honour and glorify). 
454, Symbolic of their true faith. 
455. (and leading them on the right way to Paradise), 


456. Unlike the light of the hypocrites, which will fail them in the way. 
457. (with arms). 
458. (with words). 


www.besturdubooks.wordpress.com 


LXVI. Surat-ul-Tahrim l 


DA „7 


m Ski d SS 5eGhs UJ! c UI L431 fiit Qs a Go Cgke 


555 XL ji à. EG De Ss we 35 T Ua 


IAA A d E 


PR AA AFI OTSA ES | AA oe EP X 3 4 0» 
^ , ril ML: 
SG See SEs etka, C5425 Keil Ge A S 


10. (asd... 2) Allah propoundeth for those who disbelieve** the 
similitude of the wife of Nūh and the wife of Lüt*€. They were under two of 
our righteous bondmen'*!, then they defrauded them**t. Wherefore the twain 
availed them naught against Allah**?, and it was said: enter you twain the Fire 
with those who enter. 

11. (ended! .. v) And Allah propoundeth for those who believe** 
the similitude of the wife1*5 of Fir'awn, when she said***: my Lord! build me in 
Thine presence**? a house in the Garden and deliver me from Firawn and his 
handiwork***, and deliver me from the transgressing people. 

12. (ud. . e23) And the similitude of Maryam daughter of Imran**, 
who preserved her chastity*'?, wherefore We breathed in itt?! of Our Spirits. 
And she testified to the words of her Lord*'? and His Books and she was of the 
devout*'*, 


459. (that they may be warned thereby). 

460. (both of whom on account of their infidelity and impiety perished in this 
world and the Hereafter). See P. VIII. n. 570 ff ; P. XII. n. 249 ff : P. XIX. n. 301, 

461. (and had thus every opportunity of coming in close contact with faith 
and virtue). It is said of a married woman ò% «4.6, she was under the 
authority of so-and-so.’ (WGAL. II. p..196) às -£ ow means ‘Such a one has 
as-his wife such a woman.’ (LL). 

462. (oftheir due as the apostles of God, and persisted in their course of 
impiety and unbelief), tls is the contrary of zu! , and does not relate only to 
property but also to other things.' (LL). 

463. So mere personal relationship or close association, without faith and 
virtue, can do no good. ; 

464. (that they may be consoled thereby). 

465. Whom the Bible mistakenly calls his daughter——a believing woman 
who had saved the life of Moses in his infancy, See P. XX, n, 112. 
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466. Perhaps as she was being persecuted for her true faith. 
467. Literally ‘near Thee.’ 

468. i.e., the evil consequences of his acts of blasphemy. 
469, See P. III. n. 356, 

470. See P. VI. no. 538: P. XVII. n. 206. 

471. (through our arch-angel Gabriel). 

472. Which caused her conception. 

473. Which she received through His angels. 


474, Neither a Divine Being to be adored as imagined by the Christians, nor 
an immoral woman as supposed by her Jewish calumniators. 
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PART XXIX 


Surat-ul- Mull 


The Sovereignty. LXVII 
(Makkan, 2 Sections and 30 Verses) 
In the name of Allah, the Compassionate, the Merciful. 
SECTION 1 

1. (ga... A Blessed be He’, in Whose hand is the sovereignty, 
and He is Potent over everything. 

2. (931. . s) Who has created death? and life?, that He might test 
yout as to which of you is excellent in work*. And He is the Mighty®, the 
Forgiver’. 

3. (9 ... s3} Who has created the seven heavens in storeys*, Thou 
shalt not find any oversight in the creation? of the Compassionate. Then repeat 
thy look, dost thou find any crack! ? 

4. (v... e) Then repeat thy look twice over, and thy look will 
return to thee dim and drowsy’, 


1. ‘When used in speaking of God, the assertory (not optative) prefects 
2 ,U and JW are examples of the reflexive signification of this form : 4i, : God 
has made Himself (is become of and through Himself) blessed, or perfect, above 
all, (WGAL. I. p. 40). i 

2. This corrects and contradicts the Jewish views: “God created man to 
be immortal ;...... nevertheless through envy of the devil came death into the world. 
For God made not death." (JE. IV. p. 483). 
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3. Both life and death have been personified and deified by the pagans, 
who heve raised temples and sung hymns of praise to them. In Islam they are no 
more than ‘created’ beings like the rest of creation. 


4. (O mankind!) In the words of a distinguished scientist, ‘death came 
that life may be worth living.' 


5.. So it is by action that man can make his soul grow and save it from 
corruption. 


6. i. e., Able to punish the guilty and to carry out His Will and Purpose 
perfectly. 


7. This corrects and contradicts the view that God is bound by the neces- 
sity of His own law to effect requital in every instance. 


8. bU may also mean ‘in harmony,’ 
9. (of heaven, O reader !) 


10, i.e.,canst thou detect any flaw or defect in God's handiwork? The 
argument is from the cosmic order of the universe, ‘Reason is that in us which 
demands sequence, regularity, and order in things, It resents mere accident and 
chance occurrence. It could, in fact, only exist in a cosmos, i. e., an orderly world, 
And such a cosmos it finds from the first in sun and moon, in plant and animal, 
but mixed as it appears with what is incalculable and purely capricious——that is 
irrational. But the more it knows, the more ground it finds for confidence 
that the appearance of capriciousness is due only to its ignorance. Nature, it grows 
to believe, is, in this sense, rational through and through, that it corresponds to this 
fundamental demand of reason for law and order in all things. This faith in a uni- 
versal order—-—a faith continually more and more fully justified ——is what 
makes science possible.’ 


10-A. The more we observe Nature, the more we realise that it is a vast, 
huge Unity, every part in the substantial fabric of the Universe being bound to every 
other part, with no rift, no lacuna whatsoever. 
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5. (adi... 235) And assuredly We have bedecked the nearest sky! 
with Jamps** and We have made them missiles for pelting devils!*, and We have 
prepared for them the torment of the Blaze. 

6. (sal... dls) And for those who disbelieve in their Lord will be 
the torment of Hell —— a hapless destination I l 

7. (o... 131) When they will be cast in it, they will hear a braying 
as it boils up; 

8. (3...) it almost bursts up with rage**. So often as a com- 
pany*® is cast in it, its keepers will ask them!* : did not a warner come to you”? 

9. (5... \j%) They will say: surely a warner did come to us but 
we belied Aim and said : Gcd has not sent down aught ; you are naught but in 
a great error”, 

10. (uJ)... 1J6,) And they will say??: had we been wont to listen?! 
or to reflect!?, we would not have been among the fellows of the Blaze. 

11. (null... lge) So they will confess their sin. Far away be they, 
the fellows of the Blaze! E 

12. (4$. . xA ol) Those Who are in awe of their Lord unseen*', theirs 
shall be forgiveness and a great wage. 

13. (ssaa... 12,5) And whether you keep your discourse secret or 
disclose it, verily He is the Knower of what is in the breasts. 

a nn Uncen 

11, i, e., nearest in relation to the earth. 

12, i.e., with radiant stars. 

13, eye) means ‘shooting stars, which are believed to be hurled at the 
devils that listen by stealth, beneath the lowest heaven, to the words of the angels 
therein.” (LL). l 

14. A is, vehement anger, and has a more intensive signification than 


15. (ofthe infidels). 
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16. (reproachfully wondering at the incredible perversity of mankind), 

17. i, e., are you taken unawares, or is it that you refused to profit by his 
warnings ? 

18, (by way of Revelation). 

19. i. e., you are yourself deluded. 

20. (in utter anguish). 

21. (to the voice of the warner) 

22. i,e., to use our own intelligence. Apart from glittering light of Reve- 
lation, there are in all nature around us and in our own conscience enough ‘manifest 
signs’ of God and His unity. 

23. (of infidelity). The confession at this belated hour would be of no avail 
as the time for amendment would have long been past. 

24. i,e., without perceiving Him with their bodily eyes they realize Him in 
their very being. 
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14. (459... Y!) Will not He Who has created know? He is the 
Subtile, the Aware. 


SECTION 2 

15. (s... walle) He it is Who has made the earth subservient?’ to 
you ; so go forth in the tracts thereof, and eat of His provision**. And to Him 
is the Resurrection?". 

16. (sf... e.) Are you secure that He Who is in the heaven” will 
not sink the earth with you, and then it should quake? 

17. (3... ¢!) Orare you secure that He Who isin the heaven will 
not send against you a whirlwind??? Soon?? you shall know how?! has been 
My warning. 

18. (45...4,) And assuredly those before them have belied, then 
how? has been My wrath ? 

19. (ym... dy Do they not see the birds? above them outstretching 
their wings** and also closing them? None sustains them except the 
Compassionate. Verily He is Beholder of everything. 

20. (sf... o) Who is he, besides the Compassionate, that can be 
an army unto you and succour you? The infidels? are but in delusion. 


25. Itis the earth that is made for man, and not man for the earth. The 
enunciation of this simple doctrine demolishes the polytheistic conceptions of+Earth- 
Goddess’ and *Mother-Earth." 

26. Which grows upon the earth. 

27. Which reminds us that in all human activities the Hereafter is the 
real goal. 

28. i, e., Who rules the heaven as well (Th). 
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(——————— Ó— —— — n iul (d Ü 
29. (driving the sands to overwhelm you) 
30. ie, immediately at your death 
31. i. e, how true and fateful ! 
32. i.e., how terrible ! 


33. Whose flight is one of the most wonderful instances of purposive adap- 
tation. 


34. (continuously in their flight). 


35. (at will ; and they maintain in either case their balance in the mid-air 
as ordained by God's providence), 


36. (wandering away from God’s mercy and grace, the only two sources of 
our strength). 
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21. (49... 5) Should He? withhold His provision, who is he that 
can provide for you? Aye? ! they persist in perversity and aversion??. 

22. (gi... c) Is he, then, who goes about? grovelling upon his 
face!! better directed!? or he who walks evenly on a straight path ? 

23. (oo Ks .. J) Say thou** : He it is Who has brought you forth and 
has endowed you with hearing and sights and hearts‘. Little thanks it is you 
give ! 

24. (05,24 ...., 9) Say thou: He it is Who has spread you over the 
earth, and to Him you shall be gathered*®. 

l 25. (a5. . oJis) And they” say: when will this promise? come to 
pass, if you say sooth®°. 

26. (o ... J) Say thou®!: the knowledge"? thereof is only with 
"Allah, and | am but a manifest warner?$. 

27. (os... Ws) But when they will see it proximating sad will be the 
countenances of ‘hose who disbelieve**, and it will be said: this is what you 
have been calling for". 

28. (ps)... Ji) Say thou: think! if Allah destroy me and those with 
me**, or have mercy on us?", who will protect the infidels from an afflictive 
torment ? 

29. (ue... Ji) Say thou: He is the Compassionate; in Him we have 
believed®®, and in Him we have put our trust, And soon?! you will know who 
it is that is in manifest error. 

30. (cm... J) Say thou: think! were your water to be sunk away®, 
who then® could bring you water welling-up ? 


37. ——the only source of all sustenance—— 
38, (instead of choosing the plain, smooth, path of reason and faith). 


www.besturdubooks.wordpress.com 


402 l Part XXIX 


39. (from the truth). 

40. (in paths of darkness and error, depriving himself of the light of God's 
guidance) 

41. (stumbling on the way all the while). 

42. (and more likely to get to the goal). 

43, (O Prophet !), 

44. So He ought to be our all-in-all. 

45. i.e. how very ungrateful on your part then to turn away from Him 
and to use God-given gifts for altogether wrong purposes ! 

46. Which end is to be constantly kept in view. 

47. i.e., the Makkan pagans, 

48. (to the believers, by way of ridicule and denial), 

49. (ofthe coming of the Judgment Day). 

50. In the first preaching of Islam, ‘the announcement of the Day of Jud- 
ment is much more prominent than the Unity of God : and it was against his reve- 
lations concerning Doomsday that his opponents directed their satire during the first 
twelve years. It was not love of their half-dead gods but anger at the wretch who 
was never tired of telling them, in the name of Allah, that all their life was idle...... 
despicable, that in the other world they would be outcasts, which opened the 
floodgates of irony and scorn against Mohammed’ (Hurgronje: Mohammedanism, 
p. 34). 

51, (in answer, O Prophet !) 

52. (of the exact time of the Last Day). 

53. Who has only to announce the fact of its coming, and not dating or 
timing it. 

54, (realising their terrible error too late), 

55. (and what you desired to hasten), 

56. (in the near future as you so keenly desire). 

57. (and preserve us from you, as He has promised us). 

58. (in either case). 

59. (and thus have ensured our well-being in the Hereafter). 

60. (so wecan very well take our sorrows and affliction in this world as 
mere trials). 

61. (when you find yourselves afflicted and ourselves safe). 

62 (and lost underground, while sudden and complete cessation .of all 
supply of water is sure to cause death). 

63. (independent of the Almighty) So He alone is the source of all life, 
material as well as spiritual. 
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Surat-ul-Qalam 


The Pen. LXVIII 
(Makkan, 2 Sections and 52 Verses) 
In the name of Allah, the Compassionate, the Merciful. 
SECTION 1 


(05,12 . .. 0) Nin’, By the pen and by what they® inscribe. 
(om... V) Through the grace of thy Lord. thou art not mad** 
(Ose... ol») And verily for thee will be an unending wage". 
(ple... duty) And verily thou art of a high and noble disposition? 
( masas 9 paid) Soon? thou wilt see and they” will see?! —— 
(oA Kb) Which of you is afflicted with madness”. 
7. (ytd... o) Verily thy Lord is the best Knower of him who has 
strayed from the path and the best Knower of him who is the guided one”, 
8. (uw...) So do not obey thou the beliers'*. 
9. (osaa. . 1429) They would like that thou shouldst be a pliant'5, so 
that they a/so will be a pliant?*. 
10. (ue... Ys) And do not obey thou any ignominious swearer’’, 
11. (e e e o oh) defamer, spreader abroad of slander, 


12. (ed... gi) hinderer of the good, trespasser, sinner, 


DARPRUN?P 


64. gsi , in addition to its other meanings, signifies ‘an ink-horn,’ See P. 


65. i.e, the angels registering the Divine Decrees, 

66, (as imagined by thy calumniators, O Prophet !) See P. IX. n. 328, 
67. (commensurate with thy work of preaching). 

68. i.e. thou standest on an exalted standard of character, and thy life is 
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a wonderful living illustration and explanation of the Qur'an itself.’ ‘The proper 
signification of 3e is the moral character ; or the fashion of the inner man.’ (LL) 
*His behaviour was now also the standard for his people after his death ; inexorable 
against his enemies so long as they opposed him, yet he did not know revengefulness, 
he was gentle towards the vanquished, indulgent and tolerant to all unbelievers.’ 
(Damer, quoted in Dr, Zaki Ali’s Islam in the world, p. 13) See also P. IV. 
nn. 295-96. 

69. i.e., in the Hereafter, and also in this very world, 

70. i.e. thy detractors. 

7]. (through the logic of events ; in the light of actual facts of history). 

72. (and bereft of his senses). 

73. (and will requite each accordingly). 

74. (Just as Thou hast not obeyed them in the pas ). 

75. (with them) i. e., thou wilt let them alone in their idolatry and other 
foul practices. 

76. (with thee) i. e., so that they will cease to revile and persecute thee. 

77, i.e., one who on account of his habitual and false swearing is looked 


down upon, 
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13. (933... J=) gross, and moreover ignoble'* —— 

14. (os... 0!) end thus, because he is owner of riches and 
children”. 
15. (Y1... 131) When Our revelations are rehearsed to him he says: 

fables of the ancients** 

16. (ps6 pi.. 4.) Soon We shall brand him on the snout*. 

17. (coma... V) Verily We! We have tried them** even as We tried? 
the men of a garden** when they swore® that they would surely pluck it in the 
morning?*, 

18. (os. Y ») and they made in the assertion no reservation’. 

19. (oS... ali) Wherefore there visited it from your Lord an 
encircling visitation®® while they slept, 

20. (pya cosh) Then in the morning it became as if it had been 
plucked*?, 

21. (am laxi) Then in the morning they cried out to each other”. 

22. (ob .. o) Saying : go out early to your tilth if you would pluck. 

23. (oba... 4) Then they went off speaking to each other 
in a low voice; 

24. CE ... ol) Let there enter upon you no needy man today’. 

25. (gs5... \sats) And they went out early determined in purpose?*?, 

26. (09:49... V) Then when they saw it*?, they said: indeed we are 

gone astray?* 

27. (o2...) Mas! it is we who have been robbed? ! 

28. (dp... dé) And the most moderate of them’? said: did! not 
tell you’? : why do you not hallow Him*? ? 

29. (cub... 13%) They said now in repentance!^: hallowed be Our 
Lord ! verily we have been wrong-doers. 


rers E p a rim i a i t ELE AC ————— 
T8. eis is ‘One adopted among a people to whom he does not belong... 
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108. (and tock heed). 

109. (in the Hereafter). 

110. (O pagans !). 

111. by supposing that the infidels would bé on the same footing with the 
believers in the Next World). 

112. (from heaven). 

113. i. e. is promised to you. 

114. i,e., you will enjoy. 

115. i.e., who will vouch for their good condition in the Hereafter, 

116. (who will vouch for them, and make their condition in the Next life 
equal to that of the Muslims). 


www.besturdubooks.wordpress.com 


LXVIII. Sarat-ul-Oalam "T 


gn Lp Dew ! DU G55 jS P638 AGS Sas ona G aint 24 


49224 2 49) 27 2 Z4 y on 245 2 5^4 


pO IES 5 BPEL EUR, CSE} 955 3505 e GP? eb 
p "RC yr OGLE 2525 55285 pe^ MOON 
$3 BEG 585 Mp gH lS GÉ 5 ys en Soo Gs e 
o Gap is a 8555 5 Ost 35 THI Lf a G3 aZ vo dj 
$ cond 28) Egi "I rata SERB US ai SUES d 
Seas 3 SG 


42. (à .. t2) Remember the Day when the shank shall be bared!” 
and they!!? shall be called upon to prostrate themselves, but they!!? shall not be 
able#??, 

43. (o Q4... itl) Downcast will be their looks!?^; abjectness will 
overspread them. Surely they had been called upon to prostrate themselvest??, 

while yet they were wholet?*, 

44. (dple . . 323) Let Me alone with him who belies this discourse!? : 
We lead them on by steps!*5 whence they perceive not, 

45. (om... gly) And I bear with them!26, Verily My contrivance is 


ra 


enger 


sure. 
46. (oz... ¢) Dost thou ask them a wage!"", so that they are laden 


with debt!*, 

47. (oS .. (9) Is with them the Unseen??? so that they write down'?? 
Allah's decrees? 

48. (eX. . 2%) Be thou patient, then, with thy Lord's judgment", 
end do not be thou like him? of the fisht**, when he cried out!?*, while he was 
in anguish?**, 

49. (epi... Y3) Had there not reached him the grace from his Lord, 
he would surely have: been cast into the wilderness in a plight.. 

50. (ced)... 4x6) Then his Lord chose him'**, and made him of the 
righteous!, ` 

51. (092... o!) And when those who disbelieve hear the Admoni- 
tion! ; they shall cause thee to stumble with the stern looks!**, and they say: 
indeed he is mad. 

52. (cal... by) While! it*^-^ is naught but an admonition to the 
worlds!4!, 


ae 


117. i. e., some very special form of Divine Manifestation will take place. 
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108. (and took heed). 

109. (in the Hereafter). 

110. (O pagans !). 

111. by supposing that the infidels would be on the same footing with the 
believers in the Next World). 

112. (from heaven). 

113. i.e.,is promised to you. 

114. i.e., you will enjoy. 

115. ie. who will vouch for their good condition in the Hereafter. 

116. (who will vouch for them, and make their condition in the Next life 


equal to that of the Muslims). 
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42. (apu...) Remember the Day when the shank shall be bared!’ 
and they!!! shall be called upon to prostrate themselves, but they!? shall not be 
able**?, 

43. (50442... v) Downcast will be their looks!?*; abjectness will 
overspread them. Surely they had been called upon to prostrate themselves!??, 
while yet they were wholet??, 

44. (554 .. 9,3) Let Me alone with him who belies this discourse”: 
We lead them on by steps!*$ whence they perceive not. 

45. (om... di) And | bear with them'?*, Verily My contrivance is 
sure, 

46. (oàs... e) Dost thou ask them a wage!", so that they are laden 
with debt??8, 

47. (ò .. e) Is with them the Unseen™®, so that they write down! 
Allah's decrees? 

48. (e A. . ò) Be thou patient, then, with thy Lord's judgment'!!, 
and do not be thou like him??? of the fish?5, when he cried out!**, while he was 
in anguish 95, 

49. (ep... YJ) Had there not reached him the grace from his Lord, 
he would surely have been cast into the wilderness in a plight.. 

50. (ata... &x$) Then his Lord chose him?**, and made him of the 
righteous!9/, ` 

51. (ös... . ói) And when those who disbelieve hear the Admoni- 
tion! ; they shall cause thee to stumble with the stern looks!??, and they say: 
indeed he is mad. 

52. (aM. .. by) While? it!*^-^ is naught but an admonition to the 
worlds!tt, 


117. i. e., some very special form of Divine Manifestation will take place. 
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(Th) But the expression ‘uncovering the shank’ in Arabic has also another mea- 
ning, and is indicative of a grievous and terrible calamity, Thus it is said, ‘War has 
uncovered its shank,’ when it is meant to express the fury and rage of battle, ‘And 
one says of a man when difficulty, or calamity, befalls him, 4i. e à , meaning, 
he prepared himself for difficulty, (LL) Cf, OT :—Take the millstones and grind 
meal : uncover thy locks, make bare the leg, uncover the thigh, pass over the rivers.' 
(Is. 47 : 2). 

118, i.e., mankind, 

119, i. e., the infidels, 

120, (in spite of their best efforts, because the time of acceptance shall be 
past, and their backs shall become stiff and inflexible). 

121, (with shame and terror). 

122. (but they would not hear). 

123, i,e., in full possession of the power of judgment and will, and living in 
this world, 

124, (and grieve not over the fate of such, O Prophet !) 

125, (to ultimate destruction, by giving them respite in this world), 

126. (for the time being, so as to make them all the more forgetful of death, 
and then overtake them in their most heedless state). 

127. (for thy preaching, O Prophet +!) i.e., it costs the infidels nothing to 
hear the Prophet, 

128, (on that account, and are therefore loth with thee), 

129, i, e., have they the knowledge of the Unseen and of God's ordinances, 
independent of thee, and without the mediation of a prophet, 

130. i. e, so that they transcribe the same from the table of God's decrees 
and feel no need of the Revelation vouchsafed to thee, 

131. (regarding the respite given to the pagans of thy times). 

132, (in impatience). 

133, i.e., the Prophet Jonah, See P, XVII. n. 191. 

134. (to his Lord). 

135. (in the belly of the fish), See Appendix to P. XXIII. 

136. (once more, and forgave him his momentary human weakness). 

137. (of yet greater rank and station). 

138. i.e.the Holy Quràn. 

139, (in the intensity of their hatred). 

140-A (as a matter of fact). 

140, i.e., the Quran. 

141. i, e., far from being the outcome of madness or demoniacal possession, 
it is the sure and unfailing antidote to all kinds of evil in the world, 
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Sarat-ul-Haqqah 


The Inevitable. LXIX 
(Makkan, 2 Sections and 52 Verses) 
in the name of Allah, the Compassionate, the Merciful. 
SECTION 1 

1. (AX) The Inevitable Calamity ! 

2. ( JL ) What is the Inevitable Calamity ! 

3. (aIL... 4) And what will make thee know™? what the Inevitable 
Calamity is ? 

4, (ak... um) The tribes of Thamüd and ‘Aad belied the Striking 
Day. 

5. (Wt... 4b) As for Thamüd, they were destroyed by an out- 
bursti**, 

6. (£v...) And as for ‘Aad, they were destroyed by a wind, 
furious, roaring**, 

7. (i,e... M) to which He subjected them for seven nights and 
eight days in succession so that thou?*® mightest have seen men during it lying 
prostrate, as though they were stumps of palm ruinedits, 


8. (34... Je) Dost thou see any remnant of them? 


9. (45 ....4,) And Firawn and those before him and the over- 
turned cities!" committed sin. 


142. (O Prophet !). 
143. Or ‘thundering noise.’ 
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10. (t... lai) And they disbelieved their Lord's messenger, so He 
seized them with an increasing grip!^?, 


11. (41, . Vi) Verily We bore you, when the water rose!^9?, upon a 
traversing ark}®°, 


12. (isiy... Weel) that We might make it an admonition unto you and 
that it might be retained by the retaining ears. - 


13, (iais... bb) And when the Trumpet will sound a single blast", 


14. (duel)... eles) and the earth and the mountains will be bornet!, 
and they will be crushed with a single crushing!'. 


15. (WA... x4,5) Then on that Day will happen the event. 


16. (i45... easily) And the heaven will be rent in sunder ; frail it will 
be on that Day. 


17. (t... sills) And the angels?® will be on its borders, and 
eight!**-of them will on that Day!5* bear the Throne of thy Lord over them. 


18. (i... it») The Day whereon you will be mustered!*", nothing 
hidden by you will be hidden!**, 


19. (a... Wb) Then as to him, whose book!*? will be vouchsafed to 
him in his right hand, he will say#® : here! read my record ; 


20. (a...) verily | was sure! that! would have to face my 
reckoning. 


21. (£25... 38) Then he shall be in a life well-pleasing. 
22. (a...) Ina lofty Garden, 
23. (ails Wo) of which the clusters!*? wi// be near at hand"*?. 


148. (in severity). 
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hand), 
161, 


162, 


(of Noah's deluge). 
(built to Our Command, and saved you, O believers !). 
(for the first time and all of a sudden). 


i, e., moved from their place. 


i, e., dashed in pieces and crushed to powder at one stroke. 


(inhabiting the centre of the heaven). 
(angels, instead of four as at present). 

(at the second blast of the Trumpet). 
(before God for Judgment, O mankind !). 
(from Him). 

(of records). 


Part XXIX 


(to those around him, overjoyed at his getting his record in the right 


ob is not always indication of doubt; sometimes, as here, is signifies 
suré knowledge. 


i, e., fruits in bunches, 


163, (and hanging low, so thatthey could be gathered and enjoyed in 
dignified ease). 
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24. (i... 1,8) Eat and drink with benefit for what yow sent on 
beforehand in days pastt**. 

25. (42$...) Then as to him whose record will be vouchsafed to 
him in his left hand, he will say!*5: Oh! would that! had not been given my 
record at all, 

26. (al>... e») nor known what was my reckoning. 

27. (dell... ib) Oh! would that it would have been the 
ending!**. 

28. (44... u4) My riches have availed me not; 

29. (aL... th) my authority!" has perished for me. 

30. (e si> } Seize him!**, and chain him ; 

31. (ese... 2) then roast him in the Scorch ; 

32. (b...) then fasten him'** with a chain seventy cubits 


33. (A&N... si) Verily he was wont not to believe in Allah, the Great ; 
34. (oK... Ys) nor he urged on others the feeding of the poor”, 
35. (e... ui) No friend is therefore for him here this Day, 

36. (che... Ys) nor any food except the filthy corruption???, 

37. (obb... Y) None will eat it except the sinners. 

SECTION 2 


38. (ösa...) | swear by what you see, 
39. (55,4 3V&,) and by what you do not see!"?, 
40. (e ... 4!) that it is the speech brought by an honourable 


envoy"*, 
4. (555...) and itis not the speech of a poet" *, Little it is that 


you believe. 


164, (when vou were in the world), This will be said to them, 
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165. (in extreme anguish). 


166. i.e, would that death had made an end of me altogether, and would 
not have brought me to this new world at all, ‘It’ refers to ‘death’ understood. 


167. (over men). 

168. (O keepers of Hell !) 

169. The measurement is not of this world but of the Hereafter. 

170. i. e, wrap him round with it, so that he may not be able to stir. 
171——far from himself feeding the poor—— 

172. (flowing from the bodies of the damned). 

173. (of My creation) i. e., My entire creation becomes witness, 
174. i. e., a trusted angel. 

175, See P. XVII. n. 14; P, XIX, n. 368, 
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42. (535% .,. 35) Nor itis the speech of a soothsayer!*, Little are 


you admonished. 
43. (oJ...) It is a Revelation from the Lord of the worlds. 


44. (4... 3) And if he!” Pad forged concerning Us some dis- 


courses. 
45. (ell... UY) We surely would have seized him by the right 


hand. 
46. (cs)... e) and then severed his life-veint*, 
47. (ay...) And not one of you would have withheld Us from 


punishing him. 
48. (at... as) And surely it is an Admonition to the God-fearing. 


49. (a4... Uls) And verily We know that some among you belie™, 
50. EA . . 417) And verily it sha/l-be an occasion of anguish to 


the Infidels*®°. 
51. (ux... als) And verily it is the truth of absolute certainty!*. 


52. (A... cr) So48 hallow thou#8 the name of thy Lord, the 


Great!*. 
A a i aaaamamamaaaaamaaaaaaaaaasaasasasasasssasasusnu 
176. In Pre-Islamic Arabia, ‘beside the poet (Shair), and below him, was the 
Kahin, or the soothsayer, and below him the 'arraf', a kind of diviner. These, 
too, were under the influence of Jinn, but in a less exalted way. The Kahins were 
soothsayers connected with a sanctuary...The Kahins usually cast their oracles in 
verse, (ERE. X. p. 136) See P. XXVII. n. 77, 
177. i. e, the holy Prophet. 
178, (thus causing his instantaneous death). 
179. Who will receive their punishment at its proper time, 
180, When the consequences of its rejection will become apparent to them, 
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181. i. e, the very truth. Every truth is in itself certain, but certainty has 
degrees. First there is a certainty of reasoning or inference, known as cu je. 
Next there is a certainty of sense-perception, called gi ys, Last, there isa 
certainty, the highest degree of it, the absolute certainty, with no possibility of error, 
either of judgement or perception, and this is what is termed. gal y . 

182, i. e. in return for this great gift of Divine Revelation, 

183, (O Prophet !) 


184, The Author of this Book, 


www.besturdubooks.wordpress.com 


LXX. Sürat-ul-Ma'àrij 419 


nf "M 


aaaoaaaaaaaaaoaaaoaaonaoaaaaaaaaaaaaaaoaaaooaaoaaaaaoooooaaaaooage 


4 


west 


boi EUG BER Ea i6 Ax oC Se S55 ÉS 
° Pid 


Y 490” 4^2. 2, 22r 0» 2^ E dés o da 2 apr wl 
O Sam, deat. Gls or? goa FAS 2» : ed e QE 35 


2 2A ww 
o3 TM MEI 
2 


Sürat-ul-Maarij 


The Ascending Steps. LXX 
(Makkan, 2 Sections and 44 Verses) 
In the name of Allah, the Compassionate, the Merciful. 
SECTION 1 


1. (Æ... JL) A questioner has questioned about chastisement 
about to befal/15*, : 
2. (gh... iR) the infidels??? which is not to be averted, 
3. (gA... å o) from Allah!*', Owner of the ascending steps!**. 
4. (X- ... gs) Thereby the angels ascend to Him and a/so the 
spirit** ; on a Day!*? whose space is fifty thousand years!?!, 
5. (der... 28) Be thou!*? patient!*? with a becoming patience?**, 
6. (lan... pe!) Verily they!?* see it?’ afar off. 
7. (lust Ajs) and We see it nigh, 
8. (MS... ex) It shall befall on a Day whereon the sky will become 
like dregs of oil”. 
9. (a8... o,) And the mountains wil! become like dyed wool!*5, 
10. (Wa... Y) and not a friend shall ask a friend!*?, 
11. (e... peores) though they shall be made to see one another. 
The guilty??? would like to ransom himself from the torment of that Day by:?! 
his children, 


185, The person alluded to here is either Nudhar bin al Harith or Abu Jahl, 
both of whom had challenged the Prophet to bring upon them some dreadful 
judgment. 

186, (on the Judgment Day). 
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: 

187. i, e.. being inflicted by Him. 

188. By which prayers and righteous actions ascend to heaven. 

189. i. e, the souls of the believers. 

190. i, e., that judgment shall befall on a Day. 

191. *Asit will appear to the unbelievers in the intensity of their agony’. 
(Th). 

192. (and bear their insults, O Prophet !) 

193. i, e., nowthat the judgment is certain, 

194, i. e., without a tinge of complaint, 

195, i. e. the scoffers, 

196. i.e., the Judgment Day. 

197, Or ‘like metal molten Cf. the NT :—‘But the day of the Lord will 
come as thief in the night ; in which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, 
and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are 
therein shall be burned up’ (2 Pet. 3 : 10). 

198, (scattered abroad). 

199, (concerning his condition). 

200. i. c., the unbeliever : the infidel, 

201, i, e., at the price of. 
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12. («s ,«-L.5) and his wife? and his brother, 
13. (e5... chas) and his kin that sheltered him?”, 
14. (e... as) and all those on the earth? ; so that this might deliver 


him. 

15. (X . . . 3f) By no means! It is a Flame, 

16. (att ilj) flying off the scalp-skin. 

17. (dx... 1,027) It shall call*** him who turns away% and backs 
slides, j 


18. (Ju awry) and amasses'"? and hoardst??, 

19. (lea... 5!) Verily man? is formed impatient*?®, 

20. (l5 ...13) bewailing*? when evil touches him, 

21. (e... 1315) and begrudging?'*, when good visits him. 

22. (uia! Y!) Not so are the prayerful, 

23. (5,25... x3) who are constant?? at their prayers, 

24. (ede... crit.) and in whose riches is a recognised right, 

25. (pspll, Lt) for the beggar and the destitute't', 

26. (ull... aly) and who testify to the Day of Requital, 

27. (sie... gAs} and who are fearful of their Lord's torment. 

28. (ob... ot) Verily from the torment of their Lord none can feel 
securetis, 

29, (oir... gAs) As also those who guard*'* their private parts; 

30. (cb .. Y!) save in regard to their women?" and those whom their 
right hands ownt!*, So they are not reproachable. ` 

31. (osi... gai) Add whoso seeks beyond that, then it is those who 


are the trespassers*!?, 


202. ile literally is ‘an accompanier,’ This incidentally but clearly 
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emphasises the fact that companionship is the essential factor of marriage, 

203, i. e., in short, every one whom he held dear and near on the earth, 

204. So unbearable will be the suffering ! 

205. i. e., draw and bring. 

206. (from the faith while in this world). 

207. (riches unlawfully). 

208. (them out of covetousness and greed). 

209, i, e, the unbelieving man, 

210. i, e, one who does not sufficiently exert his will to believe, 

211. (and full of complaint, beyond proper limits). 

212. (in the performance of his duties and in the payment of his obligatory 
dues). 

213. -both as regards its timings and its proper conditions). Of the effects 
of the Islamic prayer writes a Christian convert to Islam :— My ancestors were 
Roman Catholics...... My community...... hated Muslims. Protestants were consi- 
dered upstarts, and Muslim renegades. In such an atmosphere I grew up. The fore- 
most item that drew my attention was the idols and pictures of Virgin Mary and other 
saints kept for worshipping... But when the time for prayer comes I noted that a 
Muslim wherever he may be whether walking in the street, boarding a train, ora 
boat, spreads his cloth. turns to Kaba, and starts his Namaz, No priest is required 
for him. He is at once in communion with his Creator quite oblivious to his sur- 
roundings, This appealed to me. I peeped into the mosques. and found no idol 
kept there, It did not take me long to find out that no difference is made ina 
mosque. All stand shoulder to shoulder without distinction of colour and rank. 
What a marvellous unity and brotherhood! Need I say that it melted my heart,’ 
And observes a mordern Christian scholar: ‘Perhaps the most gracious thing ever 
said about Moslem prayer is thatit is an intimate converse with God. A creative 
. feature in Islam ; it has fostered a feeling of equality among believers. mitigating the 
` [ankling sense of superiority and caste, and opening a new inlet for the unity of 
mystical experience into the Moslem heart’ (Jurjí's Great Religious of the Modern 
World, p. 187). See also P. XVIII. n. 2, 

214, Food, in Islam, observes a learned Christian, ‘is given to any one who 
needs it, and charity is administered direct, and not by the circuitous means of a 
Poor Law system. Indeed from a Muhammadan, as also from the Buddhistic point 
of view, the giving of charity puts the giver into a state of obligation to the receiver, 
since it enables the former to cultivate his sense of benevolence,’ (Dr. G. W. 
Leitner, M.A., Ph. D. Religious Systems of the World, London, 1905, p. 296) 


215, i. e., none can presume to feel secure from it: it has to be reckoned 
with. 

216. i. e., keep themselves away from every kind of sex abuse. 

217. i. e., free women who are joined to them by regular marriage bond. 

218. i. e, women taken captives but not raised to the status of legal wives. 
See P. XVIIL n. 8. 

219. i. e. every other form of gratifying sexual passions is criminal. See. P. 
XVIII. n. 10. 
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32. (5,55... ill) As also those who keep their trusts and their 
covenant”, 
33. (5,26... vM) and who stand firm in their testimonies, 


34. (Oe ... oils) and who are observant?! of their prayer. 
35. (6%... A) Honoured, they shall dwe// in Gardens. 
SECTION 2 


36. (omke . . dL’) What ails those who disbelieve, hastening towards 


37. (xe... oe) on the right and on the left, in companies ? 

38. (c4... e!) Does every one of them’**-4 covet that he shall enter 
the Garden of Delight?** ? 

39. (d plu... 6) By no means! We have created them from what they 
know*??4, 

40. (55,3., . db) | swear by the Lcrd cf the easts and wests??* that 
We are Able, 

41. (o$s-£.. . E) to replace them? by others better than they, and 
We are not to be frustrated??", 

42. (osag... ii) So? let thou??? them alone plunging in vanity 
and sporting, until they meet their Day which they are promised —— 

43. (Osziy ...¢%) the Day whereon they will come forth from the 
sepulchres hurrying as if they were hastening to an altar?3?, 

44 (5535 ... icl) Downcast shall be their looks, abjectness shall 


PNSISDICHM them. Such is the Day they were promised. e 


220. i. e., those who fulfil all their obligations, whether financial or other- 
wise. Very remarkable is the sacredness attached to everyday trusts and convenants 
in Islam. 
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221. (at their proper time). See P. XVIII. n. 12. 

222. (to deny thee and to accuse thee of imposture, O Prophet !) 

222-A. i.e., the scoffers, the infidels. 

223. (of himself, without following the course that leads thereto). 

224. t.e., of filthy seed, which bears no apparent relation or resemblance 
to the dignity of a man, So it is imperative that he who aspires to enter Paradise 
must perfect himself in faith and spiritual virtues, to fit himself for that place. 

225. Sle and cyl» in the plural signify the different points of the 
horizon at which the sun rises and sets in the course of the year. This completely 
repudiates the polytheistic idea of Loka palas or guardians of the world, presiding 
over the four cardinal and the intermediate points of the compass. Among.the 
Hindus, for instance, ‘Indra, the chief of the gods, was regarded as the regent of the 
east ; Agni the fire, was in the same way associated with the south-east ; Yama with 
the south ; Surya, the sun, with the south-west ; Varuna originally the representative 
of the all-embracing heaven or atmosphere, now the god ofthe ocean, with the 
west ; Vayu, the wind, with the north-west, Kubera, the god of wealth, with the 
north ; and Soma, with the north-east.’ (EBr. III p. 1016), The Tibetan mythology 
also ha a parallel set of deities for each of the four cardinal points. See ERE. VIII. 
p. 76. 


226. (after destroying them). 

227. (and evaded). 

228. i. e., after all these arguments. 
229. (O prophet !). 

230. See P. XXVII. n, 233. 


www.besturdubooks.wordpress.com 


LXXI. Sirah Nah 425 


ry 


rs hia 


gpa a EON jooaanaogagaaaaaaaeagpaanaaaaxaaoaa 
e 9.299 


e E e: 


E ada — 
nua Wo cls ta ch bee Oa of es 21 ES CL ÉJ 
3) MORES BS 33 SB Oy IAs $53315 3M CEL GCA BEE 2 d 
(S xS 3 SOBORLE RSS MS Ý $1 G a. A 
a AG [EE pal aid nass Dé bo 0 3 31 ES BS d e Li 


ÜI £365 es ces E RAP VES Causis ensi 


e 


Surah Nuh 


Nuh. LXXI 
(Makkan, 2 Sections and 28 Verses) 
In th» name of Allah, the Compassionate, the Merciful. 
SECTION 1 

1. (gh ... VI) Verily We! We sent forth Nih* to his people saying: 
"warn thy people??? before there comes to them an afflictive chastisement?*?, 

2. (cm... Je) He said: my people! | am to you a manifest warner. 

3. (oj...) Worship Allah?***, and fear Him, and obey me. 

4. (gui... in) He will forgive you your sins??*, and will defer you 
to an appointed term***, Verily the term of Allah®*’, when it comes, shall not be 
deferred??5, if you but know. 

5. (LẸ... dé) He said’: Lord! verily | have called my people night 
and day?*^, 

6. (Ui... pli) And my calling has only increased their aversion”, 

7. (ARA, . ls) Verily whenever | call them, that Thou mayst forgive 
them*?, they place their fingers in their ears*4*, and wrap themselves with their 
garments?*!, and persist?‘ in their denial, and are stiff-necked'^*, 

8. (Ue... e Then?‘ | have called them aloud?t, 


NENNEN EI Rr Ed 


231. See P, VIII. n. 509, 

232. (against the consequences of their ungodliness). 

233. Which means that had they repented they would still have obtained 
mercy. 
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234, (to the exclusion of your idols). 

235. (if you accept the true faith). » in & #3 » is according to many com- 
mentators, redundant. l 

236. i.e., the time of your death. 

237. i.e. the hour of death. 

238. (but the past sins are wiped off by the profession of the true faith). 

239, (after he had tried for long and had become exasperated), 

240. (preaching them true doctrine of monotheism). 

241. (from me). 

242. (on their accepting the true religion). 

243. (so that my words may not reach them). 

244. (so as to avoid me). 

245. (in their infidelity). 

246. The „za is here used peel , for magnifying, i. e., to add greater 
force to the verb, 

247. (in spite of their aversion), 

248. (addressing them collectively, in public gatherings), 
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9. (bli... e) Then??? | spoke to them??? in public and in private | 
addressed them?®, 

10. (ile . . cls) And | said: beg forgiveness of your Lord?*? ; He is 
ever Most Forgiving. 

11. (bbs. . Jz) He will send down upon you rains copiously*5?, 

12. (Up... S243) and?5* He will increase you in riches and children 
and will assign to ve gardens and will assign to you rivers*$55, 

13. (Lbs... eS) What ails you that you look not®®* for majesty in 
Allah —— 

14. (bl... ais) while He has created you by stages??", 

15. (W.b...1! Do you not see how Allah has created the seven 
heavens in storeys??? 

16. (lel .. bey) And He has placed the moon therein for a light 
and has made the sun for a lamp?® ? 

17. (Vh... 4) 5) And Allah has caused you to grow from the earth as 
a growth?®, 

18. (us...) And hence He will cause you to return to it and He 
will bring you forth?* completely. 


19. (Uu... úis) And Allah has made for you the earth an exr .nse, 
20. (eu... PS that of it you may treverse the open ways. 
SECTION 2 


21. (bbe... dé) Nth said*€: Lord! verily they have denied me and 


have followed him? whose riches and children have only increased him in loss. 


249. (in their individual capacity). 

250. ——to vary my method of approach-—— 

251. i, e. every possible method of persuasion I have tried, and all the 
resources at my command I have used, 
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252. (by believing in Him and in His Guidance). 

253. i.e, He will send down upon you copious rain. ‘The heaven’ in the 
text is here synonymous with the rains. 

254, ——to instance some of His blessings in this world——. 

255. i, e., endow you with all the sources of prosperity, both national and 
individual. 

256. (asis evident from your worshipping other gods beside Him). 

257. i.e, by various steps or changes from the original matter till you 
became perfect men. 

258. (and there is no ‘Sky-god’ or ‘Heaven-god’ beside Him). 

259. (illuminating the day). These details merited special mention, as the 
organised pantheon of the Noahian people was to a large extent, astral. 

260. (ofa special kind, O mankind !). 

261. (from your graves). 

262. (after he had exhausted his patience in the thankless task of preaching 
and found his audience incorrigible.) 

263. i.e., the big ones of the community. 
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22. (WLS... 1465) And they have plotted? a tremendous plot. 

23. (i... 1363) And they have: said'*$5; you shall not leave your 
gods?*5, nor shall you leave?® Wadd?** nor Suwáa ?** nor Yaghüth?'? nor Ya'üq??! 
nor Nasr?^?, 

24, (X> ... six) And surely they??? have led many astray"*, Increase 
Thou these wrong-doers?' in naught save error??$, 

25. (bU ...1.) And because of their misdeeds they were drowned, 
and then made to enter the Fire. Then they did not find for themselves any 
helpers beside Allah. 

26. (iis... dbs) And Nuh said**?: Lord: leave not of the infidels any 
inhabitant upon the earth. 

27. (uf... dil) Forshouldst Thou leave them, they will?”® lead astray 
Thy bondmen and will surely beget sinning infidels. 

28. (WW... 5) Lord! forgive me and my parents??? and him who 
enters my house as a believer?®°, and all the faithful men and women?*, and 
increase not the ungocly save in perdition?*?. 


264. (against me and my Message, with ambitions to defeat God's Plan and 
Purpose). „S is an intensive form of 4$ and signifies ‘excessively great.’ 
(LL). 

265. (to the lesser men of their community). 

266. (ofthe national pantheon). 

267, (in particular). The name of the five false gods and the symbols under 
which they were represented are as follows :— 


Pagan god Shape Quality represented 

1. Wadd Man Manly power 

2. Suwa: Woman Mutability, Beauty. 

3. Yaghuth Lion (or Bull) Brute strength. 

4. Ya'uq Horse Swiftness. 

5. Nasr Eagle, or Vulture, or Sharp sight, Insight.’ 
Falcon (AYA). 
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268. ‘Wadd, also pronounced Wudd, or Udd, i. e.. “friendship,” was, accor- 
ding to the Quràn, a god worshipped by the contemporaries of Noah. But it would 
be a mistake to conclude that his cult was obsolete in Muhammad's time, for we 
have sufficient evidence to the contrary, The poet Nabigha says once, “Wadd greet 
thee ° There was a statue of this god at Duma, a great oasis in the extreme north 
of Arabia. Tne name ‘Abd Wadd occurs in a number of wholly distinct tribes.’ 
(ERE L p.662). ‘His erotic character is evident from a verse of Nabigha preserved 
by Ibn Habib and cited by Wellhausen:—‘‘Farewell Wadd, for sporting with women 
is no longer permitted us since religion is now taken seriously", i.e, since the 
introduction of Islam? (ERE. VIII, p. 180). 

269. ‘He had a sanctuary at a place in the territory of Hudhail, but none, so 
far as we know, elsewhere. The meaning of his name is altogether obscure,’ 
(ERE. I. p. 663). Wadd, according to the Oxford Assyriologist Dr, Langdon, was, 
in pre-Islamic polytheism of Arabia, the proper name of the moon-god,  (Marston, 
The Bible Comes Alive, p. 273). An officer was deputed by the Prophet to destroy 
the sanctuary of this god in the land occupied by the tribe of Hudhail, (Hell. op, 
cit, p. 31). 

270. ‘The list of Arabian deities includes a Lion-god(Yaghüth) and a Vulture- 
god (Nasr).' Robertson Smith, Religion of the Semites p. 226). *An Arabic poet says, 
*Yaghüh went forth with us against Morád" ; that is, the image of the god Yaghüth 
was carried into the fray.’ (p. 37), ‘That the Coraish worshipped Yaghuüth we 
know from the names ‘Abd Yaghüth and 'Obaid Yaghüth. But the Meccan religion 
was syncretistic, the cults of all the tribes that frequented the great fair being repre- 
sented atthe sanctuary ; the local and tribal seat of the worship of Yaghüth lay 
elsewhere,’ (Kinship and Marriage in Early Arabia, pp. 192-93), ‘At a later period we 
hear of a god Yaghüth whose idol was an object of contention among the tribes of 
northern Yemen, and the name Abd Yaghuth occurs in various parts of Arabia, even 
in the tribe of Taghlib on the north-eastern frontier’ (ERE. p. 663), 

271. :Ya'uc is said to have been god of the Hamdan or of the Morad or of 
both tribes......Horses were worshipped by the Asbadhiyun in Bahrain, but the 
name is said to be of Persian origin, and if this is correct, the cultus also may be 
Persian,’ (Robertson Smith, Kinship and Marriage in Early Arabia, p, 208). ‘The 
name of the god Ya‘uq.......probably means “the Preserver", his cult seems to 
have been confined to Yemen.’ (ERE. I, p. 663), 

272. ‘Nasr, the vulture god, was an idol of the Himyarites......The vulture 
worship of the Arabs is attested by the Syriac Doctrine of Addai, p. 24.’ (Robertson 
Smith, Kinship and Marriage in early Arabia, p. 209). ‘The Talmud and the Syriac 
Doctrine of Addai, mention Neshra, the Aramaic form of Nasr, as an Arabian god 
Lm The Sabaeans likewise had a god called Nasr, Thus the worship of the Vul- 
ture-god was once widely diffused over the Semitic lands (ERE, I. pp. 662-663), 
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273. ie. the elders and chiefs of the community, 

274, (by their precept and example, and have spread extreme moral corrup- 
tion). 

275. Who are only incorrigible reprobates, 

276. (justifying Thy sentence on them and drawing it nearer), 

277. (while uttering the imprecation upon his people). 

278. (in the future, as they have done in the past). 

279. Who were both believers, 

280. This excludes such members of his family as were unbelievers. 

. 281. (in general, and of the future generations). 
282. i.e. purge the world of their sin and wickedness altogether. 
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Surat -ul-Jinn 


The Jinn. LXXII 
(Makkan, 2 Sections and 28 Verses) 
In the name of Allah, the Compassionate, the Merciful. 
SECTION 1 


1. (bse... ji) Say thou??? ; it has been revealed to me that a com- 
pany of the Jinn?** listened'55 and said***: verily we have listened to a Recitation 
wondrous**?, 

2. (lal... wag) guiding to rectitude ; so we have believed in it, and?** 
we shall not by any means associate any one with our Lord. 

.3. (Mo... els) And He, exalted be the majesty of our Lord**?, has 
taken neither a wife??? nor a son?! 

4. (hhe... als) And the foolish??? among us were wont to forge a 
lie against Allah exceedingly??*, 

5. (asf... Ul) And verily we believed that neither man nor Jinn could 
ever forge a lie against Allah?*4, 

6. (W... sls) And persons among mankind have been seeking??? 
refuge with persons of the Jinn?**, so that?" they*** increased them??? in 
evilness*9??, 

7. (bel... pls) and indeed they??! imagined, as you too imagined??? 
that Allah will not raise any one. 

8. (bes... tls) And we sought to reach the heaven?'?, then we found 
it filled with a strong guard®™ and darting meteors*95, 


283. (O Prophet !). 
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284, See P. VII. n. 644 ; P. XXVI. n. 85, 

285. (to the Holy Quran). 

286. (to their community on their return to their abode), 

287. i, e., so superior in its sublimity to all other discourses. * o1 5? with a 
wy as distinct from 51 4! (with the definite article J! ), means ‘a recital or a 


discourse.’ 

288. (now, as guided by it). 

289, (foolishly violated by the polytheistic peoples in various ways), 

290. (as implied in the conception of *goddesses In the Hindu mytho- 
logy, for instance, the male nature of the triad required each of the three gods to be 
supplemented by a female consort, See also P, V, n. 513 ; P. VIL n. 651. 

291. (as implied in all theories of the Fatherhood of God), 

292, a. (or lightwittedness) here it is used in respect of religion not in that 
of wordly affairs. 

293, i. e, ascribing to Him plurality, sonship, fatherhood, etc, LL: is 
‘an action, or air, and a saying, that is extravagant, or exorbitant, or exceeding 


the due bounds,’ (LL). 
294, (involving as it does incredible audacity). 


295. (in their stupidity). 
296, <In the belief of the heathen Arabs.......nature is full of living beings 


of superhuman kind, the Jinn or demons...... They have certain mysterious power of 
appearing and disappearing, or even of changing their aspect and temporarily 
assuming human form, and when they are offended they can avenge themselves in a 
supernatural way, i. e.. by sending disease or madness,” (Robertson Smith, Religion 
of the Semites, pp. 119-120). In Arabia the demons were never the objects of a cult, 
in the strict sense of the word, but on certain occasions, as, for example, at the 
building of a house, it was thought prudent to conciliate them with some offering, 


lest they frustrate the work.' (ERE. I. p. 670). 
297. (by their acts of adoration), 
298. i, € , superstitious men. 


299, i.e, the Jinn. 
300. i, e, conceit and folly, ja, is ‘excessive disobedience’ or ‘foolish- 


ness, or stupidity,......and ill-nature, or evil disposition.’ 


301. i. e.. unbelieving men. 

302. (before your conversion to Islam, O genii !). 

303, (in conformity with our previous practice, to pry into what was 
transacting there). v% J 1! means, ‘Seek thou for me such a one.’ And the 


phrase in the text means, ‘Verily we sought to reach heavens,’ (LL). 


304, (of angels). 
305.. See P. XIV. n. 32. 
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9, (l5... Vis) And we were wont to sit on seats therein to listen; 
but whosoever listens*€$ now?" finds for him a darting meteor in wait®®, 
10. (h3... Vi) And we do not know whether evil??? is boded for 
those on the earth®°, or their Lord intends for them?” a right direction. 

11. (toa... tls) And of us there are some righteous and of us are 
some otherwise ; we have been following very diverse paths??, 

12. (bse... tls) And we??? know™* that we cannot frustrate Allah in 
the earth, nor can we elude Him?!5 by flight. 

13. (æ... tls) And when we heard the Message of guidance we 
believed in it, and whoso believes in his Lord, he shall fear neither diminution 
nor wrong. 

14. (145,.. V) And of us some are Muslims?!5, and some are devia- 
tors*", Then whoso has embraced Islam —— such have endeavoured after a 
path of rectitude. 

15. (ibe... Ws) And as to the deviators, they shall be firewood for 
Hell315. 

16. (5....0!,)) And had they??? kept to the right path, surely We 
would have watered them with plentiful rains. 

17. (lh... ec») That We might try them thereby??. And whoso 
turns aside from the remembrance of his Lord???, him He shall thrust into a 
vehement torment. 

18. (l1... ots) And prostrations are for Allah?*?, so do not call along 
with Allah anyone. 


306. i. e., attempts to listen, 

307. i.e., now that the Quran has been revealed, 

308. (and all means of access to Divination are now closed), It isa fact 
too curious to be overlooked by history that a century or two before the birth of the 
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holy Prophet, the ancient oracles found themselves gradually and automatically 
becoming dumb——a fitting prelude to the advent ofIslam. Even the voice of the 
great Delphic Oracle, so well-known and so important in antiquity, became still. 
‘As a force in history it had long lost all power; in the first century after Christ. 
Delphi and Ammon had given place to Chaldaean astrologers, as Strabo and 
Juvenal agree in saying, and Plutarch wrote a treatise inquiring into the reason ; 
and in the fourth century, when Julian sent to consult the Delphic Oracle, the last 
response was uttered for him; “Tell the king, to earth has fallen the beautiful 
mansion ; no longer has Phoebus a home, nor a prophetic laurel, nor a fount that 
speaks : gone dry is the talking water". (DB, Extra volume, p. 155). 

309. (in the physical sense) i. e., disaster, plague). 

310. (by their going against this new Prophet. 

311. (forthwith, and that therefore there will be no opposition to the 
Prophet). 

312. i,e., following divergent paths ; some believing and some disbelieving. 

313. i.e., the believing genii. 

314. (as an article of faith). 

315. (anywhere outside and beyond the earth). 

316, i.e., have come to accept the doctrine of the Holy Quran, 

317. (from the right course). 

318. Atthis point ends the discourse ofthe Jinn among themselves, Sec 
verse 1. 

319, i,e., the Makkan pagans, 

320. (and followed the right course— —to profit by the example of the 
Jinn). 

321. i.e, as to which of them are grateful to God and which of them are 
not, 

322. i.e., true belief in Him. 

323. (exclusively). sl. here means, acts of adoration, not places of 
worship. (Th). 
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19. (la)... als) And when the bondman of Allah?** stood calling upon 
Him, they almost pressed upon him stifling?*5. 


SECTION 2 


20. (tae)... J) Say thou?**: | simply call upon Allah, and do not 
associate anyone with Him. 

21. (lat)... Ji) Say thou: I??? do not own for you power of hurt nor 
of benefit??*. 

22. (lav... Ji) Say thou: none can protect me from Allah?'?, nor can 
I find besides Him any refuge**°. 

23. ('at... Y ) Mine is but preaching from Allah?! and His mess- 
ages??? ; and whosoever disobeys Allah and His messenger, his portion is the 


Hell-fire, abiding there for ever. 
24. (hoe... s>) They will go on denying until they*9? see?*! what they 
are promised**, Then they will know*** who??? is weaker in protectors and 


fewer in number. 
25. (diwl... J) Say thou: I° do not know whether what you are 


promised*** is nigh, or whether my Lord has appointed it fcr a distant term?t. 
26. (lal... Je) He is the Knower of the Unseen and He does not 


disclose Hís unseen to anyone, 
27. (\ae,... Y!) save to a messenger chosen?!, And then*® He 


causes to go before him and behind hima guard?**, 

28. (l4... pl) that He may know?'* that they?'* have delivered?** 
the messages of their Lord***. Arid He comprehends whatever is with them*4®, 
and He keeps count of everything numbered’. 


ER a ERRARE RR MIR 
324. (and His chief apostle), For à! „e see P. I, n. 98. 
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Surat-ul-Muzzammil 


The Enwrapped. LXXIII 
(Makkan, 2 Sections and 20 Verses) 
In the name of Allah, the Compassionate, the Merciful. 
SECTION 1 

1. (billet) O thou enwrapped**° | 
2. (Xi...) Keep vigil") all night save a little —— 
3. (i...) half of it, or a little less of it?5*, 
4. (QU; ..»55) or alittle more. And intone the Quran with a measured 


intonation™*. 
5. (x... V1) Verily We! soon We shall be casting on thee a weighty 
word?*4, 
6. (33...) Verily the rising by night®* is most curbing and 
most conducive to right speech®*”, 
7. (X,»...9!) Verily for thee is the day a prolonged occupation?*s, 
8. (X... $314) And remember thou the name of thy Lord? and 
devote thyself to Him?** exclusively. 
9. (Ss...) Lord of the east and the west'?! | No god is there 
but He! so take Him for thy trustee. 
10. (der .. els) And bear thou patiently with what they say**?, and 
depart thou from them with a becoming departure'*?, 


350. (inthy garments). The Prophet is addressed thus, as he sat wrapped 
^up in his mantle, in a melancholy and pensive posture, being reviled by some of the 
' Quraish, in the early days of his ministry. 

351. i. e., stand to prayer. 
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352. The usual practice of the holy Prophet was to stay up in prayer for 
long hours every night. 

353. (in those night prayers as in all other prayers). ,y ; ‘signifies pronoun- 
cing the word or words with ease and correctness: this is the proper signification 
but the conventional meaning is, being regardful of the places of utterance of the 
letters, and mindful of the pauses, and the lowering of the voice, and making it 
plaintive, in reading or reciting. (LL). 

354. i.e. the Holy Quran. x like its verb, is also applied to an ideal 
thing, and signifies' ...... momentous, formidable.' (LL). 

355. (for the purposes of prayer and contemplation). 

456. (to passions, and best suited for prayers, recitation of the Quran and 
other acts of devotion). Night-time, by reeson of the absence of every noise and 
distracting object, is obviously the best time for meditation and prayer. 

357. Cf. the OT :—' At midnight I will rise to give thanks unto thee because 
of thy righteous judgments,’ (Ps. 119 : 62). Also the NT :—‘And at midnight Paul 
and Siles prayed, and sang praises unto God.’ (Ac. 16 : 25). 

358. (in both mundane and religious affairs). 

359, (at other times of day and night) 

360. <1 JJ J means, ‘He detached himself from worldy things, and de- 
voted himself to God;...... or he forsook every other thing, and applied himself: to 
the service of God.’ (LL). 

361. See n. 225 above. 

362. i. e., the blasphemies they utter against God and the calumnies they 


utter against thee. 
363. ‘And avoid thou them, i. e., avoid thou associating with them in person, 


or speaking to them, or entertaining friendship for them in the heart, with an avoi- 
ding of a becoming kind.' (LL). 
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11. (oui. . 43055) And let Me alone?** with the beliers, owners of com- 

fort? and respite thou them a little®*. 

12. (lao... ct) Verily with Us are heavy fetters and Scorch, 

13. (dl... lbs) and a food that chokes®®’ and a painful torment, 

14. (Xe...tx) on a Day when the earth and mountains®** shail 
quake?*?, and the mountains??? shall become a sand-heap poured forth. 

15. (Ye >... vl) Verily We! have sent to you a messengeri, a wit- 
ness over you???, as We sent to Firawn a messenger. 

16. (dbs... ges) Then Firawn denied the messenger, therefore We 
seized him with a painful grip. 

17. (L5... i) How then, if you deny, shall you escape, on a Day 
that will make children grey-headed?*75, 

18. (Xyu... Ad) and the sky will be split therein??t, His promise is 
certainly to be accomplished. 

19. (X-...09) Verily this"*-A is an admonition; let him therefore, 
who will*'5, choose a way unto his Lord*'*, 


Ped 


223) 


364. i.e., busy not thy heart respecting them, and commit their case to Me 
as I alone can deal adequately with them. 


365. (and plenty) i. e., rich in the pleasures of this life, who have special 
cause of gratitude to God. 


366. i. e. do not long for their immediate punishment. 
367. Like thorns and thistles. 
368. (apparently so still and motionless). 


369. (and fall into a state of violent commotion and convulsion). 
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370. (now cleft and scattered and fallen into pieces). 

371. (to reclaim you froni sin). 

372. i. e., bearing witness against you on the Judgment Day. 
373. (through extreme terror). 

374, i. e, on that Day of calamity. 

374-A. ie. the Quran. 

375. i. e., who is willing to be admonished and guided. 

376. (by accepting this code). 
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SECTION 2 

20. (ero... 9) Verily thy Lord knows that thou"? stayestup near two- 
thirds of the night?"5, or a half of it??*, or a third of it3**, and a/so a party of those 
who are with thee. And Allah measures the night and the day. He knows that 
you cannot compute it??? ; so He has relented towards you??*. Recite now of the 
Qurün*** so much as is easy”. He knows that there will be among you some 
diseased***, and others shall be travelling in the land seeking grace of Allah**", 
and some others shall be fighting in the cause of Allah. Recite of it, therefore**s, 
so much as is easy, and establish the prayer?**, and pay the poor-rate, and 
lend unto Allah a goodly loan?*?, Whatsoever good you will send on tor your 
souls!*?*, you will find it with Allah, better and greater?*? jn reward. And beg 
forgiveness of Allah ; verily Allah is Forgiving, Merciful. 


377. (O Prophet). 

378. (in prayer and meditation). 

379. (sometimes). 

380. (at other times). 

381. (and has the proper measurement of time). 


382. (with precision and exactitude), In their inability to know exactly 
what part of the time had passed, some of the early Muslims used to watch the 
whole night, standing and praying, till their feet swelled. 


383. (by making the matter easy to you and dispensing with your scrupu- 
ous counting of the hours of the night). 


384, (in the night prayer). 

385- (unto you, and do not tax yourselves too severely), 
386, (and infirm). 

387. i. e., seeking their livelihood. 

388. i. e., for those additional reasons. 

389. i.e.. the five obligatory prayers. 

390. See P. II. n. 627, 

391. (by way of meritorious deeds). 

392. (then what you sent on during the life of this world), 
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Surat-ul-Muddaththir 


The Enveloped. LXXIV 
(Makkan, 2 Sections and 56 Verses) DW 
In the name Allah, the Compassionate, the Merciful. 


SECTION 1 


1. (fall V) O thou enveloped?*?1 

2. (ab) Arise, and warn**. 

3. ( Sek, ) And magnify thy Lord?®, 

4. (gas Alta) And purity thy raiment??". 

5. (#% jls) And shun pollution?*?, 

6. (XS 435) And do not bestow thy favour??? that"? to obtaining 

moret from them. 

7. (peù 2&)s) And be thou patient’? for the goodwill of thy T 

8. (,9U!.. 136) Then when the horn sounds'??, 

9. (e... cls) that shall be —— that Day‘ —— a day hard, : 
10. (4.2... Æ) for the infidels, not easy. 
11. (1495... 35) Let Me alone with him*® whom I created lonely. 
12. (hoa... ches) And for whom‘ 1 assigned extended wealth, 
13. (hg o s) and sons present by his side’, 
14. (Mu 4 os) and for whom | smoothed everything*'* 
35. (a3... ¢) and who yet covets’ that { shall increase!!^, 
16. (æ...) Certainly not‘! —— he has been a foe to Our signs. 
17. (b, ual) Soon? f shall afflict him with a fearful woe*!*. 
18. (,4...4!) Surely he*1* considered?!* and devised't*, 
19. (24...,9w) Perish he: how maliciously he schemed! 
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20. (03...) And again perish he! how maliciously he schemed ! 
21. ( 5 e) Then looked het”. 
22. (s+...) Then frowned he, and scowled'ts, 


393. (in thy cloak). The holy Prophet speaking ofa break in his early 
Revelation has said : ‘(Once) whilst 1 walked, I heard a voice from heaven and 
llifted my eyes—--and there was the angel who had come unto me at Hira, 
sitting on a throne between heaven and earth. And he inspired me with awe, and 
I returned home and said: “Wrap me up! Wrap me up!" Thereupon Allah, 
the Most High. sent down: “O thou enveloped ! Arise and warn”——to his words 
"and the E shun !” Thereafter the revelation became intensive and sontinu- 
ous.” (Bkh. I: 1). 

394. i. e., be steadfast in the duty which is being imposed on thee. 

395. This forms the beginning of the public career of the holy Prophet. 

| 396. (preaching His unity). 

397. (from all uncleanness) ‘Or, purify thyself from sins or offence; or, 
rectify thine actions or thy conduct.’ (LL). 

398. (of idolatry). | 

399. (on others) | 

400. i. e, in order that ; with the object that. 

401. (in return) i. e., serve God's creatures devotedly and whole-heartedly, 
‘not with a view to obtaining from them something in return. 

402. i. e, endure patiently whatever may befall thee in consequence of thy 
preaching. 

403. (for the second time for congregating at the Resurrection). 

404. ——the Day of Reckoning and terrible Reality. 

405.. The allusion is to a particular infidel of the Prophet’s time, natüed 
Walid. 

.406.. (without any merits on his part). All the blessings a man enjoys are 
gifts from God, not an outcome of his own merits. 

407. (and not obliged, like most of the Makkans, to go abroad to seek their 
livings). 

408. By facilitating his advancement to power and dignity. For the cons- 
truction used in the text see n. 246 above. 

409, (in his insatiable greed). 

410. (My favours and blessings to him). 

4ll. i e. the wretch is not at all worthy of further favouts. The biogra- 
phers of the holy Prophet have said that after the revelation of this passage Walid’s 
prosperity began to decline and continued to do so up to the time of his death, 

412. i e, in the Hereafter. 
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413. >e literally is ‘an ascending road; a mountain-road difficult 
of ascent ; a difficult place of ascent.” And >,.. is*A certain mountain in Hell, 
consisting of fire, which the unbeliever will ascend during a period of seventy years, 
after which he will fall down it, and thus he will do for ever.” (LL). 

414, i. e., the sworn enemy of Islam. 

415. i. e., employed his mind in respect of the Qur'àn. 

416. (certain contumelious expressions to ridicule the Holy Qur'àn). 

417. (at the audience, as if deliberating whether he should share his obno- 
xious views with them). 

418. (asifin great aversion). 
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boh ... 4) Then turned he back, and grew stiff-necked*!*. 

(f9... Ja) Then he said: naught is this but magic from of ola, 
Ca. ... 0!) naught is this but the word of man‘*4. 

(ja ael) Soon I shall roast him in the Scorching Firet2?, 

fj... 6) And what knows thou what the Scorching Fire is ? 
(ou... Y) It shall not spare any one guilty*?, nor leave‘, 

(As ou) Scorching the skin*?5, 

(Am... W2) Over it are appointed nineteen ange/s***. 

(2a... 4s) And We have appointed none but the angels*?? to be 


wardens of the Fire***. And We have made this number only a trial for them 
who disbelieve, so that those who are vouchsafed the Book may be convinced'!*, 
and that the faithful may increase in faith, and that those who are vouchsafed 
the Book and the faithful may not dubitate, and that those in whose heart is a 
disease**? and the infidels may utter: what does Allah mean by this description? 
Thus does Allah send astray whom He will, and guide whom He will. And none 
knows the hosts of thy Lord**! but He. And this**? is not but an admonition to 


man. 
SECTION 2 
32. (4365 ... Æ) Nay! And by the moon, 
33. (2313! 49 5) and by the night when it withdraws*??, 
34. (AM c) and by the morning when it brightens. 
35. (Sl... Vl) Surely it“ is one of the greatest woes, 
36. ( 441 X ) a warning to mankind —— 
419. (toshow stili more that he detested the Holy Qur'àn from the bottom 


of his soul.) 
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420. 


447 


i. e., borrowed from others ; transmitted from the writings of the for- 


mer generations. 


421. 
422. 


423. 
424. 
425. 
426. 
of faith :— 


427, 


(and not of God). 

See S, LIV. v. 48. 

i. e., show mercy by allowing anyone to escape. 

(anything unburnt). 

(and blackening it). 

(angels) The number corresponds to the nineteen major articles 


(a) belief in the existence of, 
(1) God. 
(2) the perishability of the universe. 
(3) the existence of His angels. 
(4) His Books. 
(5) His prophets. 
(6) Predestination. 
(7) the Day of Judgment. 
(8) Heaven, and 
(9) Hell; 

(b) and belief in what is known as the five pillars of Islam, namely, 
(10) His Unity, and the messengership of His Prophet. 
1) the commandment of Prayer. 

(12) the commandment of Fasting. 
(13) the commandment of Zakat, or poor-rate. 
(14) the commandment of Hajj, or pilgrimage, 

(c) and belief in the five well-known prohibitions, namely, 

(15) the prohibition against blasphemous speech. 

(16) the prchibition against theft. 

(17) the prohibition against murder. 

(18) the prohibition againt calumny. 

(19) the prohibition against wickedness in general. (Th.) 
Well-noted for their strength, and because they can have no fellow fee- 


ling and compassion for the sufferings of men. 


428. 
429. 
430. 
431. 
432. 


vL in i -tet is not a companion, but an attendant. 

(of the veracity of the Qur'an). 

i e., the disease of doubt and scepticism. 

— —countless as they are—— 

i. e., the description of Hell, apart from all consideration of the num- 


ber of its wardens or attendants. - 


433. 
43M. 


i. e., as it retreats to depart. 
i. e., Hell. 
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37. (xh... 9) a warning to him of you who shall go forward*?5 or 
who chooses to lag behind. 


iGo. 


38. (i3... §) Every soul will be a pledge fort% what it has 
worked*??, 


39. (cai... JY) save the fellows of the rights, 

40. (opla... à) in Garaens. They shall be questioning, 
41. (cw pi! oe ) concerning the culprits. 

42. (~~... 4) What did lead you to the Scorching Fire ? 


43. (ulad... 134) They will say*?: we have not been of those 
who prayed, 


44. (aM... 4») and we have not been feeding the poort, 

45. (uxo... 85) and we have been wading with waders*#, 
46. (cull... tS) and we have been denying the Day of Requital, 
47. (ox... <>) until there came to us the certainty? 


48. Cei ... M) Then there will not profit them intercession of the 
interceders. 


49. (2m... pli) What ails them then‘ that they are turning 
away from the Admonition ? 


50. (i... or ©) As though they were startled*** donkeys't, 
51. (35535...) fleeing away from a lion. 


52. (i,t... $) Aye! every one of them desires**' that he may be 
vouchsafed**? expanded scrolls*? 


53. GÙ .. Xf) Certainly not! Aye! they do not fear the Hereafter's?, 
54. (5$X.. 5) Certainly nott"! ! Surely this Quran is an Admonition*?, 
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55. 
56. 


(S>... os) Solet him who wiil*??, take heed. 
(23, . . & 5) And none shall heed it, unless with Allah's will*** 


He is the Lord of piety, the Lord of forgiveness!*^, 


435. 
436. 


(toward good). 
‘Every soul is a thing pledged with God for what it shall have wrought; 


its works being regarded as a debt, for which it will be either released or held in 
custody to be punished everlastingly (LL) See P. XXVII. n. 69. 


437. 


(by the use he made of his will when in the world). This disposes of 


theories of vicarious atonement. 


438. 
439. 
440. 
441. 
442. 
443. 
444, 
445. 
446. 
447. 
448. 
449. 


Who shall have redeemed themselves by their good works. 
(each other, and also asking the culprits themselves). 
(much to their shame and regret). 

(when the feeding was obligatory). 

(when they denied, decried and denounced the true faith). 
i. e., the inevitable death. 

i. e., in the face of such realities. 

(in point of thoughtlessness and obstinacy), 

(and affrighted). 

(in stupid vanity). 

i. e, should receive individually and directly from God. 
i. e., as a personal letter from God telling the recipient in plain words 


that such a one should follow Muhammed the Prophet. 


450. 
451. 
452. 
453. 
454. 
455. 


(and that is the real reason behind their scoffing the Prophet). 
(sufficient in itself). 

(to be admonished and warned). 

(to be admonished and. warned). 

(in His infinite wisdom and in accordance with His universal scheme). 
Or the phrase may mean, ‘He is the Being entitled to be regarded with 


pious fear, and the Reing entitled to forgive them who so regard Him.’ (LL). 
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Surat-ul-Qiyamah 
The Resurrection. LXXV 


(Makkan, 2 Sections and 40 Verses) 
In the name of Allah the Compassionate, the Merciful. 
SECTION 1 
1. (431... Y) I swear*'* by the Day of Resurrection, 
2. (48... Ys) and I swear by the self-reproaching soul**", 
3. (4s... €!) does man imagine*®* that We shall not gather his 


bones*®® ? 
4. (at...) Yest®?! We are Able to put together evenly'*! his very 


fingertips*®, 
5. (ull... 4) Aye! man desires that he may go on*® sinning*. 


6. (231. . J=) Hequestions'**, when will be the Day of Resurrection ? 
7. (549 ...5) When, then***, the sight shall be dazed'*", 

8. (43! x» 3) and the moon shall be eclipsed'*$, 

9. (35... axes) and the sun and the moon shall be joined*®, 

10. (ai... Ja) Man, on that Day, shall sayt: whither to flee? 

11. (458 Y »K) Certainly*' no refuge on that Day. 

12. (etl... Jt) To thy Lord*”? that Day shall be the recourse. 


13. (#1... 154) To man shall be declared that Day what he has sent 
on*?* and left behind*'* ? 
14. (èa... $) Ayel man shall be an evidence against himself?”5 
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15. (ezbe... J33) though he may put forth pleas4?*. 


16. (4... Y) Move not!" thy tongue therewith!?? that thou mayest 
hasten*??. 


456, See P. XXVII. n. 405. 

457, i.e., the soul that is ever conscious of having offended, or of failing of 
perfection, notwithstanding its endeavours to do its duty, and thus hoping t- each 
salvation. 

458. i.e., the infidel who denies the possibility of Resurrection. 

459. (after he is dead, and raise him again). 

460. i e, We shall surely reunite them. |y is here meant to convey 
reproof. 

461. (as they had been). 

462. i.e., even the smallest parts of the human body. 

463. i.e., go on sinning and committing abominations. 

464. i. e., for all the time that lies before him, discarding the fear of Resur- 
rection. 

465. (not by way of simple inquiry, but in a spirit of denial and defiance). 

466. i.e., let the scoffer note. 

467. (and dazzled, so that man shall not be able to see). 

468. (and darkened) This express mention of the moon has particular 
reference to the high dignity of the moon-god in the Arab pantheon. 

469. (in the loss of their light). 

470. (in utter consternation). 

471. (shall he find no time or place of refuge). 

472. (and to none other). 

473. (of his own deeds). 

474. (oftheir example, good or bad, to be followed by later generations). 

475. i.e., sufficient evidence apart from all records, his own conscience will 
testify to his guilt ; every sin of his will be manifest unto him. Man is created self- 
conscious ; he has in him the power of making or unmaking himself, The reference 
is here clearly to that inward judge— conscience— whose vigilance none can evade 
and from whose judgment there is no escape. 

476  (toexcuse himself falsely). It is the Holy Quran which, with all the 
lustre and brilliance of a newly discovered truth, awakened in man the idea of his 
accountability to God, and inculcated in mankind the doctrire of man’s being a 
moral agent. 

471. (O Prophet). 

478. i. e, with this Quran, repeating the revelations brought to thee by 
Gabriel, before he has finished the same. SaysIbn:Abbàs: The apostle of Allah was 
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severely affected by the revelation, and was wont to move his lips...... Thereupon 
Allah, the Most High, sent down “Move not thy tongue therewith that thou mayest 
make haste with it. Verily upon Us is the collecting thereof and the reading there- 
of"...... And after that, when Gabriel came unto him, the apostle of Allah would 
(only) listen, and when Gabriel departed the Prophet would recite itas he (i. e., 
Gabriel) had recited it.' (Bkh. I. 1 : 6). 

479. i.e., with a view to commit it to memory all the more quickly. ‘Faced 
as he was with the tremendous responsibility of exactly reproducing the Word of 
God, the Prophet was afraid lest he should forget the words of the Revelation ; he, 
therefore, used to repeat them rapidly while Gabriel was speaking. (ASB. p. 21). 
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17. (sli... ol) Verily upon Us*® is the collecting of it and the 
reciting of it**?, 


18. GE ... 1%) So when We recite  it*3, follow thou the reciting 
thereof**, 
19. (4b... e And thereafter upon Us is the expounding of it^$5, 


20. (iW... x5) By no means'**! Verily you love the Herein**", 
21. (GY 55, X,) and leave the Hereafter‘, 

22. (t... e3) Facest on that Day shall be radiant, 

23. (556...) looking towards their Lord*9?, 

24. (35V ...*57) And faces'? on that Day shall be scowling??, 


25. (ash. M apprehending that there will befall them a ca/amity 
waist-breaking. 


26. (jw... 35) By no means**? | When it*** comes up to the collar- 
bonet, 


27. (33... J33) and it is cried a/oud*?* : where is the enchanter’? ? 
28. (3A... 3) and he*** thinks that it is the time of parting*?*, 
29. (3UV ....335) and shank is entangled with shank®°. 
30. (GLI... J) The drive that Day is unto thy Lord*"t, 
SECTION 2 
(le... X) He5* neither believed nor prayed. 
32. (J73... Ss) Indeed, he belied**? and turned away5"t, 
33. (gk... ê) Then he departed to his family conceitedly. 
34. (359 ..2,) Woe to thee", woe | 
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35. (4... ¢) And again woe to thee, woe! 

36. (fu. . xs!) Does man imagine that he is to be left uncontrolled’? 

37. (G4... 4!) Wes he not a sperm of emission emitted®°? ? 

38. (5,2 ...g) Then he became a clot; then A/lah created him'*** and 
formed him*, 

39. (isY!..,jes) And He made of him the two sexes, male and female, 

40. (JA...) Is not That One9? then Able to quicken the 
dead®# ? 


480. i. e., incumbent upon Us. 

481. (in thy mind). 

482. i. e., teaching thee its true recital. 

483. (unto thee by the tongue of Our angel). 

484. (silently and attentively without repeating it so that it may become 
firmly-rooted in thy understanding). 

485. (to the people, by thy tongue). 

486. (can yeescape the inevitable Doom ? O pagans of Makka ! The 
parentheses finished, there is reversion to the original theme. 

487. i.e, the life of this world. 3+\ signifies the present hour or time, 
and the present dwelling, abode, world, life, or state of existence : countrary of a y! 
(LL). 

488. That it was really the enjoyment of this material life and material gains 
that was at the root of the obstinate pagan opposition to the teaching of the Quran 
and the Prophet is recognised even by historians hostile to Islam. *The more clearly 
they perceived that Mohammad's claims as a prophet might endanger their priestly 
position and their lucrative privileges as guardians of holy temple, the more 
fiercely did their anger burn, and the more vehement became their threats and 
abuses,’ (HHW. VIII. pp. 115-116). ‘The vehement opposition which Muhammed 
encountered is to be explained as due...... partly to the desire of retaining certain 
material advantges which were inseparably connected with the local sanctuaries.’ 
(ERE. I. p. 659). 

489. (ofthe faithful). 

490. (in joy and hope). 

49]. (ofthe infidels). 

492. i e., with excessive contracted expressions of fear. 

493. (shall ye be able to escape the Doom). 

494. i.e., the soul departing from the body. 

495. (in the agony of death). 
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496. 
497. 


498. 


bed. 
499. 


500. 
501. 
502. 
503. 


504. 


505. 
506. 


actions. 


507. 


(by the attendants and the standers-by in despair). 
(who can charm him out of death and thus save him at the last minute ?) 
i. e., the patient in the last stage of his disease ; the man on his death- 


i. e., the time of his departure from this world. 

(in extreme agony, as is usual with dying persons). 

(and His judgement). 

i. e., the infidel persons. 

(the Message and the messenger). 

(from the truth). 

(O thou infidel wretch !). 

i.e., free to lead an aimless life, and with no responsibility for his 


i. e., a creature originally so insignificant. Incidentally, this repudiates 


the doctrine of the sanctity of human semen. Even Christian sects have been known 
to deify the seminal secretion. The Carpocrations, for instance, while forbidding 
procreation, ‘divinized the spermatic fluid. It is quite probable that the Cathers 
were given to similar excesses, and specially that his disciples, the troubadours, 
were.’ (Dr. Rongemont, Passion and Society, p. 111). 


508. 


509. 

510. 
things. 

511. 


(as a man). 
(with just proportions). 
i. e., the All-Powerful Creator ; the Doer and Performer of all these 


Which is a thing far easier than the original creation. 


www.besturdubooks.wordpress.com 


456 Part XXIX 


A3 be sch E. rete E pag 
Creel yore G5 eui edis holt sGsaaics ate c 
NENANA >j dolz a5 Sl La 


oua 


eU EGG UR CABS BLO ES e V Std rise. ite 


rd 


kts ag Í PTN RASER $ KERL oe 


Surat-ud-Dahr 


Time. LXXVI 
(Makkan, 2 Sections and 31 Verses) 
In the name of Allah, the Compassionate, the Merciful. 
SECTION 1 


1. (48%... J) Surely? there has come upon man a space of time’? 
when he was not a thing worth mentioning®"4, 

2. (lane... V) Verily We created man from a sperm-drop?i^^ a mix- 
ture, that We might test him" 5, Wherefore We made him hearirg?!*, seeingst?, 

3. (58... V) Verily We showed him the way?!*; then he becomes 
either thankful??? or ingrate*?* 

4. (tum... . 0!) Verily We have prepared for the infidels chains and 
collars and a Blaze. 

5. (556...) Verily the pious shall drink of a cup whereof the 
admixture5*! is camphor. 

(Lists... be) /t will be from a fountain, whence the bondmen of 

Allah*? will drink, causing it to gush abundantly®3, 

7. (Ld .. oy) They? are those who fulfil their vow®®, and dread a 
Day the evil of which shall be wide-spreading. 

8. (Ll... Gyan s) And they feed, for love of Him, with food the 
destitute, the orphan and the captive —— 


nu-—————À— ——— LAB SP RNV RUNE 


512. ja here has the signification of a, 
513. (in his pre-natal stages). For , see P. XXV. n. 459, 
514. i. e., too insignificant to be talked about. 
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514-A. Human semen comprises the secretions of the testicles, the seminal 
vesicles and various glands. 

515. see S. LAVII, V. 2. 

516. 517. i.e., endowed with responsibility; capable of receiving the directions 
for his guidance and of meriting reward or punishment for his observance or neglect 
of them. 

518. (of right and wrong through Our messenger, after endowing him with 
responsibility). 

519. (to Us for Our gifts, acknowledging Our beneficence, and hence a 
believer). 

520. (and hence an infidel). 

521. Or ‘odour.’ For 56 2!r!? means, ‘The odour, not the taste, of the 
wine is like camphor.’ (LL). 

522. i. e.. the inmates of Paradise. 

523. (and conveying it from place to place as they move and as they like), 

524. (while in this world). 

525. i. e., all their duties and obligations. 
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9. OES ... tl) saying; We feed you only for the sake of Allah; we 

desire not from you any recompense or thanks, 

10. (taJ... tl) Verily we dread from our Lord a Day, grim and 
distressful. 

11. (bs... oa) Wherefore*" Allah shall protect them from the evil 
of that Day, and shall cause them to enjoy radiance and pleasure. 

12 (lar... e) And their recompense shall be for they bare 
patiently***, a Garden and silken raiment*??, 

13. (zæ... or») They shall recline therein on couches and shall feel 
neither scorching sun nor exceeding cold, 

14. (Ye... ibs) And close upon them will be the shades thereof, 
and low will hang the clusters thereof greatly5*1, 

15. (1,55 .. dks) And brought round amongst them**? will be vessels 
of silver and a/so goblets of glass —— 

16. (,42..., 94) goblets of silver®s*, they5** shall have filled them 
to exact measure*?5, 

17. (X45. .o42») And therein they shall drink of a cup whose 
admixture will be ginger^*e. 

18. (ML... be) And this from a fountain therein, named Salsabil?*", 

19. (hy. . . Oh) And there shall go round unto them??? youths 
ever-young*??, When thou'*^? seest them**! thou wouldst deem them pearls 
unstrung?*., 

20. (l$. . 1315) And when thou lookest them thou beholdest delight®3 
and a mzgnificent dominion, 


526. no reward at all, either in deeds or in words. 
527. i. e., because of theic good works and pure motives. 
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528. (of trials and hardships in the cause of religion). 

529. „> is both ‘silk’ and ‘a garment, or stuff, made thereof.’ (LL). 

530. i. e., there will be experienced no excess either of heat or cold in 
Paradise. 

531. (being easily within the reach of the seeker or desirer). 

532. (by the heavenly attendants). 

533. (shining like those of glass). ‘Such flasks as, notwithstanding their 
clearness or transparency, will be secure from being broken, and capable of being 
restored to a sound state if broken, like silver.” (LL). 

534. i. e., the heavenly attendants. 

535. i. e., according to the desire of the inmates of Paradise. 

536. ‘It shall have the flavour of 4; or ginger, which the Arabs esteem 
very pleasant. (LL). For gip seen. 521 above. 

537. jut. literally is ‘easy as a beverage in the utmost degree, applied as 
an epithet to milk, or signifying smooth, in which is no roughness ;...... or beverage 
meaning easy of entrance into the throat.’ (LL). 

538. (for attendance as waiters). 

539. See P. XXVII. n. 364. 

540. (O reader !) 

541. (walking and moving to and fro). 

542. So beautiful and fair-complexioned are they ! 

543. i, e., scenes of delight and enjoyment. 
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21. (Løb... pel) On them** shall be garments of fine green silk and 
of brocades. And adorned they shall be with bracelets of silver; and their Lord 
shall give them a drink of pure beverage***, 

22. (\,X%... ùl) Verily this is for you by way of recompense, and your 
endeavour has been accepted®*¢, 

SECTION 2 


23. (X ...V) Verily it is We Who have revealed to thee? the 
Qur'àn, a gradual revelation. 

24. (1455... 2%) So presevere thou with the command of thy Lord**, 
end obey not thou of them**?, any sinner or ingrate**, 

25. (X... $515) And remember thou the name of thy Lord, every 
morning and evening, 

26. (Xp... 4») and during night —— worship Him; and hallow Him 
the livelong night. 

27. (X4 ... ù) Verily those love the Herein, and leave** in front of 
them a heavy Day. 

28. x ....04) It is We Who created them and made them firm of 
make®** and whenever We will, We can replace them with others like them. 

29. (X=... ól) Verily this is an admonition, then whosoever will® 
may choose a way unto his Lord. 

30. (LS ... bs) And you cannot will, unless Allah wills®§4. Verily 
Allah is ever Knowing**5, Wisese, 

31. (Qt... Ja) He makes whomsoever He wills enter His mercy**" ; 
and as for the ungodly*55, He has prepared for them an afflictive torment. 


544. i. e., the inmates of Paradise. eee here is synonymous with «6, 
545. ,,4» is an intensive epithet and emphasises the absolute purity of the 
beverage. 
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546. Thus will the virtuous be addressed. 

547. (O Prophet !) 

548. (to preach His message). 

549. i. e., of the Makkan pagans. 

550. (who persuade thee not to publish the Divine message). 

551. (unheeded and unattended to). 

552. or ‘their joints.’ ..\ literally is ‘strength of make or form.’ 

553. i. e., whosoever shall exert his will, whosoever shall make a right use 
of his free judgment. 

§54. (in His infinite Wisdom). 

555. His supreme knowledge comprehends all conditions and circumstances. 

556, His Wisdom surpasses the insight of all finite beings. 

551. (by his accepting the creed of Islam). 

558. i. e., those who persist in unbelief and infidelity. 
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Surat-ul-Mursalat 


Those Sent. LXXVII 
(Makkan, 2 Sections and 50 Verses) 
In the name of Allah, the Compassionate, the Merciful, 
SECTION 1 

ó pel. Aly) By the winds sent forth with beneficence*s?, 
(Uae ciah ) and those raging swiftly**9, 
(us ote 9) by the spreading winds spreading'*t, 
(Vj =i) and the scattering winds scattering®®, 
(145.239) and the winds that bring down the remembrance*?, 
(Lit stl, de) by way of excuse or warning, 
(e? J3...W) verily what you are promised'** is about to befall. 
(cab .. . 59) So when the stars are effaced®*, 
(<=)... bts) and when the sky is cleft asunder, 


-— 
SP BON AAEWN DO 


(<i... 15) and when the mountains are carried away by wind, 


11. (=l... 1317) and when the messengers are assembled at the 
appointed time®** 
12. (cle)... sY) for what day is it®*? timed? 


13. ( jail...) ) For the Day of Decision. 

14. (Jei... bs) And knowest thou what the Day of Decision is ? 
15. (ou. ..,&;) Woe on that Day to the beliers 1 

16. (2553 ...4*) Have We not destroyed the ancients®* ? 


559. V -o. A s, is ‘a metaphorical phrase, from the jp of the horse, 
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meaning, by the angels or the winds, that are sent forth consecutively, like the seve- 
ral portions of the mane of the horse; or the meaning is, sent forth Gs JU 
i.e., with beneficence, or benefit." (LL). 


560, 
561. 
562. 
563. 
564. 
565. 


(threatening to cause destruction and disaster). 

(clouds, and causing rain). 

(clouds, after the rain is over). 

(of God and the Hereafter in human hearts). 

i. e., Resurrection and Judgment. 

Or ‘become effaced.’ ‘And when the stars shall have their traces extir- 


pated or shall lose their light.” (LL). 


566. 
567. 


(that shall be the Day of the Judgment). 
i. e., this meeting of the apostles, 


568. (by way of punishment). 
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17. 


them®®. 


18. 
19. 
20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 


Decreers ! 
24. 


25. 
26. 
27. 
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(a, M e €) And then We shall cause the latter ones to follow 


(cv dV... BAS) Thus We do with the culprits", 
(ae... hv) Woe on that Day to the beliers ! 
(ca... 4) Did We not create you of despicable water'!, 


(afe... dt) which We placed in a safe despository*”*. 
(edo... J) Till a time limited”? | 
(245431 , . . Vyas) So | We decreed*”. How excellent are We as 


(cual, . . 5) Woe on that Day to the beliers ! 

(uF... 11) Have We not made earth a receptacle!'s, 

(V. s.l) both for the living and the dead, 

(Wy... lle) and have placed therein firm and tall mountains and 


given you to drink of fresh water" * ? 


28. 
29. 
30. 
31. 
32. 
33. 
34. 


569, 
570. 


(cm i8a , . . 49) Woe on that Day to the beliers | 

(9x38... Vyallil) Depart unto what you were used to belie®’’. 

(cat . e e Vlil) Depart unto the shadows''* three. branched®’* —— 
(<a)... Y) neither shading nor availing against the flame. 
(<6... V!) Verily it shall cast forth sparks like unto a castle5®°. 
(sie... 46) As though they were®* camels yellow, tawny. 
(KI... 7) Woe on that Day to the beliers ! 


i, e., infidels of the Prophet's time. 
(whether ancient or modern). 
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571. i. e, a fluid which you yourself hold so despicable. See also n. 507 
above. ) 

572 i. e, in woman's womb. 

573. (and determined) i. e., the time fixed for delivery. 

574. (everything in just measure and with due proportions). 

575. wi literally is ʻA place in which a thing is drawn together, or com- 
prehended, and collected or congregated. And the phrase in the text means. ‘Have 
we not made the earth a place which comprehends the living and the dead? 
meaning oly s lel ouf ' (LL) 

576. (while in this world). 

571. This will be said to the infidels on the Judgment Day. 

578. (ofthe smoke of Hell). 

579. The fire of Hell on the Day of Resurrection will divide into three parts, 
and whenever the infidels will attempt to go to a place of safety it will repel it. 

580. (in size and volume). 
581. (in hue and colour). 
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35. (osia... a) This isa Day when they shall not be able to speak**?, 

36. (ussi .. Y,) Nor shall they be permitted, so that they might 
excuse themselves. 

37. (3Y... 45) Woe on that Day to the beliers ! 

38. (Yi...) This isthe Day of Decision. We have assembled 
you and the ancients. | 

39. (onh... ub) Jf now you have any craft, try that craft upon Me. 

40. (ox... 43) Woe on that Day to the beliers | 

SECTION 2 

41. (òs... of Verily the God-fearing shali be amid shades and 
springs, 

42. (0545 ... 515) and fruits such as they desire. 

48. (04.4... 1,8) Eat and drink with relish for what you have been 
working***. 

44. (o4 ...V!) Verily We! in this way recompense the well-doers. 

45. (3K... y) Woe on that Day to the beliers ! 

46. (0»4...V5) Eat and drink but little***; you are culprits5t*, 

47. (a38... Js) Woe on that Day to the beliers ! 

48. (v5)... Bi) And when itis said: bow down**", they do not 
bow down. 

49. (a... 4) Woe on that Day to the beliers | 

50. (s5 ... vl) In what discourse then, after it***, will they believa ? 


582. (to any purpose). 

583. (to put forth pleas and excuses). 

584. Thus will the pious be addressed. 

585. (ofthe pleasures of this world). 

586. Thus will the infidels be addressed. 

587. (in prayer). 

588. i. e, after a Message so plain and so effective as the Holy Qur'áa, 
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PART XXX 
Sürat-un-Naba 


The Announcement. LXXVIII 
(Makkan, 2 Sections and 40 Verses) 
In the name of Allah, the Compassionate, the Merciful. 
SECTION 1 
(99 pe) Of what are they! asking ? 
(ge . . ue) Of the fateful Announcement", 
(osika , , sl) concerning which they differ’, 
(os 95 ) No, indeed‘ they shall soon know the truth. 
(genome os p) Again, no indeed, they shall soon Know the truth. 
(m... 9 Have We not made the earth an expanse*, 
(VV! Jis) and the mountains as stakes” ? 
(eo Sale») And We have created you in pairs’. 
(Ke... Ur») And We have made your steep a rest’, 


oO oN TRON = 


(LU... es) And We have made the night a coveringt?. 


—ï 
-> 


=a 
oh : 


(ale, . bles) And We have made the day for seeking livelihood!, 
(lotus... lv) And We have built over you seven strong heavens. 
(lees... bes) And We have set therein a lamp glowing. 


14. (ule... Wyle) And We have sent down from the rain-clouds 
abundant water. 
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15. (tu... cJ) So that We bring forth from them corn and vegetation, 


16. (W ee ,) and gardens thick with trees!?. 

17. (Cue... dl) Verily the Day of Decision? is an appointed time! —— 

18. (V9... e) a Day whereon the Trumpet will be blown, and you 
will come®® in multitudes?*, 

19. (kiat... esis) And the sky will have been opened and it will have 
become as doors”. 


i a ———ÁÁ D € AAA LLL nnl 


l. i. e, the pagans of Makka. 

2. i. e., the Day of Resurrection, li is not only ‘tidings’ but also signifies 
‘An announcement of great utility, from which results either knowledge or a predo- 
minance of opinion, and truth.’ (LL). 

3, (with the believers, and also among themselves some denying it alto- 
gether, others doubting it). 

4, (they cannot escape). 

(they cannot escape). 

(to lie upon, to sit upon and to walk and run upon). 

(to fix the earth). See P. XIII. n. 203; P. XIV. n. 33. 
i, e., male and female. 

9. This stresses the biological fact that sleep is not something negative, a 
cessation of activities, a mere state of unconciousness, but a positive, potent fac- 
tor in life——its recurring rejuvenator, its sweet restorer. Sleep is in fact one of 
the greatest Divine boons to man. It is sleep that gives millions of body-cells every 
opportunity to recoup themselves, get rid of the fatigue poison and get ready for 
the next period of wakefulness, Psychological research has revealed that lack of 
sleep kills humans and higher animals quicker than starvation. See also P. XXI. 
n. 131, 

10. As it covers or conceals everything by its darkness. 

11. This gives expression, incidentally though, to a very profound scientific 
fact. ‘The food of all living things comes ultimately from plants which, in the pre- 
sence of sunlight, and only in that presence, and in virtue of its actions upon their 
green leaves, manufacture starch and sugar from the carbonic acid which exists in 
the air and water around them, whilst they are also thus enabled to take up nitrogen, 
and so to form their living substance or protoplasm. At night these particles or 
cells of the living protoplasm of plants which are furnished with transparent green 
granules, so as to entangle the sun-light, and by its aid feed on carbonic acid, cease 
this work. They necessarily repose from their labour because the light has gone. 
This is the simplest examples of the sleep of living things....This alternation of acti- 


9o z g^ tA 
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vities in day and night occurs even inthe invisible microscopic vegetation of pools 
and streams, Animals even the most minute, only visible with a strong miscroscope 
—--move about in search of “bits” of food——in fact, bits of other animals or 
plants—-—and they, too, are, with special exceptions, checked in their search for 
food by the darkness, for even extremely minute and simple animals are guided in 
their search by light, that is to say, by a more or less efficient sense of sight. (Lan- 
kester, Science from an Easy Chair, pp. 157-159). Thus even the most rudimentary 
forms of ‘livelihood’ are performable only in day time. 


12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 


(is such a One, then, not Able to bring about Resurrection ?) 

Or ‘of Distinction between good and evil.’ 

(heralding Judgment). 

(to judgment, O mankind !). 

Or ‘in bands,’ grouped as believers and infidels of various communities, 
Perhaps for the angels to pass through. 
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20. (tl...) And the mountains will have been removed 
away?®, and they will have become as mirage. 

21. (545 ...0) Verny Hell is an ambuscade!? ——- 

22. (vt . . « oélkll) a receptacle for the exorbitant. 

23. (Ue! . . . ett) For ages? they will tarry therein 

24. (VW... Y) They will not taste therein cool?! or any drink, 

25. (lie. . . Wl) savescalding water and corruption??, 

26. (bbs l>) recompense fitted'?, 

27. (le... pél) Verily they were wont not to look for a reckoning**, 

28. (UNS... 1438) And they belied Our signs totally*®. 

29. (%5. . . 6%) And We have recorded every thing in a Book. — 

30. (Ve... 1553) Taste therefore, We shall only increase you in 
torment?®, 

SECTION 2 

31. (hue... ot) Verily for the pious is an achievement*®. 

32. (bisis gla) Gardens enclosed and vineyards, 

33. (Myles) and full-breasted maidens of equal age”, 

34. (les LE») and an overflowing cupi. 

35, (Liss... Y) They will hear therein no babble or falsehood —-—, 

36. (i>... Tæ) arecompense from thy Lord, a gift sufficient, 

37. (U=... 2) from the Lord of the heavens and the earth and of 
what is in-between?*, the Compassionate with whom they’: cannot demand 


audience‘, 
38. (i2... ¢#) The Day whereon the souls'* and the angels will stand 
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arrayed?*, they will not be able to speak?", except whom the Compassionate gives 
leave?? and who speaks aright. 

39. (bl... 43) That is the Sure Day. Let him who wills®, seek a way 
back to his Lord“. 


40. (i...) Verily We have warned you of an imminent chastise- 
ment, a Day whereon a man will see what he has sent forth*!, and the infidel 
will say’? : would that | had been dust*? ! 


eaaa e  —MMMM—— 


18. (from their place). 

19 (the angels whereof are lying in wait for the guilty). 

20. (Interminable). 

21. (refreshing or comforting to them). 

22. See P. XXIIL n. 465. GlLé may aio mean ‘intensely cold,’ 
23. (to their deeds) 


24, The words imply that the offence was habitual, not isolated. The 
offenders disregarded the hard fact of their accountability wilfully and persistently. 


25. (by their words and deeds). 

26. (of records). 

27. This will be said to the inmates of Hell. 

28. i, e., every change in your torments will be only for the worse, 

29. i. e., supreme fulfilment of their hearts' desires, 

30. (with themselves, as companions), For —\;\ See P. XXVII. n. 374ff. 
31. (with heavenly drinks). 


32. Eventhe atmosphere separating sky and earth has been held sacred, 
and worshipped either directly for itself or as animated by some special Deity, by seve- 
ral polytheistic communities. The ‘invisible beings who are supposed to hover between 
heaven and earth, that is, whose proper abode is the circumambient atmosphere... 
are called Air-Gods,’ and are described at length in the pages of the ERE, (I. p. 222 
ff), Amulets of Shu, (the atmosphere in Egypt), were made in the XIIth dynasty and 
were common about the XXXth.' (Petrie Religious Life in Ancient Egypt, p. 3). 


33. i. e., any of His creatures however exalted they may be. 


34. (or argument, as of right). This does away with the doctrines of ‘Me- 
diation’ ‘and Intercession’ altogether. 


35. ie.. the possessors of souls, c. J^ is here used in the generic sense, the 
singular standing for the class. 
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36, (with due reverance and awe of the Almighty). 

37. Neither for themselves nor on behalf of others. 

38. (to speak). 

39. (to ensure his salvation). 

40. (by embracing the true faith). 

41. (of good and evil deeds, and will be face to face with absolute Reality), 
42. (in extreme anguish). 

43, (so that I had escaped the doom). 
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Those That Drag Forth. LXXIX 
(Makkan, 2 Sections and 46 Verses) 
In the name of Allah, the Compassionate, the Merciful. 
SECTION 1 
(V oj!) By the angels who drag forth vehemently**. 
(hs adash ,) By the angels who release“ most gently'*. 
( bere eae ) By the angels who glide swimmingly*?, 
(U c.i ) and who then speed with foremost speed“. 
(I 54$) and who then manage the affair decreed". 
(üJ... ex) A Day shall come when® the quaking will quake*!, 
(ENA acs) And there will follow it the next 5/ast. 
(diets... si) Hearts®* that Day will be throbbing™. 
9. (isk bL!) Their looks will be downcast**. 
10. (fbi... 53,2) They" are saying® : shall we indeed be restored to 
our former state”, 
11. (24... ble) after we have become decayed bones®*? 
12. (;-5...V) They are saying®*: that indeed shall be a losing 


return? ? 
13. (ils... Ub) In fact, it will be only a scaring shout. 


a 


14. (aL a) And lo I they a/f shall appear?! on the surface®*. 
15. (ge... Ja) Has there come to thee® the story of Mūsā ? 
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16. (s) ...5) Recall when thy Lord called to him in the holy vale of 
Tuwa*, , 

17. (b .. <a!) go thou® to Firawn ; verily he has waxed exorbitant’, 

18. (i57... Jë) Then say thou*' : wouldst thou be purified“ ? 


19. (di>... als) | shall guide thee to thy Lord, so that thou shalt 
fear*?, 


20 (gS). .. 4%) Then he showed him the great sign”. 


44. (the soul of the infidels from their bosoms). The angel of death, with 
his assistants, will pull the souls of the wicked from the inmost parts of their bodies 
in a most rough and cruel manner. 

45. (the souls of the believers), 

46. i. e., with the utmost ease. 

'47. (through the air, taking human souls with them). 

48. (to execute the command of God respecting these souls). ‘The angels 
that proceed with the souls of the believers t^ Paradise and with the souls of the 
unbelievers to Hell.’ (LL). 

49. (by God). 

50. (at the first blast ofthe trumpet). 

51. (the whole universe, and the motionless bodies shall be in a state of 
violent motion). 

52. (ofthe wicked). 

53. (with great agitation and will be in a most disturbed condition). 

54. (with shame, humiliation and terror). 

55. i.e. the Makkan pagans, 

56. (in mockery and defiance). 

57. (after being raised from the dead). 

58. Much like the whitened skeletons of dead camels which still strew the 
path of countless pilgrims in Arabia. 

59. (by way of sarcasm). 

60. i.e.,areturn full of loss to us. 

61. (compelling them to rise). 

62° (ofthe earth wide-awake). 

63, (O Prophet ^). 

64, See P. XVI. n. 262, 

65. (as Our apostle), See P. XVI, n. 270. 

66, See P. XVI. n. 271. 

67. (to him, O Moses !). 
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68. (ofsin and infidelity) i. e., hast thou an inclination, or will, to becoming 
pure ? The phrase is elliptical. The commentators generally supply J» after 
eu ja, The pariicie J\ is here used in the sense of 3 , as it imports the meaning 
of invitation, 

69. (Him, and lead a pious life) Note thateven to an arch-rebel like 
Pharaoh, Divine guidance was easily available, 

70. (ofhis prophethood). The word is used in a generic sense. Compare 
Sirah Taha verse 56 :—And assuredly We showed him Our signs, all of them, but 
he denied and rejected.’ l 
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21. (jae » wi) Yet he belied and rebelled'!, 
22, (e... ¢) Then he turned back striving”. 


23. (ioli jas) Then he gathered his people’? and cried aloud. 
24. (je...) And he said'*: | am your Lord, most high'*. 


25. (Ys... 35V) Thereupon Allah seized him with the chastisergent 
of the Hereafter and the present. 


26. (i... à) Surely herein is a lesson for him who fears'*. 
SECTION 2 

27. (Ws... gle) Are you harder to create of the sky He hath built" ? 

28. (W3... civ) He raised its height and perfected it. 

29. (lp .. fleets) And He has made its night dark and its sunshine 


bright. 
30. (4*3... Ys) And thereafter, he stretched out the earth'*. 


31. (le... ¢4!) And He brought forth therefrom its water and its 


pasture. 
32. (ui, JiJ'u) And He set firm the mountains? «=-= 


33. (Ses .. . el) a provision for you and yout cattle. 
34. (5S... 6) Then when the Grand Calamity comes*? —— 
35. (de... t2) the Day whereon man will remember what he had 


striven for. 
36. (4j... ja») And the Scorch will be made apparent to anyone 


who sees. 
37, (1 & V) Then as for him who waxed exorbitant, 


38, (ual... 75) and who chose the life of this world", 
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39. 
40. 


(gall... ob) verily the Scorch shall be his resort. 
(Ss! .... Wis) And as for him who dreaded standing before his 


Lord, and restrained his soul from desires®, 


41. 
42 


(gal... 06) verily the Garden shall be his resort. 


(ut... cit.) Theys? question thee** regarding the Hour —— 


when will its arrival be ? 


43. 
thereof?5 ? 


44. 
thereof. 


45. 


46. 


(w$5... œ) By no reason art thou concerned with the declaration 
(ee... J) Unto thy Lord is the knowledge of the limit fixed 


(m... el) Thou art but a warner*® to him who fears it*". 


(le... or 8) On the Day whereon they?* see it, it will appear to 


them as though they had not tarried*? save an evening or the morning”. 


71. 
^72. 
73. 
74. 
75. 


(the messenger of God). 

(against Moses). 

(the magicians). 

(in the vanity of his power.as well as superstition). 

The Pharaohs believed themselves to be the visible gods, begotten by 


God, and themselves the Divine begetters of their wives’ children. Each of the 
Pharaohs, so long as he reigned, was considered to be the living image of and 
vicegerent of the sun-god, invested with the attributes of Divinity. and presumed to 
be of the like nature with the gods, ‘While it easily happened that conspicuous 
individuals after death came to be regarded by a later generations as effective gods, 
the cult of the actually living king prevailed in both Babylonia and Egypt and royal 
statues were objects of worship. In the Amarna Letters (about 1400 B. C ) the petty 
princes of Syria and Palestine address the reigning Pharaoh as “my sun-god" or “my 
god" ' (EMK. IL. p. 1046) See also P. XIX. n. 182 ; P. XX. n. 207, 


76. 
77. 
Universe. 
78. 
79. 


(O pagans !) 
This draws attention to man's insignificance in the vast scheme of God's 


(which had already been created). 
Which ‘are the main reservoirs for the storage and gradual distribution 


of water, the very basis for the life of man and the beast (AYA). 


80. 
81. 
82. 
83. 


(sorting out everything according to its true value). 
(denying the life to come altogether). 

i. e., from gratifying unlawful lusts, 

i. e., the Makkan pagans. 
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84. (O Prophet !). 


85. Itis not the business of any of His prophets to announce the exact 
hour and date of the Resurrection, 


86. i.e., one who announces its sure arrival, not its exact hour or date. 
87. i.e.. the Judgment-Day, 

88. (who are now clamouring for its immediate advant). 

89, (in the world). 


90, The pronoun W refers to is because the J» and is belong to the 
same day, 
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He Frowned. LXXX 
(Makkan, 1 Section, 42 Verses,) 
In the name of Allah, the Compassionate, the Merciful. 
SECTION 1 
1. (39 » o£) He? frowned and turned away, 
2. (Lei... ot) because there came to him a blind man™, 
3. (Sa... bs) How canst thou know”, whether he might be 
cleansed", 

4. (iS)... 3} or be admonished*s, so that the admonition might 


have profited him?* ? 


5. (x3... bl) As for him who regards himself self-sufficient” —— 


6. (gae... =) to him thou attendest^* ; 

7. Sa.. 4s) whereas it is not on thee? that he!™ is not cleansed!?!, 
8 

9 


(da, - « . Ulo) And as for him who comes to thee running!'t, 


0 (um) and he fears*?* 
10, (W... ed) him thou neglectest!*!, 
41. G5... Xf) No Indeed!*5 | verily itt* is an admonition??", 
12. ($5... os) So whosoever wills!**, let him be admonished with 


itto, 
13. (S... å) inscribed in honoured Writs!!?, 


44. (Qd ey) exalted!i!, purified, 
15. (34+ sul) by the hands of scribes, 
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16. (55e f) honourable, virtuous!t*, 
17. (C£)... J) Perish man | how ingrate he is ! 
18. (ae... z) Of what has He created him? 


19. (52$...) Ofadrop of seed. He created him and set him in a 
proper form!!*. 
20. (+1... ¢) Then He made easy the way!*, 


21. (46. . . e) Then He caused him to die and be buried. 


91. i.e., the holy Prophet. 

92. i. e., certain believer, named ‘Abdullah ibn Umm Maktüm, a man ‘of 
little consideration.’ (Muir, op. cit., p. 66) Once the holy Prophet, while he was 
engrossed in earnest discourse with some of the priocipal Quraish whose conversion 
he had long cherished, was interrupted by a blind Muslim. The Prophet, habitually 
so solicitous for the poor and lowly, apprehended that at the moment the haughty 
Quraish would take umbrage at this importunity of a ‘commoner’ and would make 
it a pretext for their immediately leaving his company, and in the interest of Islam 
ignored the intruder and turned away his face from him. 

93. (with thy limited human knowlege, O Prophet !). 

94. (from his sins altogether by thy attending to his questions). 

95. (in regard to a particular affair). 

96. (in either case). The obedient Muslim was in any case sure to profit 
by the precept of the Prophet. 

97. (and therefore pays no heed to thy precepts), The allusion is to the 
haughty Quraish chieftains, 

98. (from thy solicitude to strengthen the cause of Islam by enlisting the 
support of the influential members of the Quraish tribe). 

99. i. e., no responsibility rests on thee, O Prophet ! 

100. i.e., the heedless, undutiful and arrogant person. 

‘101. (from the filth of infidelity), 

102, i. e., earnestly inquiring about matters of faith. 

103. (God and therefore has a will to learn). 

104, (although impelled by the earnestness of thy zeal to convert the rich 
pagans). 

105. (shouldst thou act thus in future). ‘This incident shows the tender and 
ready perception by Mohammad of the slight he had offered, and the magnanimity 
with which he could confess his fault (Muir. op. cit. p. 66). ‘Mohammad is justly 
praised for the magnanimous spirit shown in this passage, Throughout his career 
we rarely find him courting after the favour of the rich or the great. and he was ever 
ready to recognise merit in the poorest of his followers. (Rev, E. M. Wherry). 
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Such is the verdict of anti-Muslims and Christians ! 


106. Ż. e., the Holy Qur’an. 
107. (open to everybody). ‘This is the Book which today is accepted by 


nearly four hundred million human beings as containing the Creator’s final message 
to mankind. Irs influence on the course of history has obviouly been immense, and will 
as obviously continue to be extremely great. The Koran was the prime inspiration 
of a religious movement which gave rise to a civilization of wide extent, vast power, 
and profound vitality......No man seeking to live in the same world as Islam, and to 
understand the affairs of Islam, can afford to regard lightly or to judge ignorantly, 
the Book that is called the Koran. Tt is among the greatest movements of mankind, 
It surely deserves and demands to be more widely known and better comprehended 
in the West’ (Arberry's The Holy Koran, p 33, italics ours). 

108. i.e., is willing to receive it, 

109. (and leave the scoffers and blasphemers aside). 

110. i. e., in the Preserved Tablet, 

111. (in rank and dignity). 

112 i, e., uncorrupted, and kept pure from the hands of evil spirits. 

113. All these attributes refer to the hands of angels, 

114, i.e., He formed him with the proportion, 

115. (out of the womb). 
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22. (+1... ¢) Then when He wills, He shall raise him to life. 
23. (44...5f) No indeed!!*| Mani? performed not what He had 
commanded him. 
24. (ub... ki) Let man look at his food", 
25. (i4... V1) It is We Who pour forth water in abundance®”, 
26. (lat... ¢) Then We cleave the earth in clefts. 
27. (le ,., bib) Then We cause therein the grain to grow, 


28. (Li » bss) and vines and vegetables, 


29. (5 » V.455) and olives and palms, 

30. (W sles) and luxuriant enclosed gardens, 

31. (VL WG, ) and fruits and herbage!?? —— 

32. (QUY, Kbt) a provision for you and your cattle. 

33. (la... bë) Then when comes the Deafening Cry!!! —— 

34. (4-1... t2) on the Day when a man?” shall flee from his brother, 
35. (als 415) and his mother and father, 

36. (42:3 «-L55) and his wife and sons. 


37. (4%... J) For every one on that Day shall have business 


enough to occupy him!?*, 
38. (iie... s33) Faces of some on that Day shall be beaming#*5, 
39. (i424 l) laughing, rejoicing. 
40. (5.5... 5,0» 7) And faces of others'** on that Day shall be 
gloomy??’, 
41. (5535 kw, ) dust-covered, 
42. (i pill. . tls!) Those! they shall be the infidels!?*, the ungodly!!*. 


116. (man proved ungrateful). 
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117, 
118. 


i. e., the ungrateful human being. 
i.e, in what manner We have provided it for him, And this is 


symbolic of God's all-round beneficence to man, 


119. 
120. 
121. 
122. 
123. 
124. 
125. 
126. 
127. 
128. 
129. 


i, e., by heavy showers, 

(which beasts feed upon). 

(of the Trumpet). 

(in extreme terror and confusion). 
(and make him indifferent towards even his closest relations). 
(of the believers). 

(with the light of faith). 

(of the infidels). 

Symbolic of their infidelity. 

i. e., rejectors of God's truths, 

i.e, immersed in impiety. 
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Sarat-ut-Takwir 


The Winding Round. LXXXI 
(Makkan, 1 Section and 29 Verses) 
In the name of Allah, the Compassionate, the Merciful. 


SECTION 1 
0. (95$ Gentil bt) When the sun??? shall be wound round’, 


2. (5.61 pyll) and the stars??? shall dart down, 


3. (=p kel lal) and when the mountains??? shall be made to pass 
away, 


4. (othe . . . 1315) and when the she-camels big with yourg*** shall be 
abandoned", 


5. (e&,1...ll) and when the wild beasts'** shall be gathered 
together?®”, 
6. (5... bls) and when the seast?! shall be filled!®, 


7. (em255.. 4 l5) and™ when the souls shall be paired’, 
8. (cit... l3) and when the girl buried alive!*? shall be questioned : 


9. (cts... cb) for what sin she was slain, 
10. (si... 13) and when the Writs! shall be laid open!^*, 
11. (bf... 1317) and when the sky shall be stripped off’, 
42. (S=... lis) and when the Scorch shall be set ablaze!'f, 
13. (c3... t33) and when the Garden shall be brought near“, 
44. (=)... cale) then every soul shall know what it has presented!**, 
15. (jan... . Æ) I swear by the receding stars, 
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16. («Ix ) moving swiftly and hiding themselves, 
17. (nae... dlls) and by the night when it departs’, 
18. (45... gls) and by them orning when it shines forth. 


19. (ef...) Verily it^" is a Word"! brought by an honoured 
messenger!*?, 


130. The greatest source of strength in the physical world, 

131. (with darkness, and effaced). 

132. Which have for ages remained fixed and constant. 

133. The most striking stability on the earth, 

134. The most prized property in ancient Arabia, .!,: , the singular 
of e , is*A she-camel that has been ten months pregnant, from the day of her 
having been covered by the stallion.’ (LL) ‘In normal times she would be most 
sedulously cared for.’ 

135. (and left untended). 

136. Which in normal times are so fearful of each other and of human beings. 

137. (and they shall forget their mutual animosity). 

138, The biggest expanse of water, 

139. (with fire), At the first blast of the Trumpet all seas shall flow forth 
One into another, and thus become one sea, and then shall be kindled and become 
fire. 

140. Now begin the happenings at the second blast of the Trumpet, 

141. i.e. united with their fellows ; like will be joined with like ; each sect, | 
or party, shall be united with those whom it has followed. 

142. ‘It was customary among the ancient Arabs to bury their daughters alive 
as soon as they were born. for the fear that they should be impoverished by providing 
for them, or should suffer disgrace on their account.’ (Sale) ‘At that time there 
were many survivals of barbarism among the inhabitants of central Arabia. For 
instance, the practice of burying newborn daughters alive was very general (HHW. 
VIII. p. 8) ‘Amongst the Arabs before Mohammad......sons were preserved, but 
daughters were usually buried alive.’ (ERE. I. pp. 3, 4) ‘At any rate in some places 
and sometimes, there was a strong pressure of publc opinion against sparing any 
daughter, even though she were the only child of her parents’ (Robertson Smith, 
Kinship and: Marriage in Early Arabia, pp 129-30). In India the practice continued 
so late as the middle of the nineteenth century. ‘Among all the races of India; there 
is none more noble than the Rajput ; and among the Rajputs, the first rank belongs 
to the Chuhans......These people are numerous in the United Provinces. In the 
district of Mainpuri there are more than 30,000 of them, and not about sixty years 
ago it was discovered that among them was not a single girl. Every daughter that 
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was born was killed. The higher the rank of the family the more constant and 
systematic was the crime...... This is not rhetoric but the statement of a fact, In 1856 
special inquiries were instituted. It was found that this practice of infanticide 
although especially prevalent among the Rajputs, was by no means confined to them, 
and it was common not only in the Agra province but in Oudh, the Punjab, and in 
parts of the Bombay Presidency. Numbers of villages were visited where there was 
not a single girl and where there had never been one within the memory of man...... 
In 1869 another investigation showed that there was little change for the better.' 
(Strachey, India, 4th Ed., pp. 433-34) ‘Infanticide of female infants has been practi- 
sed in India from unknown times amongst the ancient Gakkhar race in the Punjab, 
and it has been a constant custom, and continued in several parts of India down to 
the later third of the 19th century.’ (EI. IL p. 397) As a matter of fact, wherever 
polyandry is in existence baby-girls are killed in large numbers. 

143. (of record). 

144. (so that every one would be able to see his record). 

145, Asthe skin is plucked offa slaughtered sheep. Or, the phrase may 
mean, ‘And when the heaven shall be removed from its place, like as a roof is remo- 
ved from its place. (LL) According to the OT, God has stretched out the heavens 
like a curtain. (Ps. 104 : 2) 

146. (and is kindled all the more). 

147. (unto the God-fearing). Cf. Sürat-ul- Qaf, verse 31. 

148. (of deeds, good or evil). 

149. (and gradually melts away in day) jJ! -e has two contradictory 
meanings. ‘The night came on. or departed," But the phrase in the Quran, ‘accor- 
ding to all expositors, signifies, *And by the night when it departeth." (LL). 

150. i. e., the Holy Quran. 

151. (of God). ‘The Glorious Koran, that inimitable symphony, the very 
words of which move man to tears and ecstasy’ (Pickthall). ‘The Book which was 
revealed to the Prophet......... and is believed by Muslims to be the word of God as 
distinguished from Hadis, i. e. the saying of the Prophet......... The purity of its text 
is an established fact, Yt is in rhymed prose and is universally recognised as the 
finest production in Arabic literature (Hammerton’s New Universal Encyclopedia, 
Vol. VI, p. 4888, Italics ours). The text of the book is sound; it can be read in 10 
ways but in few cases do the variations make serious difference in the sense, 
(Everyman's Encyclopedia,’ Vel, VII, p. 524, 4th Ed.). 

152. i, e., by the angel Gabriel. 
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20. (uf... ..55) owner of strength’, and of established dignity with 
the Lord of the Throne, 

21. (o4. S. obeyed onet therel55, as also trusty!5s, 

22. Ge. < bs) Nor is your companion! distracted?5®, 

23. (cll... ad) Assuredly he has seen him™? in open horizon’®, 

24. (oe ...bs) And he is not a tenacious concealer’ of the 
Unseen? 

25. (axo... 6») Nor is it! the word of the accursed Satant**. 

26. (0,24 gt ) Whither then are you going?* ? 

27. (m4... a o) This is not but an Admonition to the worlds!t* — —- 

28. (gt... ot) to whomsoever of you who wills to walk straight!*", 

29. (aos... 4s) And you cannot will unless /t be that Allah, the 
Lord of the worlds, wills?® . 


153. (so that none of the devilish forces can overcome this mighty messen- 
ger) See Sürat-un- Najm, vv. 5-6. 


154. (by other angels). 
155. i.e. in the heavens. 


156. i.e. thoroughly reliable in every respect. Sofar with the angel- 
messenger. Now begins the description of the prophet-messenger. 


157. i. e, the holy Prophet, whem you know so well as your life-long 
associate. 


158. As supposed by the pagan calumniators. 
159. i.e., the revealing angel. 

160. See P. XXVII. n. 125. 

161. i. e, of what has been revealed to him. 


162. The Prophet has nothing to conceal; his messages are all plain and 
unambiguous. 


163. As supposed by the pagan calumniators. 
164. Who may happen to overhear by stealth the discourse of the angels. 
165. (straying from the Way, and rejecting the plain truth). 


166. (and not for a particular race or class). Notice once more the univer- 
sality of the message of Islam. 


167. i.e., such alone can profit by it. This repudiates the doctrine of Karma 
and determinism, in all its forms and varieties. 


168 This repudiates the doctrine of free-will and liberty, in all its forms and 
varieties. 
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Sarat-ul-Infitar 


The Cleaving LXXXII 
(Makkan, 1. Section and 19 Verses) 
In the name cf Allah, the Compassionate the Merciful, 
SECTION 1 

1. (obit, ,. 13) When the sky is cleft!s?, 

2. (e... 13) and when the stars are scattered, 

3. (253 ,..155) and when the seas are flowed out”, 
4. (ofl... LP» and when!”! the graves are ransacked, 


5. (SA3. . e) each soul shall know what it sent afore??? and what 
it left behind, 


6. (e (KU) © man ! what has deluded thee concerning thy Lord, 
the BountifuP”, 


7. (Yai... gil) Who created thee!?, then moulded thee", then 
proportioned thee! ? 


8. (25, .., 4) He constructed thee in whatsoever form He willed. 
9. (gt... >f) No indeed! ! Aye! you deny the Requital!”® J 

30 (om... O's) Verily guardians!*? there are for you; 

11. ( ab LIS ) honoura:lel?! scribes, 

12. (oss V 5,4) They Know whetsoever you do! 


13, (e... oh) Verily the pious will be in Delight, 
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14. (wer... oj) and the ungodly in a Scorch. 
15. (yall... a) Roasted they will be therein on the Day of Requital. 
16. (otk: ... by) And thencel?? they will not be allowed to be absent!**, 


17. (545... 65) And what will make thee understand what the Day of 
Requital is? 
18. (a3...) Again, what will make thee understand what the Day 
of Requital [5155 ? 
19. (43.5 ...ex) A Day whereon no soul will own aught of power 
for any other soul!*5, and the command will be wholly Allah'st?", 
MR rae RU UE PU MEE 


169. (at the first blast of the Trumpet). 

170. (and by intermingling became one great sea). 

171. (at the second blast of the Trumpet). 

172. (of his good and evil deeds). 

173. (by way of good and bad example). 

174. (so that thou hast neglected what was incumbent on thee to Him). . 
Cf. the NT :—Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what manner of 
persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness, looking for and 
hastening unto the coming of the day of God, wherein the heavens being on fire 
shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat ? (2. Pe. 3:11, 12) 
-» is here, as in many interrogative sentences, synonymous with », e Ki may also be 
translated as the Honoured. 

175, i. e., brought thee into being. 

176. i. e, adopted thy creation to the exigencies and requirements of 
Wisdom. 

177. Or ‘made thee symmetrical’. 

178, (should you have been so deluded and so forgetful of Him). 

179. (itself) i. e., the very fact which should have dispelled all delusions. 

180, i, e., the recording angels, 

181. (in the sight of God). 

182. (and they write down all your actions), 

183, (—-—after once entering it ——) 

184. i.e, they shall never be allowed to come out of it. 

185. The interrogation is repeated for magnifying the importance. 

186. This repudiates the doctrine of Mediation or Intercession in all its forms. 

187, (demonstrably) i, e., His direct command of everything will be perfectly 
manifest. 
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Sarat-ut-Tatfif 


The Scrimping. LXXXIII 
(Makkan, 1 Section and 36 Verses) l 
In the name of Allah, the Compassionate, the Merciful. 


SECTION 1 
1. (odi 24) Woe to the scrimpers?5, 
2. (ss... oll) who when they take fromi** others, exact the full 


measure, 
3. (69+... 861») and when they measure to them or weigh for them, 
diminish!*9, 
4. (95,4... Y) Do not such men imagine’ that they shall be 
raised up ? 
5. ( do ed) ona fateful Day?” | 
6. (ao)... e») A Day when mankind shall stand before the Lord 
of the worlds. 
7. (cm...) By no means!?*! The record of the ungodly is in 
Sijjin!?*. 
8. (use... bs) And what will make thee understand what the Sijjin 
ist95 ? 
9. (rio... f ) A record of misdeeds witltten**, 
10. (a3... ys) Woe be on that Day to the beliers, 
11. (v41... yl) who belie the Day of Requitalt?", 
12. (gt... m And none belies it save a trespasser, sinner. 
13. (ael; .. bt) And when Our revelations are read to him, he says!?*; 
fables of the ancients’ | 
14. (545.... 9f) By no means** | Aye! encrusted? upon their 
hearts is what they have been earning®"*. 
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15. (Ox»-...5&) By no means?! Verily on the Day they will be 
shut out? from their Lord?®, 
16. (er! e À) Then verily they will be roasted into the Scorch. 


188. „ük. is ‘One who gives short measure, and short weight, thus cheating 
his companion ; but this epithet is not applied unrestrictedly except in the case of 
exorbitant deficiency." (LL). 

189, „Me is here used in the sense of » . (LL). 

190. i.e,they give less than what is due. 

191, Apart from the risk of their being exposed in this very world. 

192. A Day of Account, when they shall have to answer for every act of 
theirs. ‘This passage, as well as many others in this portion of the Qur'an, illustrates 
the character of the instruction given by the reformer of Makka. It has a genuine 
ring about it. A pure morality is insisted on, and enforced by the doctrine of a 
final judgment.’ (Rev. E. M. Wherry). 

193, (they shall be able to escape the doom). 

194. ge literally ‘A prison’ is ‘a certain place in which is the record 
of the deeds of the wicked.’ (LL). 

195. gels is equivalent to wwe ES L, 

196. i. e., duly registered and inscribed, with no possibility of omissions, and 

' leaving no scope for the sinner. 

197. (and who are naturally the most hardened sinners). 

198. (of them scornfully), 

199. See P. VII. n. 321. 

200. (has he any reasonable. ground to reject it ?), 

201. (like rust). 

202. The purport is : this persistence in wickedness has blackened their hearts 
and rendered them incapable of receiving God's truths. 

203. (shall they be able to escape the doom). 

204. i.e., from the graceful presence of their Lord. 

205. A deprivation of the highest magnitude. 
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17. (0236... 4) Then it will be said** ; this is what you were used to 
belie. 

18. (a4... W) By no means?” The record of the virtuous will be 
in *Iliyunt*. 

19. (oe .. V») And what will make thee understand what 'llliyün is? 

20. (t^ i) Arecord of good deeds written?'?, 

21. (9 A saes) to which will bear witness?!? those placed nigh?™, 

22. (m4 ...9) Verily the virtuous will be in Delight?1?, 

23. (òst... 4e) reclining on couches, looking oni, 

24. (pull... 4,5) Thou wilt perceive brightness of delight in their 
faces. 

25. (r5... Gyn) They will be given to drink of pure wine, sealedtts ; 

26. (55121... att) the seal of which will be of musk?!*, To this end 
let the aspirers?!? aspire. 

27. (e. . ls) And mixed therewith will be the water of Tasnim ; 

28. (554... te) a springa! whereof will drink those brought nigh*!®. 

29. (om... ol) Verily the culprits were wont to laugh at those who 
believed. 


30. (0555... 1314) and, when they? passed by??l, to wink at each 
other???, 


31. (o... 135) And when they returned to their household, they 
returned jesting**?, 


32. (0404... 5) And when they saw them, they said scornfully: 
certainly these are the strayed ones. 

33. (o .. 65) Whereas they were not sent over them as watchers?4, 

34, (à Sm .. e.) So To-day? the faithful are laughing at theinfidels.26, 

35. (os: . . . Je) reclining on couches, looking on?2”, 

36. (543.4...) The infidels have indeed been rewarded for what 
they have been doing. l 
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206. (to them by the infernal guards). 

207. (shall the faithful be disappointed). 

208, ʻA place in the Seventh Heaven, to which ascend the souls of the belie- 
vers, or the highest of the places; or a certain thing above another thing...... of 
loftiness above loftiness.’ (LL). 

209. i.e, duly registered and inscribed, with no possibility of error of 
effacement. 

210, (with great esteem and honour). 

211. (to their Lord) i. e., angels. 

212. (i. e., in the greatest of delights), 

218. (at the gardens of Paradise). 

214. (O reader !). 

215. ——so highly valued indeed it will be! 

216. Which is the highest of perfumes, 

217. (for eternal happiness). 

218. (in Paradise, called e from its being conveyed to the highest 
appartments), 

219. Those of the highest grade in Paradise will continually drink of this 
water pure and unmixed, which will be superior even to the ‘Pure Wine.’ 

220. i.e. the believers. 

221. i. e., the scoffers, 

222, (in scorn and derision), 

223. ‘Jeers and jests were the ordinary weapons by which the believers were 
assailed.” (Muir, op. cit., p. 78). 

224. The infidels were not commissioned by God to call the believers to 
account, or to judge of their actions. 

225. ——the Day of the restoration of true values—— 

226. i. e., in their turn. 

227. (at the plight of the infidels). 
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Sürat-ul-Inshiqàq 


The Sundering. LXXXIV 


(Makkan, 1 Section and 25 Verses) 
In the name of Allah, the Compassionate, the Merciful. 


SECTION 1 


1. (easi... 8!) When? the sky will sunder, 
2. (e33... e531) and hearkens to its Lord, and is dutiful. 
3. (>a... ly) And when the earth will be stretched forthtt*, 
4. (245... edly) and will cast out all that is within it, and will 
void itself. 
B. (4-5... 3) and it hearkens to its Lord, and is dutiful*39-A, 
6. (sits...) O man! verily thou art toiling towards thy Lord?*!, a 
painful toiling and is about to meet Him. 
7. (4... VV) Then as to him who will be given his bookt*? in his 
right hand, 
8. (lay... 3.) hls account will presently be teken by an easy 
reckoning*??, 
9. (yap... Ais) And he shall return to his peoplet** joyfully. 
10. (e458... bls) And as to him who will be given his book?* from 
behind his back??t, 
11. (544... 5,3) he will presently call for death? 
12. ( Le Ja») And he shall roast in a Blaze. 
13. (L5, . . sl) Verily he was in this world joyful?** among his people. 


14. (5,£...«) Certainly he imagined?*? that he would not revert*t^, 


228. (at the second blast of the Trumpet), 
229. (to accommodate all its inhabitants of whatever period), 
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230. i, e. disgorging everything of its contents, such as the bodies of 
the dead, l 

230-A. Cf. the NT :—‘The day of the Lord will come as a thief in the 
night ; in the which the heaven shall pass away with a great voice, and the elements 
shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also, and the works that are therein shall be 
burned up.’ (2:Pe.3:10) See also n. 174 above. 

231. i, e., either on the right or the wrong way. 

232. (of records). 

233, (and he shall receive ever more than his deserts). 

234, i.e. those nearest and dearest to him, who themselves being true 
believers, shall be waiting to receive him, 

235. (of records). : 

236. (and in his left hand). 

237. (tofallupon him) i. e, in extreme agony he shall think of death as 
a blessing. 

238. (in utter neglect of the Hereafter). 

239, (in extreme self-complacency). 

240. (to his Lord, and will be called upon to account for his works). 
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15. (æ... gh) Yea! his Lord had been ever beholding him. 

16. (5, ...») | swear by the afterglow of the sunset, 

17. (5-3... J3) and by the night and what it brings together?! 

18. (335... 43) and by the moon when it is at the full, 

19. (gh... of 3) surely you will march on from stage to stage?! 

20. (osx... ek’) What ails them, that they do not care to 
believing?**? 

21. (252...131) and that when the Quran is read to them, they do 
not prostrate themselves*® ? 

|. 22. (oy... y) Yeal the infidels belie**. 
23. (o¢y... 414) Whereas Allah knows Best what they cherish**’. 
24. (ped)... aż) So announce thou?’ to them an afflictive torment. 


25. (55... Y) But those who believe and work righteously, unending 
will be their wage. 


241. i. e., wild beasts gathering together at night, 

242. (O mankind !) i. e., your existence is not fixed or stationary ; you must 
be ever changing, growing, journeying from the state of the living to that of the dead, 
and from the state of the dead to a new state of life in the next world, , is here 
synonymous with 4; and G» ce Ub is equivalent to we ay de , 

243. i. e., the unbelieving mass of humanity. 

244, (and thus wilfully lose the best of opportunities). 

245. (in God). 

246. i. e, they go so far in their infidelity as to reject the truths of God 
forthwith. 

247. (in their breasts, of hatred and malice). 

248. (O Prophet !) 
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Sūrat-ul-Burūj 


The Big Stars. LXXXV 

(Makkan, 1 Section and 22 Verses) 

In the name of Allah, the Compassionate, the Merciful. 
SECTION 1 

(cal... Aus) By the sky adorned with big stars*t?, 
(259 ell) and by the Promised Day***, 
(2505 3 aalts) and by the witnessing day**! and the witnessed day!?, 
(244-31... 55) perish the fellows of the ditch, 
(2,83! 15 i!) of the fuel-fed fire?5s, 
(ar... e>) when they**! sat by it, 
Ost... e» and were witnesses to what they did with the 


NOaPRWN > 


faithful**5, 

8. (ai... &,) And they persecuted them for naught save that they 
believed in Allah, The Mighty, the Laudable. 

9, (442... G4!) Him, Whose domain is the heavens and the earth. 
And Allah is Witness over everything. 

10. (x .. 30) Verily those who persecuted the believing men and 

women, and then repented not, for them shall be the torment of Hell?5*, and for 
them shall be the torment of burning. 


249. i.e., stars of the first magnitude 

250. (for judgment and requital). The occurence of that Day is not a matter 
of opinion, but a definite promise on the part of God. 

251. i. e., Friday, the day of weekly Muslim congregation. (Th), 

252. i. e,, the ninth of Zul-hijja, the day of Pilgrimage. (Th). 
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253. The allusion is to a frightful persecution of the Christians by a Jewish 
king in Yemen. ‘In 523 A.D. the throne was seized by a bigoted and dissolute usurper. 
A proselyte to Judaism, he perpetrated frightful cruelties on the Christians of the 
neighbouring provinces of Najran who refused to embrace his faith. Trenches filled 
with combustible materials were lighted, and the martyrs cast into the flames. Tra- 
dition gives the number thus miserably burned, or slain by the sword, at twenty thou- 
sand, (Muir, op. cit., Intro. p. xciii). In the early part of the sixth century the 
Herbew religion had such a hold upon al-Yemen that the last Himyarite King dhu- 
Nuwas was a Jew....Rivalry between the South Arabian converts of the two newly 
introduced monotheistic religions led to active hostility. Evidently dhu-Nuwas 
representing the nationalistic spirit, associated the native Christians with the hated 
rule of the Christian Abyssinians. To this Jewish monarch is ascribed the‘famous 
massacre of the Christians of Najran in October 523. (Hitti, op. cit., p. 62). The event 
is of great historical importance, since it led to the intervention of the Negus of 
Ethiopia, at the iustance ofthe Emperor Justinian, in the Yemen and its capture by 
him. The Jews too have a tradition of their own fiery persecution of an idolatrous 
king. (Cf. JE. II. p. 363). 

254. i, e., the cruel persecutors. 

255. (gloating over the agonies of their victims). 

256, Which includes a multitude of torments, 
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11. (SN... Allg!) Those who believed and worked righteous works 
for them shall be the Gardens whereunder rivers flow; that is the supreme 
achievement. 


12. (423 ...9!) Verily the grip of thy Lord is terrible, 

13. (44... 4!) Verily He! it is He Who begins?! and repeats. 

14. (2039... as) And He is the Forgiving, the Loving, 

15. (44! 2 53) Lord of the Throne, the Gforious**, 

16. (»,... JW) Doer of whatsoever He intends. 

17. (asl... Je) Has there come unto thee?*? the story of the hosts, 

18. (54525j) of Firawn and the Thamüd 7 

19. (=£... 3) Aye! those who disbelieve are engaged in denial®*. 
20 (ke... 415) While Allah is encompassing**? from behind them?*, 
21. (48...) Aye! ft is a glorious Recitation’, 


22. (bæ... 3) inscribed in a Preserved Tablet“, 


257, Surpassing all the achievements of this world. 
258. (the creation). 


259. (withoutlet or hindrance). His is absolutely sovereign will, unfettered 
by any conditions or restrictions. Nothing can come between His will and its exe- 
cution, Unlike the head of many a pantheon, who is surrounded by fellow deities 
and whose will frequently clashes with their's and who must at times bow to the over- 
ruling Fate, the God of Islam is all-in-all, Sovereign in the absolute sense of the 
word. See also P. XII. n. 312. 


260. (O Prophet !). 

261. (of the Quran itself ; so how can they profit by its narratives ?), 
262. (enforcing His decrees). 

263. (so that they can by no means escape), 
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264. ‘The critics hold fast to their belief in the divine nature of the text: 
here, indeed, all Muslims are united. If we do not share that belief, we can still 
acknowledge the extraordinary importance of the Quran for students of history and 
religions, its vast influence upon the minds and lives of peoples widely different in 
culture, and its peculiar interest as the work in which the last of the great Semitic 
prophets gave his message to the world. (Dr. R. A. Nicholson, in Palmer's Trans- 
lation of the Quran, Intro, p. XIX). 

265. i. e., guarded from every sort of alteration or corruption. bus cJ 
is the depository of all the Divine decrees, willed events ordained by God. 
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Sural-ut-Tariq 


The Night-Comer. LXXXVI 
(Makkan, 1 Section and 17 Verses) 
In the name of Alfah, the Compassionate, the Merciful. 


SECTION 1 


1. (35,85 Is) By the sky and the night-comer?** —— 
2. (53W... Ls) and what will make thee understand what the 
night-comer is ? 
3. («39 walt) 7t js the star shining brightly**’, 
4. (ib ..,0!) No soul is there but has a watcher?* over it. 
5. (3e... A: Solet man took?! —— from what is he created ?—— 
6. (ils... +) created from a water dripping*”, 
J. (Æ... gë) that issues from between the loins*' and the 
breast-bones!'?, 
8. (53... 4! Surely He is Able to restore him, 
9. (1... ex) ona Day when secrets shall be out!"*. 
10. (jl... dls) The men shall have no power?'* nor any helper?'*, 
31. (erst... A5) By the sky which returns, 
12. (g... Ges Vly) and by the earth which splits", 
13. (jai... al) verily?" it is a discourse decisive''*, 
14. (JV... bs) And it is not a frivolity??*. 
15. (laf. pl) Verily they?*? are plotting a plot**, 
16. (f afi ) and | am plotting a plot?*?, 
17. (1.,...)45) So? respite thou the  infidels**! —— a gentle 
respite?*5, 


266. Gy literally is ‘Anything coming by night; one who comes by night 
being thus called because of his (generally) needing to knock at the door.! And 53, 
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is ‘the star that appears in the night, or the morning star, because it comes (or ap- 
pears) in the end of the night.’ (LL). 


267. 
268. 
269. 


270. 
271. 


272. 


273. 


274. 
275. 


276. 


277. 
278. 
279. 
280. 


281. 


282. 
283. 
certain. 
284. 
285. 


The word may mean any bright star without restriction, 
i. e., a recording-angel. 

(in anticipation of resurrection). 

(A creature so insignificant in his animal nature !). 

(of men). 

(of women). 

i. e., everything will appear ip its true Reality. 

(in himself to defend himself). 

(from outside). 

(with all its hardness, to let forth corn and vegetables). 
i. e., the Holy Quran. 

(between what is true and what is false). 

i, e., composed with lightness, 

i, e., the opponents of Islam. 

(to frustrate My designs). l 

(for their ruin). For sf see P. XXVII, n. 103. 

i. e., now that the vengeance of God, at its proper time, is absolutely 


(O Prophet f). 
i, e., for a while. 
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Sūrat-ul- Aalà 


The Most High. LXXXVII 
(Makkan, 1 Section and 19 Verses) 
In the namé of Allah, the Compassionate, the Merciful. 
SECTION 1 
1. (4t...) Hallow thou" the name of thy Lord, the Most 
High, 
2. (s... Gill) Who has created??? the universe and then propor- 


tioned it*55, 
3. (s3... vals) and Who has disposed??? and then guided it?*, 


4. (eA); . . silly) and Who brings forth the pasturage??i, 
5. (xl... des) Then He makes it’? dusky stubble*®*. 
6. (47... ch.) We shall enable thee to recite??!, and then thou 
shalt not forget it?®, 
7. (E...) save what Allah may will?*. Surely He knows the 
public and what is hidden?*". 
8. (sill 4-5) And? We make easy unto thee??? the easy way™™. 
9. (5541. . $x) So admonish thou®: surely? has admonition 
profited. 
10. (gk... f&-) Admonished is he indeed who fears*™, 
11. (aY leis) and the wretched shuns it — 
12, a . gill) he who shall roast into the Great Fire, 
13. (4... ¢) wherein he shall neither die nor live**. 
14. (Sj... d) He indeed has attained bliss who has cleansed 


himself**, 
15. (Ua... $i; and who remembers the names of his Lord, and then 


prays. 
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Surat-ul-Ghashia 


The Enveloping. LXXXVIII 


(Makkan, 1 Section and 26 Verses) 
In the name of Allah, the Compassionate, the Merciful. 


SECTION 1 
e (ŒW... J) Has there come to thee the story of the Enveloping 


p 
2. (i1...) Faces?'? on that Day shall be downcast, 
3. (ak... k) travailing*t*, worn?, 
4. (idt... Xs) They shall roast in the scalding Fire?t*, 
5. (il... g~) given to drink of a spring fiercely boiling. 
6. (e ...u) No food shall be for them save bitter thorns, 
7. (py... Y) which shall neither nourish nor avail against hunger. 
8. (cl. oys) Faces?!* on that Day shall be delighted, 
9. (àl iJ) well-pleased with their endeavour?!!, 


10. (ijl... å) ina lofty Garden, 

11. (i23... Y) No vain discourse they shall hear therein. 

12. (dea . . 43) Therein shall be a spring running! 

13. (ə...) Therein shall be elevated couches | 

14. (eye ol i) and ready-placed goblets | 

15. (Hie à, ;) and ranged cushions | 

16. (3, 3453») and ready-spread carpets I 

17. (as... 9) Do they?* not’? look at the camels, how they are 


created??? ? 


311. (O Prophet!) «ski means Resurrection, because it will overwhelm 
with its terrors, or because it will come upon mankind as a thing covering them, so - 
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as to include them universally.’ (LL). 

312. (òf some). 

313. i. e., labouring through Hell-fire. 

3i4. i. e, fatigued by the most unavailing labour. 

315. (kindled by their own handiwork). 

316. (of others). 

317. (in the life of this world). 

318. i.e, the pagans. 

319. (as evidence of Great Design and Mercy on His part). 

320. Of allthe domestic animals the utility of the camel is perhaps the 
greatest. Of economic importance to the cultivator and of considerable use to the 
Defence Department in war time, in general, it is of incalculable value to the Arab 
countries, parts of Africa, and parts of India (i. e., the Punjab, Sind, Baluchistan 
and the Rajputana states). In desert warfare camels are more serviceable than any 
mechanized unit. ‘Of animals the most characteristic of Arabia is undoubtedly the 
camel, the ability of which to go without water twenty-five days in winter and five 
days in summer, working hard all the time, renders it of unique service in the 
desert.’ (DB. I. p. 133) ‘In the ancient literature of Arabia, just as in practical life, 
the camel has a pre-eminent position....There is not a single poet of the desert but 
sings the praises of his camel, and....compares his mistress to it, often carrying the 
analogy to minute details. Snouck Hurgronje recalls the cry of women lamenting 
a dear husband : “O my son, my eye, my camel,” interpreting it in the sense of 
“O thou who wast my help in supporting life's burden." (ERE. IH. p. 173). ‘It will 
carry a load of 500 to 1000 ]b. 25 miles a day for three days without drinking.’ 
(EBr. IV. p. 657) ‘That the camel has been associated, as a characteristic domestic 
animal; with the Arabs in general and the nomad Bedouins in particular, is not a 
fortuitous circumstance. Neither the horse nor the cow, nor any other animal that 
is known to be associated with the life of other pastoral peoples, could take its 
place in the arid steppes and deserts of Arabia. ....This animal alone is adapted, by 
virtue of its peculiar qualities to the geographical conditions of Arabia....No animal 
puts its owner to less expense and trouble for its keep....The value of the camel for 
the Arabs in general and the nomads in particular, cannot be overestimated ; and 
it is far from easy to enumerate and exhaust all the possible ways in which it is 
made use of.’ (Inayatullah,, op. cit., pp. 57, 58, 60). ‘The camel is certainly from 
the nomad's point of view the most useful. Without it the desert could not be con- 
ceived of as a habitable place. The camelis the nomads nourisher, his vehicle of 
transportation and medium of exchange....It is the Bedouin's constant companion, 
his alter ego, his foster parent....To him the camel is more than “the ship of the 
desert" ....The part which the camel has played in the economy of Arabian life is 
indicated by the fact that the Arabic language is said to include some one thousand 
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names for the camel in its numerous breeds and stages of growth.’ (Hitti, op. cit, 
pp. 21-22). In the hard desert and waterless countries the camel is perhaps the 
greatest friend of man. Nor has it lost its importance even in the, modern 
mechanical warfare. Observe the following encomiums lavished upon it byra 
military writer in the year 1943 :— 

‘One ofthe oldest forms of transport known to man—the camel—is 
playing its part side by side with tanks and high-speed modern 
trucks in the Allied drive for victory. 

The camels mostly come from the Punjab. Hundreds of zilladars from 
there are bringing along their camels to help India's war effort. 

Camel transport units are now a regular part of the RIASC. Zilladars 
are being encouraged to produce more camels and a Government 
breeding centre is proposed, 

Complaining, but never unwilling, camels can pull a 20-maund cart- 
load with ease, equivalent to the work of four draught mules, Fout 
camels can take a load equal to that of 20-cwt. lorry—and take 
it tó a lot of places no motor could go. 

For length of service the camel stands alone. Property cared for, its 
average life is 18 years. Few army mechanized vehicles last even 
half that time. The camel is not fussy about its food, and is far 

. less liable to injury than the horse, mule or even motor truck. 
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Surat-ul-Fajr 
The Dawn. LXXXIX 
(Makkan, 1 Section and 30 Verses) 


In the name of Allah, the Compassionate, the Merciful. 
SECTION 1 


1. ( zs ) By the dawn, 

2. (te JU, ) and by the ten nights??, 

3. (735 P ) and by the even??* and the odd'?*, 

4. (e... dis) and by night when it departs 

5. (z>... J) indeed in them is an oath??? for man of sense. 

6. (5&...4!) Did thou??? not see how thy Lord dealt with the 
"Agi, 

7. (X... eat) and the people of many-columned lram???, 

8. (ou... ll) the like of which*** was not built in the cities, 

9. (396 ...54;) and with Thamiid who hewed out rocks in the 
vale**5 ? 


10. (Wi... 0,5») And with Firawn, owner of the stakes!e —— 

11. X... all) who a// waxed exorbitant in the cities ; 

12. (QUAM, 1,45 8) so they multiplied corruption therein, 

13. (Me... 44) So thy Lord inflicted on them the scourage of His 
chastisement. 

14. (ale AU... 0) Verily thy Lord is in an ambuscade”. 

15. (5.51... 4b) As for man** —— when his Lord tries him*** and 
honours him, and is bountiful to him, he says**? : my Lord has honoured me?*!, 


327. i, e., the first ten dates of Zul-Hijja, or the month of Pilgrimage, a 
period of peculiar sanctity. 
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328. (date) i. e., the 10th of Zul-Hijja, the day of the sacrifice. 

329. (date) i. e., the 9th Zul-Hijja, the day of staying at ‘Arafat. 

330. (sufficiently strong). 

331. (O Prophet !). 

332. ‘The ancient poets knew ‘Ad as an ancient nation that had perished,. 
hence the expression, ‘since the time of *Ad." Their kings are mentioned in the 
Diwan of the Hudhailites and their prudence in that of Nabigha’ EI I. p. 121), 

333. Beal! old eis, literally, Iram possessing lofty structures supported by 
columns. The reference is to the Earthly Paradise built by Shaddad, son of ‘Ad, 
and one of the greatest kings of his dynasty. 

334. (in firmness and dimensions). 

335. (with houses). 

336. The epithet, in Arabic idiom, is expressive of power, arrogance and ob- 
stinacy. The stakes may also refer to those to which the tyrant bound his victims, 

337.. Whence He watched the doings of the wicked. 

338. i. e, the ungrateful man. 

339, (by prosperity). 

340. (in pride and exultation). 

341. (and this prosperity is my due). 
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16. (gibt... Ul) And when his Lord tries him?*** and stints unto him 
his provision, he says3** : my Lord has despised me?**. 

17. (gi... 98) No indeed**! But you do not honcur the orphans, 

18. (gS)... Ys) nor urge upon each other the feeding of the poor. 

19. (U... óU) and you devour the inheritance**” greedily?t$, 

20. (ke... 0,4) and you love riches with exceeding love. 

21. (*5...»$) No indeed'*? | When the earth is ground with exceed- 
ing grinding?**", 

22. (us... 25 and comes thy Lord?*! and the angels, rank on rank, 

23. (5$31....4&;) and Hell that Day is brought near. Man on that 
Day shall remember, but how can remembrance avai/ him then? 

24. (gl... Ja) Man will say*$*: would that | had sent before? for 


this life of minet. 
25. (#!... 4% 3) So on that Day none shall torment any like His 


torment?5, 
26. (a)... Ys) nor shall bind any like His bond?*t, 


27. (abi... WU) O thou peaceful?" soul I 
28. (ts... ro!) Return unto thy Lord, well-pleased* and well- 


pleasing?9?. 
29. (see... J&»v) Enter thou among My righteous bondmen?te, 


30. (5% Jes!,) and enter thou My Garden**. 


342. (by adversity). 

343. (by way of complaint). 

344, (while I ought to have been honoured), 

345. (it is a true test of merit). Worldly prosperity or adversity is not a 
certain mark either of favour or disfavour of God, 

346. (and are heartless concerning his rights, O pagans !). 


347. (ofthe weak). 
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348. (by not allowing women or young children to have any share in the 
inheritence of their husbands or parents). 

349. (shall ye escape the doom). 

350. (at the blast of the Trumpet). ‘The ua» is used with its verb for the 
sake of 4$ V (strengthening) or "d (magnifying) i. e., to add greater force to the 
verb. ‘For still greater emphasis the masdar may be repeated.” (WGAL. II. pp. 55-56). 

351. i. e., shall manifest Himself in some special manner. 

352. (in despair and anguish). 

353. (good works). 

354. Which is the only real and everlasting life. i is not only ‘life’ but 
‘everlasting life in the world to come.’ And so the phrase may mean, ʻO, would 
that I had prepared, or laid up in store, for my everlasting state of existence.’ (LL). 

355. i. e., none shall be able to chastise the wicked as He shall chastise. 

356, i. e., none shall be able to bind the wicked as He shall bind. 

357, i. e. in complete satisfaction ;free from all pain and sorrow. The 
address is to the man who in his life-time made his peace with the Creator by means 
of his faith and good work. 

358. (with Him). 

359, (to Him). 

360. (and devotees). The saintly soul will find himselfin the company of 
other excellent souls, thus making his life still more pleasant, and not lonely or 
isolated. 

361, Notice the significance of ‘My.’ It is God's own Paradise——-the 
highest stage of bliss. 
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Surat-ul-Balad 


The City". XC 
(Makkan, 1 Section and 20 Verses) 
[n the name of Allah, the Compassionate, the Merciful. 
SECTION 1 

1. (3)... Y) | swear by this city?*3, 

2. (43... eis) and thou shalt be allowed?! in this city —— 

3. (dy... 4122) and by the begetter*'5 and what he begat***, 

4. (45... a) assuredly We have created man in toil?*7. 

5, (al... —-x!) Does he** think that none can overcome him. 

6. (iad... Ja) He says: | have squandered abundant riches?*?. 

7. (#1... +<!) Does he suppose that no one has seen him??? 

8. (oe... 41) Have We not made for him two eyes?! ? 

9. (oats Vid) and a tongue? and two lips*’s, 

10 (aJ ues) and shown to him?" the two highways?'5 ? 

11. Gad...) Yet he does not attempt the steep!"*, 

12. (iaJ... 65) And what shall make thee understand what the steep 

is ? 

13. (ài, 4 ) /t is freeing the neck?! —— 

14. (ï... 5!) or, feeding in a day of privation, 
15. (4%... 3) an orphan of kin, 
16. (4 f+ 13 EK 9) or a poor man, cleaving to the dust. 
17. (HAL... ¢) Then he became one of those who believed and 

enjoined on each other steadfastness and enjoined on each cther compassion. 

18. (x ...-43J) These are the fellows of the right-hand. 
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19. (ai... sls) And those who disbelieved in Our signs —— they 
are the fellows of the left-hand. 


20. (4255... c) Over them shall be the Fire closing round. 


362. Muir quotes this Surah, *in which are set forth the two paths of virtue 
and vice, and the difficulties of the straight way’ as illustrating the Prophet's ‘honest 
striving after Truth.' (op. cit., p. 41). 

363. (of Makka). 4, is any city or territory, but 4) (with the definite article) 
is a name applied to the sacred territory of Makka. 

364. (free-hand ; full control; O Prophet!) In this sense the words are 
spoken of prophetically, conveying a promise of that absolute power which the Pro- 
phet ultimately attained on the taking of Makka. 

365. i. e., the first progenitor of human race— —Adam. 

366. i. e. entire human race 

367, Even his control over the forces of nature, unless accompanied by a 
parallel growth of control over himself, leads eventually to his own undoing. 
Human life, says a distinguished modern biologist, *is unthinkable without tragedies, 
without the tragic element. The more highly developed and the nearer to perfection 
man is, the greater are the possibilities for tragic conflicts....Most fearful are the 
tragedies which are deeply rooted in man's own nature. These are far more hopeless 
because up to the present time it has been extremely difficult to eliminate them.’ 

(Nemilov, Biological Tragedy of Woman, pp. 13-15), 

368. i.e., the ungrateful man. 

369. (in ostentation and vanity, and to oppose the true faith). The allu- 
sion is to certain antagonists of Islam in the Prophet's time. 

370. (and that God is oblivious of his doings). 

371, (enabling him to sed). 

372. (enabling him to taste and to speak). 

373. (enabling him to speak). 

374. (both by reason and Revelation.). 

375. (of good and evil, virtue and vice). 

376. i. e., the difficult path of duty. 

377. (of a slave from his slavery) i, e , literally he loosed the neck, 
means,he emancipated [the slave]. (LL). ‘This passage seems to tell forcibly against 
those Muslims who pursue the slave-trade. This disposition to free the slave is here 
said to be a sign of man's being a true believer. Muhammad himself practised the 
precept here enunciated.' (Rev. E. M. Wherry). 
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Surat-ush-Shams 


The Sun, XCI 
(Makkan, 1 Section and 15 Verses) 
In the name of Allah, the Compassionate, the Mercifül. 
SECTION 1 


(tes tll) By the sun and its morning brightness, 
(45... als) and by the moon when it follows it, 
(Me. . ji) by the day when it glorifies the sun*'*. 
(te... lo) by the night when it enveleps the sun 
(Vs... la). by the sky and Him Who built it, 
(yb... Y) by the earth and Him Who stretched it forth, 
(We... äs) by the soul and Him Who proportioned it***, 
(wx... wv) and?! inspired itè? with its impurity?** and purity?***, 
(Ws ... 4) surely blissful is he who has cleansed his souf?'5, 

10. (W>... 84) and miserable is he who has buried it%**, 

11. (bal... c) The Thamüd belied**? in** their exorbitance, 

12. (uil tajil) when the greatest wretch of them rose up?*?, 

13. (a... dls) Then the messenger of Allah??? said to them: beware 
of the she-camel of Allah?! and her drink. 

14. (B3... #43) Then they belied him and hamstrung her; then 
their Lord overwhelmed them for their crime, and made it? common!*?, 


15. (ua... ¥,) And He feared not the consequences thereof?**, 


oouoonbrsgogmza 


378. i. e., when she appears in the sky after the sun has set, 
379. i. e., when it shows forth the sun's splendour to its full. 
380. i. e., made it to be adapted to its exigencies. 
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381. (asthe Author of His Universal scheme). 

382. i. e., the human soul. 

383. Which comes through the devil, and is developed to a responsible 
human act by man's own free-will. 

384. Which comes through angels, and is developed to a responsible human 
act by man's own free-will. 

385. (by good works, in exercise of his free-will). 

386. (under evil works, in the exercise of his free-will).. All this clearly re- 
pudiates, on the one hand, the Pauline doctrine of an original, hereditary sin, and, 
on the other, the Hindu and Buddhist determinism known as Karma. Sin is noth- 
ing more, nothing less, and nothing else than a man's wrong use of his free-will, 
just as merit is its right use. 

387. (their Prophet). 

388. i. e, by reason of ; impelled by. 

389. (with his accomplices to slay the she-camel). See P. VIII. n. 542-57. 

390. i. e., the prophet Salih (peace be on him J), 

391. i. e, miraculously given by Him to His prophet. 

392. i. e., the punishment. 

393. (unto all) i. e., He made the punishment common or universal, as they 
had all shared in the crime. 

394, Islam knows no such thing as the ‘repentance’ of God and His ‘grief’ 
over His own actions, as portrayed by the Bible ;—‘And it repented the Lord that 
he had made men on the earth, and it grieved him at his heart.’ (Ge. 6 :6). 


www.besturdubooks.wordpress.com 


XCII. Sürat-ul-Lail 517 


EAD OG oca eset "m Sad 
p DON Vae BEG Jag Gols $6279 PSR Sco; 
oU EAN Sere VME Sh a 55 1S ls 02s east GS Gest 
LES ISON CIEE ?9 GS GEE 16 EE 
6 az as 335 A nmm WEIS 6 SHI 


^^ ty 


bez c 


Sarat-ul-Lail 


The Night. XCII 
(Makkan, 1 Section and 21 Verses) 
In the name of Allah, the Compassionate, the Merciful. 


SECTION 1 
1. (gt... Io) By the night when it envelops?s, 
2. (gj. . alells) by the day when it appears in glory, 
3. (uy... 44) by Him who has created the male and the female, 
4. (ju)... ol) verily your endeavours are diverse?*5, 
5. (als... Wb) Then as for him who gives?” and fears Him, 
6. (get 34»,) and testifies to the Good?'*, 
7. (ds pl suu) to him We shall indeed make easy the path to ease. 
8. (dais... Wl) And as for him who stints??? and is unheeding*9", 
9. (jt OS ,) and who belies the Good, 


10. (is nal ti) to him we shall indeed make easy the path to 
hardship*%, 

11. (Ss...) and when he perishes his substance will not avail 
him?1e?, 

12. (Saf... ol) Verily on Us is the guidance*s. 

13. (49... ols) And verily Ours! is both the Hereafter and the 
present fife*®. 

14. (Bb... eux) Wherefore | have warned you of a flaming Fire. 

15. (A... Y) None shall roast therein except the most wretched**, 

16. (Uys... sd!) who denies and turns away. 

17. (501 e ,) And the pious shall avoid it altogether, 
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18. (if... will) he who spends his substance“? that he may be 


cleansed*$, 
19. 


(34... 4s) and who has no favour from any one to pay back, 


20. (gei... Y) but only seeks the goodwill of his Lord the Most 


High. 
21. (i2, 3.) And soon he shall be well-pleased'!?. 
395, (all things with darkness). 
396. (O mankind !) i.e., your aims in life are directed toward diverse ends. 
397. (in the way of God). 
398. i, e., the true faith. 
399. (in the way of God). 
400. (of His ordinances, considering himself self-sufficient). 
401. ‘We will smooth his way to punishment and a difficult case. (LL). 
402. (and falls headlong into Hell). 
403, (and We have already clearly shown the Way). 
404. i. e., in Our hands. 
405, (So We shall requite everyone according to his deserts), 
406. i e., the deliberate rejectors of the truth. 
407. (in the way of God). 
408. (ofhis sins thereby). 
409. i. e, the giving of his wealth is absolutely in the way of God, not in 


return for some past favour from someone or in expectation of some future reward. 


410. 


i. e. amply satisfied with the reward he will get in the Hereafter. 
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Surat-udh-Dhuha 


The Morning Brightness. XCIII 


(Makkan, 1 Section and 11 Verses) 
In the name of Allah, the Compassionate, the Merciful. 
SECTION 1 
1. (galls ) By the morning brightness*tt, 
2. (deme... dls) by the night, when it darkens'??. 
3. (Hi... U) Thy Lord has not forsaken thee‘!’, nor is He dis- 


pleased*!*. 
4. (3M... $ ANa) And the Hereafter is indeed better unto thee 


than the present //fe*!5. 

5. (i259...) And soont! shall thy Lord give unto thee!" so 
that thou shalt be well-pleased*t*. 

6. ({36... 41) Did He not find thee an orphan'!* ?so He sheltered 


thee'??, 
7. (44)... Suess) And He found thee**!. wandering*?*, so He guided 


thee*’s. : . 
(338... 33) And He found thee destitute, so He enriched thee. 


9. (e... ub) Wherefore*?* as to the orphan, be not thou overbearing 


unto him. 
10. (45... lls) and as to the beggar, chide him not; 


11. (oa...) and as to the favours of thy Lord, discourse thou 
thereof*?>. 


411. The word properly signifies the bright part of the day, when the sun 
shines full out, some three or four hours after it has arisen. 


412. Or ‘becometh still.’ 
413. (O Prophet !). The implication is that God never forsakes His devoted 


servants, much less His true prophets. And thus the verse contradicts the reported 
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cry of agony of Jesus. ‘My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken me.’ (Mk. 

15:34; Mt. 27: 46), 

414, (with thee, ever in this world). In the beginning of the ministry there 
was a period during which the holy Prophet received no Revelation, and the pagans 
began to mock him as one forsaken by his God. 

415. So then thou shalt be raised to still greater ranks, 

416. i. e., in the Hereafter, as also in this world. 

417.. (rich and abundant reward). 

418. <Illumined by the divine light, endowed with an inflexible will-power 
and an ardent spirit, tempered by compassion, charity and tenderness, he undertook 
the difficult mission and the stupendous struggle connected with it, and he did not 
rest until he had attained what he wanted: until Arabia professed his Faith.’ 
(Daumer, quoted in Zaki Ali's Islam in the World, pp. 12-13), 

419. Orphan's condition was specially deplorable in pagan Arabia. 

420. (thee providentially out of His solicitude for thee). 

421. (inthy pre-prophetic life) 

422. (in the way of God, born as thou wast in the midst of worst idolatry) 
i. e., struggling to find thy way ; in search of the true light, That the character of 
the Prophet was even in his youth exemplary and exceptional in the most tempting 
environment of Makka is borne out by hostile biographers. ‘It is quite in keeping 
with the character of Mohammed that he should have shrunk from the coarse and 
licentious practices of his youthful friends. Endowed with a refined mind and deli- 
cate taste, reserved and meditative, he lived much within himself, and the ponderings 
of his heart no doubt supplied occupation for leisure hours spent by others of a lower 
stamp in rude sports and profligacy. The fair character and honourable bearing 
of the unobtrusive youth won the approbation of his fellow-citizens ; and he received 
the title, by common consent, of Al-Amin. the faithful! (Muir, op. cit., pp. 19-20). 

423. (thee to the very source of Light, by making thyself the recipient of 
Revelation), See also P. XIX. n, 144, 

424, (to express thy gratitude in action and deed). 

425. Compare a remarkable tribute paid to the spiritual genius and cons- 
tructive greatness of the holy Prophet paid by an unfriendly Christian :—*Muham- 
mad's career is a wonderful instance of the force and life that resides in him who 
possesses an intense Faith in God and the unseen world...he will always be regarded 
as one of those who have had that influence over the faith, morals, and whole earthly 
life of their fellow-men, which none but a really great man ever did, or can exercise, 
and as one of those whose efforts to propagate a great verity will prosper.’ 
(Rodwell, ‘The Koran,’ Preface, pp. 14-15). 
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says Draper, who *of all men, has exercised the greatest influence upon the human 
race,’ (Intellectual Development of Europe, Y. p. 329). The verdict is endorsed in one 
of the recent editions of the Encyclopaedia Britannica which refers to him as *that most 
successful of all prophets and religious personalities.” (EBr. XV. p. 898 11th Ed.) 
In the words of yet another Christian : ‘Compare Mohammed with the long roll 
of men whom the world by common consent has called ‘Great’’....Take him all in 
all, what he was and what he did, and what those inspired by him have done, he 
seems to me to stand alone, above and beyond them all.’ (Bosworth Smith, op. cit. 
pp. 339-340). And to come to an estimate still later :—‘Within a brief span of 
mortal life Muhammad called forth out of unpromising material a nation never 
united before, in a country that was hitherto but a geographical expression ; estab- 
lished a religion which in vast areas superseded Christianity and Judaism and still 
claims the adherence of a goodly portion of the human race ; and laid the basis of 
an empire that was soon to embrace within its far-flung boundaries the fairest pro- 
vinces of the then civilized world.’ (Hitti, op. cit., pp. 121-122). See also P. IV. 
n, 212; P. XXVI. nn. 107, 333; n. 425 above and n. 580 below, 

430. The passage revealed at the moment of the greatest difficulties in the 
life of the holy Prophet, when he was derided and shunned ‘must have struck 
the disbelievers as ridiculous. It...‘speaks of future events as accomplished, as is 

: usual in the Koran, the revelation coming from a plane where time is not. Verse 
4. speaking of his fame as exalted, must have seemed particularly absurd at that 
time of humiliation and persecution. But to-day, from every mosque in the world, 
the Prophet's name is cried, as that of the messenger of God, five times a day and 
every Muslim prays for blessings on him when his name is mentioned.' (Pickthall). 
See also nn. 580, 581. 

431. (ofthe preaching). 

432. (from the performance of thy own devotions and prayers) 

433. (heart and soul). 
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Surat-ut-Tin 
The Fig. XCV 
(Makkan, 1 Section and 8 Verses) 


In the name of Allah, the Compassionate, the Merciful. 
SECTION 1 


1. (AJI cl») By the fig***, by the olive***, 

2. ( oc» ys) by the Mount Sinait, 

3. foi... laa) by this secure city**?, 

4. (39... sa) assuredly We have created man in the goodliest 
mould**5, 


5. (o... £) Thereafter We'!* revert him to the lowest of the 
low!!! 

6. (Oy... Yl) save those who believe and work righteous deeds‘. 
Theirs shall be wage unending. 

7. (gah... 4) What will? make thee‘ deny the Requital ? 

8. (om6. . d) Is not Allah the Greatest of the rulers ? 


434 o and oj 3 ate two of the most useful fruit-trees, Fig is the most 
approved of fruits and the most nutritious, and the least flatulent ; drawing, 
dissolvent, having the property of opening obstructions of the liver and spleen, and 
laxative ;....it is a pleasant fruit, having nothing redundant, and a nice food, quick of 
digestion, and a very useful medicine, for it has a laxative property, dissolves phlegm, 
purifies the kidneys, removes sand of the bladder, opens obstructions of the liver 
and spleen, and fattens the body.’ (LL). 

435. For olive see P. XVIII. nn. 25, 26. 

436. ‘Sinai is the usual name for the mountain....where Moses received the 
divine commands, Sinai is, therefore, the mountain of the giving of the law.' (EBi. c, 
4629). See P. I. n. 284, 
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437. (of Makka, the sanctity of which was respected even in the pagan days). 
See P. I, nn. 563, 566, 573. 

438, i. e., man as the comteliest specimen of God's handiwork is borr pure 
and individually perfect, with no chains of reincarnations to stagger through and 
certainly with no stigma of original sin. 

439. (as he makes wrong use of his opportunities and misuses his free-will). 

440. (as the Ultimate cause and Author of the Universal Scheme). 

441. Or ‘the vilest of the vile, The sinners destroy their original perfection 
by their own hands. 

442. The original, innate, purity can be retained by realizing God's unity 
and submitting to His laws. 

443. i. e., after clear exposition of God's potency and providence. 

444. (O ungrateful man !). 

445. (powerful enough to raise the dead). {Lt is not only ‘a judge’ but 
also ‘a ruler.’ 
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Sürat-ul-Alaq 


The Clot“ XCVI 
(Makkan, 1 Section and 19 Verses) 
In the name of Allah, the Compassionate, the Merciful. 
SECTION 1 


1. (de... Lit) Recite thou in the name of thy Lord Who has created 
everything" —— 
2. (3... J+) has created man from a clot! 
3 (cn ... 13) Recite thou***, and thy Lord is the Most Bountiful, 
4. (gat ... di) Who has taught man by the pen —— 
5. (ge... e) has taught man what he knew not. 
6. (dh...) No indeed: Verily man“? exorbitates,'*^, 
7. (gael... ol) as hei! considers himself self-sufficient. 
8. (deji... ot) Truly te thy Lord is the return'??, 
9. (i...) Hast thou** considered him who forbids, 
10. (tbe... luc) a bondman of Ours when he prays'** 
11. d 4. . e»,)!) Hast thou considered**, if he*®* is himself guided, 
12. (gal E st) or, he commands piety!*? ? 
13. (35s... es!) Hast thou considered, if he*** denies and turns 
away*® ? 
14. (tz... ð) Does he not know that Allah sees‘! ? 
15. (i al. . 5) No indeed: If he desists nott, We shall seize and 
deal him by the forelock:ti—— 
16. (l... it) a forelock, lying*!, sinning. 
17. (424 ¢ X5) Well, then, let him call his assembly***. 
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18. (4 VJ gain’) We a/so shall call the infernal guards***. 
19. (o3... X No indeed! Do not obey thou him**’. Continue to 
adore***, and continue to draw near**?. 


446. The first five verses of this chapter are the first revelation of the Quran, 
which took place in the month of Ramadhan 13 B. H.—— probably during the last 
ten nights of it—— corresponding to July or August 610 C. E. 

447. (everything, O Prophet !) 

448. (although thou art not learned in reading actual scripts, O Prophet !) 
*The primary duty of a Prophet, in contrast with that of any other spiritual leader 
is not to produce images and ideas born in his own mind ; it consists only in the 
reading out of the unseen book of Divine Truth and the reproducing of its meaning 
to mankind without additions or subtractions. In the word «Read !" which opened 
the first revelation to Muhammad his call to Perfect Prophethood is already fully 
expressed. The law of God, the Eternal Truth behind the perceptible things, was 
laid bare before him, waiting to be understood by him in its innermost meaning.’ 
(ASB. I. p. 19). 

449. i. e., the ungrateful man. 

450. (and trespasses his bounds). 

451. (in plenty and riches). 

452, (of one and all). 

453. (O reader 1). 

454, Itisrelated that once Abu Jahl arrogantly threatened the Prophet that 
if he found him in the act of adoration, he would set his foot on his neck. But when 
the Prophet was next in that posture, and Abu Jahl cameto him, he suddenly 
turned back as in a fright, and said that he actually saw a ditch of fire between him- 
self and the Prophet with terrible troops to defend him. 

455. (O reader !). 

456. i. e,Ourbo, man. 

457. (to others, as an apostle). 

458. (O reader !). 

459. i. e. the other fellow ; the pagan hinderer. 

460, (from the obvious truth). 

461. (his exorbitance and his misdeeds). 

462. (from his acts of arrogant infidelity). 


463. The phrase is expressive of the lowest depths of huthilíation, 
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464. ‘aiot in the Quran signifies le is il) By a forelock whose 
owner is a liar.” (LL). 

465. (to his assistance). The allusion is to the principal Makkans, the far 
greater part of whom were the adherents of Abu Jahl. 

466. (to cast him into Hell), 3j! signifies ‘certain angels, the tormentors 

. of the damned in Hell, so called because of their thrusting the people of the fire 

thereto.’ (LL). 

467. (in the future, as thou hast not obeyed in the past). 

468. (God, and to prostrate thyself). 

469. (unto Him). True and devoted humility is the straight road to 
Godliness, 
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Surat-ul-Bayyinah 
The Evidence. XCVIII 


(Madinian, 1 Section and 8 Verses) 
In the name of Allah, the Compassionate, the Merciful. 
SECTION 1 

1. (x...) Those who have disbelieved*’® from among the people 
of the Book and the associaters, could not break off!"; until there came unto 
them evidence” —— 

2. (3g. Jyo) a messenger from Allah rehearsing*'* Writs cleansed'"?, 

3. (43...) wherein there are eternal'** discourses**. 

4. (id... bs) And those who are vouchsafed the Book**? differed 
not‘: save after there had come unto them the evidence***, 

B. (ial... bs) And they were commanded not'** but that they should 
worship Allah keeping religion pure for Him, as upright men***, and that they 
should establish the prayer and pay the poor-rate. That is the right religion*?". 

6. (941... ol) Verily those who disbelieved from among the people of 
the Book and the associaters sha// be cast unto Hell-fire as abiders therein. 
These are the worst of creatures. 

7. (a1... 0) Verily those who believe and work righteous works 
— — these ! they are the best of creatures. 

8. (à... Ail) Their recompense with their Lord shall be Gardens 
Everlásting with running waters, as abiders therein for ever. Well-pleased will be 
Allah with them and well-pleased will be they with Allaht$$. That'$? is for him 


who fears his Lord**?; . 
pM ne I om nee PY Yin eee SE 


415. (in pre-Islamic period), 
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476. (from their course of infidelity). 

477. i. e., the Holy Quran, or the Holy Prophet. 

478. (unto them). 

479. from all corruption and falsehood. 

480. As oppossed to crooked and transitory. 

481. (and ordinances). 

482. (and whose reponsibility on that account was all the greater). 
483. (among themselves, and separated from the religion). 


484. i.e, when the promised Apostle was sent, and the truth became manie 
fest to them, they denied the clearest evidence, differing from one another in their 
opinions, some believing and others denying. 

485. (in their own scriptures). 

486. „u= may well be translated by ‘unitarians,’ W.- is not one who 
turns away from right religion but one fleeing from paganism, See P. I. n. 618; 
UL n 523; IV. n. 16. 

487. ʻA creed so precise, so stripped of all theological complexities and con- 
sequently so accessible to the ordinary understanding, might be expected to possess 
and does indeed possess a marvellous power of winning its way into the conscience 
of men.’ (Edward Montet, quoted in Arnold's Preaching of Islam, p. 414). 

488. As we spiritually advance and grow in our knowledge and love of Him, 
it becomes almost impossible for us to experience delight in anything except that 
which is pleasing to Him. 

489. i: e., the reward mentioned. 

490. (as the fear of God is the basis of all true piety and religion). 
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Sūrat-uz-Zilzāl 
The Quaking. XCIX - 


(Madinian, 1 Section and 8 Verses) 
In the name of Allah, the Compassionate, the Merciful. 
SECTION 1 
(Q5... 13) When the earth is shaken by her full shaking‘, 
(Wu... ee zl) and the earth shakes off her burdens‘, 


1 
2 
3. (Wu... dbs) and man says*? : what ails her, 
4 


(tel... Sy) on that Day will she relate what had happened to 
it^, 


5. (W... 4) since thy Lord will inspire itt. 
(pte! . 52 7) On that Day will mankind proceed*** in bands**", 
that they my be shown their works. 

7. Gate ... oS) Then whosoever has worked good of an atom's 
weight shall see it*?5, 


8. buta . .. v2) And whosoever has worked ill of an atom's weight 
shall see itt’. 


o 


491. (at the second blast of the Trumpet). 

492. Such as dead bodies. 

493. (in consternation). 

494. i. e., she will declare all the events that ever took place on her. 

495. Subject to the will of her Lord as she is, she will be enabled by Him 
to speak and to give evidence of the actions of her inhabitants, 

496. (from the place of reckoning). 

497. i.e., divided as inmates of Hell and Paradise. 

498. 499. (in its minutest details). 
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Sürat-ul- Ádiyàt 


The Chargers. C 
(Makkan, 1 Section and 11 Verses) 
in the name of Allah, the Compassionate, the Merciful. 
SECTION 4 


1. (tee all ) By the chargers panting®™, 

2. (3,48) and the striking sparks of fire by dashing their hoofs5?t, 
3. bo c! all) and raiding’” at dawn, 

4. mH m ) and therein?*? raising dust, 

5. am 4 ja? ) and cleaving thereinë® their way unio the host, 

6. (ə&. .&) verily man is ungrateful to his Lord. 

7. (ae... g2) And to that he is a witness?', 

8. (aati... . gl) And he is vehement in the love of wealth. 

9, (5-31...) Does he not know —--- when what is in the graves??? 


shall be ransacked ? 
10. (55241... jars) end what is in the breasts?" shall be brought to: 
light ? 


11. aod... oly Verily their Lord that Day shail be well-apprised of 
them? 


500. (against the stones). 


501. i e. horses making a hostile incursion. The spirit and swiftness of 
the Arab horse are *proverbial. The Arab horse is an almost exclusively war animal, 
and an Arab is prepared to take endless trouble on its account, because it serves 
him as a weapon of war, (Inayatullah, op. cit, p. 67), An Arab could take better 
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care of it than even of his own children. ‘He milks first for his mare and would 
pour out the last drop from the. water-bag for the pampered animal, while the 
children are crying for water. (p. 66). ‘Renowned for. its physical beauty, endu- 
rance, intelligence and a touching devotion to its master, the Arabian thorough- 
bred is the exemplar from which all Western ideas about the good-breeding of 
horseflesh have been derived...In Arabia...its possession is a presumption of wealth, 
Its chief value lies in providing the speed necessary for the success of Bedouin raids, 
It is also used for sports : in tournament-coursing and hunting.’ (Hitti, op. cit., p. 21) 
Arab horses *are accustomed only to walk and to gallop :...no sooner do they feel 
the touch of the hand on the stirrup than they dart away with swiftness of the wind. 
(GRE. V. p. 315). There have also been even outside Arabia, several war horses 
famous in history, For example, the charger of Alexander ; the stallion of Napo- 
leon ; and the favourite of Caligula. See also P, X. n. 93. 

502, (theenemy camp). This picture ‘ofa cavalry charge in a morning 
fray is as spirited as any in the Arabic literature, (Inayatullah, op. cit", p. 68). 
‘The gusto and pride, with which the.Arab warrior poet describes the fine points of 
his valued mare and the martial exploits performed on its back, are well known to 
all readers of Arabic poetry’ (ib). ‘Itis much easier to make or repel an attack on 
horseback than when mounted on a camel, The power and prestige a tribe enjoys 
is proportionate to the number of horses it can bring into the field.’ (pp. 67, 68). 

503, 504. i, e.. in that early hour. ‘The Arabs generally chose the early 
morning to fall upon the enemy tribe,’ (Bell). 

505. Cf., the portrayal of the war-horse in the Bible :—'Hast thou given the 
horse strength ? Hast thou clothed his neck with thunder ? Canst thou make him 
afraid as a grasshopper ? the glory of his nostrils is terrible, He paweth in the 
valley, and rejoiceth in his strength ; he goeth on to meet the armed men... He 
swalloweth the ground with fierceness and rage. (Job. 39 : 19-24). 

506. (by his very deeds) Ingratitude on his part is conscious and 
deliberate. 

507. ie., the dead. 

508. i e., secrets closely guarded, 

509, (and shall requite accordingly). 
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Surat-ul-Qariah 


The Clatterer. CI 
(Makkan, 1 Section and 11 Verses) 
In the name of Allah, the Compassionate, the Merciful. 
SECTION 1 
( ilaJ). The clatterer ! 
2. (iU) What is the clatterer ? 
3. (iul m us) And what will make thee understand what the clatterer 


am 
. 


is 789°, i 
4. (esl... ex) A Day when mankind shall become as moths 
scattered!!, 
5. (yl... 4) And mountains shall become as wool carded?!?, 
6. (4... Ub) Then*? as for him whose balances are heavy?i*, 
7. (5... of) ‘he shall be in a life well-pleasing. 
8. (555... VM») And as for him whose balances are light?!5, 


9. (à aa% ) his abode shall be the Abyss. 
10. (aah... by) And what shall make thee understand what she is ? 
11. (ib) A Fire exceedingly hot. 


510. i. e., who is able to depict that terrible day unto thee, O Prophet ! 

511. (ina violent storm). The phrase conveys the idea of the confusion, 
distress and helplessness with which men will find themselves overwhelmed on the 
Judgment Day. 

512. (and driven by the wind). 

413. (after actions have been weighed). 

514. (with good works) i.e., whose good works weigh down the scales in his 
favour. 

S15. i.e. whose good works do not counterbalance his evil ones, and 
who is devoid of true belief and faith. Of course any creed that promises bliss as the 
reward for faith and good works must also threaten damnation as the penalty for 


infidelity and evil-doing. 
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Sūrat-ut-Takāthur 


The Emulous Desire. CII 
(Makkan, 1 Section and 8 Verses) 
In the name of Allah, the Compassionate, the Merciful. 
SECTION 1 


1. ( feel ud ) The emulous desire of abundance?!* engrosses you®’, 
2. (UI... aon) until you visit the graves?15, 

3. (5,15... 9f) Lol you shall soon*!? knowS?e, 

4. (0,4...) Again lol you shall soon"?! know. 

5. (om . LX) Lol would that you knew now? with sure Know- 


ledge ! 
6. ( e ba, ) Surely you shall behold the Scorch. 


7. (ona w+.) Then you shall behold with sure vision. 
8. (ett... e) Then on that Day, you shall be questioned*?? about the 
delights5*. 
———— ÉCHEC 


516. (in wealth, number, strength and position), / S3 ‘in the Quran signifies : 
The contending together for superiority in the amount or number of property and 
children and men.’ (LL). 

517. (and keeps you heedless of the Hereafter, having no time for things 
spiritual), The address may as well be to the nations as it is to individuals. 

518. i, e., until ye die. 

519. (on your death). 

520, (your folly). The inordinate passion for things temporal. 

521. (on your rising from your graves). 

522. (the consequences of your rejection O infidels n. 

523. (asto how you have acquitted yourselves). 

524. (and pleasures you indulged in while in the world, O mankind.!). 
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Sürat-ul- Asr 


Time. CIII 
(Makkan, 1 Section and 3 Verses) 
In the name of Allah, the Compassionate the Merciful. 
SECTION 1 
1. (45 ) By the time**, 
2. (z=... o) verily man®* is in joss. 
3. (44V... Y) But not those who believe and work righteous 
deeds"", and enjoin upon each other the truth*?* and enjoin upon each other 
steadfastnessV?. 


525. (through the ages, wherein man is the author of his undoing). „ac 
is *Any unlimited extent of time, during which people pass away and become 
extinct.” (LL). 

526. (who employs himself in acts of disobedience). 

527. i.e., those whose Intellect and Will both are attuned to perfect disci- 
pline. In the Aristotelian phraseology, moral choice is nothing but Will consequent 
on Deliberation. ‘The Reason must be true and the Will right, to constitute good 
Moral Choice, and what the Reason affirms the Will must pursue.’ (Aristotle's 
‘Ethics’), VI: 2. p. 163). 

258. i. e., the true doctrine. 

529. i. e., perseverance, and constancy in good works and righteousness. 
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Surat-ul-Humazah 


The Slanderer. CIV 
(Makkan, 1 Section and 9 Verses) 
In the name of Allah, the Compassionate, the Merciful. 
SECTION 1 

(3X... J3 ) Woe be to every slanderer*'?, traducer*!" 
(246... gill) who amasses wealth9*? and counts it***. 
(east... €) He thinks®* that his wealth shall abide for him***. 
(ised! .. 9$) Lo! he shall surely be cast into the Crushing Fire'?* 

5. (ih... 44) And what shall make thee understand what the 
Crushing Fire is ? 

6. (3) dl ) Fire of Allah. kindled", 

7. G... (il) which mounts up to the hearts". 

8. (ise... WX) Verify it shall close upon them, 


PWN > 


9. (ae... 3) in pillars stretched forth. 
a enSTnnS Sanne nT IUNINUISTIENIT eee 

530. ys is ‘One who defames men ;....or conjointly with ,,) , one who 
speaks evil of men, or backbites them and defames them, LL). A backbiter ; a 
scandal-monger. 

531. sj) is ‘One who blames, upbraids, reproaches, or finds faults with 
others, much, or habitually.” (LL). ‘One who habitually attacks the honour and 
character of others." 

532. (with excessive greed). 

533. (every now and then out of his love for money). 

534. (as is apparent by his conduct and behaviour). 


535. Or ‘his opulence will perpetuate him. 
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536. ik» is ‘A vehement fire that breaks in pieces everything that is cast 
into it. Hence «iJ! a name of Hell, or of Hell-fire, or as some say, the fourth stage 
of Hell! (LL). 


537. (by Him, and therefore shall not be extinguished by any). 
538. (ofthose who shall be cast therein). 
539. (as an enclosed vault above them). 
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Surat-ul-Fil 


The Elephant", CV 
(Makkan, 1 Section and 5 Verses) 
“In the name of Allah, the Compassionate, the Mercifu'. 
| SECTION 1 


1. (ji)... f; 1) Has thou not seen how thy Lord dealt with the 
‘fellows of the elephant9 ? 


2. (ji...) Did He not set their stratagem at naught"? ? 

3. (jM... gests) And He sent against them birds in flocks. 

4. (je... etrs) They hurled upon them clay stones. 

5. (JSU... es) Then He rendered them as stubble devoured''*. 


540. The chapter is remarkable for its allusion to an incident in the history 
of Makka, as an example of how God deals with those who oppose His will, About 
fifty days before the birth of the Prophet, Abraha the Abyssinian viceroy of Yemen, 
Christian by religion, proceeded against Makka, at the head of a large army, with 
the object of destroying the K‘aba. He had with him, one or more elephants, and 

- the invading army was deemed invincible. The Makkans in their despondency 
retired to the neighbouring hills, leaving the Lord of the K‘aba to protect it. Sud- 
denly a large flock of birds, like swallows, came flying from the sea-coast and pelted 
the invading army with stones. Panic-stricken they made a hasty retreat in dis- 
order and dismay, ànd there was an outbreak of smallpox in the camp. Scattered 
among the valleys, and forsaken by their guides, everyone of these perished, inclu- 
ding Abraha himself, and the Holy K*aba was miraculously saved from destruction, 
‘The incident is said to have taken place in the year of the birth of the Prophet 
(570 or 571), which year has been dubbed ‘am al-fil the year of the elephant, after 
theelephants, which accompanied Abraha on his northward march and which greatly 
impressed the Arabians of Al-Hijaz, where elephants had never been seen. The 
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Abyssinian army was destroyed by smallpox, “the small pebbles’ (sijjil) of the 
Qoran'. Hitti, op. cit., p 64). This Abraha had ‘built in San‘a, now the capital, one 
of the most magnificent cathedrals of the age’ called by the Arabian writers al-Qalis. 
The cathedral, of which little is left to-day but the site, was built from the ruins of 
ancient Ma'rib (Hitti, pp. 62-63). 

541. (by disappointing Abraha's magnificent and elaborate preparation in 
a manner totally unexpected and unforeseen, O Prophet !). ‘The passage is a glorified 
description of an epidemic of smallpox——also termed “small stones" in Arabic— 
which is historical. The Abyssinian army retreated and Abraha died at San:a of 
the foul disease, The news that the Ka‘ba had been protected by divine intervention 
must have spread far and wide, and greatly enhanced the sanctity of the shrine and 
the prestige of the Ka‘ba, 

542. (and failure). 


543, (by cattle). 
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The Quraish™. CVI 
(Makkan, 1 Section and 4 Verses) 
In the name of Allah, the Compassionate, the Merciful. 


SECTION 1 
1. (AS AY ) Forst? the protection of the Ouraish5**-4, 
2. (ia. . end) for certain protection in the journey*!* in the winter 


and the summer? 

3. (sA... lo andi) let them worship the Lord of this House®®, 

4. (3 >... sl) Who has fed themë! against hunger®®, and has 
rendered them secure from fear of being waylaid*91. 


544. The Quraish, among whom the Prophet was born, was a tribe held in 
great esteem as the g guardians of the K'aba by the Arabs. The tribe was a branch 
of the Northern Arabs, was of the purest stock, and formed the aristocracy of Hijaz. 

545. i. e., in gratitude of. 

545-A. Originally nomads, they had been settled in Makka for about two 
hundred years, wielded full authority and were even the de facto ruling tribe of the 
city. 

546. i e, their setting forth of the caravan of merchants, ‘Mecca is placed 
almost at an equal distance, a month's journey, between Yemen on the right, and 
Syria on the left hand. The former was the winter, the latter the summer, station: 
of her caravans ; and their seasonable arrival relieved the ships of India from the 
tedious and troublesome navigation of the Red Sea... The lucrative exchange diffused 
plenty and riches in the streets of Mecca ; and the noblest of her sons united the 
love of arms with the profession of merchandise. (GRE. VI. p. 202). The extent 
and degree of business actively carried by means of these caravans were truly 
astonishing. ‘Few caravans set forth in which the whole population, men: and- 
women, had nota financial interest'...On departure the caravans carried leather, 
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spices, precious essences, and metals, particularly silver from the Arabian mines.’ 
(Lammans, op. cit., p. 16). ‘On their return every one received a part of the profits 
proportionate to his stake and the number of shares subscribed. The dividend was 
never less than 50 per cent and often amounted even to a double.' (ib). 

547. (to Yemen and Syria respectively). *Makka owed its economic pros- 
perity to its geographical position and to its relations with the important trade route 
to India...From Babylonia, from the ports of the Persian Gulf as well as from the 
Yemen, flowed.the rich products of the Middle East and of India : from Syria those 
of the Mediterranian world. We see Makka opening negotiations withthe neigh- 
bouring states, obtaining safe-conduct, free passage for her caravans, and conclu- 
ding the equivalent of commercial treaties with Byzantium, Abyssinia, Persia and 
the Emirs of Yemen. (Lammans, op. cit., p. 13). 

548. i. e, K‘aba, ‘This temple, which Abraha al-Ashram had wished to 
destroy, had been throughout the ages the object of the greatest veneration ; it was 
looked on as a present made by Jehovah to the Arab race to bear witness to its 
condition privileged beyond all others, It was the oratory of Abraham and Ishmael, 
the house of Allah... The Sabians, the fire worshippers, sent their offerings to it; even 
the Jews showed a deep respect for this revered spot. The guardians of the temple, 
the Koreish clan, had a sort of religious authority which was willingly recognised 
by all.” (HHW. VIIL p.112) ‘Though in an inhospitable and barren valley with 
an inclement and unhealthy climate this sanctuary at Makka made Al-Hijaz the 
most important religious centre in North Arabia, (Hitti, op. cit., p. 101). 

549, — —dwellers of arid desert as they are—— 

550. (by means of the aforesaid caravans). 

551. (in the course of their journeyings, by making them respectable and 
esteemed in the eyes of others as guardians of the Holy House). The blessings of 
satiety and security, welcome everywhere, were particularly more so in a country 
$0 poor in natural resources as Arabia. 
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Surat-ul-Maan 

Common Necessaries. CVII 

'(Makkan, 1 Section and 7 Verses) 
In the name of Allah, the Compassionate, the Merciful. 

SECTION 1 

(as... cies!) Hast thou seen*? him who denies*® the Requital ? 
(e ... dis) Itis he who pushes away the orphan*'*, 
"a . 35) and®5§ does not*5* urge the feeding of the poor s?, 
( oda dun 3) So*5* woe be to such performers of prayers, 
(ople... gall) as are heedless of their prayerss5* —— 
(034... al) they who would be seen5*^; 
(ose! was) and who withhold*** even the common necessaries. 
from others*'?. 


552. (O Prophet }). 

553. (in word and deed). 

554. (in his hard-heartedness, and treats him with harshness, roughness, 
or violence). 

555. (far from himself feeding the hungry). 

556. (even upon others). 

557. i. e, who are, in short, altogether negligent of the rights of their 
fellow beings. 

558. Evil as it is the negligence of the rights of human beings, far worse is 
the negligence of the rights of the Creator. 

559. i. e, those who are not regularin their prayers; those who do not 
observe the proper conditions of prayer.. 

560. (of men, when they pray at all). |; 1, signifies: ‘He acted ostentatious- 
ly ; i.e., he did a deed in order that men might see it; or X, signifies making a 
show of what one doesto men, in order that they may see it and think well of 
it? (LL). 

561. (in extreme niggardliness). 

562. (to neighbours). 


NOOR WN > 


—— —  — Á  —— NNN 


www.besturdubooks.wordpress.com 


Part XXX. 


Surat-ul-Kauthar 


Abundance of Good. CVIII 


(Makkan, 1 Section and 3 Verses) 
In the name of Allah, the Compassionate, the Merciful. 
SECTION 1 
1. (M eX ae) Verily We have bestowed on thee**? Kauthar***, 
2. (3... 9) Sot pray thou to thy Lord®*, and sacrifice*t?, 
3. (AX... ol) Truly itis thy traducer**? who shall be childless5*?, 


563. (O Prophet !) 

564. Or ‘abundance of good. jj is literally ʻA large quantity, or num- 
ber. sès JU o. of property, or cattle.” And ;J!,as a proper name, signifies 
‘A certain river in paradise, from which flow all the other rivers thereof, pertaining 
specially to the Prophet.' (LL). 

565. i. e, in recognition of Our great favour to thee both in this world 
and the Next. 

566.. (with fervency and intense devotion). 

567. ie., slay the victims, as a counterpart to these acts of devotion. 

568. (taunting thee with the absense of a male issue). Some ofthe leading 
pagans rejoiced in the fact that the Prophet had no son, and therefore none, they 
argued, to uphold his religion after him. 

569 (and cut off from all future hope), Apart from the superstitious pagans, 
the Jews also have considered itas the greatest curse for a man to remain childless. 
‘Since the days of Abraham, to possess a child was always considered as the greatest 
blessing God could bestow ; and to be without children was regarded as the greatest. 
curse. The Rabbis regarded the childless man as dead; while the Cabalists in the 
Middle Ages thought of him who died without posterity as of one who had failed 
in his mission in this world.” (JE. IV. p. 27). 
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Surat-ul-Kafiran 


The Infidels. CIX 
(Makkan, 1 Section and 6 Verses) 
In the name of Allah, the Compassicnate, the Merciful 
SECTION 1 
1. (03 i ... di) Say thou®*®: Infidels?) ! 
2. (50545... Y) | worship not what you worship®”?, 
3. (asi... Ys) Nor are you" the worshippers of what ! worship, 
4. (E ... Ys) and I shall not’ bea worshipper of what you have 


worshipped. 
5. (asl bh... Ys) Nor will you be the worshipper of what ! worship575, 


6. (g>... p) Your requital shall be yours*'*, and my requital shall be 
mine’, 


570, (O Prophet !) 

571. Some of the leading pagans of Makka had proposed to the Prophet 
a compromise between Islam and the ancient faith such as they conceived it, whereby 
he would concede to their gods an honourable place. This chapter indignantly 
repudiates all such suggestions. And ‘It (this surah) breathes a spirit of uncompro- 
mising hostility to idolatry.” (Muir op. cit., p. 74). 

572. (on the other hand I deny and repudiate your gods). 

573. (at present). 

574, (in future). 

575. (so long as you cling to your views of Godhead ; so that their can be 


no common ground between the worship of the One and the many——monotheism 
and polytheism). 

516. i. e., recompense due to you as polytheists. 

577, i. e, recompense due to me as a monotheist. 
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Surat-un- Nasr 


Succour™. CX 
(Madinian, 1 Section and 3 Verses) 
In the name of Allah, the Compassionate, the Merciful. 
SECTION 1 
(gallo .. 131) When there come the succour of Allah and victory”. 
2. (Ql... calyx) and thou finds the mankind entering the religion cf 
Allah®®° in crowds®*4, 


3. Us... c then hallow the praise of thy Lord, and ask forgive- 
ness of Allah®8?. Verily He is ever Relenting. 


578. The chapter is only Madinian in the sense that it was revealed during 
the Madinian period of the Prophet’s life. It was actually revealed at, or near, 
Makka when the Prophet was there on the occasion of his farewell pilgrimage. 

579. (causing thee to prevail over thy enemies and to enter the city of Makka 
in triumph, O Prophet !) Only too often, in this world, success is the criterion of 
right and truth. It is no wonder then that after the ascendancy of Islam was assured 
the Arabs who had hitherto held aloof, ‘now hastened to give in their allegiance to 

the new religion.’ (Arnold, Preaching of Islam, p. 38). ‘Delegations flocked from 
near and far to offer allegiance to the prince-prophet....Tribes and districts which 
had sent no representatives before, sent them now. They came from distant ‘Uman, 
Hadramaut and al-Yemen. The Tayyi’ sent deputies and so did the Hamdan and 
Kindah. Arabia, which had hitherto never bowed to the will of one man, seemed 
now inclined to be dominated by Muhammad and be incorporated into his new 
scheme. Its heathenism was yielding to a nobler faith and a higher morality.’ 
(Hitti, op. cit', p. 11 ). 

580. A detractor, not an admirer, of the holy Prophet and his teachings 
thus sums up the chief characteristics of the religion of God :—‘One characteristic 
is its uncompromising monotheism ; its simple enthusiastic faith in the rule and 
fatherhood of God and its freedom from theological complications, Another is 
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its complete detachment from the sacrificial priest and the temple. It is an entirely 
prophetic religion, proof against any possibility of relapse towards blood sacrifices. 
In the Koran the limited and ceremonial nature of the pilgrimage to Mecca is stated 
beyond the possibility of dispute, and every precaution was taken by Muhammad to 
prevent the deification of himself after his death. And a third element of strength 
lay in the insistence of Islam upon the perfect brotherhood and equality before God 
of all believers, whatever their colour, origim or status.’ (Wells, Short History of 
the World, p. 165), To us, in the fourteenth century of the Hijri era, the doctrine 
of monotheism might welllook almost as a truism, but in the pagan world of the 
sixth century of the Christian era it had all the elements of shocking and rebellious 
innovation. To preach such a moral doctrine to a world such as that in which the 
Prophet lived, required a rare amount of courage and heroism, It was a work in 
which success was impossible without Divine help and support. That it succeeded 
and succeeded so well, is in itself a convincing proof of its Divine origin. 

581. The almost instantaneous expansion of Islam is one of the stupendous 
miracles still baffling the intellect of many a student of history. Gibbon refers to 
it as ‘one of the most memorable revolutions which have impressed a new and las- 
ting character on the nations of the globe,” (GRE. V. p. 311) And says a 
modern rationalist : ‘The expansion of Islam is the most miraculous of all miracles, 
The Roman Empire of Augustus, as later enlarged by the valiant Trojan, was the 
result of great and glorious victories, won over a period of seven hundred years. 
Still it had not attained the proportions of the Arabian Empire established in less 
than a century, See also n, 429 above. 

582. The verse gave a clear hint to the Prophet of the approach of his death, 
as it announced that his work of preaching had been finished. 
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Sürat-ul-Lahab 


Flame. CXI 
(Makkan, 1 Section and 5 Verses) 
In the name of Allah, the Compassionate, the Merciful. 
SECTION 1 
1. (5... c7) Perish the two hands of Abu Lahab??, and perish 


he’: l 
2. (~S... V) His richesë availed him not***, nor what he earned**’. 
3. (cd... Ha) Soon*** he shall roast in a Fire, Flame, 
4. (el... ls) and his wife also55* ; a fuel carrier. 
5. (a=... 4) Around her neck*® shall be a cord of twisted palm- 
fibres”, 


aea a aaa a 

583. Abu Lahab (literally, ‘The Father of Flame") was the nickname of 
Abdul ‘Uzza, an uncle of the Prophet, and a bitter and powerful opponent of Islam. 
‘He made it his business to torment the Prophet, and his wife took a pleasure in 
carrying thorn bushes and strewing them in the sand where she knew that the Pro- 
phet was sure to walk barefooted.’ (Pickthall). ‘Until his death he sided with the 
most resolute adversaries of Muhammad in Makka.’ (EI. I. p. 97). The two 
hands of Abu Lahab may mean his hopes both in this world and the next. 

584. ‘The news of the bad issue of battle ( of Badr ) threw him in such an 
anger that he betook himself to violent acis against the bearer of the news and his 
wife, Shortly afterwards (7 days according to Ibn Hisham) he died of smallpox:..His 
sons feared to touch his corpse, which they let to become corrupt, and when they 
were ordered to remove it, it got an unworthy burial.’ (EI, I. p. 97). 

585. i. e., his capital. 

586. (which great wealth he had set apart for opposing Islam). 

587. (by way of profit on his capital). 

588. i, e. immediately at his death, 
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589. Known as Umm Jumail. a daughter of Harb anda sister of Abu 
Sufian, she was the miserable creature who had often strewn thorns in the Prophet's 
path. ‘She showed much hostility to the Prophet and stirred against him her hus- 
band’s antagonism.’ (EI. I. p. 97). ‘She used to tie bundles of thorns with ropes 
fo twisted palm-leaf fibre and carry them and strew them about on dark nights in 
the paths which the Prophet was expected to take, in order to cause him bodily 
injury.” (AYA). 

590. (in Hell) 1» is generally a beautiful neck. Here the use is ironical, 

591. The phrase in the text is also said to mean: ‘A chain seventy cubits 
in length, whereby the woman upon whose neck it is to be put shall be led into 
hell, firmly twisted of iron ; as though it were a rope of iron strongly twisted (LL), 
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Surat-ul-Ihhlas 
Purity'?, CXII 


(Makkan, 1 Section and 4 Verses) 
In the name of Allah, the Compassionate, the Merciful. 
SECTION 1 


1. fal... ji) Say thou’: He is Allah, the One**t, 

2. (3-4! 4! ) Allah, the Independent"? 

3. (ay... 4) He begets not??$, nor was He begotten®9’. 

4. (2... 4») And never there has been anyone co-equal with Him99^, 


592. ,,»-! properly signifies ‘The asserting oneself to be clear, or quit, of 
believing in any beside God,’ (LL). The chapter is rightly held to contain the 
essence of the Holy Quran ; and, according to a saying of the Prophet, it is equal 
in value to a third part of the whole Book, 

593, (O Prophet !). 

594. (and only) i. e., One in person and nature. * +S! as an epithet, is 
applied to God alone, and signifies The One ; the Sole; He Who has ever been one 
and alone ; or the Indivisible ; or He Who has no second to share in his lordship, 
nor is his essence, nor in his attributes (LL). The polemic is aimed not at the 
pagans alone, but also clearly at the trinitarian Christians. 

595. (of everyone and everything, and yet besought of all) i e., lacking in 
nothing, and wanting none to complement Him; the Absolute; the Eternal. s.s 
and aali , as epithets applied to God, signify ‘A lord; because one repairs, betakes 
himself, or has recourse, to him, in exigencies, or, when applied to God, because 
affairs are stayed, or rested, upon Him and none but He accomplishes them ; ....or 
the Being that continues, or continues for ever or is everlasting ; or the Creator of 
everything, of whom nothing is mdependent, and whose unity everything indicates.’ 
(LL).. The verse strikes at the root of the pagan and Christian conception of 
incomplete God, 

596. (as believed in by the Christians and many polytheistic peoples). Com- 
pare and contrast the Christian creed :—‘God the Father, the First Person of the 
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Blessed Trinity...is Truly Father as He begets a co-eternal and co-equal Son, to 
whom He imparts the plenitude of His nature and in Whom .He contemplates His 
own perfect image.’ (CD. p. 360) According to popular Hinduism, the creation 
was brought about by Brahma's incest with his daughter. See ERE. Il. p. 811. 

597. (as believed in by several polytheistic religions). In Vedic India, for 
example, the father Heaven and the mother Earth *were regarded as the parents not 
only of men but of the Gods (FWN.I.P. 23). In the Vedas, the gods 
themselves ‘had been the earliest products of creation. They were semi-anthro- 
pomorphised forces of nature? (Tara Chand, Influence of Islam on Indian Culture, 
p. 4. ‘The account which became popular was that the primeval being created the 
waters on which floated the golden egg, he then entered it, and was born from it 
as Brahma, the first of created things. Brahma then created gods, heaven, earth, sky 
sun, moon, universe and man.’ (ib. pp. 2-3). Many of the Hindu gods are the results 
of ‘the union of a male divinity with a female being, conceived almost always as 
irregular, and very often incestuous,” (Barth, Religions of India, p. 27). 

598. (in nature, person, or attributes). i. e., least of all He is an anthropo- 
morphic God, ‘In this uncompromising monotheism, with its simple, enthusiastic 
faith in the supreme rule of a transcendent being, lies the chief strength of Islam as 
a religion.’ (Hitti, op. cit., p. 129). ‘The Vedic pantheon was peopled with gods 
that lived in the heavens or in the atmosphere or upon earth, their number was 
reckoned as thirty-three, but those to whom the greatest number of hymns were 
devoted were Indra, Agni, and Soma....Later Siva and Visnu attained the predo- 
minant position and joined with Brahma formed the great Ti inity (Tara Chand, 
op. cit., p. 5). For Christolatry see P. VI. n. 261; P. XXIÍ, n, 307. 
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Surat-ul-Falag 


Daybreak. CXII 
(Makkan, 1 Section and 5 Verses) 
In the name of Allah, the Compassionate, the Merciful. 
SECTION 1 
(sal... J) Say thou®*: | seek refuge with the Lord of the day- 


-à 
. 


break, 

2. (de...) from the evil of what He has created*?!, 

3. (S3... gy) and from-the mischief of the darkening when it 
comes$?2, l 

4. (a). . 5.5») and from the mischief of the women blowers upon the 
knots’®, 

5. (a=... G+) and from the mischief of the envier when he envies. 


599. The chapter is really a prayer for protection, teaching mankind the 
way of asking protection from fears proceeding from the unknown. 

600. (O Prophet!). 

601. (that He may deliver me from its mischief). The verse implies that 
everything is a creation of God the Almighty, and nothing, neither the devil nor 
anything else, has got the power to hurt anyone. 

602. (with its dreary fear inspiring hours). 

603. i. e., enchantresses who used to tie knots in a cord and to blow on 

them, muttering over them magical formulae in order to injure their victims. 
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Surat-un- Nas 


Mankind. CXIV 
(Makkan, 1 Section and ‘6 Verses) 
In the name of Allah, the Compassionate, the Merciful. 
SECTION 1 

1. (UI... 4) Say thou***:] seek refuge with the Lord of the man- 
kind®5, 

2. ( HU AL ) the King of mankind***, 

3. (Ut 3! ) the God of mankind!” 

4. (bl... o») from the mischief of the sneaking whispererf^5, 

5. (WU)... s) who whispers®® into the breasts of mankind, 
6 


(tt... o») whether of jinn or of mankind*®”. 


604, (O Prophet !). 

605. i. e., the Maker, Cherisher and Sustainer of man. 

606. i. e. the Ruler, Legislator, Governor of human race. 

607. i. e., the only Being entitled to worship. 

608. (that God may deliver me from Satan's mischief) tI means ‘The 
devil ; an epithet applied to him, because he retires, or shrinks, or hides himself, 
at the mention of God,’ (LL). 

609. (evil suggestions). 

610. i. e, the tempter may belong either to the species of genii or men. 
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made the sleep a rest, Ixxviii : 9, n. 9 
provided food, lv : 10-12 
subjected heavens and earth, xlv : 10 
subjected the sea, xlv : 12 
two oceans with a barrier, lv : 19-20 
winds blowing swiftly, xxvii: 1 ff. 
Gospel see Injil 
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Guards against devils, xxxvii : 7 

Guidance, for one's ownself, xxxix : 41 
for those only who fear God, xxxvi: 

11 
granted to the repentant, xlii : 13 
Hadid, Al, S., lvii 
Haman, xl; 24, 36 
Haqqa, Al, S., Ixix 
Haran, xxxvii : 114, 120 
Hashra, Al, S., lix 
Hereafter, better than worldly life, 
xcii: 4 
Heavens and earth, 
bedecked with lamps, Ixvii : 5 
built with might, li : 47-48 
came willingly to God, xli : 11 
created with a purpose, xxxix: 5i 
xlvi : 3 
creation of, xli : 10; 1: 38; lvii : 4 
in seven storeys, lxvii : 3 
no defect in, Ixvii : 3, n. 10 
not created in vain, xxxviii : 27 
was smoke, xli : 11. 
Hell, a home of abidance, xli : 28 
boiling hot water in, lv : 43-44 
bursting with rage, Ixvii : 8 
described, xxxvii : 58-68; xxxix : 16; 
xliii : 74-77 

fire vehemently hot, ci:11 

food and drink in, xliv : 43-48 

man will neither live nor die in, 
Ixxxvii : 13 

miserable existence in, lvi : 41-55 

punishment in, Ixix : 30 ff 

spaciousness of, 1: 30 

wrongdoers to remain for ages in, 
Ixxviii : 23 

Hudaibiya, alluded to, xlviii : 1, n. 211; 
xlviii : 24-28, n. 316 ff, 

Hujarat, Al, S.,xlix 
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Humazah, Al, S., civ 
Hypocrites, xlviii : 16, 26-30; xlix : 14 
are liars, Ixiii : 1 
are ]ike Satan, lix :16 
desire ill for the Prophet. xlviii: 11-12 
desire to drive out Muslims, lxiii : 8 
breasts are sealed. lxiii : 3 
ill resort for, xlviii : 6 
make false promises to Jews, lix : 11 ff. 
make their oaths a shield, Ixiii : 2 
pretend to believe, Ixiii : 1 
will reach an ill destination, lviii: 13- 
15 
Iblis, enemy of man, xxxvi : 60 
misguides, lviii : 19 
was stiff-necked, xxxviii : 74-85 
Ibrahim, the Prophet, 
xxxvii : 83; xxxviii: 45; xlii : 13; 
xliii-26-28; liii : 37; lvii : 26 
an excellent pattern in, Ix : 4-5 
cast in fire, xxxvii : 93, n. 244 
fulfils the vision, xxxvii : 102-6 
given tidings of a son, li : 28-30 
guests of, ii : 24 ff. 
Scripture of, Ixxxvii : 18 -19, n. 309 
Ikhlás, Al, S., cxii 
Iliyun, lxxxiii : 18-19 
Ilyas, the Prophet, xxxvii : 123, n. 270 
Ilyasin, xxxvii : 130, n. 277 
Infitar, Al, S., Ixxxii 
Injil, Prophet's companions described 
in, xiviii : 24, n. 343. 
Insàn, Al, S., Ixxvi 
Inshigáq. Al, S., Ixxxiv 
Inshirah, Al, S., xciv 
Intercession, belongs to Allah, xxxix : 44 
only with Allah's leave, liii : 26. 
Iram, xxxix : 7, n. 333 
«Isä, the Prophet, xliii : 57 
accused of magic, lxi : 6, n. 250 


an example for children of Israel, 
xliii : 59 
a sign of the Hour, xl ii : 61 
birth of, Ixvi : 12 
came with signs, xliii : 62 
followed earl'er prophets, lvii : 27 
given Injil, lvii : 27 
preached monotheism, xliii : 64, nn. 
300-301 
predicted coming of Muhammad, xli : 
6, n. 247 
prophet to Jews, lxi : 6 
Isaac see Is’haq, 
Is'hàq, the Prophet, 
xxxviii : 46 ff. 
Ishmael, see Ismail 
Islam, to triumph over other faiths, 
lxi : 9. 
Ismail, the Prophet, prayed for, xxxvii : 
100-101, nn. 247-50 
sacrifice of, xxxvii : 102-3; nn. 356- 
260 
Israel, Children of, given the Book, xlv: 
15 
inherited the Book, x1: 53 
never want to die., lxii : 7-8 
saved, xliv : 30 
Jathia, Al, S., xlv 
Jermiah see Zulkifl 
Jesus Christ, see ‘Isa 
Jibril, Ixvi : 4, also see Gabriel 
Jihad, command to fight unbelievers, 
xlvii : 4 
future fightings predicted, xlviii : 16, 
n. 271 
Jinn, AI, S., lxxii 
Jinn, xli : 18 
believed to be kinsmen of God, xxxvii: 
158 
b lieved in the Quran, Ixxii : 13-14 


xxxvii : 112; 
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created of fire's flame, lv : 15 
listened the Quran, xlvi: 29; Ixxii: 1 
tried to spy, Ixxii : 8 ff. 
worshipped by man, xxxvii : 158 
Jonah see Yunus, 
Joseph see Yüsuf, 
Judaised Arabs, lxii : 6, n, 285 
Judgment Day, coming of, lvi : 1-5 
i Day of Assembly, lxiv : 9 
‘Day of awful shaking, lii : 
xcix :1 
Day of Decision, Ixxvii : 13, 38 
Day of Distinction, xliv : 40 
Day of fifty thousand years, Ixx : 4 
Day of mutual loss and gain, Ixiv :.9 
Day of requital, li : 12-19; Ixxxii: 
17-19 
deafening cry on, Ixxx : 32 
description of, xxxix : 67-70 ; 1: 
20-29, 41-44; lxx : 8-9; Ixxii; 14, 
17-18; Ixxv: 6-8 ; Ixxvii; 8-13; 
Ixxix : 6 ff; Ixxx : 1 ff ; Ixxxii : 1 f; 
Ixxxiv: 1 ff; Ixxxviii : 1 ff; ci : 4-5 
drawn nigh, liv : 1 
earth will void itself, Ixxxiv: 4; xcix : 
2 
every soul to be paid in full, xxxix : 
70 
evil to become apparent on, xxxix : 
46 
faces will be radiant and scowling on, 
lxxv : 22-24 
full recompense on, xl: 17 
girls buried alive to be questioned on, 
lxxxi : 8, n. 142 
God alone knows its advent, xli : 47 
knowledge of it with God alone, 
Ixxix : 44 
limbs to bear witness on, xli : 20-22 
man restored to former state, Ixxix : 


9-10; 
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10; Ixxxvi : 8 
man to be evidence against himself, 
Ixxv : 14 
man will flee from his relations, Ixxx : 
34 
no refuge on, lxxv: 11 
no soul ¿o have any power, on Ixxxii: 
19 
nothing shall be ransom on, xxxix: 
47 ; lvii: 15 
nothing to be concealed from Allah, 
xl: 16 ; Ixix : 18; Ixxxvi : 19 
right and wrong to be weighed, xcix: 
7-8 
Trumpet to be blown, Ixix : 13 ff. 
Jumu'ah, Al, S., lxii 
Kafirün, Al, S., cix 
Kauthar, Al, S., cviii 
Khaibar, victory predicted, xlviii: 15, 
20, nn. 82-90 
Lahab, AI, S., cxi 
Làt, liii : 19, n, 153 
Lail, AI, S., xcii 
Lailatul Qadr, angels descend in, xcvii : 
4 
better than thousand months, xcvii : 3 
Quran revealed.in, xcvii : 1 
Legislation, believing women not to be 
sent back, Ix : 10-12 
booty of war, xlviii : 20; lix : 6 ff. 
conduct during war, xlviii : 24 
divorce, lviii : 2 ff ; Ixv : 1-? 
Lit, the Prophet, xxxviii ; 13 
brethren of, 1 : 13; li: 32 ff; liv: 
33-34 
‘delivered, xxxvii : 133-36 
wife-of, Ixvi : 10, n. 460 
Macarij, Al, S., Ixx 
Man, cannot pass the outer space 
without authority, lv : 33 
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common descent of, xlix : 13, n. 397 

created from sperm, xxxvi : 77; liii : 
46 ; Ixxvi : 2; xcvi : 2 

created in goodliest mould, xcv : 4 

created in three-fold darkness, XXXIX : 
6 

created of a single soul, xxxix : 6, n. 
527 

created of dust, x1: 67 

created of potter's clay, lv : 14 

created to worship God, li : 56, n. 39 

deeds recorded by angels, 1 : 17-18 : 

equality of all races, xlix : 13, n. 399 

equality of man and women, xlix : 13, 
n. 398 

enemies among wives and children of, 
lxiv : 14 

fashioned well, xl : 64 

for him what he endeavours, liii : 39 

given choice of right and wrong, xc: 
8-11 

invites affliction by his misdeeds, 
xlii: 30 

is exorbitant, xcvi : 6 

is impatient, Ixx : 19 

is in loss, ciii : 2 

is led astray by ease, xxxix : 8 

is ungrateful, xxxix : 48; xli: 50; 
xliii: 15 

loves wealth, c: 8; cii: 1; civ: 2 

never wearied of wordly goods, xli : 49 

nobility depends on deeds, xlix : 13, 
n.: 403 

none will bear another's. burden, 
liii : 38 

no respite when time arrives, xiii : 11 

not left aimless, free, Ixxv : 36 

of lowly origin, Ixxvii: 20 ; Ixxxvi : 
6-7 

prays when afflicted, xli : 51 
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responsible for his deeds, Ixxiv : 38 
returned to the lowest of the low, 


xev: 5 
riches and children a trial for, lxiv : 
15 


showed the way; Ixxvi : 3 

to be tested, Ixxvi : 2 

turns to God when in trouble, xxxix : 
8 

was not made a single community, 


xlii : 8 
will march ahead from stage to stage, 
Ixxxiv : 19 


Manat, liii: 20, n. 155 
Mary sée Maryam, 
Maryam, lxvi: 12 
Ma'un, S.,'cvii 
Mecca, Abraha's attack on, cv : 1 tf. 
famine in, xliv : 10-12 
mother town, xlii : 7 
reference to, xlviii : 24 
secure city, xcv : 3 
victory predicted, xlviii : 21, n. 293 
Medina, lxiii : 8 
Misr, xliii : 51 
Monotheism, xlii : 82-86; lii: 43, n. 
104; lix : 22-24; cxii 104 
Morals, affect reconciliation between 
believers, xlix : 9 
alms-giving, lvii; 18; Iviii: 12 ff 
avoid suspicion, xlix : 12 
be equitable and benevolent, xlix : 9 ; 
Ix: 8 
be not overbearing to orphan, xcii : 9 
chide not the beggar, xcii : 10 
do justice, xlii : 15 
do not be presumptuous, xlix : 2 
do not scoff nor revile others, xlix : 11 
do not befriend God's enemies, lvii: 
14; Ix : 1, 13 
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do not talk of sin and transgression, 
lviii : 8 

do not weigh short, Ixxxiii : 1 ff. 

enquire into every report, xlix : 6 

forgive and forbear, xlii : 43 

forgive in anger, xlii : 37 


guard against avarice of soul, Ixiv : 16 


guard the private parts, Ixx : 29 
keep trusts and covenants, Ixx : 32 
keep voice low before the Prophet. 
xlix : 3-4 
neither spy nor backbite, xlix : 12 
niggardly do harm to their soul, xlii: 
38 
pay attention to the poor and ] wly, 
Ixxx : 1 ff. 
repel evil with good, xli : 34 
say only what you act upon, lxi : 2 
show kindness to parents, xlvi : 15 ff. 
spend in the way of God, xlii : 38; 
lvii : 10-11, 18; Ixiii : 10; Ixiv : 17 
stand firm on testimony, lxx : 33 
talk of virtue and piety, lvii : 9 
vainglory not liked by God, lvii : 23 
weigh with equity, lv : 9 
Moses, see Misa. 
Muddaththir, Al, S., Ixxiv 
Muhammad, S., xlvii 
Muhammad, the Prophet, accused of 
fabricating the Qur àn, xlvi: 8 
aided and blessed, xciv ; 1 ff, nn. 
426-29, 
apostle of God, Ixxii : 20 ff. 
asked not to give up things permissi- 
ble, Ixvi : I, 
asked to follow Qur'an's recitation, 
lxxv : 18 
a warner, 1: 1; li: 50; Ixxiv: 1 ff. 
call for preaching, lvi : 1 
called a forger, lii : 33 
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called a poet, lii : 30 
fealty to him is fealty to Allah, xlviii: 
10, n. 238 
guided and helped by God, xcii : 6-8 
his commands to be followed, lvii : 
11-12; Ixiv : 11; Ixvii : 33 
is a mortal, xxxix : 30 
messenger among unlettered ones, 
lxii : 2 
miracle alluded, liv : 1, n. 218 
name mentioned in Torah, lxi : 6, n. 
246 
no disobedience to, lvii : 9 
not a poet, xxxvi : 69, n. 114 ; xxxvii : 
36 
of high and noble disposition, Ixviii : 
4, n. 68 
predicted by Jesus Christ, lxi : 6, n. 
246 
to be obeyed, xlvii : 33 lxiv: 11; 
truth revealed from God to, xlvii : 2 
Mujadalah, Al, S., lviii 
Mulk, AI, S., Ixvii 
Mumin, S., xl 
Mumtahinah, Al, S., Ix 
Munafiqün, Al, S., Ixiii 
Mursalat, Al, S., Ixxvii 
Musa, the Prophet, xxxvii : 114, 120 ; xl : 
23, 26-27, 37, 53; xlii : 13; li: 38; 
liii : 36 ; Ixxix : 15 ; Ixxxvii : 19 
accused of magic, xliii : 46-49, n. 261 ; 
li: 39 
and Haran, xl : 23ff; xlii : 13; 
xlii: 43 ff; xliv: 12 ff; xi:38; 
xli: 5; Ixxix : 15 ff 
and Pharaoh, xl: 23 ff; xliii : 46 ff: 
xliv : 17 ff 
book vouchsafed to, xli : 45; xlvi: 12 
in Sinai, Ixxix : 15 ff 
companions of, lxi : 5 
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sent with signs, xliii : 46 
Muzzammil, Al, S., lxxiii 
Naba, AI, S., Ixxviii 
Najm, Al, S., liii 
Nas, Al, S., cxiv 
Nasr, lxxi : 23, n. 273 
Nasr, Al, S., cx 
Naziat, Al, S., Ixxix 
Noah see Nūh 
Nah, S., ixxi 
Nüh The Prophet, xxxvii : 75, 79; 
xxxviii: 12 ; xl: 5, 31; xlii: 13; 1:12; 
li; 46; lii: 52; liv:9; lvii: 26; 
Ixvi ; 10 
asks forgiveness, lxxi : 28 
complains to God, lxxi : 21-22, 26 ff 
warns his people, Ixxi : 1 ff. 
Oaths, expiation of. Ix : 12; Ixvi : 2 
Parables, fellows of the ditch, Ixxv : 4 ff 
men of the garden, lxviii : 17 ff. 
seed growing. xlviii : 22 
Paradise, xliv: 51-57; xlvii: 15; 1: 
31-35; lii : 17 ff. also see Garden. 
Pharaoh see Fir‘awn, also Musa. 
Prayers, hasten to Friday, lxii: 9, nn. 
297-98 
Predestination, lvii : 22 ; Ixxviii : 29 
Prophets, the, accused of magic, li: 
52 
are human beings, xli : 6 
are mocked at, xliii : 7 
are not wardens, xlii : 48 ; Ixxxviii: .2 
ask for no wage, xxxviii : 86 ; xlii: 23 
bring signs by Allah's command, xl : 
78 
earlier prophets rejected, lxiv : 6 
only preach. xlii : 48 
..Sent as warners, xxxvii : 72 ; xxxviii : 
65-70 
sent earlier, xl : 78 ; xliii : 6 
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Punishment, for disbelievers, xxxvi: 64 
Qadr, AI, S., xcvii 
Qaf, S., I 
Qalam, Al, S., Ixviii 
Qamar, AI, S., liv 
Qariah, Al, S., ci 
Qarün, xl : 24 
Qiyamah AI. S., Ixxv 
Quraish, S., cvi 
Quran, a gradual revelation, Ixxvi : 23 
a guidance and a healing, xli : 44 
a light and guidance, xlv : 20 
all affairs of wisdom described in, 
xliv: 4 
a mighty Book, lxi : 41 
contains wisdom, xxxvi : 2 
detailed verses from God, xli : 3 
dubbed as fables of ancients, xlvi : 17, 
n. 58; Ixviii : 15 
dubbed as magic, xxxvii: 15 
enlightenment and guidance, xlv : 20 
eternal discourses, xcviii : 3 
exalted, purified, Ixxx : 14 
falsehood cannot come near it, xli : 42 
for admonition of man, xxxix : 27 
in Arabic, xli : 44 ; xlii : 7 ; xliii: 3; 
xlvi : 12 
inscribed on Preserved Tablet, Ixxxv : 
22 
is an admonition, Ixxv : 54; Ixxx : 11, 
n. 107 ; Ixxxi : 27 
its collection rests with God, Ixxv: 17 
knowledge from the Lord, Ixix : 43 
made easy, liv : 17, 22, 32, 40 
mountains would have been humbled 
by it, lix : 21 
not a poet's speech, Ixix : 41 
not a speech of soothsayer, Ixix :.42 
revealed in the Night of Power, 
xcvii ; 1 
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revelation from Allah, xxxix : 2-3; 
xl:2; xlv:2; xlvi: 2; lvi: 80; 
Ixix : 43 

sent on a blessed night, xliv : 3 

speech of an honourable envoy, ixix : 
40 

taught by a mighty power, liii : 5 

taught by the Compassionate, Iv: 1-2 

well-guarded, lvi : 76 

with truth and balance, xlii : 17 

Rahman, Al, S., lv 

Rass, dwellers of, 1 : 11, n. 443 

Record of man's doings, xxxvi : 12 

Religion, exclusive for Allah, xxxix : 3, 
11, 14 

Repentance, accepted by God, xlii : 25 

Requital, exact on Doomsday, xxxvi: 54 

Resurrection after death, xxxvi : 32, 51- 

53; 79; xxxvii : 18-28 ; xlv : 26 

as the earth quickens, lvii : 17 

dead to come like locusts, liv: 7, n. 233 

denial based on ignorance, xlv : 24, 
n. 460 

disbelievers reject, Ixiv : 7 

everybody will be put together again, 
lxxv : 3-4 

every community will be summoned, 
xlv : 28 

like vegetation on earth, 1: 11 

Retribution, believers and wrongdoers 

not equal, xlv : 21 

Righteousness, for one's soul, xli : 46 
Sabbath, not in Islam, Ixii 10, n. 302 
Sad, S., xxxvii 

Saff. Al, S., Ixi 

Saffat. S.. xxxvii 

Sajdah, Ha, Mim, S., xli 

Salsabil, Ixxvi : 18, n. 537 

Satan see Iblis, 

Scriptures, xli : 41, ff; xlvi: 12: 30; 
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xlvii : 29; lii : 2 ff 

Shams, Al, S., xci 

Shira, Al, S., xlii 

Signs of God in, camels, Ixxxviii : 17, 
n. 320 
creation of heavens and earth, xlii : 29 
dead land revived, xxxvi : 33 
food. Ixxx : 24 
heavens and earth, xlv : 3 
laden ships, xxxvi : 41-43; xli : 53; 

xlii : 32 

moving creatures, xlii : 29 
night and day, xli : 37; xlv: 5 
one's own self and beasts, xlv :4 
rains, xxxix : 21 ; Ixxx : 25 
sleep and death, xxxix : 43 
sun and moon, xxxvi : 38-40 ; xli: 37 
vegetation, Ixxx : 27-32 
wind, xlii : 33; xlv : 5 
within one's own self, xli : 53 

Sijjin, Ixxxiii : 7-8 

Sinai, Mt., lii : 1; xcv :2 

Sirius (Dhu Shura), liii : 49, n. 203 

Slaves, lviii : 3; xc : 13 

Solomon see Sulaiman 

Sqandering, lvii:7; Ixiii: 10; Ixiv : 16; 
Ixv: 7 

Sulaiman, the Prophet, xxxviii : 30-40, 
n. 413 ff. 

Suwa, lxxi : 23, n. 269 

Taghabun, Al, S., lxiv 

Tahrim, Al, S., Ixvi, 

Takathur, Al, S., cii 

Takwir, Al, S., Ixxxi 

Talàq. Al, S., Ixv 

Tàriq. Al, S., Ixxxvi 

Tasnim, Ixxxiii : 27 

Tatfif, S., Ixxxiii 

Taurat, Ahmad mentioned in, lxi : 6, n. 
246 
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companions of the Prophet described 
in, xlviii : Z9, n. 342, 

those laden with, xlii : 5 

Thamüd, xxxviii : 13; x1: 31 ; xli : 13, 
17; 1:12; li: 43: liii : 205; liv : 23- 
31; Ixix : 4-5; Ixxxv : 18; Ixxxix : 9; 
xci: 11 

Tin, Al, S., xcv 

Torah, see Taurat 

Trumpet, on Judgment Day, xxxvi: 
51, 541 1: 20 

Tubba, xliv : 37; 1: 14, n. 445 

Tur, Al, S., lii 

Tuwa, Ixxix : 15 

Wadd, Ixxi : 23, n. 268 

Waaiah, AI, S., Ivi 

Witness, for divorce, lxv : 2 
on Judgement Day, limbs of man, 
xxxvi : 65, see Judgment Day 

Women, Ix : 10 £f 

World, a brief enjoyment, xl : 39; xlii : 
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36 ; xliii : 36 
seekers get a little, xlii : 20 
short life; Ixxix : 46 
sport and play, lvii : 20 
Yaghüth, lxxi : 23, n. 270 
Yasa, Al, xxxviii : 48: 
Ya Sin,/S., xxxvi 
Yünus. the Prophet, xxxvii : 139 ; lxviii : 
48 ff. 
swallowed by fish, xxxvii ; 139-48 
Yusuf, the Prophet, x1: 34 
Ya'üq, Ixxi : 23, n. 271 
Zanjabil, Ixxvi : 17 
Zaqqüm, xxxvii ; 62, n. 210; xliv : 43; 
lvi : 52. 
Zariat, Al, S., li 
Zihar, lviii : 1 A. 
Zilzal, Al; S., xcix 
Zukhruf, S., xliii 
Zulkifl, xxxviii : 48 
Zumar, A], S., xxxix 
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Volumes I, If and III of this Commentary on the Holy Quran were printed 
at Mudran Kala Bhawan, Lucknow, and Vol. IV at the Nadwa Press under the 
supervision of Mohiuddin Ahmad & Mohammad Ghaiyasuddin Nadwi, The 
readers are requested. to intimate the printing mistakes, if any, they find in these 
volumes so that they may be corrected in next edition. 

All those associated with the publication of this great work hope to be 
remembered by the readers in their prayers. 
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TAFSIR-UL-QURAN 


by Maulana Abdul Majid Daryabadi 


This exegesis by Maulana ‘Abdul Majid Daryābādi throws ample 
light on all those peoples of the old who have been mentioned in the 
Holy Qur'án alongwith their geographical locations and the times in 
which they flourished. Likewise, one can find all the necessary 
details about the earlier prophets who find a mention in the Holy 
Qur’an and an answer to all such questions es what was time of 
their advent who were the people to whom they were sent and what 
other scriptures or modern research has to say about them. The 
exegesis expounds the significance of Quranic injunctions in regard 
to polygamy, slavery, prophethood etc., explains the correct Islamic 
beliefs about throne (‘arsh or Kursi), the preserved tablet (Lauhu'l 
mahfaz), revelation (wah!) and similar other matters and demonstrates, 
inthe light of human experience and researches in the fields of anthro- 
pology, sociology etc., the superiority of Islamic creed and social laws. 
In addition to these, a distinguishing feature of Daryabadi’s exegesis 
is that it provides a conclusive answer to those Jewish and Christian 
cristics of Islam who claim that the Holy Qura’n draws its material 
from the scriptures and apocryphal writings of Judaism and 
Christianity. Thus, it is also a treatise in comparative religions. It 
is one of the most acceptable Quranic exegesis to Muslims since it 
never deviates from the views held by the learned scholars of the 
ahl-i-sunnat-wal-jama:at. 5 

The last volume of this work cpens with Surah Yasin, the initial 
part of which is included in part XXII of the Holy Our'àn and concludes 
with its last chapter, thus completing this exegesis. 
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